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INTRODUCTION. 



bini mr\m of this work U delivered to the 

under a grateful seiiae of the fi&vour with 

the two former were reoeived. It has been 

sire to make aome amall returu for »uch 

», by redoubling my oare to prevent any 

a party or a pentonfd kind from iniiuenciug 

inioiw pronounced, wliether u|)on men or 

lensureA. Conscious a« overy one munt fM 

turally our afl'eotions are ongtigetl in belialf 

le who^ opinions agrtni witli our own, and 

t tiio adversaries of those opinions are to be 

di^olt with in tiiu JudgmeJits wo form of 

I have most sorupulousily nmdo it my en- 
r to triMit all with whi»8»o history 1 have 
» if 1 wiu; ignorant of the prinoipltvy which 
tnily guidtni Uunr ronduot, until I cmne to 
e how fiir it wtu* gtnorniHi by tliom. 

IS further Ikhui tho oonstant objoot of those 
to rtvonl whutovtT ttMuloil to pixviuoto tho 
and uuittHt ruustv<t of publio virtue, I\xh> 
ions, and univei*!ud pmce; holding up their 
to tho veneration t>f niankiuti, their enemies 

II and avei-slon ; while the glan» that suooom 
i> Uul aetioiM, and the shade into whiohgiuMl 
o thrt)NMi by failinv, have, as far as jXKsjiible, 
liown to be toniporary eiily ; ami nuuikind 



iT INTROBUC9ION, 

have been constantly warned to straggle S] 
the prepossession thus raised by the event, a 
mete out their praise or blame by the just m< 
of desert. 

The first part of the volume now pub 
relates to the French Revolution, and to th< 
who bore the foremost part in its most tiyinj 
interesting crisis. In giving this account I 
enjoyed particular advantages, having the pl< 
of knowing several worthy and intelligent 
who bore a part in the transactions of those 
To one of these, my learned colleague ii 
l^ational Institute, M. Lakanal, I was intro 
by the kindness of my distinguished tnea 
Mignet; and I have reodved from him 
important eommunioatioiis. He was not a na 
of the Committee of Public Safety ; but ii 
longed to the high popular party in the Conve 
and he was at the head of the Committee of 1 
Instruction. He retains, at the advanced a 
above fourscore, all the ardent leal for hunM 
provement and steady devotion to the cause 01 
dom which so eminently marked his early yei 

The reader of these pages is fortho* undei 
gations to my frend Earl Stanhope for a va 
note respecting Fouch6. 

BaouQHAX, \ti Oeiehm'f 1848. 

M. Lakanal died last spring. General C 
whom I also had the pleasure of knowing 

many years ago. 

BaovQBAii, nth S^pimAer, 1845. 
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10 THE F&ENCH BEVOLUTIOH. 

upon which the speculations of the Ahbt$ Barruel 
and his followers reposed. Thus, to take a single 
example, the machinations which were asserted to 
have been practised upon M. Camille Jourdan (a 
worthy person of extremely insignificant talents 
and no influence), and to have gained him over to 
the revolutionary party, could not by possibility 
have been so used, inasmuch as that gentleman ae« 
sured M. Moimier that he had never in his life seeq 
or communicated with a single individual of those 
confidently named by the Abbe as his seducers, of 
with any other persons of the same class. 

But M. Mounier did not content himself with 
excluding the lodges and the chapters of secret ash 
sociations ; he was equally confident in his excla« 
sion of the philosophers and their writings. Not 
only, according to him, had the direct attempts by 
plot and conspiracy no hand in undermining the oM, 
French Government, but the indirect and g^radnal 
influence of infidel opinions, and revolutionaij; 
doctrines propagated through the press, the 6dcj-| 
clopeedias, the dissertations, the romances, the cor^j 
respondence, the poems, the epigrams — all tbll 
heavy and all the light artillery of the band so ioty 
midable by its numbers, its learning, its geniiMij 
and its wit, so inde&tigable in its exertions agaiiM 
the established order of things, so incessant in ill 
efforts to undermine all prejudices, to strip all «N 
tablished institutions of the respect with which tiai 
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feeling and a$3oc!atiuii!< hail clothed lliem. so 
UB in converliiig mankind from settleil fiiith 
gjy things, in rousijig them against abuses aa 
In the State as the Church, in declaring the 
nl rights of men. in painting their wrongs, in 
Ij^ng the merits of ttie people, and denouncing 
rimes of priests and princes — all the teaching 
e D'Alemberts, the Condorcets, the sneeringg 
A Yoltairea, the eloquence of the Reusseaus, 
'uKj of the Diderots, tlie social powers of the 
ftchs and the Grimms — all were without inflti- 
in preparing the great change ; and the press, 
k over Paris and over France had for a century 
■working with tlie corruptions of llie Court 
the Church anil the sufferings of the people, 
had taken its whole tone from the writings 
OK great men, and the circles of fitshion which 
rwiiere concentrated and reflected the lights 
iked abroad — were all, according to M. Mou- 
wholly foreign to the purpose, wholly uncon- 
•A in bringing about n change that took pre* 
f the direction to whicli all those eflbrts 
Sd ; in overthrowing a system of ecclesiastical 
political government, a^inst which all those 
I had been aimed ; in producing a general 
inent of that people, to excite whom in this 
manner and to thtfi very movement all those 
D> exertions had sd evidently been made. It 
\i seem that those who held such opinions a^i 
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these were piepared to believe, on seeing a batter} 
erected against a town, and bearing its fire upoi 
the walls for weeks, that the breach which wai 
made had not been caused by bullets, but by al 
accidental earthquake. According to M. Mounia 
and his followers, the whole mystery of the Revo^ 
lution was contained in the accidental derangem^ 
of the Finances, the convocation of the Statei 
General, and the vacillating conduct of the GouM 
and the Ministers in first sufiering the Commona^ 
the tiers etcU — to have a double number of regftii 
sentatives, and aflerwards allowing the three oi 
to join in their deliberations, sitting in the 
hall. Had it not been, they contended, for the 
cent addition of nearly fifty millions to the d< 
while the revenue was insufficient to defray 
public expenditure and pay the interest owing 
the public creditor, had not the King agreed to 
the States when no means of obtaining the m 
supplies could be devised ; nay, after they 
called, had not an undue proportion of deputies 
granted to the Commons, and the majority 
created been permitted to act on the whole 
by joint voting, — the whole storm would have 
away, and the ancient establishmoits have coni 
to g^ide the religion and rule the fortunes of 
country. 

On the opposite side of^he question thei<e i 
oeared one of the most remarkable pieces that 
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*i the perluUical literatura nf rniy country. 
pfTroy begun hin lalmunt in tliu ' K(liiibur|{li 
w,' oiul luid tliu fouiidHtion of t)uLt oelebraled 
il's fame by a paper, in which be exuniiicd 
vfiiteA M. Hounier'* doctrinu~a papvr t>t 

it would ba hurd to determine wlielhur llit* 
i-UHtible imagery of itn illustrations, tbe pi'o- 
wlsdoin of its opinioiw, »r ttm fulicitoiiK die- 
if ill) ntyU', muttl dtwt'rveH our odinimtiun. 
jiuinent pursuuaiid those who agrw with him 
r frum denying that the <lcmn|i;tid fiiuuiccit uf 
unlry, and the iiubcciUty uf the Government, 

share in accelerating the Kuvolutiou and in 
iuff i\* conrae. A yearly cKpenditiiro i>f «ix* 
lillioni, with a revenue of loss tlian nineteen, 
g nut three fo pay tlie interent ajul ohnrgri* 

debt of between ten anJ eleven niilliiiiJi 
lly, formed such drcarlful eniban'asHmeut at 
well siialie any entabjitilied system, how wistily 
low vigoroiiHJy wiever it was admliilHtei h1. 
; U certain tliat greater disorder has prevailed 

1 ruvmine of other States, and has hixii gol 
by tliu rough, though vigorous, expedluut« 
i arbitrary power has at coraniaud, without 
■halting tlie Htubilily of the national inxtitu- 

Nur couM all the errors of the Neckerv, thn 
ncs, the Maurepas, the CalonneN, have dislo- 
any portion of a system which had not been 
reil to crumble in pieofs hy the ravages of 
or the undermining of the piiblie opinion, or 
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14 THE FaENOfl REVOLUTION. 

the ferment of popular discontent, and the unive 
8al prevalence of a love of change. 

M. Mounier was correctly and beautifully d 
scribed in the paper referred to as having given f 
the causes of the Revolution, circumstances whic 
really proved it to be already begun ; as havis 
gone no further back than to the earliest of its i^ 
parent effects, instead of tracing its hidden sourcei 
as having mistaken the cataracts that broke tl 
stream for the fountains from which it rose ; an 
contented himself with referring the fruit to tl 
blossom, without taking any account of the germ 
nation of the seed, or the underground winding i 
the root* 

It is certidn that, though the financial derangi 
ment powerfully aided the preachers of revolt, afl 
though their efforts were not met by any adequd 
vigour on the part of those who administered tl 
power of the government, yet these were far enoa|j 
from being the cause of the Revolution. The apd 
ties of change found more powerful coadjutors ia 
more active and ample elements of mischief in 4 
great abuses which prevailed both in the Ecdedl 
tical and the Civil institutions of the country* | 
church endowed with above ^ve millions of 
from tithes alone, and with nearly half the 
the kingdom, assigned only a wretched pittance 
twenty pounds a-year to the parochial or 
clergy, while all the rest was a prey to the 
* Edinburgh Review, vol. i. p. 7. 
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ous, an idle, ani! a dissolute hierarchy. The 
property of the eountry -was bo unequally 

that oncj-lhird of it alone was In the hands 
ay commonalty, the church and the nobles 
Dg all the rest. The taxes were so unequally 
ted that the largest of them all (the Tailk), 
[ between seven and eight millions, fell 

upon the peasantry, neither church nor 
laying a farthing toward* it; and It was 
ed that if an acre of huid aiforded three 

of gross produce, nratrly two went to the 
, eighteen shillings to the landlord, and a 
nly remained to the enltivator. In England 

Tonng used to reckon that the cultivator 

three-fourths of the produce, while in 
he had but a twelfth part ; placing hira In 
tion nine times less advantageous. The 
ces arising from the feudal system, and 
were felt &t more severely io France 
1 any other feudal kingdom, completed 
tress of the people, affecting them both 

subsistence, in their comforts, and in their 

Nor can it be doubted that, upon a 
irited people like the French, with minda 
■ly susceptible of affront, the mental degra- 
vhich these feudal distinctions inflicted was 
ailing than any actual suffering which in 
aterial comforts they had to endure. It is 
probable that the peasant felt more vexed 
b3 
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at seeing the lord's pigeons trespassing on hiscrom 
without the power of destroying them, knowioi 
that the lord might not possess an acre of land,^ 
than he did from paying a tithe of that crop to thi 
church and a third to the landlord ; and the statuii 
]alK>ur (corv^) which he always had to perfcnni 
must iiave harassed him incalculably more than i 
much heavier burthen shared with the feudal 
lord. Accordingly, of all the changes effectec 
by the Revolution, there was none which went man 
home to every Frenchman's bosom than the fiunoui 
decree sweeping away feudal privileges. The voti 
of the Assembly on the 4th of August diffuse! 
joy over all France, such as perhaps no other act <X 
legislative power ever excited. It may be said 
without a figure of speech, to have raised one uni 
versal shout of exultation through the whole expaiis 
of that vast and populous country. The lang^uagi 
applied by Mr. Burke to the memorable proceeding 
of that night, and which termed it the '^ St. Bar 
tholomew of the privil^ed orders," was employei 
by but a very few, and did not express the senti 
ments prevailing even among the members of thctf 
orders themselves, from whom indeed the propod 
tion mainly had proceeded. 

* The droit de Colombier was wholly dependent on ^ 
seignory, and might belong to a lord who had no proper^ 
in land : the actual owner had it only in a very limtlai 
extent. — PoiHical Philosophy , part 1, chap. xiii. 
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Just half a century after these events I happened 
< be travelling in a remote district of Provence, 
hen, reposing in the heat of the day under a porch, 
ly eye was attracted by some placards, whose let- 
nrs were preserved by the great dryness of that 
oe climate, though they had been there for fifty 
ears. Those papers were the official promulgation 
f the several decrees for secularizing the clergy, 
bolishing the monastic orders, and abrogating all 
Budal privileges, signed by the several Presidents 
f the Assembly, Bureau de Pusey,* Camus, and 
liejes. The incident is exceedingly trivial in it- 
df ; but I shall not easily forget its effect in carry •> 
og me back to the great scenes of the Revolution, 
re yet its path had been stained with blood, while 
irtuous men might honestly exult in its success, 
nd the friends of their species could venture to 
ope for the unsullied triumphs of the sacred war- 
ire waged with long-established abuses. The past 
semed connected with the present, and the mighty 
onsequences visible all around which had flowed 
rom the changes recorded in those few lines, ap- 
eared to rise, as it were, before the sight, springing 
ut of their causes. Nor must it be forgotten that 
be perils of the tempest having happily passed away, 
be atmosphere which it had cleared was breathed 
n a pleasing reflection that the region over which 
Is fury had swept was now flourishing in unprece- 
lented prosperity, for which the price paid had as- 
* Afterwards confined at Olrautz with Lafayette. 
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8UTedly been heavy, but not too heavy co 
with the blessings it had purchased. 

Hitherto we have ouly considered the proc 
of the National Assembly itself; but that met 
body was not the only organ of public opin 
popular feeling, nor were its deliberations < 
free and uncontrolled. As soon as parties b 
form themselves within its circle, appeals 
people out of doors were the natural consa 
each seeking to gain the weight arising in 
tionary times from popular support. A 
with the exception of one or two scenes of 
(idly excited popular fury, the press alo 
the channel through which the party leaders 
to influence public opinion. The religioi 
ings of the people were next appealed t 
the tendency of the clergy to support the : 
institutions, and the course of hostility 
Church so early pursued by almost all pai 
the Assembly, soon brought such feeble and 
about appeals to a close ; and a more su 
and efiectual mode of agitating was disc* 
Clubs were formed, at which men not bdon* 
the Assembly, as well as deputies, met to 
the topics of the day, and especially the proc< 
of their representatives. These meetings v 
first private and not numerous ; soon they 1 
better attended, and were much frequented 
deputies themselves; then their doors wer 
open to the people. The earliest association 



f. Perceiving that its influence upon the 
ibly was considerable, the Club now endea- 
i to rule the municipality or Town-Council of 
a body always possessed of great influence 
the large revenues at its disposal, and the 
number of persons in its constant employ for 
anagement of those revenues, as well as of 
ietropolitan Police. The Jacobin Club, as 
now termed, extended its influence to the 
ices, and formed everywhere afliliated socie- 
* clubs which corresponded with it, took their 
Tom its debates, and exercised in each town 
luence like its own. 

sension, however, broke out in the mother 
T itself. The more moderate n, with La- 
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which was so much better attended that it ez< 
the jealousy of the Parisian mob, gave rise ti 
mults, and was shut up at the b^inning of the ; 
1791 on that account by the police, which tho^ 
it just and reasonable to punish the party assa 
because those who attacked it had been guilt 
some violence. 

The Jacobins now underwent another chai 
the Lametlis and Barnaves, unwilling to push 
ters to extremity, formed a new club, caller 
*' Feuillans" from the convent at which they i 
and the direction of the Jacobins fell into the h 
of Fiftion and of Robespierre. But there 
some who deemed these men and their foUowen 
sufficiently favourable to extreme courses. Dai 
Camille Desmoulins, and Fabre d*£glantine sec 
to form a more violent club, which met at 
Convent of the Vieux Cordeliers^ and took 
thence their name. Among these different c 
the Jacobins exercised the greatest influence 
over the Assembly, the municipality, and the p< 
at large ; but all of them, by their unceasing a 
tion, kept the people in a constant ferment oi 
quiet; all of them, by their overbearing con< 
kept the deliberations of the Assembly under a 
trol as indecent as it was pernicious ; all of i 
prepared the materials of a combustible train, w 
a spark might at any time Are into a genera 
plosion. Unhappily the Assembly did not pn 
IVom the first a firm and determined aspect of 
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listance, bo as to secure for itself the unbiassed fr<'<i» 
dom of discussion and of decision. But tlie first 
Assembly had for less to suffer from tlic interriip- 
iioii of the multitude than the second and the Con- 
vention afterwards had to endure. 

It was to be remarked that the total number of 
those who frequented and composed the chibs was 
really fiir from being formidable. Thus 1600 was 
the whole body which usually composed the Jacobin 
meetings — a number quite inefficient to overcome 
either the constituted authorities of the capital, or 
the mass of its inhabitants, though truly formidable 
•i a band of active agitators ; for it must bo 
remembered tliat all those men were demagogues 
and intriguers — men heated with cnthuKiasni, or 
agitated by tlie love of change, or pr()n)j)t(>(l by 
mere desire of mischief; and us for tlioir (Iebat(>s, 
tlie meetings were far too numerous for anything 
like discussion : so that when thoy made the i)ro- 
ceedings of the legislature the subjtu't of tlicir 
delilK'ration every night as soon im tlie Assembly 
luul adjourned, nothing could be ho:iid but violout 
iriYcctive against some members, and cxaggiiiatcd 
firaise of others, ending in a resolution, carried by 
acclamation of the assenibUKl mob, to cxcitr some 
tumult among the multitude, in ordiT (Mtlier to 
further or to obstnutt the course of thi; national 
'V)uneils. The more sober-mindiMl an<l n^sjxTtable 
('laxses of the community h(;ld aloof from all 8uch 
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prooeediags. The great majority of the tradei 
people, the shopkeepers, the artisans, even the bettei 
most labourers, and almost all the proprietors, m 
persons of fixed means, took no part in what inM 
going on, but regarded the acts of the l^^islatiui 
with interest, and the violence of the clubs widl 
silent dread; while the mere rabble, which hM 
nothing to lose, and never reflected on qaestioni 
which they were too ignorant to understand, weri 
— either from love of confusion and its sister, plun^ 
der, or from the mere heat of uninformed but easi^ 
excited £ancy and feeling — ^the ready tools of tki 
clubmen, as often as a demonstration of mob fmroi 
was wanted, in order to overawe the Govemmen^ 
or to determine the conduct of individuals. It hb^ 
came thus clear that a small minority was enablM 
to rule the multitude, and influence the people d 
the capital. A similar force was exerted by tin 
provincial clubs upon the people of the towns ; and 
the influence exerted on the deliberations of tlM 
Assembly was the power of a small but activi 
body, who had thrown off* all r^ard to order ci 
moderation, and who were devoted to whatefitf 
most worked for great changes, with an andaeity 
to which fear was as much a stranger as principle 
or prudence, or discretion. 

When the National Assembly had destroyed lltf 
greater evils of which the people complained, wd 
had formed a constitution upon the principleB d 
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i imxL>d or limiUtl iiimmriHiy, tlii^y voliiiiturily 
■tripped theiDHdlves iif their funcliotiB, abdicAti'd 
their power, and resigned into the hands of \\w 
people the high trust which had been delegalui] tu 
ihom. Such a cotirso was quite fitting, and indeed 
the inevitable c«n54.t|iience of a new const it.iitii>n 
being established. Hut iliere was couplod with thu 
dlieolutiou of the Assembly a, provision unexampled 
in the history of humati folly, and which nevorlhe- 
WM adopted almost without discussion, and by 
^«ral •flclumation. It was declared tijat no (intt 
of the members of the first Assembly should be 
upalile of being elected to the second ; and the 
consequence was, that every uiun of weight and 
Bsporicncc, all those whnae capacity and inti'grity 
hod most reoommended lliem to the couiideiice of 
thrir fttllow citizens, whose trust- worth in ess hojl 
been brought to the teat of experience, and (vhiise 
opinions hod becuino known to the world, were 
excluded from the body which was called to work 
the tiew Constitution, and to make a code of muni- 
cipal laws for France. Unknown, inexperienced, 
untried men were alone suffered to execute the 
most important functions that mortals can perform, 
and in circumstances of tiie greatest difHculty. 
The result answered to the expectations which all 
reuonable men had formed. The conduct of tlu] 
legutUtive body was that of an inexperienced 
multitude, wholly under the control of the moat 

L y 
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violent parties out of doors, unable to 

own independence, and incapable even of 

ing tbe decorous appearance of a senate in 

hall, as often as the mob rushed into its pi 

But the bad constitution of the new 

was produced not more by the absurd ml^ MiW 

ing all the former members, than by the (^ 

means which the authors of that rule used to filL 

with the creatures of their faction. The dob 

especially the more pc arful one of the Jecobu 

were the instigators of Robespierre's motion i 

the exclusion ; and they assured themselves th 

its result would be to throw into their hands tl 

whole elections of the new legislature. According 

they pursued a course of agitation and canvs 

with the unceasing activity which is only known 

popular bodies, with the boldness which even th 

only possess in the troublous times of revolutions: 

excitement, and with a perseverance unusual 

popular bodies even in those times. The moth 

club of Paris disposed of all the elections then 

* It must be confessed that frequently the French pso] 
displayed in their elections a regard for their principlfli» a 
a sense of gratitude towards public benefiu^tors, which we 
rain look for among the people of our own country. ! 
man of any eminence in the two first Assemblies was < 
eluded from a seat in the Contention or Council of F 
Hundred ; and if any one lost his election in the places of 
own department, some other was sure to choose him. 
^»mdt the extraordinary honour was paid of no less tl 
leen places returning him to the Council of F 
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and the affiliated societies in the departments 
nercised equal sway over the provincial returns, 
i The influence of the clubs therefore, but especially 
of the Jacobin Club, was prodigiously augmented 
hy tbegeDend election ; and over the new Assembly 
they exercised an almost unlimited control. In 
proportion to the obscurity and insignificance of the 
newly-elected deputies was the importance of those 
who had obtained the whole confidence of the 
country by their greab v^xploits in the former 
Assembly. That weight must have been constantly 
felt to bias the deliberations of their unknown and 
nameless successors, even had no means been pro- 
vided of bringing it to bear directly and substan- 
tially upon the proceedings of the legislative body ; 
but the clubs, in which the known leaders, mem- 
bers of the former Assembly, continued to debate all 
questions before the people, and with the greatest 
publicity, seconded by the press, rendered their 
iuflueiice altogether irresistible. If Robespierre, in 
proposing their exclusion from the new Assembly, 
had no other design than the avowed object of ex- 

Hundred. In England, let the man who has rendered the 
most valuable seryices in Parliament, and shown Iiimself tlie 
best qualified to discharge the important duties of a rcpre- 
K.*ntative, lose his seat by any accident, and, for want of 
ftinds and of aristocratic support, he may reckon on being 
left out altogether. No other place feels a call to return 
him, as constant experience has shown, to the extreme dis- 
credit of the English character. 
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tending the popular power, and purifying thC 
legislature from all personal and party taimt, notIiiii(f < 
can be considered more absurd than the scheme |: 
but if his plan was to make the new Assembly tbt 
mere instrument of a few men who had borne swtf 
in the old, and to place the whole powers of tbt 
state in the hands of a few agitators, acting through 
the mob of Paris, the project must be allowed on 
all hands to have been wisely and warily conceivedf 
and certainly its success was complete. 

Fully to perceive the obscurity of the men into 
whose hands the l^slative power was now no- 
minally committed, we have only to look at the 
official reports of the debates during the month 
of October, 1791, when the new Assembly met. 
Forty-three members spoke in the second meetii^ : 
of these the names of sixteen only are given ; the 
remaining twenty-seven are in blank, the reporters 
having been utterly unable to name them; they 
are all called Monsieur • . • • In the third sit- 
ting twenty-seven spoke, and twenty are recorded 
anonymously. The temper of the body, moved 
entirely by the Jacobin Club, may be ascertained 
with almost equal accuracy from the proceedings 
which first were taken. The titles of Sire and 
Your Majesty were refused to the King, the first 
magistrate under the constitution which they had 
just sworn to uphold ; and a seat was allotted to 
him in the Chamber of the size, form, and elevation 
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President's '. Tlie childish natiira of tliene 
res, while it conveyed a notion of the piitly 

that were ruling France, could not corietHl 
he eye of the observer the evil spirit which 
i their deliberaliona. 

I power of the clubs, and especially of the 
na, now rose in proportion to the obacurity 
signilicauae of the men thus unknown who 
I deliberations of the Assembly. Bat it was 

merely holding their nightly meetings, and 

vent tu the most violent sentiments in llieir 
natory harangues, that the Jacobins obtained 
tontrollable an influence. Those niGctinga, 
iibt, of themselves were sufficient to bring 
omplete diacredit the proccetljnys of the 
biy, because they were attended by the ableit 
Mt popular men in public life, and their de- 
latunlly excited &r more interest than those 

obscure Assembly. In this country the 
nent has always found it necessary, for the 
nance of its own superiority and importance, 
y for preserving its existence, to put down 
itrong- hand every rival body. Accordingly, 
r, when the convention was assembled, of 
es to sit in London, discussing public mea- 
ind about to publish reports of their debates, 
rliament passed an Act declaring such a 
f unlawful, as had b<wn done formerly by 
lb Parliament, and slice tlie Uuion by ths 
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British Parliamenty with respect to Ireland. Thv 
ground of the apprehensions which led to thflMF 
measures was the consciousness that, independoit of 
the direct authority of the legislature derived firiMlf 
its actual power, its weight with the people depend^ 
at least in modern times, upon its debates ; and 
that a gpreater portion of that weight than it could 
afford to lose would inevitably be transferred to ths 
rival body. In Paris the Assembly was weakenedf 
and all but suspended, by the operation of the samft 
causes in the proceedings of the Jacobin Club ; 
but though these might, in the end, have proved \ 
destructive to the Assembly, the Jacobins were not 
content to await the result of so slow a prooeas of 
discredit. They determined on keeping alive the 
direct authority of the Assembly, and using it M 
their instrument. They assumed, therefore, the 
tone of superiority, and used the language of di<^ 
tation. Their resolutions were communicated by 
deputations at the Assembly's bar ; but they had 
recourse to other measures for the purpose of 
giving weight to their representations, and over- 
awing at once the executive and the legislative 
fimctions of the state. The municipality of PSarii 
was under the control of the club ; and the mob^ 
chiefly through that body, whose funds were large^ 
and whose servants were very numerous, was lo 
completely at the club's disposal that it couldy 
upon any occasion, bring into the field a force of- 
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Uiousandsy among whom were many desperate men, 
ready at all times for every extremity of sanguinary 
violence. The greatest outrages were indeed, at 
first, not committed in the capital, but by the aftili- 
tted societies, chiefly in the south of France. Alarm- 
ing disturbances broke out, particularly at Nismes, 
where the Catholics and Protestants came into 
collision, exasperating by their religious fanaticism 
the violence of political Action ; and a great number 
of lives were sacrificed to the fury of the contending 
parties. The amount of this slaughter is differently 
stated, but no account reduces it below several 
hondreds; and the Assembly, acting under tlie 
eontrol of the mother club, did not bring to punish- 
ment some atrocious miscreants whose cannibal 
ferocity had been proved before it, but suffered 
them, afler a slight examination, to return and 
renew the same horrors upon the scene of their 
former crimes. 

It appears, from various unsuspected sources of 
information, tliat the leaders of the extreme parties 
were fulJy sensil)le of their having only an incon- 
siderable numerical force compared with those who 
adhered either to the ancient order of things, or 
the new and mixed constitution- The republican 
party formed a very inconsiderable minority every- 
wliere, though in Paris they had a following among 
the literary and scientific classes, and among the 
lower orders, ever ready for change, and prone to 
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fancy that all confusion must benefit them 
the party of the Gironde, the earliest to • 
for a republic, were all along conscious o 
weakness in point of numerical strength, a 
the necessity of overawing the majority by 
demonstrations of physical force. Even af 
had produced its effect in silencing oppositio 
attracting that portion of the multitude wl 
civil broils is always ready to side with thi 
powerful party, we find the Republican 
confessing with bitterness of spirit that th 
but a small proportion of the people witl 
After the overthrow of monarchy, it was a 
of Barr^re, ** II y a une R^^publique — 11 n* 
de n^publicains." — One of the Gironde (Sa 
boasted that hb party '' had defeated the vn 
the country on the 10th August with thre< 
sand workmen.*' — Wlien PtJtion was declari 
there were but five Republicans in all France, 
d*Herbois and Merlin de Thionville, in an 
cation with him, exclaimed, ^^ Nous avons 
dix d'Aotit sans vous, et nous aliens faire 
publique contre vous." — As late as July 3 
we find Merlin de Douai speaking of the 
tion of royalty with horror as meaning '' a fi 
civil war," and arguing on the utter impos 
of forming a republic in an extensive c 
{M^m, de Lafayette^ iii. 383.) — Danton, 
address to the Council of Ministers upon tli 



nii« muwcM KcvuuTnm. 

to be litliKn flir thn itufWiun iif tha i 
lliaallltwIiBiIialtMj Loritpvy, uiil weramntion- 
Vmlun (.'lUl Aiigudt, 1702), iiml ttiuw 
babln g(|tr(u«irinii I "Voiiia titi poiir*^ pa« 
rfW""'"- IVxtrf'nio niUiorlttl <laiM I'tHut du 
■■0MI U rrfpiibllquo." (You ctinnnt Doti> i 
H^^foanolvn* tlie vury ItiifgtilflKant tiit> 
IfiP'Ol party la tliu Duiirilry wlilrii in fbrM i 
Uob^— HI* tnf<-roiiP« fVi>m tlitnimr wu, that 
r alon» wouM gnin the <1iiy. " II fkut lUn 
ftux HoynlUttM. KttVay^si Im I "—On the ov* 

I tiM-Tnoiuo»i>l« dnyt of HnplMHlior, ho followtd ' 
it iKianMiI tvltli thmn uvfir-to-tw-renioitibartd 

II •• Four vniiicrii, (|u« faiit-ll ? l)fl I'ttuhMst 
r* do I'kuddfiQl «t toujoura iIh I'stiilacipl— 
Fnnce wt uuvi!*-.'"' 

urn tlili prlnd|)lc tlin Juitntilns nnd utliw 
n of Uiv dxtivnin piti-ty faltlifiilly nelpil, The 
(Ufa), oompOMiil chiuHy »f dt^piitlei from that 
M, ami thonce derivln|{ tlielr nnme, were men 
qMolAblo chnracfcr, avoriio fur (he niiwt purt to 
At prooeodin^, muoli noniieated with the preM. 
Rpwiilttivo and Hturary eul, dlillklng, evcu 
ling, all piipulnr uaooiatloiiK, but of » blinil 
lelnD III (Hvimr 'if tliftlr own poltllciil npliilom. 
jni thvy BK Niipimiicd not to liave Ikvoured 

it vhiil rMuoii I kiiow iiui, tli« mwt rtinark«t>lt 
i,-rtlal''ani*"l'i"iif;" wru li'lU>iill>> niMlu>ilh.ir« 
l>halj> 111 ihu 'Mmilinir' glvva lliiiin u lii 'ho IhbI 
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republican courses, chiefly from their uii| 
tastes and habits. But, whether fironi 
themselves without any support with any 
of the community if they maintained their 
constitutional doctrines, or from the natui 
dency of those doctrines when embraced wit 
tical zeal to merge in republicanism, certa 
that they soon became tlie chief patrons o: 
extreme views which sought the destruct 
royalty; and tliough disinclined to all es 
were &in to call for so much violence as 
silence their adversaries, giving the minorit 
power through terror which they wanted 1 
force of reason, or on the balance of du 
Accordingly they actively joined in a very in 
attack both upon the Assembly and the ] 
which the republican mob made on the 2 
June, when they marched armed through t 
of the former, and, forcing their entrance ir 
courts and cliambers of the latter, compell 
unhappy monarch to recognize the power 
mob by wearing the red cap, and all but v 
the sanctity of his person. The virtual d< 
tion of the monarchy soon followtnl ; for < 
10th of August the government had not the i 
or Ftition, the mayor, and oilier heads of the 
had not the honesty, to prevent an armed n 
many thousands from occupying the pala 
massacrcingthe Swiss guards, whom Louis ba 
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■Wmlilii Mty penKted in retaining' nbont hb 
HTi vitbtwrt hATing tbe finnoeM to vw iham In 

'he boprisonment of the royal Eunily a«! tbe 
tD^ a KatioD*] ConveDtivn, which at iu fint 
ng estabii^ied tbe Bepublic, nrerr tbe bmnoliUe 
MqoeiMies uf tbu memorable day. Ym a lew 
ks before, nxty-uine out of Ibe e%htf-llirae 
Unaeots into which France was then djvidad, 
■jlmliiint themselves friendly to the exkting 
■HBdante monarchica) constitutioii ; and onfy 
hbga beTore the capture of Ibe TuJleries hj 
mob, a trial of strength between the [airtiea ■■ 
Anembly, on the motion for LB&yeUe'» im- 
>hinent, who had openly declared agaiuEt ck- 
w measures, gave the moderate parly a majoritj^ 
'onr hundred and sii over two hundred and 
■ily-fbur voices. When the blow was filnick, 
I before tbe new elections, these moderate men 
diappeared ; and the CoDT'eDtion, contaitung 
y members of the second or L^islatlve Aa~ 
bly, with all themosteminent ofthefirst orCon- 
lenl, W7W forced to follow with blind deference 
emincila of the republican leaders, or tather 
b«y the dictation of the Jacobin Club. 

xre let iis pause, and respectiully giving; ear 
^ warnings of past experience, aa whispered 
■tliistaric miue, let us calmly revolve in our 
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minds the very important lemons of wisdom an 
virtue, applicable to all times, which these men 
able details from recent annals are fitted to teai 
In the firH place, they show the dangei 
neglecting due precautions against the arts 
the acts of violent partisans working upon 
public mind, and of permitting them to obtaii 
ascendant, by despising their power, or trus 
to their being overwhelmed and lost in the gre 
multitude of tiie peaceable and the good. ' 
numbers of the ill-intentioned may be very 
considerable ; yet the tendency of such extri 
opinions, when zealously propagated because fi 
tically entertained, is always to spread ; their dii 
tion is ever forward ; and the disposition of 
respectable and peaceable classes is ever to 
inactive, sluggish, indifferent, ultimately subi 
sive. When Mr. Burke compared the agita' 
of his day to the grasshoppers in a summer's f 
and the bulk of the people to the British ox, wl 
repose under the oak was not broken by the 
portunate chink rising from the insects of an h( 
he painted a picturesque and pleasing iooAge, i 
one accurate enough for the purpose of show 
that the public voice is not spoken by the clamc 
of the violent. But unhappily tlie grasshop 
fiiils to represent the agitator in this, that it oan 
rouse any one of the minority to the attack ; wl 
the ox does represent but too fiiithfuUy the 
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■hbiM^Tlty, in that he i» seldom roiucd from 
MOiiiuiling half-slum li«r till It is toa late to 
: lib Ate. 

jrt, treOMdty, it is nol merely the activity of 
40r« that lattm them with force to overpower 
nilk of the peopie—their a^ts of intimidation 
hr more efli^i^tuuJ than any assiduity and txij 
ym. We see how a liantlfiil of men leadioe 
^urts iDob overturned the monarchy, and then 
ip and m^ntaiiicd an oligarchy of the most 
jlio character that ever was known in th« 
dj all the while ruling- the vast majority of a 
tatiut utterly loathed them, ruling that peopla 
ptB iron rod, and scourging them with 
MMt. This f^l of IjTanny they accom- 
ed hf terror alone. A rabble of ten or twelve 
lUtd persons occupying the capital overawed 
a million of men as robust, porhapa as brave, 
lemselves ; but the rabble were infuriated, and 
had nothing to lose ; the Parisian burghers 
oalm, and had shops, and wives, and children ; 
Uiey were fain lo he still, in order that no 
■ge should be committed on their property or 

■ persons. The tendency of great meetings of 
s two-fold — their numbers are always 
1 both by the representations of their 

• and by the fears of the bystanders ; and 

I Iri*h dcinBgogaes speak of addressing three and 
Arcd I^LOiuuuid pcrsone iu districis where the vhole 
O of sU >ges ani<nin(9 (o Ifsa than hulf Ihe number. 
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the spectacle of force which they exhibit, and t 
certainty of the mischief which they are capal 
of doing, when excited and resisted by any but t 
force of troops, scares all who do not belong 
them. Hence the vast majority of the peop 
afraid to act, remain quiet, and give the agitate 
the appearance of liaving no adversaries. Th 
reverse the maxim, whoso is not witli us is agaii 
us, and hold all with them whom they may ha 
terrified into silence and repose. That tliis effi 
of intimidation is prodigious, no one can doul 
It acts and re-acts ; and while fear keeps o 
portion of the people neutral and quiet, tlie i 
pression that there is, if not a great assent to t 
agitators, at least little resistance to them, affe 
the rest of the people until the great man 
quelled, and large numbers are even induced 
their alarms partially to join in the unoppoc 
movement. 

But, lastly, it behoves us to consider how pow« 
ful a voice is raised by these facts in condemnati 
of the sluggish, the selfish, the pusillanimous condi 
of those wlio, by their acquiescence and ueutrali 
anu a despicable and unprincipled minority w 
absolute power. And assuredly a warning, aa w 
as a condemnation, proceeils from the same vi 
of tlie facts ; for notliing can be more short-sight 
than the policy of those timid or inactive perK 
who suffer tliemselves, for the sake of present a 
and safety, to be deterred from performing th 
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the community. How deeply blameable 
e respectable classes of the French capital 
iiTing their quiet to their duty, and making 
1 against the clubs and their mob I But 
avy a penalty did they pay for the mo- 
r repose which their cowardice purchased ! 
iign of Terror, under which no life was 
for a (lay; the wholesale butcheries both 
prisoners in September, and by the daily 
>ns that soon followed ; the violence of the 
ition, which filled every family with orphans 
lows ; tlie profligate despotism and national 
s under tlie Directory ; the military tyrarny 
oleon ; the sacrifice of millions to slake his 
)f conquest; the invasion of France by 

troops — pandours, hussars, cossacks, twice 
g in tlie spoils of Paris ; the humiliating 
ion of the country for five years by the 
irniies, and lior ransom by the payment of 
} ; — these were the consequences, more or 
lote, of the Kei^n of Terror, which so burnt 
; memory of all Frenchmen the horrors of 
' as to make an aversion to change for a 

of a century the prevailing characteristic 
)ple not tlie least fickle among the nations, 
render a continuance of any yoke bearable, 
ed with the; perils of casting it off. All 
vils were the price paid by the respectable 
of France, but especially of Paris, for their 
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unworthy dread of resistiug the clubs and 
in 1792. 

Among tiie lessons taught by the Fi 
volution, I have not mentioned the obi 
which it inculcates upon all rulers not to 
the people's rights, nor withhold such r 
the people have a title to expect, and as 
of the national institutions demands. I 
tlie inference from the first stage of i 
event, and not from that last consummati 
wo have been more immediately occup 
The power of the clubs and the Paris 
not at all rest upon t)ie refusal of the Go 
to give whatever improvements were rei 
the state of France. No pretext could 
on any such g^und either to justify or t 
the enormities of those who acted in the ss 
scenes, or the pusillanimity of those who ; 
them to usurp and to abuse supreme pow 
utmost latitude had been given to refor 
every branch of the state long before any 
were made to subvert the constitutional 
ment ; and the success of those attempts ha 
whatever to do with the views or the grie 
Reformers, or with any complaints of the 



We have now traced the cstablishm 
lystem 6f intimidation to its real sou 
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al weakness of the Republican party, and 
•termination to govern the country in spite 
opinions and the wishes of the bulk of the 
lity. They thus succeeded in overthrowing 
larchy, and establishing a republic in its 
but tlie inevitable consequence of thin 
Bpee<iily followed. No sooner were they 
nd almost undisputed possession of power, 
! temper and ambition of individual leaders, 
1 by tlie violence or by the subserviency 
[or persons, their followers, marshalled the 
can body in parties, thirsting for supre- 
nimated with bitter, mutual hatred, and 
mscrupidous about the mc^ans whicli they 
gratify the one passion by usurping the 
M)wcrs of governniont, or the other by 
ng their rivals. Tlie Convention was the 
ig Ixxly of t!ie state : its numbers, between 
ad eight hundred, were far too grwit for 
:l delil)erate discussion ; for uide^s its pro- 
. had become regulated, like those of our 
'liament, by long usfige, and its nu;nil>ers 
i our repn*seMtiitiv(?s, acquired by practice 
its of orderly de))at(?, such a body was 
Y and ineapat)l(> of sustaiiunl deIib(>ration. 
a legislature this defeet wjus unavoidable, 
imately mixed up with its constitution. 
ch mor(^ was the ninuber of it^ members 
ncomputibh; with the fnufttions of a body 
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which poaeessed the executive as well as the 
lative powers, and even interfered with the ji 
authority. Hence the want of a vigorous g( 
ment, in the perils which surrounded the cc 
both from foreign war and from financial e 
rassraent, rendered it absolutely necessary thi 
Convention should delegate its powers to si 
bodies ; and this led to the appointment c 
Committees whose names have become so £ 
in the history of the times — the Committ 
General Security and Public Safety {JDe a 
GhUrale and De SaltU Public) — of whic 
tatter soon assumed the whole executive po^ 
the state. It consisted of nine, and aflerwa: 
ten, members, among the most eminent < 
Jacobin party. 

Let it not, however, be supposed ths 
Convention was a body insignificant from its 
oosition, like the Legislative Assembly. 1 
Ikr too numerous for action, but it containc 
most able and eminent men of the day. 
first place there were fifty-seven of the Const 
Assembly, including twenty-two of the m< 
markable of its members — as Robespierre, 1^ 
Prieur de la Marne, Merlin de Douai, Gn! 
Barrere, Boissy d'Anglas. Then there were 
•ix of the Legislative Assembly, much lee 
tinguished men, as might be expected, yet incl 
fiMir or five of eminence — as Condorcet, Mei 
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mviiJe. TliNillicrewcnififty-di^tiBa^vlnibs, 
» of whom txen eminent-- an CuubsUi^T^ 
HBT, Itobncijni, lAnivcillurv txpntx, Kubivjot 
OUBI nil n««[>ecUl)Iu umn : twenty ■*wva lulvo- 
I, including Dsnton, Guitoii do MurvMii, tlie 
jntetl chuniisi, I'nuEain Grftmlpn-, Kinord, 
HUideau, Blllaud V&ruiu«!s,V«j^Uu<l; treaty 

pbfMcumsi including Fourcioy, LtuiUiense, 
ijr, ^icliuueriuux, Dulxiucliet, Itourgaing ; 
oou bisliops, including Robert Lintl«[, Gnt 
i, Thibault; tive i'roteetniit uiiiustara, io- 
Lng ItftbaiU St. Etieone, LaaonnB; ninsWen 

uT letteiv, ulutost all of wham had btteu 
umbfy Imotvu by their writings, but IiaJuinal. 
at d'Herliois, Clicnier, Dupuis, Ft^ron, Fabra 
rlnDtiut;, Mercier, were the most (listinf^uyiml ; 
liicb must be added twenty -sIk vtiia had become 
va for thdr merits, either at inen of speculation 
rlion ; and in this last class were enrolled the 
es of CaruiU, Barms, Cambon, DesmoulinB, 
Just, Gaspariu, Isnarii, Legeudiv, TallJeu, 
ois Ciuncc. 
. body Uiua uoiuposed, and cbosen by the nation, 
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course taken of delegatiDg the whole ex( 
functions to Committees of small numbers, a 
firmness with which the Convention's coni 
and support were given to those Commit 
above all praise. Their plan of proceeding 
adopted, that of making reports from these 1 
and raising discussions in the Assembly itsel: 
the subjects brought forward, had the efl 
griving the executive power a constant S' 
from the people, whose interest in the publi 
ceedings was thus kept alive ; and the Grovei 
acted, or seemed to act, as the organ of the 
mnnity, while its vigour was proportioned 
narrow limits within which its powers war 
oentrated. The wonderful exertions made i 
public defence, the progress of the national 
in foreign conquest, the facility with whit 
whole resources of the state were called for 
employed for the exisencios of its service, ] 
fully attest the genius which presided ov 
revolutionary councils, and the vigour which c 
(hem into efiect. The Convention was, li 
Venetian aristocracy, the ruling power; I: 
authority was wielded by the Committee, 
like the Council of Ten, while the Revolut 
Tribunal supplied the Inquisitor's place. F! 
if no other motive had animated and actuati 
sj'stem but a desire to defend France, or e 
extend her dominions ! — chappy, if, with th< 
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khiolt the cniuititiitinii tnsetnwftd, tlit^rn hiui not 
^tiiDMsd to ^(iw awl fivc-rf>iitvur, tbnt tvmir which 
hMl ftmn tlie ourliur ttiucH cif the KiivoluLioii prcivetl 
ttio nialnaprlti^ ufall it* movenieutiii I , 

Vwry hr ntherwitv wm cast tho lot of Kmnoo 
fUidcr tlifrltcpubliuin chkra who nuw litul tiJotltwt 
llhoaMlvei wiiii tlie Kupreiite power to (ljr«ct all 
ilvaftin. Tho syetmi uf Intimidation which hud 
Niwii them to thtnr " bad nnincncn,*' wm nuv 
pimued to retain tt, by crushing tint, next by 
nlenniufttiiig, itll thu Ivadiug men uinoug tht<ir 
their aclveraaries. But they li^gan with 
Vl^ to^ &inily; hoping to striko An universal 
4anyr into their opponents by the ni^n&l example 
fifft kiB{; Muirif)c«d to th& prevailing facUoii imotift 
Jda people i not, however, before they had l«8ued 
■ (tecree, unexampled in the history of the worlil, 
by whtah tboy promJH^ the aid of their victorioiix 
^tm* til whatever uation chose to throw off tbe 
fokeofttii rulers, and establinh a republican ij^vern- 
nent In the atead of its ancient monarcliical instl- 
hition*. It was thus the declared resolution <>f tho 
EVuQoh Itsuiers not only to anuiliilate ail oppusitiun 
M Imme among the Royalist party, but to surround 
tbair n«w republic with almilar dynasties, in ordor 
to |M:r(ietuuli4 tho ilomination of thiur revolutionary 
frtnoiplea by rendering them univfriu]. 

te*t slthough the death of the King had been 
MMlved upon by Iho Jdcoliin lnaderH, n/iil eveiy 
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resource of the clubs and of the municipalit 
called forth to accomplish this purpose, the gx 
difKculties were experienced iii the Conve 
To surmount these, attempts were made to pi 
discussion, and come to au immediate vote, 
means were resorted to for hampering the K: 
his defence. At List the speeches of the me 
were not permitted to be heanl, but were oi 
to be given in, written, that they might be ri 
printed. The able defence of the advocate 
the dignified demeanour of tlie illustrious v 
produced a great efiect both on the Assembl 
on the country at large. The Gironde ; 
which really had the majority in the Conve 
were for the mo^;t part ;i;i;'ainst a capital punishi 
and if the vote had been taken on the sen 
before the vote upon the appeal to the Pr 
Electoral Assemblies, there cannot be a 
tliat this ap|)€al would Iiave been carried i 
event of a capital punishment being awart 
the first in8tanc<^ Hut t\w leaders craftily 
vented this result, which thi*y foresaw ; an< 
Convention, by a blunder perhaps unexainpl 
the proceedings of a great btxly of men actj 
their deliberative ca^Micity, sufiered tlie quest 
the ap])eal to be decided before the facts 
known, or the circumstances had occurred ' 
were calculattKl most imperatively to gove 
decision. Hence the jealousy of the pr 



niwbllity, liavo prorprrwl ertm liint [iKMiNsBt 
itlni acquittal to ttic M.-ntnnco of ilmth, hml 
licun tiu oilier allernative. Agalcut tbe np- 
t)i<jr« HocInruH 424 to 283; tbe Tot« haviiig 
■ aunntmaitii agniniit an nbaoliitn ocqnitUl. 
e of (Jvatli, wiii^u tlie voliw cume In bo 
, Bftpeared to have been carrltNl otily by 
lorlty of Rvfl, 721 hnving votei) mit of lfa« 
vto corapnwil the Cniivuntkin.* Thcrv enniint 
niore utriking pruuf iiow little tho voice uf tlie 
by at Ittrf^* weul witli tbe proceedliiifii of the 
iblicftn leaders, tliaii this largf. minority in nu 
mbly cliOMD unrlcT tiici {iow<irflil and univnml 
encci of lh«! clnhH and the niabi, at»l ■itUng at 
1 nuder the ronnlaiit exertion of tbnt liiiluenee 
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Convention itself to the control of the clubs. 
ertablishment of the Revolutionary Tribunal : 
.he way for this soon afler the execution o 
King. A body of six, acting alternately 
and three, as judges, ^ns appointed by the Co 
lion, to try, with tlie assistance of a jury chos 
the electoral bodies, and of a public accuser n 
by the Convention. The jurisdiction of this c 
ful tribunal extended over all political offe 
and the Convention, rather than the public 
secutor, put parties upon their trial before it. 
punishment of death was immediately after de 
by law, against all acts, all publications, all 
ings, tending to restore the monarchy or a 
the Republican government; and the su] 
tendence of the public safety was then confki 
the celebrated Committee, which has already 
mentioned as soon engrossing the whole exec 
power of the State.* 

* SalMt public has generally been rendered pMic j 
bat the word was rather aaivcUion of the public, and ex 
od, indeed, its eminent functions and extraordinar 
pointment, as if under a pressing exigency to reset 
State from perdition. It was appointed on the 6th of 
1793, OQ the proposition of Isnard, one of the most 
daring, and enthusiastic of the Kopublioau chio&, a 
adherent uf the Gironde party, in whoso proscripti 
■hired, though he escaped death by flight He was 
highly respectable fiunily of Grasse, still among the f 
that town. I have the pleasure of knowing them well 
living iu their neighbourhoi^i. 



ii; Ibe Qui!cu ta douti by a ntucL trial befen 
ItivvlulioHary Triburifd. By & Uk« pNoeed* 
1i«; put Cusliiie, oiio of iLeir vtsy Iwtt 
lU, to il«th Tot hiivinjr surrendcird V«le«- 
», wheu it wiu In £ict Uilen kj rrguW aiegek 
bj atom). Tlicy |>r«veuied a IJoyaliM ioaor- 
n al Ljom b; dMlrojing a groU {NUtof iIhI 
city, and iniiauc-rciiig nuuy hundrMb of ill 
lOcata. The}* prucurvit the tx«isalioa of tba 
■da Indura, BfUmI. Vitt^uukI, ami tv«ntj 
Ii mkI tliv^- Mcriticoil in lik« maniMU' U> Uwu 
g£ KBgvMloe anil iiist nf paver Mme of tbo 
JpJBWit ■oiilicn ukI plulmuplMn of ¥t*ai!a, 
fptt noacdutnl, Bailly, L«TOiBifr, lo wltooi 
■ Added BarM¥«. lli« KKccnor uf Mlwb ti , 
Ar Urn gT«U«8t onilnr of the AnenUy, ud 
[rV«ow» and accomplbbed Botands. 

1 nf tliA ttriMotiDe oi i 
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esKchai^ connected with ooanter-ieniliit 
proceedings were all brought befinre the tri 
and all condemned to die in the maas. M. Bt 
a celebrated lawyer, and fiither of the i 
Carlist leader in our times, happened to ca] 
notary named Martin, a highly respectable 
wholly unconnected with politics. A few 
after he had seen him in his office, M. Berxy 
the cart carrying its miserable lading to thf 
of punishment, and to his unspeakable horr 
M. Martin among the victims. He was ex< 
On inquiry it was found that his name iuu 
appended to the bill to authenticate a notai 
— that is, the protesting of the bill — ^with 
therefore he not only had no more concer 
the paper-maker or ink-seller, who had fui 
the materials of the instrument, but he ai 
bad rather been concerned in a proceeding i 
its validity. All the parties to it had bee 
demned in their absence ; and the only qi 
put to M. Martin was, whether he acknow! 
his handwriting. On his answering in t 
linnative, he was told that the sentence a 
to him, and must be executed.* A resp< 
nuuu M. Frecot de Lantz, of eighty yea 
bed -ridden for twenty years, and so deaf t 
wan wholly unable to hear the questions put 
trial| was condemned and executed for I 
* SouTeuiTS de Berryer, vol. i. p. 214. 



rivan to South America, brought back B 
«d Older of the Spanish government for six 
4 pounds, which no Patia banking hoDsd 
Uecount, denounced ten or twelve of the first 
tmerdy because they had refused tn hnnonr 
Some were executed, olhera paid vaU 
r escape, Couthon declaring that thd 
feAWed to Heron the discovery of some of 
1^ because the wealtliieBt,'^ eonapimlnrn ; " 
er of tlie CoaventioD proteHling 
wer knew a better revolutiouist.J For 
e banker, M. Magna de In Unlae., 
in, bringing passports reudyHigaed, 
manded twelve thousaiiiJ pounds, 
uefiised, luid the miserable man, HgninHt 
bnept the raiscreunt lleron's talw, ttieic 
Kf^ the shadow of n charge, much lera any 
CihurriedtotheseEitfold.^ ThGincidtibtAOMs 
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numberleM of n simflAr malignant rencmir, wrp 
did CDpidity ; aod no doubt can remvn of thit fa 
litJM which thooanguiniiry cniirneof tlinCmnmlQi 
ftflbrded ibr gratifying all nich vile prii}i«iuitlw 
Then, as if the Revoltitlonuy Tribune] kflbnll 
too little scope for the purpotmlion of wliolvi 
mnrder, new expedients of hlmtd w«!r6 devbed. > 
law was propounded to itiert'osc the number of tfc 
time, by making four Itevol it denary Tribunals tit [ 
tfao Miiie time, and condemning persons wttkoi 
hearing their defence. It had, ua early a* Oetobe 
1793, been decreed that if any trial lasiod tkfl 
days and no sentence was passed, the trtbua 
miglit declare its conscience satisliod, cIom 4 
prooeedings, and pronounce judgment In tint Jm 
fbllowing came the contninimation of ii^iuillae, t) 
incredible law (hat if the tribunal waa mIM 
dther with moral conviction or material prooQ 
might wilhont evidence proceed to comivmnUitf 
Advocates wero by the some' infemnl law denladll 
pftrties accused, for tlw reason uBi^ied, UiM tl 
patriotic juror* were the protectors of oil pAtrfOtSj 

" In Ilaboiipl.-riv'a tiBDii-writing tlio dmujilit *m ftooA 
«ot of tluw> iti-lntsblc lawi iB pmmblc teti Ibrlb t 
dctajv which hnil oeciirNul frtini llm illfllriiHy of ocntlcdl 
•minenl [enenw, nnd thr vnnpx Itiua kfl'iin1i>i1 tn KAMia^ 
tmDulu sod coDnWr-rvvnIiitioiiir; liitrijrur* ; uul 1l i[lm 
tlw gnmnd of the new Uw, llial "11 U at l>nct^ <i1«ii4 ■ 
oiminrj' in tbr inutulioc of tlie Bcvetoitonar]' TVihund 
lot^trt to (tUuiuI praccdarv criuHn nf wliltli n wIiDb nA 
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and that ooDBpirators deserved no aasistaiice! 
Tlieae laws soon raised the number of victims to 
SKven and eight hundrecf in a month.* 

Il dis dmonnoer, and the miivene the witnen." — It then 
isfures the pruident to open the fourth day's sitting with 
ft qnorticm to the jury, **Is their conscience sufficiently 
hftrmedf ** (^8:2(itrA); and on an affirmatiye answer, he is * 
insMdlately to pronounce sentence. He ia also peremptorily 
nqured to suffer no questions {interpellationi), nor any 
otiher incident inconsistent with this law. (^Papien In^dita, 
fBt ii. p. 1.) 

* la April, May, June, July, 1793, the numher of execu- 
tes was only 41. In the five following months it had risen 
to S06, — viz. four times as many. In the first three mouths 
if 1794 it was 281, or above double that of the former period. 
But it then went on awftilly increasing, so that in May it 
VIS 324 ; in June 672 ; and in July 895, without reckoning 
Sobespierre and his party, executed at the end of that 
■HODth. As many as 07 perished in one day, 7th of 
July. It is a most remarkable fact that a very great pro- 
portion of the persons thus put to death were of the most 
obscure station, and many were women of very advanced 
Ige ; nor can there be a doubt that the guillotine ministered 
to the craving of personal and family cupidity, or spite. Ju 
die provinces, especially in the south, the same ()lo()dy sc(>ni>» 
were enacted : the fiery temperament of the people increasing 
b those parts the violence of faction. Some places are noted 
ftr the fury with which the passions were inflamed. At 
(kange near Aix, in Provence, the worst atrocities were ]>er- 
yetrated. The same place exposed NajK)leon'8 life to innui- 
■cnt hazard wheu he made his retreat to Elba in 1814. In 
1830, its people were so split into violent parties, that each 
ftmily was divided against itself. Nor can tlie traveller at 
this day fail to mark, as he but passes, the fierce aspect of it<i 
inhabitants. The atrocities, however, connnitted by 

VOL, V. l> 
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Tlie revolutionary mode of proceeding, whei 

once adopted at Ftois, was extended to the tribonal 

in the provinces. Indeed we find the oonsdtatioi 

of the revolutionary tribunal of Orange planne 

some weeks before the new system was establishei 

in the capital. These are the remarkable direc 

tions for its process— concise enough, and abun 

dantly significant : — " Ce tribunal jugera tevdi 

tionnairement, sans instruction tksrite, et sai 

assistance de jures. Les t^moiiis entendus, h 

interrogations fixites, les pieces a charge lue 

Taccusateur public entendu, le jugement sera pit 

nonc^."* There is an entire omission of tl 

defence, and of all evidence in exculpation.- 

(Papiers Inedits, vol. i. p. 101.) It b remarl 

able that though the six members to compose th 

sanguinary court were carefully selected, wit 

power to divide themselves into two courts for exp 

diting their horrid business, not many days elapsi 

before some of them showed symptoms, if not ' 

tender uciis, yet at least of r^;ard for justice, ai 

monster Carrier at Nantes, where the Loire was literal 
dyed with loyalist blood, have long attiuned the dread! 
emiueuce of almost making the other cruelties of the tii 
be forgotten. 

* '* This tribunal sliall try in the revolutionary mann* 
-without written indictment, and without jury. After hei 
ing the wituessi's, interrogating the aecused, reading t 
documents in support of tlie charge, and hearing the pub 
|>k'06ecut(M', sentence shall bo prcnounccd.**. 
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of reluetMioe to commit wholesale murder. The 
ftetideatf Fanvetz, writes to Payan, the natiooal 
igent of the municipality of Paris, who suffered 
with Bobe^^erre, that their proceedi]^p^ thoiigli 
•fiarding a brilliant contrast with that of the 
THbunal c^ NImes— having in six days sentenced 
197 penons, which was more than they had done 
at Ntmee is as many months — were yet hampered 
and thwarted by the over-scrupulous nature of 
three of their members ; one of whom, Fonrosa, is 
loe fond of forms, and though an ^' excellent person, 
yet fiUk somewhat short of the revolutionary point f ' 
another, Meilleret, *^ utterly useless in the pout he 
fili, so fitr as sometimes to acquit counter-revolu* 
Uonary priests, and to require proofs of guilt, as in 
the ordinary courts of the old regime." — " God 
grant," ejaculates the pious chief judge, ^' that 
Ragot, Ternex, and myself, who are up to the 
right pace (qui sommes au pas), may not be taken 
ill ! Should such a misfortune happen, the tribunal 
would only distil pure water, and be at best on a 
level with the ordinary courts of the country." 

This account of the peculiar structure of Fon- 
rosa's understanding, which made him slow in put- 
ting innocent men to death, drew from I'ayan a 
most warm but affectionate reinonstrance ; which 
we find among the documents appended to Cour- 
tois'ii Re]M>rt. After referring to his own long 
experience in such proceedings, he earnestly be- 

I) 2 
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seeeheB him to consider the entire difierenoe beti 
a revolutionary and an ordinary tribunal ; that 
wholly immaterial to ask whether or not the 
cuaed has been heard patiently, and at leiigtl 
his defence ; but only whether he is guilty or 
and that in consid^ng this the judge's conaci 
is to stand in the place of all the old fiwms. 
exhorts him not to be afraid of the innocent sv 
ing, but only of the guilty escaping ; affirming 
whoever has not been for the Revolution has 
against it, and simply because he has done 
public service : and he reminds him that whc 
escapes punishment will one day be the deai 
many Republicans. In fine, he tells him, " 
have a great mission to fulfil. Forget that nf 
has made you a man, and endowed you with 
ings *' (Oublie que la nature te fit homme et 
sible) : " remember that all those who aflbcte 
be wiser and more just than their colleagues 
dther crafty conspirators or weak dupes, unwc 
of the Republic ; and choose between the love 
the hatred of the people.*' He closes this sin^ 
letter by professions of the purest esteem, wl 
he says, has dictated it, and by calling on his 
respondent to read it over and over again ( 
€esse)y and ^' especially before trying the wret 
whom he has to destroy." — (JRapport de Com 
p. 897.) Fonrosa's answer to thb letter, justii 
himself, would seem to show that there was h 
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iili>iiil<ir fi>iini1iilin)j fi>r lli(> ohnr^u iiia<le iip;nfnNl liiin. 
He only appmn to liavo rwiiiir<>il thai roiiiv noti' 
■hoiilrl btt kq)t of thii nnmM and diMif^tintintu uf 
the purtlM tritHi, uf tlto h«iuta of tlie utianroa, aii<l 
of the principal polntu of tlie evl<lenco. The sniiil] 
number of clerku, howovor, roniinrtHl tliln a ncrioiiit 
tnterruptlon tn thn work of lil(Hi<i g iiiiil htince the 
finpntitrnra of hII huoIi fonnnlltlea tratifiod bj the 
ehlttf .juriKe. to wfiMo \iMvT of cninpiuint J hBvn 
iilvpftnt. 

It Is iKMHltow til nnilliply oMimpleii i but tti«pro- 
MedingM at I.yuiiN iwpiiro a few wnrtlH. We liavc, 
'nnon^ tnaiiy other reoorftn of tl iw t ftgl al noonpn, 
the pornwpomloncB of the p I Ip 1 u r i tlit-ni, 
CoHot <l'!1rTb>»U. Tn muno fllol^l 1- uolrr'a 
Dutna In nlno nppfniiM ; but I h I lui { j I ale Bt 
iMwt, ponltlvely tlmM tlie a ll e til y f f o wih- 
lerlptlun. as we Hhftll iinerwn I I I nl Sliin- 

hiipe's valiinblo notp. 

Th(i iicpnniplij'h merit of CI! u I ijliji'ct, 

Dm (leatructlon of Lyons, is obi ructed by the vaat 
nnmber of the Inhabllaiils — 150,000; and both he 
Mid Couthon are found planning the dispersion of 
tone 100,000 of them over the country, where 
they might mingle with the ]t«piihltcan population, 
tnd become partaken of Its civic virtues. How- 
ever, u &r as man could act in such circumstanceK, 
C<^ot boMta of hit progreea ; and he lays down his 
prlnolples ; — " We have revived iliu atrion of tx 
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Republican justice," he says, ^' prompt and ten 

as the will of the people ! It must strike trai 

like the lightning, and only leave their aahei 

existence I In destroying one in£tmous and re 

lious city, you consolidate all the rest. In caui 

the wicked to perish, you secure the lives of 

generations of freemen. Such are our princip 

We go on demolishing, with the fire of artil 

and with the explosion of mines, as fast as possi 

But you must be sensible that, with a popula 

of 150,000 inhabitants, these processes find m 

obstacles. The popular axe cuts off twenty h< 

a^lay, and still the conspirators are not daun 

The prisons are choked with them. We 1: 

erected a Commission, as prompt in its operat 

as the conscience of true Republicans trying t 

tors can possibly be. Sixty-four of these were i 

yesterday on the spot where they had fired on 

patriots; two hundred and thirty are to fall 

day in the ditches where their execrable works 

vomited death on the Republican army. Tl 

grand examples will have their effect with 

cities that remain in doubt ; where there are i 

who affiBCt a false and barbarous sensibility, w 

ours is all reserved for the country."* 

*** The admixture of private irith pablie feeling is H 
in this, as in all the other pieces of the Jacobin corres|) 
ence; and Robespierre, generally called ** Jfoxtan/in, 
** Ow dear Maximilian,*' is the object of constant iclid 
and tenderness. ' 
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Suca, in Fftris and the provinces, were the pro- 
ceedings of the Reign of Terror, while tlie Trium- 
virate, Robespierre, Couthon, St. Just, bore sway, 
until at length the discovery of a Hat, in which 
many deputies were proscribed and marked for 
execution, roused the Convention from its slumber 
of fear, overthrew the tyrants, and restored some- 
thing like security and freedom to the legislature 
and the people of Paris, while the analogous pro- 
ceedings of the provincial clubs and tribunals were 
also suspended. 

We may now pause awhile to contemplate the 
character, intellectual as well as moral, and to scan 
the views of the singular men who played the chief 
parts in that terrible drama, of which we have 
been observing the successive scenes. And of one 
thing we may rest fully assured, that they commit 
a great mistake who ascribe, as was very generally 
done at the time, no motives but those of mere 
■uiguinary cruelty or insane ambition to their con- 

•* All those," continues Collot, ** who have traversed the 
reTolution with a firm step (that is, nnnifflcd by * false and 
barbarous sensibility') are inseparably united together. It 
is the love of their country that cements the fraternal friend- 
ship which knits their hearts together. Give the assurance 
of my friendship, entire and unalterable, to your Republican 
&mily. Squeeze, in my name, Robespierre's hand. Your 
ion, a good citizen, a happy father, already strong in the 
principles in which he has been brought up," &c. " What 
t satisfaction for Republicans, the fulfilment of these duties !" 
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duct. Tliat wiUi most of them iheir proceedingil 
degenerated into such courses — that the moN 
sava^ and selfish parts of their nature fiuallj 
prevailed, and bore them away from every humaoi 
att'iHition or virtuous principle, may be very tnwj 
and yet most of them began with being the dupei 
of exaggerated patriotism and public spirit, tin 
sport of a political and philosophic fanaticism ; and 
it was only after these dangerous excesses hid 
steeled their minds against the ordinary impulaai 
of our nature, that they gave themselves up to Um 
propensities of a more vulgar ambition, ami 
indulged in the more common gratification of per 
sonal hatred or vengeance. That a fiuniliarit] 
witli scenes of blood, both in the field and on Um 
scalFoIil, htul prodiiciHl its natural effect in Iiardeo 
iug the heart, and that thii fanatical sentiments oi 
enthusiasm IkkI borne their appointed fruit, a 
making tiie sufferings and even extinction of othen 
disregarded when they were the means workiii| 
towanis the end so vehemently desTed, can no\\ia( 
be doubted. 

The reconlii of the Reign of Terror bear constan 
witness to these positions. But perha]M no sue! 
testimony is stn)nger tlian that of the correspond 
ence published afler Rob(»spicrre*s downfall ii 
May, 1794: to parts of which I have alrea^ 
referrwl. The C<»mniittw of Public .Safety bad 
acconling to its usual policy of having an emiivarj 
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to aid or to cr>ritrol the national reprenontativf) in 

efoy important, piiu*<'. H(*iit M. Jiilicn to Bordeaux, 

when Yflabeati wits simjHicXtnl of luiing lukewarm, 

md to Nantes, w!ti*rf (!:irri(^r had rendered hiniMclf 

vemarkable for an MUM^rupulouB exccHs of zeal — an 

CBuev, however, whirh (Uhm not appear to have ere* 

ilid any very unfavourable feeling towanlrt him 

OH the part of the executive government. We find 

tUi emiMary writing confidentially to liobebpierre 

iivpecting the mouHter Carrier and hit» atrocious 

■urden ; but not a word of execration finds or 

faces ita way into his narrative. He speaks of 

Royalist soldiers butchered, and of the Loire 

flowing Tin\ with blood ; but it is only to express 

Un Borniw for the pestilence engendered by the 

heaps of corfMcs, and for the iin|)edimentM occa- 

Hone«i to the navigation of the river. Whether it 

be tliat he dared not reprobate the acts of patriotic 

butchery, even in writing to his colheague, for ftar 

his lettftr should l>e ntad, and ex|H>HC him to the 

ftiry of z<*aloiis citizens, or tiiat he n»ally was «il- 

loiiM (o all fe4;linij;s of liuniunity, m^^ds hardly l^e 

ior|iiirerl into ; the inference is the Hanie on <ut.her 

aippoftition.* The same Kiience is to be n:niark(;<l 

• Papism Ii»«'<iit>i trouv^^s chez lt<;lH"KpkTr«, vol. iii. p. 44. 
This work is of the (l<'<;iM'ht inU'.raHt. WIm-ii the Triiiriiv irate 
»eru overthrown at the nivolution of tin; 0th iiimJ lotli 'J'h^fr- 
ludor, tlwrti were found niuny paptrre in tlio ri:\x jMUtrU:H of 
liofjchpifrrrc, St. Jiut, an<l othf^rH. A (U}U\ui\Wh: wan charged 
lo draw up a report, aud Courtoiii made it to Uie Ojuveutiou. 

D 3 
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in the correspondence respecting Collot d'J 
boi8*8 massacres at Lyons ; or rather, Julien br 
it as a charge against Ysabeau that he had spc 
disrespectfully of those celebrated Jusilladet.* 
like remark arises upon a &ct communicatee 
Lord Stanhope, which the reader will find in 
interesting notes upon Fouch6. When that fim 
revolutionary leader was denying his share in 
proceedings at Lyons, and was reminded of 
reports published in his name jointly with his a 
elate Collot, his answer was that ^^ to have me 
contradicted his havii^ the share ascribed to 
in the massacres would have exposed him to 
struction,"— that is, because it would have b 
kened a disapproval and repudiation of the hoE 
intended to be done him. 

But though all these scenes ended in perver 
the nature of the actors, and even in some dfi| 
of the spectators, the chiefs of the Revolution n 
originally of a better temper, and actuated 
purer feelings. This is even, to a certain ext 
true of Robespierre, the most remarkable of tl 
all ; but it is true of him in a very much le 
measure than of any other revolutionary ol 
e^^ept St. Just. 

It was printed in one volume. But in 1828 the sappici 
papers were published in three volumes, with Cmuti 
Hepoit* 

* Fapicrti Inedits troovcs chez Bobefpicrro, toI. iii. p^ 
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rould be difficult to point out withi[i the whole 
;e of history, ancient or inodern, any penoD 

played so great a part as Kobespierre with so 
a genius. Those wlio were not brilliant, whose 
s vere not such as dazzle the vulgar, and thus, 
leetowing fame and influence, aniooth the way 
Mwer, have generally possessed aonie depth of 
llect, some mental force which compensaled, 
for more than compensated, the want of shining 
lilies ; or, if their intellectual endowments wera 
lemte, they have by n splendid courage struck 

into the hearts of mankind ; or at least by 
'Borditiary vigour and constitutional firraneM 
jmrpose, they have overpowered, though mon 
riy, all resistance to their will, and with con- 
icy won their way to the bead of afibiia. Nor 
inataocea wanting, and pcrhapa Henry lY. of 
iwe ia the most remarkable, of amiable db- 
tions gaining the affections of men, and making 
Ibr the want of any very extraordinary gifts 
n- of a moral or an intellectual kind. But in 
leqtierre we can trace not a veetige of any sucb 
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kinds of excellence, if it be not tbat he was 
remitting in his pursuit of aggrandisement, 
had OS much firmness in this regard as was < 
sistent with a feeble and cowardly nature, 
is the secret of his rise to be found in the circ 
stances of the times ; these were common to 
candidates for power ; and he who outstrips 
competitors must have some superiority over ti: 
natural or acquired, to account for his success. 
It may be admitted, in all probability, that 
vices had in the peculiar crisis a ciiief part in 
mastery which he obtained ; and his early 
session of a secret more imperfectly known 
others, perhaps only to him in its entirety, was 
which, when coupled with those great vices, enal 
him to act his extraordinary part. He, from 
dawn of the Revolution, saw with perfect clear 
and precision the disposition of the multitud 
be roused, their power when excited, and 
manner in which to excite them most surely, 
perceived with unerring certainty the ma^ 
effect of taking extreme courses, g^tlfying t 
disposition to excess, freeing them by remo' 
all restraints, and, above all, avoiding the 
of quenching the flame by any interpoHitioi 
moderate councils, any thwarting of the s] 
that had been raised. The perfectly unscnipu 
nature of his mind, the total want of all kiiMll 
i^eiitlu feelings, the dtvtitution of even comi 



faiiinanity when Ihe purpose of grotilyiiig- llie pro- 
pensity to violeuce waa to be accoDiplislied, aiid 
Ihe giiperadded e^rritemeIlt of the war to make the 
mob first his tools, and theo his slaves, enabled 
him to ratiate that thirst, first of destruction, then 
of Eune, which stFiftiy beeaioe a fiercer thirst of 
power, and while it could hardly be slaked by any 
draughts of the iniosicatiug beverage, clothed him 
with the attributes of a fiend towards All who 
either would interrupt or would share his infeniHl 
debauch. 

The frame of his mind was eminently fitted for 
toslaining as well as devising the part which he 
))layed. From his earliest years he had never been 
known to indulge in the frolics or evince the gaiety 
bt youth. Gloomy, solitary, austere, intent upon 
his work, careless of relaxation, averse to amuse- 
ment, without a confidant, or friend, or cien com- 
fonioa, it is recorded of Lim tliat al the College of 
%>ouis le Grand, where be was educated with 
Camille, Freron, and Le Brun, he was never seen 
Once to smile. As a boy and a youth he was 
ranarkable for vanity, jealous}', dissimulalion, and 
Trick, with an iniiiicib!''' nb-itnipy on all subjects, 
■ itelfinhness liardly iiittuml, ii dis^silion incapable 
of forgiving any injury-, bat n close concealment 
of bis resentment till the occasion arose of gratifying 
It, and tij] he dared to show it in safety. It would 
faave been difticult to bring into the tempest of the 
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Revolution qualities more likely to weather it 
fuxjj and take advantage of its force ; but he lackei 
the courage which alone can enable any man lon^ 
to ** ride in the whirlwind and direct the storm ;' 
for his nature was essentially base and timidi thi 
frame of his body corresponding to the paltrines 
of his soul. Nature had likewise given warning t 
the beholder by marking his aspect with a singula; 
ugliness and meanness, which the ravages of tb 
small-pox rendered still more forbidding. 

With these defects, and that entire want o 
generous, or kindly, or even ordinarily humai 
feelings which they betoken or cause, he pnnniiWH 
some qualities which mainly contributed to hi 
elevation, first from the obscurity of a not ver 
eminent practitioner at the not very celebratei 
bar of Arras, to distinction in the Constituen 
Assembly; and afterwards from the position o 
a second-rate debater* to the supreme power ii 
the state, which he wielded during by fitr the moa 
critical period of French history in any age. Hi 
thirst, first of distinction to gpratify his inordinat 
vanity, and then of power to feed the ambition tha 
had grown up in so rank and poor a soil, was in 
ordinate, and, possessing his whole soul, left » 
place for any rival principle of action, no avenw 
open to any natural feeling which might diqpnti 

* This anderrafing applies to his powers as a ddwMi 
only. His eloquence was unquestionable as a speaker. 
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fer maataiy with the ruluig passion. From his 
eurlieflt years, when the question was merely of 
vaoityy this was his nature ; and viewing all rivals, 
all obstacles, as only to be extirpated and destroyed, 
ho would have killed, if he dared, the competitors 
for a college prize or a school reward, as re- 
looneleflBly as he afterwards exterminated the Bris- 
sots, the Huberts, and the Dantons, who crossed 
the path of his ambition. Vanity often prepares 
the soil for amfaitioo ; but generally like a crop 
which is to be consumed before the more important 
growth begins, with which that base weed seldom- 
it seen to grow upi But the personal conceit of 
Eabe^ierre kept pace with his love of dominion ; 
tffiroDts offered to it caused many of his murders ; 
nay, its indulgence seriously affected his power, 
and it is more than probable hastened his down- 
fiill. For the festival in honour of the Supreme 
Being, the precursor of his fate, and a main as- 
sistance to his enemies, was wholly unnecessary 

j for re-establisliing religion, and, except ministering 
to his personal vanity, gained no object but that 
of exciting distrust and alarm among tiie infidel 

i parts of the community, without at all reconciling 

j the votaries of Christianity. 

From the entire occupation of his mind by the 

I prevailing propensity, j)roceeikHl, of course, his 

exclusive devotion to its gratification.* It may 

* My late leanud and ahW friend M. Lakanal, in his vain* 
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be questioned whether in the whole courae < 
life Kobespierre was for an instant unoeci 
with the subject — whether he ever wasted 
thought upon any other. The effect of thi 
solute devotion is incalculable. It supplies i 
deficiencies; it gives force to very mod 
strength of mind ; it calls forth the whole 
sources of the individual; it nerves the faci 
with a vigour for want of which far ampler pc 
are paralyzed ; as an insignificant bullet fired 
a gun will destroy, when a cannon-ball thro^ 
the hand falls innocuous at the feet of the obj 
From the same exclusive devotion to the 
pursuit of his whole existence arose also the 
disr^ard of all other gratifications, aided pos 
by an extremely cold temperament. With 
exception of wine, in which he at one period c 
life indulged, in order, probably, to soothe 
constitutional irritability, and assist the m< 
digestion that shed a sallow hue over his repu 
features, he never was known to partake of 
sensual indulgence.* But the austerity of 

able notes upon his Colleagaes of the Hevolution, he 
few remarks on Robespierre with this line— 

''Hoc genns est hominum cnpiens preecellere conctis 
as if he deemed personal vanity the distinguishing et 
teristic of the dictator's nature. 

* A connexion has been supposed to have existed bel 
him and the daughter of the fkmily with which he lo< 
bttt the evidenoe of this is too slight to be relied on. 



|iblicaii character, wbioli !»■ Bo grenlly affwteil, 
I precluded all ortliijary plejisiirea j and tie 
Aed this, which cost him nothing', to the same 
pea with most of his colleagues, excepting imly 
f, in the article of dress, lua petty personal 
lity made him shun the squalid attire of the 
•r Jacobins, and aifect sonielhing of the old 
fe of good society. Nay, his room, a handsome 
idtn'r, was fillerl with pictures, prints, and busts 
his own frightfiil person ; and he is supposed to 
re worn green spectacles for the purpose of con- 
Sing the timid movements of liis eyes.* Avarice 
,had none, not because with hia habits money 
t an useless incumbrance, for we often see the 
irion of acquiring keep such pace witli that of 
irding wealth, that all use of the treasure ao 
enly sought aSter is out of the question ; but 
irice was no vice or weakness of his, and it 
luld have been as Iiard to bribe him from IjU 
th with money as to make him compromise Ilia 
iociples, or assumeii principles, for place. 
He soon acquired, and even retained, the name 
popular at all times, in revolutions so omnipotent, 
"Incorruptible."^ How came it to pass that 

"TbtSlAnoiresde BarhaTnax, p. (53, give asimilar account 
Ul boudoir, but deny the Elatcnicnt of Helen Maria 
Uliaax. that ha sight was good, and required no glaEEea. 
t I bave not tbuuKht it worth while in the text to make 
f remark upon [he only pretence anywhere to be fliuud 
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while all, or nearly all, were equally car 
money ; while the terrible Committee, w 
disposal of uncounted millions, limited thdi 

of a charge against Robespierre's honesty in money 
It is a letter printed in the Report of Coortois, a 
been found among his papers ; and it is eridently 
eation. The reader will find it at p. 221, forming 
piece of the Appendix; it is alpo given in the 
Inedits, torn. ii. p. 156. It purports to be a letter fr 
one unknown, at some place also unknown, respecti 
supposed to have been intrusted to him for ^e pi 
flEusilitating Robespierre's escape. The first sentei 
victs its author of gross and daring forgery. Who 
circumstances would do more than allude to the iVm 
his care ? But the writer is made to say, ** les c 
Yous m'avez fiiit adresser pour continuer le plan de 
YOtre retraite dans ce pays-ci '* — (the money you se 
order to carry on the p&an of facilitating your esc 
this country). He then speaks of Robespierre as 
fly from a ** theatre where he must soon appear 
appear for the last time ;** and goes on to show him 1 
the scaffold the elevation to the chair of the Co 
(probably meaning at the festival in honour of the I> 
brought him. It proceeds thus ? '* Since you have si 
in providing yourself here with a large sum (k 
sufficient to support you for a long time, as well 
for whom I have received money from you, I sha 
you impatiently, that we may laugh together over 
you will have played in a nation as credulous as il 
of novelty." Surely a more gross and clumsy fal 
never was attempted, nor does its publication refle 
either on the Government that published it, or the 
in which it appeared. The improbability of Robe 
keeping such a letter in his repodtories is of itself i 
to dfls^y its cre^t 



f and whole expeuUiture to eijht ihillin^s 
I, and nil ended their Uvea in the givatMT 
B6S — he alone should be called the " Ineor- 
Ible f " The re^on is to be sought for 
'he« than in the freedom from pecuuiary 
iption ; for his pussessiiig the feature common 
lem all never would liave fonne<i a mark of 
iction. But ns he had early perceived the 
T of the people — that is, the power of the 
itude actit](r on or overawiug the people; so 
iiB observed almost aa early the {avour in thnir 
of extreme courses ; of the unhesitating' pursuit 
le principle without the leaat deviation to suit 
emporary purposes of expediency, or the least 
lorizing to consult prudctjtial views, whether 
:idividual ailvantage or of public safety ; and 
Bw that aa whoever most rigidly conformed 
:rourse to this canon, bo wiioever went further 

others, outbidding theni iii violence and in 
Iness to all the advantages of compromise, was 

to carry away the chief liivour of the un- 
iting multitude. By this view was his conduci 
ys guided ; and as the people were ever sure 
id him foremost among the more violent, ever 
lie head of tlioso who would eacrilice all con- 
ations to the favourite maxims, falsely called 
principles, of the day — laying all pnidence on 
helf-— giving moderation to the winds— Hinging 
a to the dogs, tlie dogs of war— now crying 
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*^ perish the colonies^* — ^noW| ^* perish eommire^ 
— and ever ready to wade through blood, the ba 
blood of France, towards the attainment of tb 
darling equality and unbridled licence of the mnl 
titude — he was for this hailed as the *^ IncomqMU 
that no one could ever doubt on any question whid 
side he would take, and no one could expect othes 
to outstrip his zeal aud determination. 

There remain some remarkable proofs and illus 
tration», of unquestionable authenticit]^ (for the 
orre under his own hand), of the extremes to whie 
he had made up his mind, and the enmity which h 
bore to all the reputable classes of society. The coi 
respondence of his emissai ies in various quarters i 
filled with the like indications. Aristocracy, cool 
ter-revolutionary principle, royalism itself, appei 
not to excite more alarm and hostility among thei 
than mere wealth ; and hence negotiantisme equall 
with moderantisme is taken for a sure symptom < 
ineivismej and places those who liave it alike und 
grave suspicion. The design of a crusade again 
property, a general levelling of condition as well 
an equality of all civil rights, has been often ii 
puted to l^bespierre, and apparently without suf 
cient foundation. It is certain that such a schetn 
an agrarian division of property, was one of t 
main tenets of the Ilebertiste or Conlelier part 
against whom he made the greatest exertions, ex( 
tions which speeilily led to their destruction. £ 



aumuTticnaz. 

I luttrtil uf tlio tnlilille nlameii, and vuiiNtaiU it|i< 
I lu tlifl moltttudei against tlie bomyMtiirle, i<Aa 
ii nowiw bo doiibt<Hl ; niiil it ftirnia ilio burthen of 
ong in iniuiy iiiui'ta fiiiiiKl uiler his dMitli. 
, In a klml of clvlo oatechlxm we Hnd the 
inn, "Wlio arc cmrcriomimi?" answered with 
^Tliu viciouM and llie wHilthy." Aipiin, "What 
rfiTDurs tlielr atijirks ii|>on »« 't " — '■ The If^nonuios 
nf the raiUlitude, or Ii)iv<>i- ohuum" {mm-eulolUg.) 
Hh aiiotht^ {liooc wa (ind this dootrine — " I^atdaii* 
nm intiirieurs vlonnont doi t)aurg«ois • pour vaiu- 
Hnlca bourgioflls il faut rullierlepeuple — toutdtuit 
r9*p(Wi! {HXir mtittm lo piniplt- sons In jou^ dn boiir- 
^>dJ— il> (ml iriomphil k Mureeille, it Bonlcaux. h 
rifua ; its auroieut trloitipliii h I'tiris sans I'iiiHur- 
Wtioii octuflle. II fiiut i]iie riiisiiirection aotuelle 
; (gDliaue — il fkiit que hi (K-iipIc »'a!iie k ia Goiivcii- 
vtlfui, fit que la CoiivuiititiH m serve du pGupk"— il 
'%Ut que riiiKurreclion s'i'tendo de provhe eii proeh« 
Hr Iv mCniH ptnti i que leu Raiu-ciilotlea toieiit 
piyAi <it rcatiuit duns leit villits. II faut luur pra> 
currr dv» arinM, Ive oolerer, los i^tairer."* 

* "Onr liiloninl peril* nriao (Vum Ihv midJte nlua! to 
grercotne that cloa w« nuint rnlty the peoplr. Everything 
m pTvpand lor >ul.jppliii(( ili* proplo lo ibc yoke of tho 
piUdle elau I that uIbu liuntrliunphud at Murwille*, at Dor- 
4mus. U Ljoiu 1 it would buvo triuiujilivd itt Porlii. but Saf 
dw prcami Iniurn'Otluu. This iuBurrcctkni mu>t routiuua. 
Tbi people miut ally Itwlf vith the Couventlaii, ind tha 
I Canvontloo niul niukr luu or the people. The laiantclioa 
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Of the talents of Robespierre I Iiave alreailj 
spoken in general ; but it remains to ezamine % 
little more in detail his claims of distinction as % 
bpeaker and a writer. There is some difficulty in 
separating the two characters, because in his time 
written speeches were far more frequently used thaa 
spoken ; yet we are not left without proofr of Ut 
powers as an orator. 

It lias been customary with contemporary aathorai 
and especially with those of our own countryy to 
rate his capacity very low ; and some with whom I 
have conversed of his colleagues, represent hfaa 
as a cold and very second-rate speaker (mddioere)^ 
whose oratory consisted in a' tissue of common* 
places, with dissertations on virtue, crime, con8[d« 
racy, though with a prevailing vein of sarcasm and 
considerable power of epigram or antithesis. Theaa 
have described him as very barren of ideas, and bj 
no means possessing facility of composition — ^whicb 
indeed the manuscripts found on his death seemed 
to prove by the constant and repeated alteration! 
that prevailed through them all. It is to be ob« 
scr> ed, on the other hand, that General Carndt ex* 
preraly gave as one of the means by wliich he jose 
to power, his facility of speech and of composition ; 



must spread gradually on the same plan; the lower ch 
must be paid to rciiiuin in tlic houses ; they must be ftimished 
with umiN, eurugi*d, eulightcned." — Papien InrdiUf vol. ii« 
pp. 13. l\ 
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buni (1 rummibvr he wiil) il nvuitlof parolea 
miri." Nor van we rt-ly uiinrli in iipponitioii 
I upon tlie uiiiloiibted fuol tlmt, wlit-u uuuiumnI 
Mvct uid llarbaniiix, ho awkftd tbr a woek to 
e hi* ilufeiicu. Tho (iulay in all prolwbili^ 
very diD^unt object from that of makiinf hi* 
I. Ila wtu wiliitig tlint the impcuwiciii pro> 

by th« ulmr|{VB, mill by tlit! ubiliiy itliuwn in 
lupport) liiould be allounl to wear out al k 
when siidilen reHotiitiona were not h> oflan 
lu afterwuni*, mill therefore Im could ufirly 
1W IiiH ddiiiicH ; and above all ha wiu nuwt 
iWotIijdk with Ilia fkitliful Juoobius, tx defeat 
peiMitiuii nnd carry him through, wlmttivar 

be tlie elfeft uf the U«bales in tlie Coiivnii. 

mhu, however, ttiat we are not Icti to oon* 
ft on hi* powers as a Hpeaker, ev«n ai a de> 
InferioT be certainly was to the greatest who 
red in the lievolution, as Mirabeau, BamaviS 
DOCMor, and Vot^uiaud, perhaps the highest 
! three. Uiit we have abundant proof of his 
ff very near tliem, at least in efleetive decla- 
1, BJid proof that in readiness be was not eaeily 
•ed. Let two instances suffice ; but tbey are 
kable ones, and they are decisive. 
pont,an adherent uf tiie Iiameth party, used 
■g gestures towards him. He calmly said, 
■log tbe chair, " M. le Prdaident, je vour pric 
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de dire k M. Dupont, de ne pas iii*iiisulter, iTil tra 
rester aupres de moi.'' Then tunung altanali 
to Dupont and the Lameths, he proceeded : 

^^ Je ne presume pas qu'il existe dans oette Aaa 
blee un homme assez lackey pour tranaiger aTSe 
cour, sur un article de notre code constitatiQiii 
(all eyes were fixed on the party of Lameth) — h 
perjide pour faire proposer par elle dcs changepM 
nouveaux, que la pudeur ne lui permettroit pu 
proposer lui-meme (much applause and looks agi 
directed towards Dupont and the Lameths)-— aa 
efinemi de la patrie pour chercher decrdditer 
constitution parcequ'elle mettroit quelque bora 
son ambition ou a sa cupidite (more applause)— 
sez impudait, pour avouer aux yeux de la nat 
qu'il n'a cherclie dans la revolution que des moy 
de s'aggrandir et de s'elever. Car je ne veux 
garder certains ecrits et certains diacours qui po 
roient presenter ce sens, que conune I'explosion f 
sagere du depit dojk expio par le repentir. N( 
du moins nous ne serous ni assez stupides, ni as 
indiiferens, pour consentir a §tre le jouet etemel 
I'intrigue, pour renverser successivement les di^ 
ses parties de notre ouvrage au gr6 de quelques i 
bitieux." Then raising his voice, '^ Je deraa 
quo chacun de vous jure qu'il ne consentira jan 
a composer avcc Ic pouvoir cxck;utif sur aucun 
tide lie la constitution sous peine d'lHre dec) 
traitio a la nation." The effect of this speech 
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Ictrical, Bfl may well be imaging. The Lamelh 
ny had long been on the declioe, and this proved 
^r destruction. 

^iB great struggle between the Mountain and 
e Gironde began with a debate in which Robes- 
Brrs made a very successful attack upon them ; 
k Vwrgriiaud's reply, notwithstanding the extreme 
iplausc which atlendeil his ndversary's, greatly 
ieeeded it in power, and won over even many of 
e Mountain to his eide. Very different ^-as the 
suit of the hot conflict between the same redoubt- 
l)« chiefs on the fainoiis 3Iat of May, 1793. 
i'hile Robespierre was going on, " Non I U faut 
■Tg«r raruii^e ! II ftint" — Vergniaud impatiently 
aerrupted him with " Cunclnez done " — wliere- 
poQ Robespierre instantly turned on him, and cod- 
nued, " Oui ! je vais conclure, et centre reus ! — 
Ontr« vous. qui, apres la revolution du 10 Aoill, 
fCz voulu conduire k I'echafaud ceux qui I'ont 
UU ! — contre vous, qui n'avez cesse de provoquer 
a deBtruction de Paris !— contre vous, qui avez 
■oulu sauver le tyran I — contre vous, qui avez con- 
fir^ avec Dumouriez ! — contre vous, qui avez jiour- 
mivi avec acharnement les menies patriotes dont 
Dumouriez deniaridait la tOte ! — contre vous, dont 
les vengeances criminelles ont provoqui5 les memes 
sris d'indignation dont vous voulez faire un crime 
i cenx qui sont vos viclimea ! Eh bieu ! ma coq- 
Bliuion cW le d^ret d'accusation centre tous ki 

VOL. V £ 
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coiiiplicea de Diimouriese, «t oontre tous eeu 
out I'^to desi(]c>>c^ I^i* 1^ p^tltionnairoB I ** 
Girondo |)arty were umione; Brissot and U 
others of their leaders were hnmediately put on 
trial, condemned, and executed. 

No one at all acqiminteci with the rhetoric 
can deny to the^e {mssuges merit of the hi 
order. Above all, no one acquainted with tht 
duct of debate can doubt that they are preoisel 
kind of poKiiagOH most Burely calculated to awi 
to gratify, to control an asnonibly deliberatin 
the actual afiairs of men. The speaker who 
delivered himself was plainly gifled with ext 
dinary eloquence ; and however he may have < 
died down to a frigid, sententious, uninipn 
rhetorician upon wcasions of an epideictic 
occasions of mere display like tlie fT^te in bono 
the Supreme Iksing, or even when in the Coi 
tion his personal vanity and desire of orat< 
renown made him ovenio his juirt, it is certaii: 
he was ca)>able of excelling in the art ; that li 
excel on those gnmt o<H*asions which are titt 
call forth its highwt displays ; and, sure test < 
cellence, that he n>se with tlie difiioulties op 
to him, nuHiting with superior power the more i 
ing exigencies of the occasion. 

That llobospierre may be tried by this U^ 
natunilly turn to his great speech on tiio 8th ' 
midor, the eve of his down&U ; tliat speech of ^ 
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Itall itMsently m<; ihiit Cunibni^t-ri^i pronuuiiced 
y high pttne(tyriii t« Napoloon, himself rather 
laett to admire the rcvolutionrtry Dictator. It 
production of the highest merit, and nmnifetftly 
)riLlnI with PxtraiirdinEiry caro a;; well as skill 
atory, Tho piuwage respecting tlie f5te in hon- 
rf (he Supreme Being is, for a popular Aeiieni- 
perhaps, too splendid, and might be deemed 
gerated ; but llie iaste of the speech generally 
rrect and severe. That ho had in various pos- 
I the masterpieces of the ancient orators in hb 
I, can admit of no doubt : but there is nothing 
■ seen lilic servile imitation ; and even in the 
nrc which moat reminds iis of tlie original 
on ! nous n'avons pas tJio trop wiv^res ! J'en 
to la R^ublique qui respire! J'en attests 
tpr^sentation nationals environn^e du respect 
i la representation d'un grand people ! " — 
ending with " On parle de notre rigneur, et 
atrie nous reproche notre faibleNse "), we find 
ing nauseous in the imitation, but so fniitfiil a 
tnf illustrations from tlie actual state of things, 
all notion of pedantic recourse to Demosthenes 
it to flight. There is also througiiout the 
A a tone of deep feeling, which was not natural 
lie speaker, and probably was awakened by 
«culiarity of his unprecedented positinn, and the 
jme singularity of the crisis in which he spolie. 
or will the inference bo in tlie least altered if 
K 2 
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osed that these threat 
Mmponmeous as they at ; 
hpeiy poMibty be suggest) 
ktoe such occasion, be d: 
nnimmary, apowerfullj' 
■elaborated summary, of i, 
rty of the Laiueths in ihi 
inde ID the ullier. Tlie 
f of tlie most btilliact aod 

em eloquence, as it ni 

more exquisite orato- 

power of skilfully and 
i posture of the moment, 
Bg naturally on the sudden. 
Ay, is one of the most difiici 
art i one which U the lalesl 
rarely employed with signal s , 

jn of other parts of Kobesp^^^ 
d me to the same concltisiou to _^-^ 

I of these pass^ea plainly co^" ^C^ 
tceive that his great eminenm^^' ^ ^ 
IjB occasional writer slandfl tt^^ '' 

Ptiiat he owed whatever succe^^^..^ 
speaker to the indefatigable ini^--'^ "^^ 
which overcame the natural iid^^ 
'sli discordant voice, mean and 

fl and hesitating; enunciation. 
^ UOmglcU; failures : fulures 
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it shall be supposed that these great p mges wen 
not quite so extemporaneous as they at first teen 
to be. It may very possibly be suggested tliat» ii 
anticipation of some such occasion, he might havi 
been ready with a summary, a powerfully condeniid 
and exquisitely-elaborated sunmiary, of the cbaiga 
against the party of the Lameths in the one OMI 
and of the Gironde in the other. The same mij 
be said of many of the most brilliant and moet su^ 
cessful feats of modern eloquence, as it may of alli 
or nearly all, the more exquisite oratory of thl 
ancients. But the power of skilfully and suddenlf 
adapting to the posture of the moment, and intro- 
ducing and using naturally on the sudden, the fruit 
of previous study, is one of the most difficult paili 
of the orator's art ; one wliich is the latest leant 
and the most rarely employed with signal suoeeMi 
An examination of other parts of liobespierrrfi 
8))eeche8 has led me to the same conclusion to which 
a consideration of these ])as8ages plainly coodadl 
us ; and I conceive that liis great eminence as ft 
s|)eaker and on occasional writer stands entiielf 
indisputable. 

It is known that he owed wliatever succeiB wt 
allow him as a s)>cuker to the indefatigable induitij 
of his nature, wiiich overcame tlie natural impedi- 
ments of a harsh discordant voice, mean and hate- 
ful aspect, slow and hesitating enunciation, Hii 
tirst tiiibrts were complete failures ; failures snffi- 



\t lu (lisliearteu any iinn uot embarked iii Uw 
«t at dialiucliuii wHIi liid whole heart, and uoii» 
trating all hiH foroa lit tluit »li)|i(le pursuit. It 
I only by aluw ile^eva tliot he brcDiiio capable 
]niwiiig uiiy attention — became tolurabte to his 
iitMice. It wait also by gmut labour that he coii- 
j<nl to maiiitaiii hU position as a ttpeaker; and 
n when hU fac^ilily had boou exceedingly in- 
ased by diligont practice and by his eminent 
litinn, it was at all times by an cfl'ort that he aa- 
npllahed his purpiise. liis wholu manner was 
Iwd a« powlble.' 

tVhatlmr lliih^spierro originally had forni«d the 
lign of rising to supremo power, or only began 

aetimes been made a question, and, as it appears 
me, very erroneously. No person ever began 
I public life with such a plan by which to shape 
1 conduct, and RolMspiorre most certainly only at 
it thought of making himself a name and a place 
long men of political eminence, nor dreamt of 
Ing above all others until the events of August 
d September, 1792, gave him a prospect of such 
(tlnction. Willi the defects by which his pro- 
eta was obstructed, his personal defcclsand want 
physical as well as moral courage, any hopes of 

* I have, fWim ■ moit iLblo and ekilfVil critic in ua exalted 
thxk, u Kcorsta account of hii voiuc uiil nmnner— oc 
Dg can powiblj ba wurao. 
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overtopping all his more gifted compedtan> m 
at first have been wholly out of the question. 

But it is a much more difficult matter to del 
mine how hr he originally felt any of the Rep 
lican enthusiasm, how far he really entertained i 
of the levelling principles, which inspired i 
guided the authors of the first Revolution. ] 
nature was singularly alien from any warmth 
temper likely to engender enthusiasm ; yet he m 
from his misanthropic feelings and hatred of 
above him, have really acquired something lik< 
zealous antipathy to the established institutions 
the country, and something approaching to a fa 
:ical desire for their subversion. It is very possi 
that at first such feelings may have influenced 
conduct ; and it is certain that the gratification 
his prevailing propensities— first, the thirst of < 
tinction, then the love of power — ^was quite ec 
{)atible with indulging in these hostile feelin; 
nay, that the two indulgences were such as mutuc 
to aid and to pander for each other. The politi 
and religious enthusiasm which some lenient cri 
of his life have ascribed to him, had assuredly 
other existence. It would be very greatly to e3 
liis character were we to give him credit for a 
thing like fanaticism in the more ordinary acce^ 
tion of the term. 

That he went fully into the system of prosci 
tion, at least for a certain period, cannot be doubt 
but tliere seems every reason to disbelieve the rem 



lade after Danlon's death, " Que Rnbea- 
'ait mis la Convention en coupe r^li^ "— 

treated the Coiiveotion like a forast whicb 
B cut down siioceMively by fixed portions), 
onlrary, it appeors unquestionable tiiat he 
line really alanned at the rapid progress of 
iCutioD, and was desirous of stopping, but 
lamssetl nilli Che extreme difliculty and 
iger of doing so, and thus was p)ac«l 

two great perils, or two fears, when Jie 
mself, like Macbeth — 

" So thr ill blood slept in, 
riiat terning weru as tedious us go o'er. " 

senting himself for sis weeks not only from 
'ention, but from the Committee of Fublio 
ttendin^ the Jacobin Club alone, and pre- 
lat extraordinary speech which he delivered 
ly before his downfall, is a fact which can- 
to operate in his &vour ; and although he 
bably was kept informed, by Couthon and 
of all tliat passed, he certainly has, in con- 
of his absence, considerably less responsi- 
LU his colleagues for the dreadful camaga 
tended flm close of the Decemviral reign. 
1 told Mr. O' Meara, whose authority is 
in impeachable,* that lie hod himself seen 
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letters of Robespierre to his brotheri r ep f o e c 

of the people with the army of Nice, which 

his determination to bring the Reign of Tei 

an end. That he was cut off in the midst o: 

such plan, which he wanted nerve to ezei 

highly probable. That he was condemned ^ 

a hearing, and clamoured down by an intr 

his colleagues BiUaud and Collot, whose destj 

he had planned, appears to be quite certain. 

Cambaceres, an acute observer, and a pe 

candid witness, was asked his opinion of t 

Thermidor by Napoleon, whose estimate of '. 

pierre was not unfavourable, he said, '^ C'^t 

proc^ jug^) mais non plaide." And headde 

the speech of the day before, which begi 

struggle, was '^ filled with the greatest bes 

(taut rempli des plus grandes heauiks), ' 

habitual and constitutional want of courage it 

clear that the tyrant's &11 must be ascribed 

heart fiuled not in the Convention when he 

strove to be heard, and ended by exclaiming, 

core une fois! Veux tu m'entendre, Pn 

d'assassins ? " But the moment was now pi 

resisting the plot of his adversaries, and savin 

self by destroying them. He had not in time 

hi& line, which was to sacrifice Billaud and < 

and perhaps Tallien ; and then at once to cl< 

Secret Negotiations with Spain in 1806 ; and thus th€ 
iioDS were to him oniotelligible 
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Jtcig'n of Terror and aboliah the Revolulimiary 
Tribunal. This course required a detenu i rial ion 
of purpose ami a boldiiess of execution whicii were 
'Bireign to his mean nature, happily for the instruc- 
tion of mankind ; becaujie had he, like Sylla, but- 
Tired the b!oo<)y tyranny in which he hod ruled, 
ind, much more, had lie laid down ttic rod, lilic the 
ihampion of the Roman aristocracy, the world, ever 
prone to judge by the event, and to esteem more 
highly them tliat £iil not, would have held a divided 
Optuion, if not proiiouneed a lenient Judgment up- 
DO one of the most execrable and most despicable 
characters recorded in the annals of our race. 

In fine, that he was, beyond most men that ever 
lived, hateful, Eellisb, unprincipled, cruel, unscrupu- 
lous, is undeniable. That lie was not the worst of 
the Jacobin group may also be without hesitation 
affirmed. Collot d'Herbois was probably worse ; 
Billaud Vurennes certainly, of whom it was said by 
GaraE, " II fauche dans }es tftes, comme un autre 
daiiii les prfe" — (he mt />■ down heads as another 
would grass). But neitlier of theiie men had the 
■Btue fixity of purpose, and both were inferior to 
kim in speech. Both, however, and Indeed all the 
revolutionary chiefs, were his superiors in tlie one 
great quality of courage ; and while his want of 
boldness, hia abject poverty of spirit, made him as 
despicable as he wa.« odious, we are left in amaze- 
uii-nl al lus achieving the place which he Mod, 
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without the requisite most eBsential to suocen in 
times of trouble, and to regard as his distiDgrnishing 
but pitiful characteristic the circumstance which 
leaves the deepest impression upon those who con- 
template his story, and in which he is to be sepa- 
rated from the common herd of usurpers, that his 
cowardly nature did not prevent him from gaining 
the prize which, in all other instances, has been 
yielded to a daring spirit. 

Such was Robespierre — a name at which all men 
still shudder. Reader, think not that this spectacle 
has been exhibited by Providence for no purpose^ 
and without any use ! It may serve as a warning 
against giving way to our scorn of creatures that 
seem harmless because of the disproportion between 
their miscliievous propensities and their powers to 
injure, and against suffering them to breathe and 
to crawl till they begin to ascend into regions where 
they may be more noxious than in their congenni 
dungliill or native dust ! No one who has cast awij 
all regani to principle, and is callous to all humane 
feelings, can be safely reganled as innocuouii 
merely because, in addition to other defects, he htf 
also the despicable weakness of being pusillanioioai 
and vile. 



Robespierre's character, aiid with his 
Is as a revolutianaiy cliief, uiay be able 
self ill trouijlouB times to great eminence, 
jr even to usurp supreme power, but lie 
ake the lead in bringing great dinngwi 
never can be a maker uf the revolutiotw 
e may however profit. His rise to dis- 
d command may be gained by perseve- 
ilf-denial, by extreme circumspection, 
lo scruples to interfere with his schemes, 
ice to embarrass, no feelings to scare 
i all, by taking advantage of circum- 
d turning each occurrence that happens 
nt. Theae qualities and this policy may 
thim to retain the power which they 
ed him to grasp ; but another nature 
endowments are required, and must bo 
ese, in order to form a man fitted for 
tempcNt, and directing its fury against 
hed order of things. Above all, bold- 
ring soul, the callous nerves, the mind 
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inoccesaible to fear, and impervious to the me 
calculations of personal prudence, almost a blin 
noss sealing his eyes against the perception < 
consequences as well to himself as to others, is tl 
requisite of his nature who would overturn f 
ancient system of polity, and substitute a nov 
regimen in its place. For this Robespierre w; 
wholly unfit ; and if any man can more thi 
another be termed the author of the French Rev< 
lution, it is Danton, who possessed these requisit 
in perfection. 

There can hardly a greater contrast be foui 
between two individuals tlian that which tfa 
remarkable person presented in all respects 
Robespierre. His nature was dauntless ; his temp 
mild and frank ; his disposition sociable ; natural 
rather kind and merciful, his feelings were on 
blunted to scenes of cruelty by his enthusiast 
which was easily kindled in favour of any g^ 
object ; and even when he had plunged into blooi 
shell, none of the chiefs who directed those « 
proceedings ever saved so many victims fVom tl 
tempest of destruction which their mackinatioi 
hud let loose. Nor was there anything paltry an 
mean in his conduct on these occasions, either i 
to the slaughters wliich he encouraged or the Iiv< 
wliicli he saved. No one has ever charged hii 
with sacrificing any to personal animosity, lU 
Robespierre and Collot d*IIerbois, whose adveraaiii 



'ore the Revolutionary Tribiinnl. or tliose 
whom ofTended vanity made t)ii:m bear a 
mil it is certuin that lje used hh influence la 
ng the escape of many who hod proved his 
I entimitis. His retreat to Arcis-sur-Aubc, 
9 refusal to enter the Committee of Public 
and finally hia aelf-sacrifico by protesting 
the Ban^iiiury course uf tliat terrible power, 

doubt whatever resting upon hia general 
rity in character and iu feelings to almost 
other chiefs. 

latural endowments were great for any part 
ic life, whetiier at the bar or in the senate, 

1 in war: for the part of a reviijuliimary 
ihey wereof tlie hi'jhest order. A courage 
lothing could quell ; a quickness of percep- 
ooce and clearly to perceive his owo oppor- 
and his adversary's error ; ungular fertility 
iirces, with the power of midden change in' 
rse, and adaptation to varied circumstances; 
al eloquence springing from the true source 
loquence — warm feelings, fruitful imagina- 
iwerful reason, the qualities that distioguish 

I the mere rhetorician's art,— but an elo- 
hardy, caustic, masculine ; a mighty frame 
:y ;* a voice overpowering all renstance ; 

as his ovu eipressioD. " La Natura m'a doiuif «d 
\m forces atblc'iiqaes et la physiognomis Ipre (U la 
* (Nature has given me fur my portioD Ihs athlMie 
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these were the grand qnalities which DaiitOD brungh 

to the prodigious struggle iu which he was engaged 

and ambition and enthusiasm could, for the moment 

deaden within him those kindlier feelings whici 

would have impeded or encumbered his progreas tf 

eminence and to power* That he was extremel} 

zealous for the great change which he so essential]} 

promoted, cannot admit of a doubt ; and there is nc 

reason whatever for asserting that his ambition, oi 

any personal motive, overtopped his honest though 

exaggerated enthusiasm. The zeal of St. Just and 

Camille Desmoulins was, in all probability, as 

sincere as Danton's ; but they, especially St Just, 

sufiered personal feelings to interfere with it, and 

control their conduct to a very much greater extent ; 

and their memory, especially St. Just's, is exposed 

to &r more reproach for their conduct in the bloody 

scenes to which the Revolution gave birth. 

The speeches of Danton were marked by a fire, 

an animation, ybtj different from anything that we 

fiml in those of Robespierre, and the other leaders 

of the Revolution, except perhaps Isnard, the most 

anient of them all. In Danton's eloquence there 

appears no preparation, no study, nothing got up 

for mere effect We have the whole heart of the 

man poured forth ; and accordingly he rises upon 

btivugth and harsh expression of Freedom.) He was marked 
with the small-pox like Robespiern?, but had a maacaline 
countenanoe, broad nostrils, forward lips, and a 1)old air 
wholly milike his. 
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uy iiicideotal iDU'rnipr.iiin, njiil ie itever conroumlvd 
by any tumult or uity ntiiick. In one paiticuJuri 
u niii^tit be exptwtotl fnim lib nntiint, he itaarts 
■ingle amciiig llu; greul lipCiakerH iif citliiir Kmncij 
»r Ktj){laiiil — the shortness of hU Rpetwhen. Thny 
xre, iade«d, ha.tuii|^e8 prompled by the occuioii t 
will we never lose the man of action in the orator. 
If we were to look for a specimen of hi« miiiiner, 
perliapB nuiie ciulil be Aiund better or more tha- 
racteristic than his reply lo the attack made upon 
liiin by Lamurcc, whom t)io Cironde put forward 
10 rhargu him with hia known partiality for Du- 
nouriur.. Dnntnn was thon the recjigniwid loader of 
tfau Moiinliun ; and the fierce Ntru|i;gle between that 
party and the Giromie having beg-un, the lalter 
ileemuil it a ^reat advantage (o connect their aiive^ 
■riea, through him, with Dumouriez, whose treason 
was now avowed. The success of Danton's defence 
was complete, and paved the way for the subsequent 
denuaciation of the Gironde. The speech ia full 
of extempore bursts which have great merit, and 
produced an extraordinary impression. It may 
sufHcfl to give tlie passage in which he denounced 
the Gironde. It follows his sudden retort on the 
cry that he was playing with Dumouriez the part 
of Cromwell. The success of that retort appears 
to have suggested and sustained the denunciation : — 
" Si done ce n'est que le sentiment profond de 
«oa devoirs qui a dictti son arr^t de mort (Louis 
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X VI.) ; si vous avez cm sauver le penple et ftice 
tMi cela CO que la nation avait droit d'attendre de 
IIC8 mandataires : rail iez- vous, vous qui avei pro- 
nonc6 I'arret du tyran, coutre les l&ches (irninm^ to 
the right — the Girondc) qui ont voulu le sauver ; 
serrcz-vous, appi'lez le peuple k se rdunir en armes 
coiitre les cniieniis du dehors, et Eraser ceuz du 
dedans ; coiifondez ])ar la vigueur et I'imniobilit^ 
de votre caructure tous les sct^lerats, tons les aiii^ 
tocrat(«, tous los niod^rds, tous ceux qui vous OBt 
caloniuii>8 dans les departomens. Plus de compo- 
sition avec eux I (Jblxtraordinary appkmUf M 
which the galleries joined,) lieconnaissez-le tou% 
vous qui u*avez jamais sd tirer de votre situatki 
politique dans la nation le jmrti que vous auriei pB 
en tiriT, qu'enfin justice vous soit rendue. Votf 
voyez par la situation ou je n«e trouve en ce momflBl 
la ntksessittS oil vous otes d'etre femies, et d^clartf 
la guerre a tous vos enneniis, quels qu'ili soient 
(Renewed a liplause.) II faut former un phakngt 
iudoniptuble. Ce n'est pas vous, puisque vov 
ainioz, los 8oci6tt's populaires et le peuple ; ce n*0it 
))as vouH qui voudrez un roi. (Afore shouts ; loudakt 
ofNim ! non I from the great majority of the C!b»- 
rent ion.) C Vst a vous h en oter Tidt^ h ceuz qui out 
niaelunu pour eonserver Tancien tynin. Je nuurclM^ 
la r(>pul)ii(iue — inarehons-y de concert : nous verroai 
qui de nous ou de nos detructeurs atteindra le but"* ! 

i 

*** If, thvu, it U: tlio prufuuud tvuic of duty vhich di^^ 



1)41 i^ut poWKr of lliin (ItH'luiniitioii !■ liloun* 
l)lti. Ilia vijiicliidlnK Huiiluiicii Haviiuruil of tlm 
gurotlonuiilUslc'dtlvit liutlu wliluli imirkcil iiiiuiy 
b luinuiifiitM ! — 

J« int* iiuIh nitriuiclio iliuw lu cltuiulio do la 
m I J'on vortlrul avcu l<i cuiion tlu la v^lK^i 
a ]iitlv(irlKmJ lc« icitSIilrali qui out voulu 



lb* oonilDaiuntluii uf lliv King— If yoa wiiutivad ttifti 
hifriihy uvhI Uia pnijiln, nml tliun pnrdirmvil ih* atrvliw 
i ItM onnnir;> hnil n rlRht in vvptct fimn lU ivpivirntt- 
-nlly, yoa who pToniiuniHid the tyruifi doom ) (»ll)r 
1 BM ■gkiiiti liw iiDirarili wbu would tiivs iiptrfd hln « 

your miilu ) cjtU iliv puuiilw bi bmuiiiIiIu In ■run agtliMt 
Mnny witlioul, ntiil lu criiiili thi) I'livniy wlllilij | coU' 
1, bjr tho vigour tiKl Kteadlktinei* of your oharHttr, ill 
rnrtehM, all Ihs ftrlilMrali, all Ihe modtralM. ill thOH 
bavfl iliDtlvrud yoa In Ihu iirurlncMi. No rnnro ooin- 
Im with limu\ ( Immnumii'plawK, in w/ikli tlit galMt* 
(.) fruclnlni lliln, yim who hnve Mint mule your 
e*l poclilim n*n11nb1e tn jou ii« It oiiglit to he, and l«t 
« at ttniRlh li« iluno you 1 You t»rc«lvo, by the iltu«< 
In which I at this muin Dill iintid, huw neoi«wry It li 
iva ihoiiM III' firm, dihI dralnru war on kII yimr sncrnliuii 
■J who tlify mny. (Ihiuimil nppUtitim.) You mwt 

M Indnrnllnlili- tihiilinK. It la nnt ynu, who love the 

and tbaiNviplu, Ihotdpalre a King, (/.uwl ^iniif 
I No I ') II I* your part lo runt nut luch an Idea Awn 
It hftVB oontrlvwl to Mvs llio ^nmvr tyraiil. For me, 
'ehuiiWHrililonrqiuhlloi Ivluanll Juljilnlheodvanee) 
ball Minn Ma wiilrh Kalria hia (iliJ<TCl~we or onr 
•reni" 
'Ifaate eutreodiod tnywlr lu the cluulvl of rcUOBi I 
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Such violent metaphors of a vulgar chiss Di 
could venture upon, from his thundering 
and overpowering action. In another they p 
have excited the ridicule from which those phi 
attributes rescued them in him. 

A charge of corruption has often been brc 
against Dan ton, but upon very inadequate gro 
The assertion of Royalist partisans that he 
stipulated for money, and the statement of one 
he knew of its payment, and had seen the re 
(as if a receipt could have passed), can 8i| 
really nothings when put in contrast with the ki 
facts of his living, throughout his short p' 
career, in narrow circumstances, and of his £i 
being left so destitute that his sons are at tliis 
leading the lives of peasants, or, at most, of hu 
yeomen, and cultivating for their support a s 
paternal farm in his native parish. The differ 
between his habits and those of the other ^ 
leaders gave rise to the rumours against his pu 
He was almost the only one whose life was not str 
ascetic. Without being a debauched man, h 
dulged in sensual pleasures far more than c 

shall sally forth with the artillery of truth ; and I 
crumble to dust the villains who have presumed to accuse 
It must be remarked that such passages as the form* 
all languages, are hardly poftsible to translate ; for the; 
more or less conversational iu their diction, and exceed 
idiomatic. The fustian of the last extract is more ea 
render. 



DAirrow, fl7 

1i theri^drepublicaiicliarattur; ilikI llirs 
e of the churgea which, often repimtfrl at 
en a fanatical republicaDism hiul eugmi- 
iritan morality, enabled Robespierre, him- 
ail suspicion of the k'ltui, to work his 

riarchB of the Revolution, who till lata 
and whom I Icnew, such ob M. XoikanaJ, 
d Duuton to be identified with the Revo- 
I its principal leader. In fkct, tlie 10th 
;, which overthrew the monarchy, was 
IT work. He prepared the raovemeut, 
B body of hia section (the Cordeliers) 
larch first tiirough the Assembly, rie- 
with threats of instant violence, the 
position, then attacking the palace to 
eir requisition. When, soon after that 
! day, the Prussians were advancing 
is, and in the general consternation 
Qbly was resolved to retreat behind 
he alone retained his imperturbable 
»f mind, and prevented a movement 
t have proved fatal, because it would' 
ired over Paris to the Royalists and the 
ies. The darkest page in his history, 
wiflly follows his greatest glory. lie 
ncr vulumc 1 had expressed myself respecting 
a liarEliiicsB which a more miaute study of his 
:haraclcr makes ma regret. 
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was Minister of Justice during the dreadful m 
sacres of September, and he was very &r firom 
erting his po\^er to protect the wretched victioL 
mob fury. On that occasion was pronounced 
famous speech already cited on the necessity 
bold measures — a speech by which he was 1< 
known, and will be long remembered, through 
all Europe. Other traits of liis vehement nat 
are still recorded. When interrogated at his tr 
his answer was, '^ Je m'appelle Danton ; n 
sejour sera bientdt le n^nt ; mon nom vivra d 
le pantheon de Thistoire." When taking leave 
his young and fidr wife, and for a moment mel 
to the use of some such expressions as, *^ Oh, 
bien aimee I &ut-il que je te quitte ? " — sudde 
recovering himself, ho exclaimed, ^^ Danton, pc 
de fidblesse I Allons en avant I " — And the sa 
bold front was maintained to the end. His mur 
was the knell of Robespierre's &te ; and wl 
choked with rage on his own accusation, and una 
to make himself heard, a voice exclaimed, '* C 
le sang de Danton qui t'etouffel" (It is 
blood of Danton that chokes you I) But it m 
be admitted to have been a fine, a just, and an i 
pressive lesson which, goaded by the taunt, 
tyrant, collecting his exhausted strength for a 1 
effort, delivered to his real accomplices, the pu 
lanimous creatures who liad not dared to rail 
hand, or even a voice, against Danton's muida 



* iAchea I que ne le dpfendiw-vous done ? " (Cow- 
ntde I then why did yoii not defend him ?) On 
rae scaffold, where Danton retained his courage and 
lytoud aelf-powesijion to the last, the executioner 
"eruelly and foolishly prevented him from em- 
bmcing, for the last time, his fiiend ll(5rault (le 
Seychelles, a man of unsullied cliaracter, groat 
icquirements, and high eminence at the bar, as well 
'm of noble blood :* " Fool ! " exclaimed Dantun 
BMligtiantly, and witli the bitter smile of Hcom that 
Hen marked his features, " Fool 1 not to aee that 
Bgr heads must in a few aeconda meet in tliat 



* The fell of Danton and of his faithful adherent 
Camille lias ever been regarded as one of the mort 
surprising events in the Hevolntioit. His haliitual 
boldness, and the promptitude with which he always 
took and pursued his course, seems for the moment 
to have forsaken him ; else surely he could have 
anticipated the allack of thci Committee, which was 
fully known before- hand. The Triumvirate had 
become generally the olijeots of hatred and of dread. 
The Gironde, though broken and dispersed, and 
hiietile to Danton, as well as to the other partisans 
of the Mountain, were the lost men to apnrove the 
course which had been fullowed since the de- 

• He wmnophew of Miidnme ilf Polignae, fsTouri'tc and 
Mnfidauteaf (hL-Qitcuii, tbrough whow influence he had bc«B 
^pointed to It higli lt'^1 lilaBliou. 



^ 
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St ruction of their leaders, and were anything but 
reconciled to mob government, which they had 
always detested and scorned, by the desperate 
excesses to which it had led. On the scattered 
fragments of that once powerful party, then, he 
might well have relied. Even if he was ignorant 
of the impatience which Tallien, Bourdon de 
rOise, Legendre, and others, felt under the Tri- 
umviral domination, and which the two former 
had not yet perhaps disclosed, he never could have 
omitted the consideration that some of them, es- 
pecially Legendre, had before, and prematurely, 
given vent to their hostile feelings towards Robes- 
pierre, and were therefore sure to display them 
still more decidedly now that he was so much lew 
powerful, and had so much more richly earned 
their aversion. As for the charges against Danton, 
they were absolutely intangible : the speech of Ro- 
bespierre, and report of St. Jitst, presented nothing 
like substantial grounds of accusation, even ad- 
mitting all they alleged to be proved. Their 
declamation was vague and puerile, asserting no 
offence, but confined to general vituperation ; as 
tliat he abandoned the public in times of crisis, 
partook of Brissot's calm and liberticide opinions, 
quenched the fury of tnie patriots, magnified liis 
own worth and that of his adherents: or flimsy 
and broad allegations of things wholly incapable 
of proof; 1^ that all Europe was convinced of 
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aiid Lacroix liaving stipiilaWd For royalty, 
he had always been friendly tuwards Du- 
, Mimbeau, and d' Orleans. The pro- 
of Lcgeudre, to hear liiio before decreeing 
icution, was rejected by acclamation ; aud 
irt of St. Just against him, though, by a 
Dt of injustice, aa well as an excess of tiJse 
, addressed to him ia one continued apo- 
]f general abuse an hour long, was delivered 
ited in his absence, while he wac buried 
ungeoiis of the state prison. The Revo- 
f Tribunal, for erecting which he asked 
of God and man, having^ nothing like a 
tili&rge before them, mucli leaa auy evi- 
convict, were daunted by bis eloquence 
course, which were beginning to make 
ession upion the public mind, when the 
:ee sent St. Just down to the Convention 
icotid report, alleging a new conspiracy, 
le Conspiration ties Prisons — an alleged 
f Danton and his party, then in custody, 
out of. the dungeons, ant! massacre the 
:ee, the Jacobin Club, and the patriots in 
ivention ; liberate young Capet, that is, 
VII., and place him in Danton's hands, 
ds most clumsy fabrication, every word of 
ifuled itself, it was at once decreed that 
ml should proceed summarily, and prevent 
of the accused being lieard who should 



r 
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or insult the national justioe— 4liat is, who s 

persist in asserting his innocence.* SentMio 

execution immediately followed. 

These circumstances make it apparent that 

ton's supineness in providing for his own saft 

attacking the Committee first, must have proc 

from the ascendant which the Triumvirate 

gained over his mind. Originally he had a 

opinion of Robespierre, holding him void o 

qualities which a revolutionary crisis den 

'^ Get homme-12i [was his phrase] ne saurai 

cuire des coufs durs" — (that man is incapal 

boiling eggs hard). But this opinion was 

wards so completely changed, that he was ui 

say, << Tout va bien tant qu'on dira Robespiei 

Danton ; mais malheur k moi si on dit j 

Danton et Robespierre" — (all will go well as 

as men say <^ Robespierre and Danton ;" but 

be to me if ever they should say '< Dantoi 

Robespierre"). Possibly he became sensib 

the power of Robespierre's character, for 

persisting in extreme courses, and plung^ing on^ 

beyond any one, with a perfect absence of all 

pies in his remorseless career. But Ids dre 

such a conflict as these words contemplate 

assiiredly much augmented by the feeling thi 

match must prove most unequal between hii 

* This proceeding, of stot^ing the accused*! moatfa 
ou lus trial, was tcnueU puuiiig a persou hon du <kU 






»(y and openness, and the pracliBed duplicity of 
luwt dark, the mcMt cr&Ry of human beiog». 
be impreeaion Ihoa become habitual on Lis 
I, and which made him so distrustful of biDMelf 
combat with an adversary like tlie rattlesnake, 
ice terrible and despicable, whose rattle gives 
iug of Ibe neighbouria^ peril, may gu Gir to 
■Dt for his avoiding the strife till all precaution 
Xto late to save hii». But we must also take 
our account the other habitual feeling, so 
destructive of revolutionary nerves; the aw* 
■ich the children of convulsion, like the prac- 
I of the dark art, Bland of the spirit they l>av« 
selves conjured up ; their instinctive feeling 
M agonistic tliroe* which they have- exciteii 
■• nuM of the community, and aimed with. 
iCMutlcw energy. The Committee, though 
opposed and divided against itscJf, atill pre-, 
d to the country the front of the existing 
mo power in the state ; it was the soverciga 
leto, and retained as such all those preter- 
nl attributes that "do hedge in" mouarchs 
when tottering to their fitll : it then- 
Impreased the children of popular change 
the awe which they instinctively feel toward* 
iorereign People. Hence Danton, viewing in 
■pier re the personification of the multitude, 
1 not at once make up his mind to dy in the 
of this dread power ; and his hesil 



ilaUo^^ 
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enabled his advenarieB to hefpn moHal fiq 
and win their last victory. Pkinlj, it was a«tril 
in which the party that began was anre -to can 
the day. 

The history of Danton, as well as that of Bi 
bespierre, both those passages wherdn they wa 
jointly successful, and those in which one ftU hi 
neath the power and the arts — ^the combined fim 
and fraud— of the other, is well calculated to. m 
press upon our minds that, in the great a&in of th 
world, especially in the revolutions which ehang 
its condition, the one thing needful is a sustaiM 
determination of character; a mind firm, pa 
severing, inflexible, incapable of beading to th 
will of another, and ever controlling circumstaneii 
not yielding to them. A quick peroeptloii € 
opportunities, a prompt use of them, is of infinit 
advantage ; an indomitable boklness in dan^per i 
ail but necessary : nevertheless Robespierre^a mtm 
shows that it is not quite indispensable i wU 
Danton's is a proof that a revolutionary chief u 
possess it habitually, and may yet be destroyed b 
a momentary loss of nerve, or a disposition to tak 
the law fipom others, or an ino^^rtune heailatio 
and filtering in recurring to extreme measara 
But the history of all these celebrated men shoi 
that steady, unflinching, unscrupulous perseve 
ance — the fixed and vehement will — is altogethc 
enential to success. ^^ Quod tmii^ id valde vuk^' 



ne gt«at man formerly of another, to whom 
ilied lew strikingly thao lo himself, (hou|ih 
t lat«il to eip«rieuce io his own pereon tliat 

&r from being iiiapplifable to him of whom 
d iL It -was the nytng of Julius Cnsar re- 
ng; Junius Brutus, ami conveyed ia a letter 
t who, oelehralei. aiid learned, and virtuoia 

was, and capable of exerting bolh boldneaa 

nien tliat have made their names illustrioua, 
ne who eould the least claim the some ha- 
eharacter for himself. Marcus Tullius 
Derer have risen to eminenee in the Bevo- 
of France, any more tlian he could have 
ed in the Bcenes which disgracefully distiii'- 
gd* It from the troubles of Rome. 

n which thii can jaitly be 
a of Judicial forms, and the d*- 
woir inUnilepiinaed in France by the Inderi^ 
taAttd lo by tb« people. The Bumctei of Hariiw 
rlU wen ftr more langninaiy, bat thef wece Ih* 
I and puung effects of power — mere aeCi of nulitaij 
ion. The Hieiie in France luted mnch abofe a jear. 
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The great leaders whom we have been oontSM 
plating had each a trusty and devoted follow^ 
Dan ton in Camille, and Robespierre in St* J mil 
and these in some sort resembled their chlflH 
except only tliat St. Just was more fnthiifintfli 
tlian Robespierre, and was endowed with paAM 
courage, both physical and moral. 

Camille had long before the Revolution 
embraced republican opinions, and only 
with impatience for an opportunity of 
them into effective operation. He was a penoa^ 
good education, and a writer of great ability. H| 
works are, excepting the pamphlets of Si^yeii iM 
only ones, perhaps, of that countless progeny wiffl 
which the revolutionary press swarmed, that hnij 
retained any celebrity. The very names of til 
others have perished, while the periodical woik ^ 
Camille, the Vieux Cordelier^ is still read Mlj 
admired. This exemption from the common lot c( 
his contemporary writers, he owes not merelf ^ 
the remarkable crisis in which his letters appeuHk 
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yeg^nning of general disgust and alarm at the 
uinary reig^ of the Triumvirate ; these pieces 
i^ceedingly well written, with great vigour of 
ght, much happy classical allusion, and in a 
fiur more pure than the ordinary herd of those 
oyed who pandered for the multitude, 
it the merit of Camille rises very much above 
iterary &me which writers can earn, or the pub- 
dice can bestow. He appears ever to have been 
and to milder measures than suited the taste of 
imes, and to have entirely agreed with Danton 
s virtuous resistance to the reign of blood. At 
'ery beginning of the Revolution he had con- 
ted mainly to the great event which launched 
the attack upon the Bastille. He harangued 
[>eopIe, and then led them on, holding two 
xl pistols in his hands. He also joined Danton 
e struggle which the Mountain made against 
Jironde, and is answerable for a large share in 
iroscription of that party, firmly believing, as 
»n did, that their views were not purely rc- 
:ionary, and that their course must lead to a 
ration of tiie monarchy. He was at first, too, 
moter of mob proceedings and the mobs tliat 
lated them, his nickname being tlie " l*ro- 
ir G<5n6ral de la Lanterne" {Attorney- Ge- 
\ of the Lamp-])08t), But thcjre ended his 
) in the bloody tragedy whicli followed ; and 
egardod with insurmountable aversion tlie 
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whole proceedings of the Triumvirate 
theless, Bobespierre, who had retolTed n{ 
destruction because of his intidoate ooiiiiexi< 
Danton, so &r entered into his views of r 
the speed of the proscriptions as to appvove 
earlier numbers of the Vieux CardeUery wi 
revised and corrected before their publi 
There is even good reason for believin 
Camille might have escaped the proscriptioi 
involved Dapton and his party, through 1 
position of Robespierre not having been v< 
fiivourable to him, because it seems certai 
his doctrine in &vour of returning to mc 
derate courses was not so much dreaded 1 
terrible chief as by others, especially S( 
But a sarcastic expression in which he indu 
the expense of that vain and remorselesB 
sealed his doom. Su Just was always pv 
with his sense of self-importance, and shov 
so plainly in hb demeanour that Camille 
''carried his head like the holy sacrami 
Saint SacremerU)^'' and I," said St. J 
the sneer being reported to him, which 
merit of giving a very picturesque deserif 
the subject, '' and I will make him carry } 
like St. Denis," alluding to the legend 
saint having walked from Paris to his gn 
rying his head under his arm. 
Camille met death with perfect boldnetiy 
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ndigiiiition iit tlie grofa peiMj and ofylng' 
tioo to which lie wus sanriRcai enraged hhn 
. to innlte bin lieuieuiiuur less talm tliBii liia 
. courage would tmvG pruHiritied, or tfaau hla 
J Ht^raiitt Uu Si'ychell«a desired. "MnntToua, 
ami," saJd lie, " que nous savoiis mourir '' 
lu show, my frieud, tlmt we know how lu 

is a reiniu'kable circumstaiice in the history 
ainillt, tliKt he wtis wholly precluded by an 
■able liesitatioii frciti speaking in public, and 
iqnently cuuld lake iiu part in deluite. Nothing 
show more conclusively than the station to 
li he rqse in the annals of the Revolution, that 
iry, mere speaking, bore a fur more mcaor 
able part in the conduct of affiiirs than ft 
Uy does in the administration of popLilar 
mmerilti. The debates of the Convention 
I for the mom part short, full of quick and 
en allusions, loaded with personalities and 
ading in appeals to the popular feelings, but 

few long or elaborate speeches. The principkl 
I appear to have been bestowed upon the 
Hb of the Committeef, which were tagtxfy 
ned to and produced a great effect, by tho 
irtaiioe of their subjects and tke authority of 
jodies from whom they proceeded. In genera], 
itebatea reaembled more the practical discussions 
m engaged In action Uian the declamations ^ 
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or the arguments of debatera. Thus oratory ' 
of less avail than mi^t have been expected in 
action of so popular a government. It should m 
that such a government must be settled before < 
qucnce can have its full scope. '^ Pads comes, otii 
socia, et jam bene constitutse reipublicae alui 
eloquentia." ( Cic.) Other qualities raise a t 
above his compeers while the popular tempest n{ 
A fixed purpose, a steady pursuit of one obji 
an assurance given to the people that he may 
relied upon at all times and to eveiy extent 
constant security against all wavering, a certai 
that no circumstances in his conduct will e 
leave anything to explain or account for, naj 
persuasion that nothing unexpected by those wh 
confidence his past life has gained will ever be do 
so as to excite surprise and make men excU 
'^Who could have thought it? This from hi 
Then what next ? " — these are the qualities wU 
fiur outweigh all genius for debate in the troubk 
times that try men's souls, fill all minds w! 
anxiety, and open the door to general suspicion. 
Without any gifts of wealth or of station, wl 
out even the common faculty of expressing hini 
in public, with no professional or other statioD 
sustain him, a man necessarily unknown, at fl 
altogether, and afterwards only known by Ids I 
will, his devotion to republican principles, and I 
steady adhesion to one party and one chief, CSuil 
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ke one of the leading' men in the Coaventior 
be State, and LluI gained thiij high position 
I lie was kaowti as a writer of singular 
n ; for his ctltbrated lettera were only pro- 
l towards the very close of hia life. It was, 
ofat, an additional cause of his elevation, and 
bly fint recommended him to the public 
F vhich fae had bo little means of improving, 
ke began early to support the revolutionary 
Bent, and iiad, before the great events of 

declared himself a friend of republican 
pies. So it was with Couthon, a provincial 
Bte in Auvergne, and as unfitted for action 
uralytic stroke, which deprived him of the 
f hi* limbs, as Caraille was by the stutter 
I deprived him of the use of his tongue. Tet 
lOa formed the third of the &moiw Trium- 

which exercised for above a year— an Bg« 
dintionary times — the dictatorship of Fiance, 
represented as a person of an engaging aspect 
oble presence, notwithstanding the grieyotu 
ity with which be was stricken. When any 
tea of peculiar severity were to be propounded, 
a always chosen by the Committee to bring 
forward, and he was remarkable for uttering 
oM atrocious and pitiless sentiments iu a teas 
itb a manner the most affectiouate and tender, 
BMwt of his colleagues, he practised on gr^ 
ooe some of those strokes for stage effect tbal 

/ 
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SO powerAiUy afiect the mlTidB of the nmltitB 
and of the French more than perhaps any od 
being confounded with the aabUme, and border 
generally upon the ludicrous. When the dssti 
tion of Lyons had been decreed, he had him 
carried to the great place, and gave the signal 
the work of demolition with a hammer, and 
command or sentence in these words, *^Je 
condamne k ^tre demolie au nom de la loi" 
condemn thee to destruction in the name of 
law). 

The nature of the debates in the Convenl 
has been already adverted to. They were < 
Btantly interrupted by the utmost violence 
individuals and parties, so as to set at nought 
attempts of the President to keep any sembhi 
of order. The scene was often one of per 
confusion, in which his bell tolled in vain, i 
his hat was in vain put on, and he ocoaaion 
left the chair in despair of maintaining even 
outward appearance of order. The two cardi 
points upon which hinge the whole regularity ; 
independence of the proceedings in our popi 
assembly were wholly wanting in the French C 
vention — the chair was not supported and defei 
to by common consent as representing the majoi 
of the whole body, and the strangers admittec 
the galleries {tribunes) were not there upon m 
•lufRvance, vxxmIv to be instantly excluded if t) 
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■ least particular presumed to iaterfare with 



» Ueeactt and the pereonalities in vrliicli tlie 
iMre were wont tu indulge witb levity BJid 
B humour formed a strange aud even appalling 
■at to the dreadful work in which they were 
[ed. — Legendre wan a butcher, and tliat he 
Imported the habits of liis trade into his 
eal sphere appears plainly enough from his 
•ition to have the King's body cut into 
f-three portions, and distributed among the 
U departmenta. His calling wan not unfre- 
iy brought up against him in the Convention 
tUa-toi, massacreur de bffluf» I" said one 
1 he was denouncing, " C'est que j'en ai 
waA qnl avotoit pins d'esprit que toi 1 " >vu 
bather's immediate reply.— Another bring 
Ic deface Bgoimt a motion for a deene of 
•tion to put him on bb trial, L^;eiiUrA.tbca 
ling B^d, "D^rete ipi'il wHt mie"-***!)^ 
," Mid th« other, interruptiag him, 'f d^aiit» 
e luu bcen^ et tu rn'oagoinnieru toi-mfcne." — 
paasagei remind one of the grotesque hiunouts 
« fiends Id 'Faradisa Lost,' whose scoffing 
rj in their " gameeome mood " Milton has so 
mbly painted, to the extreme dupleasure, no 
I, of his prudish critic, in whose ettimatiott 
b by "fiur the most exceptionable pasuge o£ 
rhole poem."* 
IddiKD, ' Specutor; No. 379. The dialogae of nwlaal 
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The talent which Camille displayed as a 
has been alluded to ; it might not appear to be of 
highest order were we considering tlie merit of 
who was a mere author. But he ako played a g 
part among the actors in the scenes of the tii 
and of those he stands certainly highest as a ma 
of composition. There is nothing vile or loi 
his taste, like that most base style of extrava^ 
figure and indecent and even obscene alia 
which dii^usts us in the abominable writing 
tlie Huberts and the Marats ; nor are our feel; 
shocked by anything of the same ferocity wl 
reigned through their constant appeals to the br 
passions of the savage mob. On the contrary, 
allusions are chiefly classical, the sentiments gi 
rally humane, the diction refined. Seven pa 
only of his most celebrated work, ^JLe Vi 
Corddier^* appeared before his moderate cooii 
hurried him to the scafibld. But from one of t 
a passage may be selected for a fair sample of 
powers as a writer. It is his appeal to the Con^ 
tion, awakening their courage, and urging then 
contemn the danger of stemming the ultra-n 
lutionary torrent; and it must be allowed 
the topic of illustration is happily choeen, a 
is certainly handled with ability : — 

Bsrcsni between Adsmo tnd SinoD in Dtnte's 'Inlt 
would hftTe given the lame offence to the critic ; and 
poet seems as if conscious ox the o£fence he was ofiEprija 
sqaeamish persons when he makof Virgil chide his | 
listening to snch ril«1dry. 



CAMnOA DMHOULlm. — ST. iVn. IK 

iMCb quoil loraquu Ions \ea ynin-lea dou7e cent 
He Holdats du peuple Fran(;aiB sffrontent Iw 
louteg h^issi^ lie butteries le« plug imturtriereii, 
V(tU-iit de victoirea en victoires, nana, d^puUii k 
Cuiiveutiun, niius, qui nc pouvons jamnis tomber, 
nine lo solckt, dans I'obHcurit^ de la nuit, fugill^ 
M l«fl t«ii^breii, et ttans Uinoins de ta valenr) 
M, dont la mort BouffL>rti; pour la libcrti^ ne peut 
n que glorieuse, solenneile, et en pr^ience d» 
■nation enti£:re, de i'Europe, et de k pit^rrriltl^ 
lioD»-noiu pIiiB lAchtis que nos sotdatn ? Unin 
Mm-doiis de nouH expuser, de reganler Boucliotte* 
ifiwe F N'oBerona-tious braver la f^nde col^ 
» P6re Duchesne,'!' pO"'' reinporter aussi la 
■oira que le peuple Frani^is attend de noui, 
nctuire sur lea ultra-rt^vohitioitnaires conims 
■ les contre-nhroludonnairas ; la viotob* nir tow 
itiatrigUi, tout 1m fHpon*, toiu 1m amUtlMui' 
m iM ennentU da bien public ? "X 

•^ A TerroHrt general of the Hftiert fcctioa.- 
t The ncme of HA>»rf ■ tnfkmoiu jonmal. 
t "WbMl While tlie iwclTe hnndTcd thoiHUid MUfcn 
|lw Frenoh people c«p1i d«; &M tlie redosbti briatlliig 
b tlM mott deetinctive batteriei, uid fi; from Tletorj to 
hirj, dwH we— we, the reprei m tatirei of th«t people In 
' Oontamiaa, we, wbtt samot fUl, Uke loldjen, la th» 
Mti^ of ni^it, killed io the dark, aod with no witoMi 
OBI Talonr — we, whoee AtKih for libertj eamiot bat b* 
liam, fotemD, fai the preMnee of the whole natiaa, of 
tof», tDd of poMeritr— «hall «w be more timid than ear 
gpef Shall we be aftaid of eaporiag uu iwlie^ <i: 
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• 

mentality, which composed his 8| eeehee wo 
unprofitable. Like all such authorsi he n 
exclamation and apostrophe for pathos. Thi 
sage on the King's trial is &r from being an 
specimen of his manner ; and nothing can be 
worse. After alluding to Louis XVL's i 
kindness of disposition and his charities, he 1 
out into this rhapsody : — 

*< Louis outrageait la vertu ; k qui parahra 
dcSsoimais innocente ? Ainsi done, &mes sen 
si vous aimes le peuple, si vous vous attew 
snr son sort, on vous ^vitera avec horrei 
fltusseUS d'un roi qui travestissait lo sentim< 
permettrait plus de vous croire; on rougi 
parattre sensible."* 

Hardly any of the revolutionary chiefr si 
less shining talents than St. Just ; none i 
themselves more unscrupulous in the pun 
victory ; none more careless of the crimes 
instigated or perpetrated. His maxim thai 
one can rule in France innocently" (on ne 
pas innocemment en France), if followed up 
practical consequences, was the direct sni 

• w LouiB outraged virtue : to whom will she he 
sppear iimooent ? Thiu, ye filing hearts, if yoa U 
people, if you are melted at sueiiig tlicir lot, yoik 
shunned with horror ; the fiiUehood of a king who i 
himself in si»ntimcnt will not suffer you to gain en 
your proflessions. Men will hcncclbrth blush to 
Inder^bsarled.'' 
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ej mattaWy tliat ambition could rommk in 
of domininii. 

t iihould DMrn a* if, in luwting their iwrcml 
a, the Docitmviri of tha Ciinmittiw wuU iinder- 
lOA cacii other'it pr(ip(iniiitii>K, If iiut tlieir inveml 
KpnnitiM. While tlie war •department vnm com- 
litter) to Cartifit, wtir) by ooiDition coimeiit wm the 
iMt Klii^'iilarly flttioi to rnndnct It, othen mi^ht 
e lem qimlifiwl for thttir dtipartmenti tiiftn Odni'lt 
■*» for hiM, but all wore apjiansiitly chiiMin with & 
iow nt ipMt tn thdir iwvnml tMt<w, if not to their 
•niiu. I'lifi euro of tlm jiolitw ami of whatttver 
toMurM were requirMl for maintaliiins or exclUns 
le popular feelinits, wa« glvon to Itobwpiemi -, the 
ropotuil (kf viiilcnt proco(vliiiu;!i to tliu tnitii-vpoken 
mi, from liii inlirmitini, inoHiiiiHivu Cuutlion | while 
10 ri'jiorU to tliB Corivcntion full upon Barriire, 
4wM want of detflnniR«d or dUtlnct priMlplw 
•i shiraeter, u well m hi« euy eloquence, Memed 
■oaUailjr to lit him far thii taik ; and to the 
Hpleioui, Impluable St. Just belong;ed the wfttoh- 
ig Bad denunciation of political offbnden, in- 
ladlng of courw the extenilve lyilem of cpj'^onA 
mjfiomtage) kept in perpetual activity. It ihould 
MM, however, a* if Bobeapierre himwlf emplofed 
piM .apart from hi* oolleaguee. Curloue report* 
f llMe agent* were fbund among hli papen^ and 
wn been made public The circumatanoes leiaed 
fOB bj the watehflil eje* of tboee tUo wntokM 



t*. f. ni.) u 1^ I I it I 

■bMW aoaBaM of aU th« iangai 
Ai tluring Uw nMnrin;, tbot be '• 
IiiI u mI; villi Mnw (sw, Bin) ttuit b 
»-Ulk««raMl.*' (/£.p.36T.> 

It M MM lO bt> ttHVIMUA, in I 

f^tiim t^Mril* of llMi Triuuvit 
y jHvliMl bT Um ] 



«lm>ty ■ 
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are all of the most trivial naturey and i lemaoitiate 
the readiness with which everything and anything 
becomes matter of charge under such a r^gimoi. 
Of one deputy (Bourdon de I'Oise) it is uid, after 
tracing his whole motions during the day, that oa 
going to the Convention he yawned repeatedly 
while reports were read of matters advantageous 
to the state. {Papiers Inedits^ voL i. p. STCX) 
Of another (Thuriot) it b told, that some one upim 
quitting him said, ^' Ne tarde pas" (make liaiite)i 
{lb. p. 371.) Of Legendre it is said, after a 
minute account of all the insignificant things he 
did during the morning, that he ^' convened mys> 
teriously with some one, and that both appealed le 
avoid the crowd." {lb. p. 367.) 

It is not to be forgotten, in considering the 
relative danerits of the Triumvirate, that by &r 
the most sanguinary period of the Beigp of Temr 
was the last month of its duration, as we have 
already seen ; and during the whole of that period 
Bobespierre absented himself from the Committee 
as well as the Convention. It is true that he was 
engaged in supporting possibly the system, certaialy 
liis own party in it, at the Jacobin Club, and with 
the municipality of Paris ; and he most probaUy 
was aware of all that passed among his coHeaguei 
in his absence. But the details at least of thoN 
wholesale murders, the foumeeg (or batcliea), ai 
they were quaintly termed, were left to the ua- 



■lolling tiuiidtt of the gtitiless Coathon aiul Dm 
ImcIous St. Just. Niir U it to lie kept niit of 
Hrr tbu thu detestable youtli uq{wl upon tbe 
l^mit a measure from which even his savage tiatiira 
(■coiled (if indeed it be not that his uerves gave 
|||y at tbe proapect), a measure of eweepiug ez> 
ipmiiiatjon, which would have lafi all fonner 
Imeities excluded from their due aliare of es^ 
jpaion vith aftertimee, and must have Btaj«d, 
(■nibly might have averted, the fate of tbft 



IWTfae redection which after all most coueLantly 
arises in tlie mind from the couteinplatiuii of such 
dreadful scenes, is the one to which reference has 
ia part alreudy been made towards the coniiiience- 
ment of Uicm: details — an astonii^hment almoflt 
■aonntiiig to incredulity tfaat the Freooh tiatioa 
•NUiWve stood by, aod seen trnd uifiered itfaatt 
to be oiacted. Everythiug wu done vhick 
Jhommi wicketbeH could accDmpllah to outzagc 
Hm -attrntfieU feeUngs ef our Batun, uidihoM 

;»4»f«varydewriptiaB; for whole tbe mcMt 
I, the moat jhtnwIeM iqjuitice, provariiiaiiy 
■id to'drive win men mod, was displayad wiUi u 
Md>eltf thkt would hanUy be beoonung in thon 
wboM judgment was iB&Uible and nature inn* 

ici tad while the highest dignities, the moit 
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exalted iiutitatioiis were laid prostfate at the ItHt 
of the vulgar tyrants of a day, such deeds of Uool 
were perpetrated as always take the strongest InU 
upon the feelings of the bulk of mankind ; aad dl 
this was not merely submitted to in patienee i i 
considerable portion of the people in many plaetf 
were active approvers, and many were agents^ vtt 
were stained with these dreadful crimes. If aajf* 
one had, before 1789, aye, or even before ITM^' 
foretold that the French people would submit tea 
law preventing men upon trial for their lives ftett 
being heard in their own defence^ and commanding 
that the judges should condemn to death tft 
political offences without evidence, he would have 
been laughed to scorn as a folse prophet, and le- 
probated as a public slanderer; But if any obs 
liad pretended to foresee the time when the status 
of a miscreant universally scorned and detested fat 
daily recommending the wholesale murder of Us 
follow-creatures, without a vestige of those taleiili 
which too often conceal the nakedness of guilt, or 
those graces which lend a passing hue of fidmsM 
to the external sur&ce of moral poison, would, 
with general applause, even of those who had 
loathed him living, be enshrined in the national 
temple of glory, among men whose genius and 
virtue had long been the pride of the FTCneh 
people — assuredly such a seer would have been 
deemed insane. Can anything more strikingly or 
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t frightfully iiupress ujHin the niiud n HeiiM of 
iiusclue& whic)i iiiiiy spring from popular 
iwiasm, when bad men obtain cwny over a 
m little infunoed, and unable or unwilling to 
£ and judge for itMilf; ready to believe what- 

y. ig told by interested iafbruiaiiU, to follow 
MTGV is recommended by £Uae advisers acting 
heir own selfiBh ends? That do such eeetiea 
i now be renewed in France we may very 
J venture to aftirni, though mnch mischief 
K still be wrouglit by undue popular excite- 
L That in this country such things are wholly 
iMible needs no proof; the very least of the 
ble departures from justice which marked the 
K of the French mob-tyranny, would at once 
tltruw whatever person might here attempt to 
n by euch means, and would probably drive ua 
itooie axtrenea diametricallj oppodte to thoM 
nh. had given birth to any oali^« of tbe kinb 

Hum ascurity triMi wholly from Hbt) ■ p9»^M 
% «t thinking for thanselves, and the impo*^ 
i^ of any one making them act upon grounds 
jbjtbaf do not comprehend, ov fbr pofpOMt 
Uek they have no manifest intereat, or (o atilt 
rs casefally concealed from diem, and only 
Wtd orer with vague phraaes, which in thia 
itrjr are alwaya the aouroe of incunble dli- 
L . ■' 
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ports of our peqile; it would be iniHt ftl 
aBserty for esunpley that the Ixisli are mSt 
such influenoe. On the eontiaijy fhej wtaaii 
do not think and jndgpe fiir thonaelvei; 
oertainly are in the hands of penoDS who 
not take the trouble to give sound reasons, oi 
reasons at all, for their advioe. The Irish p 
are ezdted and moved to action in the 
bj appeals to matters of which they do not 
the pains to comprehend even the outline, j 
less to reflect on the import and tendency, 
are made, and easily made, to exert themselvc 
things of which they have formed no distinct 
and in which they have no real interest whal 
They leave to others, their spiritual and thei 
litical guides, the task of forming their opi 
for them, if mere cry and clamour, mere rui 
about and shouting, can be called opinions, 
never are suspicious of a person's motives, m 
because they see he has an interest in dece 
them. They never weigh the probabilities < 
tale, nor the credit of him that tells it The^ 
be deceived by the same person nine times in 
cession, and they will believe him just as impi 
the tenth ; nay, were he to confess that he 
wilfully deceived them to suit a puipose c 
own, they would only consider this a proof i 
honesty, and lend an ear if possible more read 
bis next imposture. A people thus uninetn 



M <>^<'.it«d, Uiiui gpiiidnl, urn miut drcjily tn be 

int 1 and thv duty id luost iniptimtivn of ihoir 

tent, by all niuLim, ami without delay, to Kucua 

im iWttn Ruch ignuranirn, onJ miw thorn fVom 

nh guitlva by «very kiniJIy miKld of trMUmmt 

rich It pRtomut Guverunit'nt ruii deviiiti. Ihit 

th A [MMple, ospecially If the iialunl ^noditeH 

thuir dispmitlons vi<ri) not outragiti by iwfian 

a <!mel kind, would easily be movod to wititiM 

d to MilTer the grosBcat vinlutiona of juitliotii 

mid let thiinuielvui be Iialloi>ed cm to tha altKok 

I thnr b(9it friendB by any wily linprntor thit4 

l^t liuve gained thoir cimfldcncu, and would 

ftr meii a« hose and as cxuoniblt) lu Marat to 

nrp the hiinoura of their raiitheoii. 

IV'But it must be odmitteil that there existed tw^ 

tererful »tuieii of the Buaoes^ which atlt!iided th* 

~" agituU>ra of France, — causes BuiHcient to aor 

It for nuioli of the impression whicli they wew 

ttlowed to make, and of tbe impunity which tbflf 

•^yed aitfT their worst miudeetls. 

In (htt^riC place there was a very larg« portion 
it genuine oiid even virtuous patriotiam among 
JHOf of the men who bore a part in public aSkim, 
,Mk> remained attached to their principles during 
Uttrtmicgle of i>artion, and wliu were but little 
iMTupted by the (Hrwinttl vinws which had early 
■ddced M> many of (heir chii-fii. They Iiod b 
Kfcaling iu fovour of liberty, and of cout 
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aequeiit attachment to tlie Revolutioo ia tb 
and guiltless stage of its eiiHtence ; they hi 
an ardent Ioyo of their country, of her glory, 
ally of her independence. The court-part^ 
betrayed views, natural in their position, ho 
the new order of things ; and as the revolul 
measures more departed from moderation, a 
existence of the monarchy became more e 
to peril, that party cast their eyes unb 
towards foreign assistance, the idea which a 
aroused the feelings of Frenchmen, and man 
on the side of even an extreme polioy, a 
portion of the community not originally pr 
to part with all the existing institutions o 
ancient kingdom. Nothing but the invas 
the allies in 1792 could have reconciled 
men to the violence which was then don 
only to the court and royal &mily, bu 
to multitudes of harmless individuals in o 
station. Th^ brilliant prog^ress of the war i 
the Reig^ of Terror blinded many persons 
atrocities daily conunitted ; and their perpel 
had the skill to make it supposed that a s 
reverse of the singular fortune which at I 
their arms, if not an invasion of France 1 
allies, was the alternative to be expected fro 
overt lirow of their dominion and a restoral 
moderate and r^vlar government. In the 
of all the fiictious conflicts which tore tha 



Ilic, iJio genera,! fi-ovnlunce of purely potriotiu 
^ ajii) of uiotivo« xnliily tiiHiionced by honeot 
5of the public goo*!, hciw often Boevcr mutakea, 
iu (iiiiw unqueBtio liable. Tlie great bulk at 
)onvriition, mid many even of the leiuktni, 

men devoted to their country, mid bt>iil only 
idlscliarge of their public duty. " Lajmlrie," 
laglc word which never lost its influence, van 

mm'* mouths, but iilso in most men's heartn. 
} cliidit who bt^caine corrupted by anibilion 
A coume of thtiir exertions for lier interests^ 
Irvorted by liontility towards each other in 
togKM of their mutual conflicts, began thei. 
t with aa unfeigned a luve of their country, 
a liontwt an attachment to revolutionary priii- 
I, and the caiiso of just rcfimii, as ever filled 
learta or guided the course of any statesmen 
ly age. Some of the great leaders, as Robert 
rt, Vei^niaud, perhaps Danton and Camille, 
wd the same principles throughout their 

and Btormy lives. Some, as Carn<3t, Lakanal, 
i^lemy, probably Bcederer, after holding font 
leir integrity during the awful struggle that 
o fitted to try men's souls, survived the tern- 
and adorned by their lalcntA and edlRed by their 
ea the more tranquil season that 8uccee<ied. 

criminal portion of the revolutionists were 
In number compared to those whom they 
d by their arts, or whom tliey succeeded in 
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overawing by the violence of the multitude. ] 
it was not wholly against their will, or thnn 
the mere iuiluence of terror, that the bulk of 
Convention and of the country submitted to 
outrages of the Decemvirs. Au alarm of an i 
posite nature worked strongly on their minds ; 
dread of a Counter-revolution, and of the vengeai 
which its leaders, if successful, would surely i 
ercise, had a ver}' powerful operation in reconcil 
men's minds to the exbting Government ; anc 
is certain that the execution of the King and 
other crimes early committed by some and connii 
at by all, had the greatest iniluence in causing a; 
neral fear of retribution and a proportional alam 
what must happen, should the old dynasty be restor 
These considerations must be taken into i 
account in examining the conduct of the Fren 
and accounting for their submission to the tyran 
injustice, and cruelty of their revolutionary chie 
else we shall both mistake the state of the quest 
and do injustice to tliat $^reat people. It is a 
due to the leading men of those times tltat 
record how pure was tiie attachment of many 
them to their countr}-, and how little otlicr moti 
operated on tlieir minds. The course so frequi 
in such times, K'udinu: others from [latriotism 
faction, from 7A'al for a principle to im]>atience 
opposition, and from desire of victory over 
adversary to the lust of power for personal gn 
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itioQ, gave rise to most of the urrors and many 

the crimei which we have been cootem plating. 

melancholy coiisiileratioo of these and tlieir 
0868 only BiTvea to eulianee the value of thote 
•a who yielded Co no £uch seductioiui, and tu 
stase our respect fur tiieir pure motives and 
rtuoua lives. But the same contemplation «ug- 
ita another rejection, (eacheH another lessou. 

shows, with the force of demonstratien, the 
ial consequencea to themselves and their own 
rtue, of men, however strong their principles and 
ire their enthuaiasm, yieiditig to such a passion, 
d overleaping under its influence the plain line 

duty wiiich forbids the doing of evil that gooU 
>y come. It shows the fatal conttcquences to 
B community of suflcTirig parties and their chiefs 
acquire the ascendant, when pretending, perhaps 

first really meaning, to rule the state for the 
rtherance of a wholesome, rational policy — it 
mg hard to say whether more wickedness may 

cofnmitted by public men under the influence 

enthusiaiim, or more detriment sustained by the 
nntry under the mii^idance of &ction. 
In the tecond place it must be observed that in 

times of revolutionary violence there is an im- 
nicy secured to the worst characters by the spirit 
party, and especially by the slowness of party 
led to sacriflce even their wont adherents, and 
re them ov«r to the merited indignation of the 



r 
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world. See tlie universal horror and difgusi 
Marut inspired in all men and of all parti 
odious violence, his vinilence of temper moi 
ful still, his savage ferocity of manner exao 
by the fury of his sentiments, and the wild 
his propositions ; his avowed authorship of 
uul which openly preached the indiscrimlna 
sacre of whole classes for their political prir 
his constant efforts to excite the mob am 
them towards the most infernal excesse 

* Id rooommending tbo massacre of all arifUx 
scrupled uot to proclaim tlirough his paper, the ' 
Peuple,* that 270,000 heads must M\ by the galliot; 
he published lists of persons whom he consigned to 
veugeance and destruction by tlieir names, descripi 
places of residence. He was remarkable for the 
fbatures of a countenance at once horrible and ridicu! 
fbr the figure of a dwarf, not atiove five feet high, 
on his first appi^aronce in the mob-meetings of hli 
the constant butt of the company, and maltreated by 
to gross personal rudeness. The mob, however, olv 
bis port, U'caiise of the violence of his horrid I 
'Dius, long iK'fore he preoclutl wliolesale nmssaci 
Journal, he had denounced 800 deputies as fit for e: 
and demanded that they should iw Imnged on as ma 
His constant topic was assassination, not only In his 
but in private society, llurtmroux describes bin 
'M^moires' (p. 59) as reci>mmending that all ai 
should be obliged to wear a tmdge, la oste that th* 
be recognised and killed. •* Hut," he usiA to add, ** 
only to wait at the playhouse door and Bark those v 
out, and to observe who luive servants, oarrlagi*s, 
rloth4*s ; and If you kill them all, yoa are prettv sar« 
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leRtbloanil uUcrly abominaMu tliingN had 
IjT ublilumtoil the nierlu wliieh Uu revolu- 
rlolence and devuliDii to tlio exlreine party 
mi to display, that no one would associate 
I or remnin on the bencli of thi: BSMinbl) 
b he took ]m seat ; and when he rose to 
t liimjwlf from the charges on wliicli tie 
iiptiR hi« triitl, und began by «iyin^ that he 
M he liail many enemies in the Convention, 
I waa dtownud by cries from every quarter 
/ AUt" — Vet the Jacobin parly allowed 
teh to be elected one of the deputies fVom 
Iftli' and neither Hobuspioire nor any of 



oanj orwiocmts. Or ificninohundreil should be 
dou'l eigiiify — you have killed niacty ariitocratt." 
bout iifly at thi^ timi^ of liia death, being bom in 
conM^iieiitly or an age prior to that of the other 
««pt Bailiy, irho wu bom in 1736. He u Mud to 
bt French in Edinburgh sbonl ttie year 1774 ; and 
ablished a pamphlet in EDgliih under the title of 
riu nf Sliiverg.' He was bora at Nealbhitel, and 
•cure medical practitioner in Parij. He published 
ki of some li'nmiag and little other merit on tnb- 

c were among the twenlj'toqr depolies of Parii la 
ention ten of the greaieet leaders, exdn«ive of 
lobeipierre and his brother, Danhm, CoUot d'H«- 
aille Deamoalini, Lei^ndre, Fabre d' Eglantine, 
'arennet, David, and Plgalibl {ci-devant Due d'Oi^ 
lobeapierre'a brother was a person of no weight, 
known fVom bia relalioniihip. He was, however, a 
gpublican, was employed with the aniiy of Itnlj 
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his adheteuts, nor even DantbDy ventored t»i 
denounce him, and to give their real and knowvji 
sentiments respecting him — nay, when the aoddnla 
of his assassination had freed the earth fitmi ■» \ 
monstrous a pollution, and his bust was simply ht 
that reason placed in the Pantheon, most of thsh 
great leaders paid tributes of respect from time 1i»i 
time to his memory, holding up his supposed 
vices as objects of public gratitude, and his death ■* i 
a mart}Tdom for revolutionary principles. Yet thiftj 
death had not obliterated the recollection of anj-i 
one of the enormities of bis life, which had made lam \ 
so justly the object of universal scorn. Bobeqiiflntr^ 
pronounced his funeral oration ; David boasted of i 
preserving by his pencil ^^ the cherished features of • 
the virtuous friend of the people ;" and DantOD 
most unaccountably and preposterously called him 
the Divine Marat, boasting after his assassinadoB 
of having long before given him that very absurd 
appellation. 

Can any one doubt that such conduct in partiei 
and their chiefs, such a pusillanimous truckling to 
the passions of the rabble, such a base pandering to 
their worst propensities as this silence respecting 
great criminals implies, must ever be as impolitic 
as it is profligate and unprincipled? We have 

when it took Nice ; and he sacrificed himself generouslj on 
tlie doTrnfall of his brother, -with whom he was 
at bis owu dosiro, aud executed with the Triumviiate^ 
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it* eonscqucDCen in all ages, aud it luu 
; iDJurious to many a great man's rp- 
'Bs probably only fui a party leader tlint 
r, without partaking- in Catiline's con- 
-Ice far too gently of it, and gave its 

his protection, if not liis countenance, 
edin^ against tliem before t!ie senate, 
lit of this party delicacy tjas been the 
'hich btill rests on the memory of tliat 
and leads to a prcvajling suspicion 
g secretly joined the most abandoned 
in. So, in modern (imes, whoever in 
probating and attacking known guilt 
?ar of losing ttie support of some par- 
;ndin^ some party, must make up his 
using for the accomplice in crimes 
ler from timidity or upon calculation, 
denounce. Against the loss of support 
lely set the loss of character, which 
irincipled course is sure to entajl upon 
ursue it ; and it is not doubtful on 
tie balance of the account will be found 



reflection of a practical nature is im- 
igh lo be here added, aa the natural 
■ survey wliicli wo have been taking of 
r Terror— I mean the extreme danger 

political bwlies, under any pretext 



134 THE FRENCH REVOLUTION. 

whatever, to interfere with the adniinistration c 
justice. The Convention's controversy with tli 
Revolutionary Tribunal was in truth the cause o 
all the horrors which we have been contemplating 
The thin disguise under which this interferene 
was veiled could deceive no one, least of all tbos 
who made use of it to hide their tyranny. *' Th 
public good" — " the danger of the country " — ** tb 
safety of the people " — above all, " the privilegf 
of the Legislative Body " and " the sacred rights o 
the people's representatives'* — were constantly ii 
men's mouths as a justification for the Conventia 
assuming the judicial power, and subjugating tb 
(•ourts of justice. When we see our own Houm 
of Parliament setting up their claim to punisi 
summarily all who dispute, even in courts of Ian 
and according to the course which the law pn 
scribes, those powers declared in no written statute 
and only asserted or defined from time to time fl 
their exercise is found convenient, and always afU 
the act is done which they are put forth to con 
demn and to visit — surely we may well feel som 
alarm at such a stride towards the very worst of th 
outrages on all justice and all humanity that fon 
the chief disgrace of the French Revolution. T 
take an example : — The House of Commons prinl 
and sells libels upon individuals ; and if the injure 
party dare, without leave, to sue the printers or th 
authors whose slanders the Commons have thoqgii 
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[)llfb, he 1* •out 1.0 prison for breai^li of pri- 
i}ut if tho ijuiiri'il )inrty putitloDt humbly 
Q to procurd iu vinilicuting hi* wuiiiidvil 
be meeU wllli u flat refiinal. It b tha 
of the Cuininotiii to dual In Mlaiider, oiid to 
nust lubmlt. Nay, It wai quite cluar tliut 
irornuieiit, being unable to give tliuir niob 
in Ntroiig inetwiirra of in novation, iittAcktNl 
gm hwUiul — knowing' tliin li> Ihi, Iji tlie 
'M, nn ucwplitblii vquivuli-iit. 
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1'herc are few names in the French I 
iwhich have figured so much as that of 
Sit^yes ; and hardly any which is better 
connexion with thb great chapter of mod 
Those who have only marked the space 
filled in debate, or the merits of his 
tracts at the convocation of the States G 
the fiiilure of all his plans of constitutioi 
to underrate the importance of his lab 
to suppose that his high place in the revt 
Pantheon had been inconsiderately aware 
public voice. A personal acquaintance 
would certainly have led to the same c 
But near observers, belonging to the times 
he figured, entirely dissent from this op 
give reasons, apparently satisfactory, for i 
more ordinary view of his services an( 
portance. I have frequently discussed t 
both with General Camot and Prince T 
neither of them at all likely to be decc 
mere theorist, both of them entertair 
little respect for a metaphysical politi 



II tlieir own Uistos and hahite aiin.' to i'i>;>iinl 
oiuewlmt of dlftdaiii a purely Rpeuuktivu 
HID. Yft botli agi-etU in affirming the great 
f [lie AbW, and tlity appeaW to theextnann 
nice uf the meattiires wLicb proc<wded friiiii 
jid for the euggeatiou of which thev botli 
ioi the exclusive credit. 
m graat measures wore three in uuuiber, of 
certainly it would not be easy to overrate 
jortanoe, — namely, the joint veriticatiun oi' 
wan at the meeting of the States GeneraJ) 
nation of the National Guarda, the eatablish- 
f the new system of provincial diviaiou and 
itration. 'i'he first of these measures led 
' to the important step of the tliree orden, 
«, Peers, and Commons, sitting ia one cham- 
d the consequent absorption of the whole in 
t«r body. The value uf the second needs 
dwelt upon. But the third was by &r the 
laterial of the whole, because it not only 
the devolution upon an immoveable foun- 
— the admission of the people everywhere 
are in the local administration of their con- 
but destroyed the remains of the monarchical 
IB of the territory, and rendered inevitable 
and step, the most precious of all the fruits 
Revolution, the abolition of the various 
^d customary codes, and the extension over 
lie country of one universal system of juri*- 
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prudence ; in the stead of a state of things ao Into- 
lerable, and so absurd, as the existence of totally 
different laws in different streets of the same town 
or hamlet. 

If it is gpranted that the whole praise of these 
reforms belongs undivided to Si^es, it is proved 
that his was a mind most fertile of resources, and 
that its conceptions were not more vast than thej 
were practical. M. Thiers describes his genius 
as characterised by this peculiarity — " a systematie 
concatenation of his own ideas" — a peculiarity 
which he shared with our Bentham ; and the lik^ 
ness is only made the more striking when the author 
adds, that '^ to this was united an inflexible obsti- 
nacy of disposition, which made him as tenaciooi 
of his own opinions as he was intolerant of all 
others." {Hist, de la RevoL Fran^aise^ torn. I) 
M. Mignet describes him as still more of a specu- 
latist ; but his sketch loses not at all the resemblanee 
to what we have seen of Bentham. '^ Sieyes," sayi ' 
he, ^' would have founded a sect in the days of ^ 
monkish solitude ; and study had early ripened hb ] 
Acuities, and filled his mind with new, strong, aad' 
extensive ideas, but somewhat systematic. Sodetf 
had been the main subject of his investigatioHL 
lie had followed its progress, and decompoeed Ik 
nprings, and he conceived the nature of govemmeil 
to be rather a question of age and period than if 
rights ; he ditxlained the ideas of others. becHM 



ibuad them incomplete : and, in hia eyes, balf 
lUth waa equivalent to error. Opposition irritated 
n ; he was not conimuuicative ; he desired to be 
leistood entirely, and this he found impossible 
it half the world. His disciples transmitled iiis 
tcma to others, aud tliia gave them a. mysterious 
, and made him tlie object of a kind of worship. 
I possessed the authority which atteuds a perfect 
^tical science, and the constitution might have 
yatg from his head, like Minerva from Jupiter's 
fbe codes of ancient lawgivers, if it had not been 
ifinourdays every one claimed a right of uding 
It or of modifying his work. Nevertlielras, hi» 
|BU were, with some modifications, for the most 
rt adopted ; and in the Committees, where hb 
lours lay, he had more disciples than fellow- 
rkmen." {IIUl. de la Revol. FraitfaUe, torn, i 
113.) 

&« of other ri-niark^aik- jicrsnn^, so of Siejes are 
K many things recounted which appear to rest 

DO foundation. Of this description is the story 
oftcQ told, that on the question coming to him 
n the punishment which should be inflicted on 

nnfortunate Louis XVI., he, impatient of the 
Bches vhich had preceded him, pronounced these 
tda, " La mort, satu phrase," No such thing 
«Corded in the account published by authori^ 
the * M nniteur.' Under the head of Depudea 
D the Department of La Sarthe, we have thia 
ry ! — 
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" Froyer — La Mort. 

" Si^yes— La Mort 

" Le Tourneur*— La Mort " 

It is a form of votiug adopted by many of 
members, and notliing whatever distinguishei tl: 
from the other votes. 

To the earlier period of the Revolution, the 
portancet and the fame of Sieyes must be coofii 
Nothing can well exceed the absurdity of sc 
plans which he, at a later stage, propounded, 
had a great share in the proceedings of Bruma 
which overthrew the Directory and founded 
Consulship under Napoleon. But he desired : 
to establish a Consulate, of which he should hi 
self hold his share, a divided and nominal third 
the supreme power, while in reality all authoi 
was to be vested in one of his colleagues. J 
propose^ a form of government, which, fiir 
absurdity, may fairly challenge the pre-eminoi 
with any not the produce of Dean Swift's satiric 
humour. Napoleon should, according to tl 
strange scheme, have been invested with tl 
supreme magistracy, but without any power, a 
cutive or legislative ; enriched with an enonM 
salary, and suffered to exercise the whole patn»|| 
civil and militar}-, of the State, while others «i 
named by the people to make the laws, and ed 
duct, in union with his executive nomibsei, tl 

* 1a: Tduniour de la Maiiclu* : afterwante ooeofi 
Execmivv Din-otorv. 



lut of the country, Napoleon's remark 
lie had no wish to ^' be a fettdued hog, 
y of some millions (cochon a Vatgrait a 
'.re de quelques miUioas), afler the life 
had led and in the [>asition to which it had 
im." I must add that I have met with 
'rench politicians, neither ignorant nor 
'c, who had, much to mj surprise, formed 
ble opinion of this plan,* 

beginning of the year 1817, I made oc* 
e with the Abbi^, at tliat time, with Cam- 
nd otlier regicides, residing at BnisseU. 
D on my way to attend my parliamentary 
the opening of the Session ; and finding 
ij company with a party leader, he was — 
itely for me, who desired to hear him 
in matters «hjch he understood — led to 
at gresit length and with little fruit, his 
in a point the most incomprehensible to a. 
, and indeed the most diificult for any 
d Englishman, any Englishman out of 
i\ of practical politics, to understand, — 
the course mo.-it fitting, in the circum- 
if tlie moment, for the English Far- 
y opposition to take. I admired thf> 
ing confidence with wliich he delivered 
tively his ojiinioas, oracularly dictating 
B crude, absurd, most ignorant notions. _, 

TbierE in liis '■ Cossiilal" takes thU Tiew. 
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I marvellfxl at the boldnew of the man who 
thiui lecture otio neccsflarily well acquaintec 
the subject, of which the lecturer could n 
pofisibility umlcrstaiid the A, B, C. I exceec 
lamented tlie loss of what might have beoii 
views pnxhictive of (Mirious information. 
turniHl to Knglund without the least diKposit 
put a singh; one of his absurdities to the I 
exi)crieii(r(! ; for iiuUMid to iiave mentioned evi 
moHt tolerable of them to the least experiem 
my party would have been to raise a doubt t 
seriousness, if not of my sanity. Both my ^ 
friend the late Lord KinnainI and myself 
mightily struck with the contrast which Camb 
pres(>nt(Kl to the Ahh6 in these interviews. 

After the lievolution of 1830 Sit^yes ret 
to i'aris, whore he HvtKl to an extreme old 
and for several years In^fore liis death pa 
attention to anytliing except the care of his h 
st*ldom seeing Ids friends, and only quittin 
house to take an airing in a carriage. A gi 
desire whs rxpresMxl by his colleagues of th 
stitute, tliat he shouhl ntturn to his place i 
illustrious b<Mly. Count IloMlerer was one 
deputation which nought an interview with I 
tlie ho)KM of prevailing upon luni to chan{ 
resolution and yiehl to tlie general wish, 
attempt was vain : and a touching scene w 
•cribcHi to mo by the Count. After tuying 
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nemW li« iltuiilti tmw lie of nny anaociu- 
Doiiveraing', bul hi u itlrain thut bure 
;he hand of age being upon tiim, lie mill, 
e ne sbJ» pliia [larlrr, ni"— nnd aflvr ii 
4ilded, " 111— mo tuiru." 



^DUKE OF OTHANTO. 

kU lequBintaiun) at Drodeo, -wbtre ho ■m*(d 
nber, 1815, u Frunoh Miniitcr, but in b lort nf 
mile; uDil be told [QG that tlieDuLeofWellineWn 
him not lo ncovpt that iniuiou, aaj'ing, " You 
1 B holu whicll Joii will OQvn tin able lo loave," 
nil i;)iprt'iiH.-d to mc Mb regret al not Imving 
.t ixlvit'o, mill bin opiiiioa that tbc iuttiF>[iRlion 

siBfcgtrated opiaiou.bothof hii owd importanoe 
malice of bij enmaicc, he had left Parii in dii> 
WBB ao appn hi^iisive of being reoogDiied, that 
t liiK wife on tbc road he would not acknowledge 
d rciuained sonic weeks at BniMeU, sod carried 
[indcttci; with the Duke of WelliagtaQ and othen, 
?eivinB from llio French GoTernment a peremp- 
> ripair to bis post, he continued his Journey 
lamc of M, Durand, marchaod de vtn, tilt he 
p/ig, where he reeiimcd bis owu tiHinc. He was 
1 by liis wifu, who iras of the fcmily of Cat- 
related, na he Euid, to the Bourbons, wllh Anir 
liis former murringe, by an eldest son who 
b;: of weak intellect, and who became remark- 
I avarice, by two otlicr sons who, cTcn In (heir 



r 



144 THE FRENCH REVOLUTIOR. 

childhood, exhibited a strong dispoatioii to «nid 
a daughter, and by a very intriguiiig goiFerneM, 
Riband. 

He had been early in life a professor in the Oratoi 
it was said very truly at Dresden that he had *' le 
d'un moine, et la voix d'nn mort," and, as he was ft 
time the only foreign minister at that court, that he a] 
" like the ghost of the departed corps diplomatique, 
countenance showed great intelligence, and did not i 
the cunning by which he was eminently distingnish< 
manner was calm and dignified, and he had, eitfae 
nature or from long habit, much power of self>poa 
When I announced to him the execution of Marsha 
of which by some accident I had recdved the ear] 
formation, his countenance never changed. He appe 
be nearly sixty years of age, and his hair had bee 
white as snow, in consequence of his having, acooii 
his own expression, *' slept upon the guillotine £)r 1 
five years." His conversation was very animated 
teresting, but it related chiefly to events in which 
been an actor, and his inordinate vanity induced 
say : ** I am not a king, but I am more illustrious th 
of them." His statements did not deserve implicit cr 
and I may mention as an instance his bold dem 
during the whole course of his long administra* 
Minister of Police, any letter had ever been opened 
post-office. 

Amongst a great number of anecdotes which he re 
me, there were two that exhibited in a very striking i 
the fertility of his resources when he acted on I 
theatre, though, as I shall afterwards show, he a] 
utterly helpless amidst the difficulties which he enoo 
at Dresden. 

While he was on a misdon to the newly.«iti 
Cisalpine Bepublic, he received orders from tibe 
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f to n^uin the rcniovDl of Rome flmetioiiuim who 
ooiione to the Auitriun Goreniment. He ret\)Eod 
f, uad staled in his answer that those functionBriw 
mchcd tu France ; thnt the tll-'will vith which 
SB viewed by the Aiwtrian Government TfBB 
■son for the French Goremment to demand Oielr 
; thnt, according to inlellig:ence ■which hod reaehed 
BtriSQ troops were acivundng, and thnt the war 
e renewed. The orders were mlerated without 
d ODe morning he waa informed that an agent of 
tt»7 wu arrived at his house, and was aeoompanied 
I gens d'snues. Fooch^ desired that the agent 
1 admitted, and thai a message might be sent to 
d General Jonbert, who comniarded some French 
Na Gtolioned in the Baine town, reqnesting him to 
nei^atelj, and to bring with bim a troop of cavalry, 
it delivered la FducIr- letters of recall, and showed 
afterwards sd order to arrest him asd (o conduct 
!^aiia. Fonch^ made some obserratiom to JUBfify 
liU the arriTal of JouberC with the cavalry ma 
•da when he altered his tone, and told the agent: 
Ik of arresting me, and it is in mj power ta amat 
Oabert said, on entering the room, " Me voiOi STM 
gons. mon cher ami ; que pnis-je &ire k votre 
' and Poncho replied; "Ce drole-lk vent m'arrSlar." 
•Dl ! " eiclaimed Jonbert, " dans ee cas-lk je le 
m mille pitcee." The agent eicnsed himself u 
iliged to execute the orders which he had received, 
dismissed by Fouch^ with the remark, " Vons Stes 
tUei tranquillement & voire hotel." When he hod 
^ouchi observed that the Direelorj was not respected 
home or ttbrofld, thai it would therefore bo eaty to 
tr the government, and that Joubert might obtdn 
H if he would usGist in the undertaking. Joo^ert 
I that he was merely a soldier, and that he di/. not 
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wish to meddle in politics ; bat he gnnted Pouehtf^ n 
of fhmishing Idm with a military escort to pnnide I 
sa&ty till he reached Paris. On the road he prqpan 
addKss to the Conncil of Five Hundred, winch wa 
culated to be very ii^jarious, and perhaps fiital* t 
govemment When he arriyed at Fans he called ci 
of the IMrectors, but was not admitted, and he ezpres 
me his amviction that he should have been arreste 
next morning if he had not immediately insisted 
haying an audience with Talleyrand, then Ministc 
Foreign Afiairs. Fouch^, after defending his condoe 
that he considered it his duty, before he presented his ad 
to show it to Talleyrand, who no sooner read it than h 
its dangerous tendency, and the whole extent of tiie mi 
to which it might lead. He told Fouchd: ** 1 peroelf 
there has been a misunderstanding, but eyerything n 
arranged :" and added, ** the post of Minister to the BW 
Republic is now yacant, and perhaps you would be n 
to accept it" Fouchd, who perceiyed that the othe 
intimidated, determined to ayail himself of the adyi 
which he had acquired, and replied that Us honoc 
character had been attacked, that immediate reparatio 
necessary, and that his credentials must be prepared 
course of the night, in order that he might the nei 
depart on his mission. This request haying been gr 
Fouch^ proceeded to state that his journey to Paris ha( 
yery expensiye ; that he had, through his abrupt dep 
fVom the Cisalpine Republic, lost seyeral valuable pi 
which he would have received ; and that his new n 
required another outiay, for all of which he demanc 
order for the immediate payment of two hundred tho 
francs by the national treasury. Talleyrand gayo the 
without hesitation; and Fouche, who had arrived i 
grace, if not in great danger, departed the next moral 
a minister plenipotentiary with a considerable som of a 
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iflcr Nspoleun, on his Ktuni trom Elba, hftd made inch 
gri'ss ug aUtmed the Freucti GoTemniciit, MoUEieur, 
Tworda Chiirtes X., aeot a message to Pmolid n-qoegtiiig 
aaelinj! wilh him in the TuiU'rieB. Fouohe declined it, 
ing that as the circnmstaiice would be knawu, it would 
<E bit conduct in a very anibigiioiu light, and he thva 
■ived another messnge proposing to meet him at Ibe 
ve of a third party. To Ibis proposal Fouch^ OEsented, 
Itic eoaditioo thut Itu^ interview should take place in the 
■nue of witniisses, two of whom ebonld attend ou eacb 
i. On such an occo^on nuy questions of etiquette must 
■e appeared of very subordinate impoplimoci (he condition 
I accepted, and io the interview, which iBBtcd several 
n, and till long after midniglil, Fouchc' was olTered tba 
untment of Police, the title of Prince, and the decoration 
the Su E>ipnt. Fouclid replied that the advance of 
Wleon was the natural and necessary consequence ol 

general discontent which prevailed; that no human 
-er could prevent hla arrival at Paris; that Foach^s 
iptance of office under sueh eircunistanccs might create 
mprcssiuu of his having betrayt'd a sovereign whom he 
bl fiutbfhlly Co serve ; and tliat he was tlierefore obliged 
«ject the ofiers wMcb in the course of the conversation 
e repeatedly pressed on tm aceeptoaco, It seemed to be 
posed by the French Government that the rehisal of 
1 oBan was an indication of attachment Io Napoleon, and 
Dext moruing, when Fouch^ was in bis carriajie, at a 
rt dialanoe traia his own bouse, he was stopped " in the 
K of the King," by an ofScer of police, attended by gcus 
nnes. Foucbif desired theni to accompany him to bii 
oe, when, oa getting out of the carriage, he demanded 

produclion of the warrant by which he was arrested; 
ton its being shown Io blm. he tlirew itou the ground, 
llimiiig, "It is a forgery ; that is nut the King's ngna- 
ft' The officer of police, astouuded by the cITronlcr} 
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with which Fonchd spoke, allowed him to caAer tti 

when he made his etexpe through the gaidoiy ai 

to the Princesie de Vandremont, who concealed him 

retarn of Napoleon. Mdlle. Bibaud, the gofcmc 

a message to the National Guards requesting dieir in 

atti*"dpn^^ and condncted throog^ the hooae the o 

police, as he told her that he had orders to take p( 

of Fooch^'s papers. His boreaos, &e. were seaid 

nothing of any importance was foond in them, and 

Riband when passing throogh her own room drew 

from beneath her bed, and, taking a key oat of ha 

offered to show her clothes to the officer of police, ' 

that he had no wish to give her that trouble. 

however, in that tnmk that Fonch^'s importam 

were deposited. In the mean time the National 

had arrived, and after they were harangued b^ 

Riband on the merits and services of Fonch^ am 

insult and injustice with which he had been treai 

drove away the gens d'armes who attended the < 

police. 

Fouch^ who after the return of Napoleon was re^ 
Mimster of Police, was asked by him whether it 
very desirable to obtain the services of Talleyn 
was then one of the French ambassadors at Vienna 
tainly,** replied Foucb^; and Napoleon then sud, " 
you think of sending to him a handsome sni 
Fouch^ aware of the extreme absurdity of ecd< 
to bribe a mimster, who was supposed to be r^M 
a present which, as a matter of course, he had rei 
the conclusion of every treaty, observed, if a snuff- 
sent to Talleyrand, he should open it to see wb 
tained. ** What do you mean ? " inquired Napol 
is idle," replied Fouchc, ** to talk of sending to hin 
box. Let an order for two millions of francs be se 
and let one half of the sum be payable on his 



" No," mill Nupoli'oii, '■ tlut ii loo cxpvniivc, luiil 
tlOobofU." 

IVbun N*pol*ai] detunuiuml to hold tlis Auombly of Uic 
Wfi 4» Mai, h» oniivviiud liw Council of Sutv, aiitl rvml 
tern thu Kpcealt vWirii hn iuhiiilvd to dvlivor on tLni 
■Ion. Siiiau of tli(< iiiFUjlivrii i^xprvued tlmlr «atir« niiil 
nUfiwl ■ppmlo.tlDii, and utlun luggeated a fcw vrrliul 
Fkdoui; bat Pouoliil, wbvn <t Mmu to liu turn, mli Om 
llnpprovcd of it both !u Its fbnu and ia id lubitkaoih 
iha then (trang t^vthnr •nnui of tlis Miiiuuouplu* 
■H irith vbioli bin ordtuiLry Fniivonntlon lo mook 
that "truth muMttM bwird," UiBfiUuiiout ouuld 
pivYBll," &o. Onu uf the Conndllort having 
wrltivu docuinwii would be vary dtdnbla 
Pouohd proilncDd thn spitsch whieh h* 
It (iBlcd IhM tho Allied Powuni had deoluwd 
Mt ■gMut FnuiM, but ogBliiai Nupokiiu i (hat if ibi^ 
'wan in their pralbiiicniii, tlmy would gimrtwlM to 
hor iudcpendtinDO, otitl cli<> trve duAav of bar own 
uid tbiit ho wuuld hi (Imt coh abdicotn tbn 
■ I bnt thu if laoh ■ gmtm-nIi-'D wure rut^i'd, it would 
proof Ihnt they were iuniuwrt', wid thut bu would 
uk pcrmitHiiun tu plavu hiiiindf at tbe head of thn 
ih irmiM lu ortivr to licfvnU Urn honour of Ihu oouotry. 
loon miuUi iHi iilw<irviiiion ; liut, (.'uIUiih tho CouiicilloM 
Un in nucofMlon, ami wbiKiH^rjiig a few wurds to ouch 
thay nijMbd ilio ]im|iiii«l. Uu uiuW iuivo pi-r- 
il thu AlUna, who vlnwoil with ouxiuty uud itiiBtnut 
nighty mnlliol lu wliii:li thuy wore nbuul to uiitiugn, 
d bavc gnuitvd tliii Kiiaraiilfo which wiui ruqiurad ; 
b* thould huYfi iHHOi iibllj{iiil 10 alHlloatii; nnd that a 
would havn Ikmiu UHtublihlivd iti which Fouobs 
[ txftcUtd to nctjuiro inoro [tjv-t tlmii ho hod yel 
Napoleon hiul oti a foniiiT occiuion nmioved 
from office, mill ivproaoluid hini wlih hia insttiabU ^- 
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ambition, saying, ** Yoa might always have been miiiHt 
but you aspirud to bo more, and I will not luffiv yoa 
become a Cardinal Itichelieu." 

The Memoirs which after Fouchd's death were |mbUili 
under his name do not appear to be authentic, and the ila 
ments contained in them diifcr in many reipeetB from thi 
which I received from him, but neither the one nor I 
other may have been founded in truth. Ho reed to i 
occasionally some detached passages, which he compoi 
without any reference to chronological order, but es t 
circumstances occurred to his mind, and according to 1 
original plan, wliicli he comnmiiicuted to me in a letter. 1 
intended to divide his narrative into tlie following parti ^- 

'* La 1* explique la re'volution <iui a &it passer la Frae 
de I'antique monarchie h la rdpublique ; la 2* celle qui • fl 
passer la France de la n>publi(iue a I'Kmpire de BonapMl 
la 3* celle qui a fait puMk>r la France de cet Empiielj 
lioyautddes ]k>urboiis; la 4* partie dira la situation dil 
France et de I'Kurope." 

In another letter he btates : — - 

** Je travail le huit heuri's (Kir jour h mon mdnioire. CM 
qui croyent ({uc ce sont k*ti hommes qui font les rdvolirthl 
seront etounc^ de voir leur origine. J'ai d($k peilll 
premier tabUniu des evduemons d'oii sont sorties noe tanfli 
piissdes. I^ pendant de ce tableau sera un assei groi iMf 
d'oii purtira la foudrt* qui menace notre avenir." 

His particiimtion in tlie atrocities of the Involution u 
hom)r at I)r(>fiden, whcn> he fonnetl very few acquaint 
iiiid reeeivinl hanily miy visits exeept from Coont 
Piinlmontois, who hod known him at l^ris, and from 
ral (jaudi, who had Ihhmi sent by tlie Prussian 
to negotiate with respect to the line of demarcation of I 
Suxon provinces which were ceded, and who had 
instructions fn)m Prince lliirdenl>erg to see Fonehl 
queutly, and to watch his proceedings. Fouchd 
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i, "J'ti one bile eavie i'tcnte, H il ftat qm 
J campBgae i " BiiU I knev llisl he wns nol diitorbed 
TiiiUn, but I oUEireil v> him llul be mighl give 

not to admit them. He replied, " Ne lojta^TOot 
li HUM jeaae tanaie, et qoimd je me poiuH eu fiiretr, 
I d'uDe autre msnijre ? " I told biiu tlint be ulfht 
[y hire one of Itic eauatrj-hoiuci wbicb it tiBt 
far >ere onoccDpied ; but be said Ibat he ihoald 
> owner to remain then during hi> r»idi!Ooc and 
m with lite reapiict and alleatioa which were due 
lie KOncd lo tliiali tluil eien a itrangcT would be 
r lo aCMpt the proposal, and lo hnic iii o(ipor- 
aMociUtBg with ■ penoa wbu. accunling m hii 
on, wai " more illiutriaiu " than any king, 
ifideatial commoalcaduiu which he rvMivvd tnu 
re addreued to liim under oDoiher iiune. Md 
a tb-j care of u jsuitrjcook in Ihw pari of ibo town 
• ou Ibe other bank of the Elbe. He p wc i r ed 
r habit* of " etpiounage," ai>d remarked to nte thit 
irki lived on the oppoaite ude of the itreeteet eloM 
udow, was much occapied in writing, «m very 
D bia bablla, &c He aeemed to be amued id 

this imluiowD iuditidnal, who was afterwards 
1 lo be a spy sent b; the French Oorermnent to 

urance of geography, &c., wai really lodicroiu. 
heard that Napoleon waa *ent to St Helena, he in- 
which gidi: of the Cape it layj and vheo he wa« 
I Eogliihrnan that he was goiog to Hamburgh In 
ir Eoglimd, be asked, " Are jou not afrud at thi* 
rear of making a voyage in the Baltic?" llie 
lied that he did not embark on the Baltics " No," 
hi, after some conuderation, " you will go by the 

I cxtmnely delixbted when he was inlbriBed thai 



1 
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Lavalette had efiRected his escape by the good offi 
Robert Wilson and two other Englishmen, and aft 
a pompons enlogium on them, he said that alth 
had been punished by the French Government* i 
everywhere be respected and honoured ; that Inei 
mnst excite general admiration, &c. ; and after a h 
of high-flown compliments, he concluded by an a 
** if they should come here, I will even invite 
dinner." 

According to a homely expresdon, ''there wi 
lost*' between Fouch^ and Talleyrand. The fo; 
•♦Talleyrand est nul" till after he has drunk a 
Madeiras and the latter asked, **I>o yon not t 
Fouch€ has very much the air of a country co 
Fouch^ spoke very contemptuously of the late E 
Austria, whom he called *' uu crdtin." 

I thought it indiscreet to ask any questions < 
on the cruelties of which he was represented to 
guilty at Lyons and at Nantes ; but I took an o 
of mentioning to him that a biographical memoir c 
appeared in the Grcrman language. It excited, as 
that it would, his curiosity, and he requested me to 
viva voce^ which I accordingly did ; and when the s 
scenes of Lyons were noticed he exclaimed, " I -^ 
to save the inhabitants, all of whom would other 
been murdered by Collot d'Herbois. As for Nant 
was there." I remarked to him that the Memoi 
to letters which were signed both by him and I 
league, and which had been published in the <Mon 
he replied that it would at that time have been 
to disavow them. 

He had received fW>m the Prince of the Astu 
wards Ferdinand VIL, during his residence at 
the most servile letters, earnestly entreating that 
would confer upon him the high honour of allowi 



cQicd with Bome relation, hovcver distant, of the Imperial 
mily. Foucht BEiid that bis haoiL was kksed bjr tha 
bee -nbimrver hr liad occasion to ace him ; and addod, " I 
tbtd it aftervanlE, for he was very dirty." 
[te iuteltigence which he r<».'eivod from Paris, tbrongli 
Inte HS well lu through public cbBDiiela, sjid the hoalilitf 
Ich vas ehowa lowords the regicides, of vhom he mu 
t, wndered bim TSty apprehensive that his property vooU 
oonfiscated, and he spoke to me frequently npon tho 
ifect. He obsurved that Ihe Charter did not allow cqd- 
iation, bal added, "ilsncse gSueul pas;" and be proposed 
■ake B nominal sale of his property to me, in order to 
Ib it beyond the grasp of the French Government. 1 
Inted to it on the gronnd that it <ronld not be a bonS JUa 
)Bction \ bat a day or two afterwards I received fKm 
I B note, expressing a wish to see me inunedialely. On 
B£ to him, he read to me some papers prepared in techni- 
BDd Itpnl phraseology, which stulcd thai I had pnrchated 
Mbtes, the anniial valne of which was, I think, 7000J1, 
. alio his house at Paris, with the Aimitnre that it vsDr 
lecL I told him that I liad already expressed my die^ 
bMkm of the principle on which the transaction would 
SMd; and I observed to him that the frand would b« 
wrcred, for the French Government would upon inqaiij 
n from the English amttassador at Paris that 1 waa only 
eldest son with a very limited income, and that it was 
rlj impossible for me to make such purchases. Ha 
lied that I might be supposed to have given bond<^ or 
er securities, which were satisf^tory to him. I le- 
Wnted to him that the French ambassador in LcmdoD 
^t by a Bill in Chancery compel me to declare upon 
\ whether I had or had not purchased his property ; and 
Xwith whatfondB? And he answered, " Ces parjutes-lit 
bkneDt point la conscience." 1 then said, "Yon have 
t^ iaformed me that one-half of your pToperty it 

n2 / 
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•ettled on yonr chiMren* and die mmett waj of fteong 
whole of it in nftty woold be to fettle the w a uua dc i 
Madame la DncheMe." He ezdumed, ^ ParUen, 
plus d'esprit qoe moi, et Je ferai Ttaur moo leerfture 
champ." An act in doe fbrm was instantly prepandy i 
bong registered in Dresden, became the sobject of gjm 
eonrenation ; bat I consideTed his commmiieatioiia as « 
fidential, and I said nothing as to the soggestion wide 
had offered, or as to my knowledge of the tnuuactiao. 

He was also very appnrhHi;£iTe as to his personal aaf 
and said, ** I fear that I may be carried off by some { 
d'armes, and that uo person will ever hear of me aga 
He then asked whether, in the event of his being arres 
he should not request General Gaodi to intercede fbr 1 
with the prime minister, Count Einnedel? I answered i 
they had no doabt mach personal regard fbr each dC 
bat that in their respectiTe positions it could not be sappc 
that the former could have any influence with the lal 
**Then/' replied Fouch^, "I will write to the Kin| 
Saxony, inquiring what coufKe he will pursue if an « 
should arrive here for my arrest." He did so, thougli 
was at that time French plenipotentiary : and he reed 
from Count Einsiedel an answer, informing him that 
King wouid under any circumstances act as became a i 
of honour. 

On one occasion, when he was more than usoally 
ouieted by the information which he had that mun 
received from Paris, he called on me, and after mendoi 
that he was in great danger, and that he wished to go 
the Prussian dominions, he inquired if I would acoomf 
him thither ? I assented ; and wc went together to Gea 
Gandi, who was not acqmunted with the objects and moi 
of the intended joume}', but seemed much astonished n 
Foach£ abruptly said to him, ** You once told me thai 
have an aunt who is settled in Sileua ; and I should til 
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■nd Utb widi her." GcDeral Gaudi repUcd that hii snnl 
1 old and infimi, Bud not accustomed to oomiUD;, and 
it Ebe would not like to see B Etnuiger. FddcIiu Uusn 
ITersed with General Gaudi on the choice of a reeidouoe, 
1 vaa with great dilGcMilt}- dissuaded tioai going to oue of 
I ceded provjnces, the governor of vhich enterUuned for 
n the strongest aversion. After we had left GcuctbI 
1^, I asked Fouch^ when he intended to depart? and he 
nrered, "At twelve o'clock to-nighu" I told him that 
would have a better appearance if he went b; daylight; 
{ i added, " You should prepare a passport for yourself." 
h^" replied Fonch^; "1 intend to travel under your 
fiport" "How so?" I inquired. "As jouT yalet-de- 
IBbre " answered Fouch^. I then said that I was willing 
'weompacy him in his quality of Frenoh ninister, bnt 
It I would not convey him under a talia character, or 
pggle bim throngh the cuantry as if he were contrabiuid 
gda. He was much displeased, and employed by tumi 
Itery and abuse; but 1 remuned inSeiible; and, at I 
Mid not accompany him in the manner which he proposed, 
.datennined to remain at Dresden. 
A^ length there appeared in Frane« n law, or edict, which 
(nred the regicides to reside, at their own choice, either 
lAastriB, in Prussia, or ia limsia; and the Austrian mi- 
rier desired Fouclie to determine nhieii of tliem ho would 
ita. He wished to settle at Berlin, where, as he >^, 
■ adviee woold be very oieful ; but he found upon inquiry 
■t Ihia wonld not be ptjrmitted, and Brealau wot pKipoted 
Um £>r a residenoc, which he did not approve, and he 
(■t into the Aoatrian dominione— first to Prague, where he 
red Tcry obscnrely and with great economy — aflerwanJe, 
ri for a short lime, to Linz on the Danube— -and then to 
Ifarte, where he died. His widow, who had a liffe-interert 
, hilf hii property, re-married. His house at Pari* wu 
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■old to Baron Rotbechild ; and it waf aald, hot I Imon 
with what truth, that he heqoeathed his manniorip 
Louis XVIII. 



It is impossible to close the book that rec 
the rapid, even suddeii, rise to power of the 
whose course we have been contemplating^ wit! 
reflecting upon the vanity and emptiness of 
gratification held out to ambition, or vaniti 
love of glor}', by revolutionary times. That g 
fication is generally much vaunted as the i 
precious fruit of civil disorder, and no featm 
revolution offers more attractions to the young, 
ardent, the daring, than its tendency to exalt m 
and its opening a short path to distinction an 
power, which a spirit that spurns tlie long 
laborious ascent under regular governments fo: 
takes, untired by the slipperiness of the road,' 
unscared by the precipices yawning on either 
All such spirits are imimtient of tlie slow ascei 
&me and influence to which all systems of p< 
confine the ambitious in ordinary times ; and h 
the delight with which they liail the subverslo 
ancient institutions, and the approach of \ii 
spreading change. 

But to these men the portion of history w 
we liave been examining reads au impressive let 
No one endowed with even an ordinary sliai 
prudence can be extravagant enough to prefei 
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Ave montbe' posseasion of power wliicL tliu Dis 
■virs obtained o» Ihe price of all tlioir struja^lua, 
lir perib, and their crimes, to the furtuna 
[cb, slowly gained, would have been long and 
iirely posaewed under a regular governiucnt. 
one setting before hia eyea the chances of 
ure mid of dtatrnc^tion which he must fiave to 
OUDter, and the amali probability of being 
(ibered with the auecessful few, would even 
m the prize of M)ine months' dominion, fol- 
«d by an ignominious death, worth oontending 
tX those hazards, to say nothing of the certain 
t of being charged witli the heaviest 1oa<I under 
[ch the conscience can labour. The life, eer- 
ily the reign, of a demagogue is of necessity a 
rt cue : even where religioua bigotry and im- 
ture combine with jiojiular ignorance to give it 
unnatural extension, it cannot in any etvilhed 
te last long. In France, where its despotism 
1 the most uncontrolled, its duration was the 
fftest, its suJFeriuga and its ignominy the most 
Mlliiig. 

It is thus that the fiite of the revolutionary 
dera, when duly weighed, is well fitted to teaoh 
n the wisdom for their own interest, even if 
toe and duty were wholly disregarded, of pre- 
Ting the sure though slow, the lasting thoi^h 
iderate, rewards which a settled order of things 
Ids out to virtuous ambition or honest love of 
oe. Sudi a study nmy reooiicile them, even the 
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most impatient of them, to the datj of brie 

their passionsy and submitting to the oonditioi 

which alone power and glory may be innooi 

enjoyed. 

** Ceitare ingenioy oont^idere nolnlitatey 
Noctds atqae dies niti pnestante labore 
Ad snmmas emergere opes, reramqne potiri.*** 

But these are not the only reflections w 

arise naturally in the mind upon a near coo 

plation of the scenes of the Revolution. We 1( 

when candidly examining the merits and the his 

of its great leaders, to distrust the general opi 

of them which has prevailed, formed under 

influence of the feelings naturally excited b] 

dreadful events of their day ~ events the horn 

which almost inevitably tended to involve all 

had any share of their guilt in an indiscrirai 

charge of sanguinary and profligate ambition. 

f )ublic voice might be excused for thus pronoun 

one undistinguishing sentence of condemnation 

them at the time, and while the sentiments 

had been raised by so bloody a tragedy rets 

their force. But subsequent authors and reast 

have too frequently fallen into the same error. 

treated the subject as superficially as the ephen 

writers and the speakers of the day. The com 

almost the invariable, course lia<« been to mak 

* *< Striving in genius, scaling still the heights 
Of g^orj ; toiling days and sleepless nights. 
Among the wealthy the first place to gain. 
And o'er a sahjogated empire reiini.*' 



Sstinction whatever between the different actors 
1 the drama. Dantoo has been treated with the 
une severitj as Robespierre ; Camille and St. Just 
are rectived one award of condemnation. Nay, 
lie wretched Marat, whom it would be a profana- 
ion of the name to call a stattsman, has not been 
eld up to greater execration and scorn than those 
'ho really, more or l«ss, were entitled to be so 
ailed. A more calm examination of their history, 
IT wnich survey the time may be admitted now to 
ave arrived, begets fer more than doubts upon the 
Dimdness of the commonly received opinion, and 
Baches us to distribute in very different and very 
ine<]ual shares our praise and our censure. £ven 
especting Robespierre himself, it is probable that 
he pitch of the public voice has been somewhat 
DO high, anil tjiat his bad and despicable character, 
Inrii as u[ideiilably it was, had still some few re- 
leeming trails to distinguish it from the Collots 
md the Billauds, by far the worst of the whole. 

Allowance, too, must be made for the exag- 
jeiated, the exalted state of political feelii^ that 
^evailecl among party leaders, and even among . 
idr followere, very generally ia those dismal 
dmes. There can be no more certain proof of 
Oaa than the fact that even at the present day, 
when time might be supposed to have calmed all 
the fervour of the revolutionary crisis, and reflec- 
tioD to have opened men's eyes to the d^ree in 
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which they had been formerly misled^ we ft 
SODS in France of unquestionably virtuous pri 
unable to bestow the just portion of censure u 
companions of their earlier years, and most 
tant to look back upon those scenes with a 
regret. I have been astonished to hear sue 
sons characterise Collot d'Herbois as a well 
ing though misguided man (bon homme^ nu 
tete) ; and somewhat less struck, indeed, 
still surprised, to find them hankering afl 
belief that whatever waft done had been the i 
the Boyalists and the Allies, while the all-s 
name of ** patriot" covered the multiti 
Decemviral sins, and the sole r^ard of eve 
who acted in those days was deemed to hav 
" La Patrie:* 

It would be extremely wrong to sufter ou 
to be warped in our opinions by such prejudi 
to let them arrest the judgment required I 
interests of truth and justice. Yet it woi 
equally contrary to both were we to exclud« 
our consideration the extenuating tendency 
undeniable fact, that all men in those time^ 
more or less under the influence of the tenr 
delirium which the great change had produc 
delirium which rendered them alike insensi 
their own sufferings, blind to their own 
neglectful of tlieir duties, and regardless of 
men's rights. 
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But having Hiscu.sse<] the moral, it remains to 
i the great polUicnl Itsson which tliis important 
Uich of hiatory is so well fitted to teach — the 
Blculable value of fiimuess ou the port of thoK 
trusted with the powers of governmeDt, wh«ll\n 
bcutive, legislative, or judioial. The whole of 
k Freneh devolution ia one continued example 
rthe powers of intimidation and the dangera of 
Ir. All the successive passogin, even the darkest, 
I cleared vp and satisfnctorily explained by 
i considemtioii. At first appreh^ision, conta- 
hidj* spreading into alarm, next rising to temtf 
Uiat ia the pivot on which all turned — that th« 
^nlng rule of all conduct — that the commoa 
bciple to reconcile all contmdictions, to saiis^ 
(-conditions, to reduce all anomalies within ralftt 
Knoderate porliim of eoumge in the rulers would 
»0 sufficed, if early displayed, to make what soon 
ki*ed the scourge of the tempest fill the verael's 
n like a favouring breeze — to restnun within 
% boiindti the force which might have been used 
sn ally, but soon grew to n remorseless and a 
iJloBs tyrant : — 



' Farva mctQ prima, max eese atlollit in nru 
Ingnjdiuique imlo et caput inter nabila ooDdi 

' The puny civature thai can hard)}' scsre 
Our stt'ps, sH-ift rises hiileous Ihroiigh the «ir. 
Stalks (I'lT the I'arlh resisllesslj', aud shroudi 
Its liiiiTiJ erist onioug tlie rolliug clouds. 



J 
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JOHN, FOURTH DUKE OF BEDFORD. 



The purpose of the following obsenrations is to 
rescue the memory of an able, an amiable, and an 
honourable man, long engaged in the public service, 
both as a minister, a negotiator, and a viceroy,* 
long filling, like all his illustrious house, in every 
age of our history, an exalted place among the 
champions of our free constitution, — from the 
obloquy \iith which a licentious press loaded him 
when living ; and it is in every way discreditable 

* lie was in 1744, when thirty -four }*earB of age, Fini 
lA>rd of the Admiralty, in which capacity he brought forwwd 
KeppvU Howe, and Rodney. In 1748 he became Secretuy 
of State, and continued in that office till 1751. In 1756 he 
went to Ireland as Lord I^ioiitenaut, and remained then 
with extraordiuar}- popiiliirity till 17(>l, when he wai sude 
Lord Prir}' Seal. Next \i-ar he went as Ambassador to 
Paris, and after his n>tuni was made President of the On» 
cil. He retained tliis office till 17G6. He was in 1761 
chn>eu Chaucillor of the Univerbity of Dublin; and died m 
1771. AH wliii have over spoken of this exci'llent perM^ 
with the exccptiDU of Junius, have praisiti his frauk and 
holiest nature, wiiolly void of all dissimulation and all guile; 
and hav« borne a willing testimony to the soundness of Ui 
judgment, as well as his unslmken firmness of pui*poae. 



OiOtt MOSTH DUXE OW HUPOftO. I6S 

nh justice that few if uiiy alteiujili* have, 
) death, been, made to counteract tJi« 
if ttduiimy, audacintisly itiveiilod, aud 
till its work of dofauuttiou wiu done, aiid 
iiood of the hour became confounded wltli 
[fact. 

I the satis&ctiou of coutributliig: (o fhui- 
istice, and deprive malice of its prey, there 
Hiaiit to be derived from the inquiry upon 
an) about to enter. We shall be enabled 
le claims of a noted slanderer to public con- 
ind to ascertain how little he is wortliy of 
his aHsaiiltf npon other repiitatiuiw, llut 
also be enabled to estimate llie value of 
to which he buloii{;s, (he biH!y of unknown 
1 who, lurking in concealment, bound by no 
inour, influenced by no regard for public 
feelini; no seuHe of shame, their motives 
inscnilable. gratifying, it may be, some 
ersonal spite, or actuated by some motive 
id to l)e avowed by the most callous of 
beiugs, vent their calumnies against men 
hole lives are before tlie world, who in vain 
[tapple with the nameless mob of their 
rs, lint who, did they only know the liand 
lence the blows are levellod, would very 
require no other defence than at onee to 
lieir uceuser. Tliat iliu elfiirts of this 
lie race liave sometimes prevailed against 
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truth and justice; that the public, in order to 
indulge their appetite for abuse of eminent men, 
have suffered the oft-repeated lie to pass current 
without sifting its value, and have believed wbat 
was boldly asserted, with the hardly credible folly 
of mistaking for the courage of truth the cheap 
daring of concealed calumniators, cannot be 
doubted. The effects produced by the vituperation 
of Junius upon the reputation of the Duke of Bedfind 
would at once refute any one who should assert the 
contrary. It becomes of importance then to protv j 
how entirely groundless all his charges were; to 
show how discreditable it was to the people of thh 
country that they should be led astray by saeh 
a guide ; and to draw from this instance of delusin 
a lesson and a warning against lending an 
to plausible, and active, and unscrupulous slaa*^ 
derers. 

Before proceeding with our subject, however, 
may stop to consider an example of tlie effect pro- 
duced upon public opinion, even permanently, 
the invention of some phrase easily remera 
and tending to preserve the malignity of the fii 
by the epigram that seems in some sort to em< 
an otherwise perishable slander. At a moment 
great ])opular excitement (July, 1769), the Li 
of the city of London presented an address to 
Sovereign, in wliich tlioy closed a long list 
grievances with th(? statement that '' instead 
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tuuent, bonaura had been bestoved upon a 
uter, the public iJofuulter of unaccounted 
inn." The rectnt ek'vation to lh« poerajfti nf 
f Pox, the Jirat LonI Holland, lately Wy- 
r of the Forces, was plainly hero signified; 
. is & humiliating reflection to those who 

prize [mblic opiuiun, that it should be the 
and the dupe of such audacious impostures. 
i is vain lo deny that the epithet here bestowed 
that statesman has, in a certain degree, clung 

metnory, and given an impression injurious 
: purity of his cliunicter. The calumny being 
jlgated by an irresponsible body, and in an 
9S to the throne, no proceedings at Ian were 
lie, at least none that would not luive been 
led with extreme ditiiculty in a technical view. 
Holland, however, lost no time in giving the 
b most pereniptory contradict ion, and by on 
1 to facts as not<irions to all the world ae the 
(t noon-day tide. Tlie Iklseiiood, like most 
t, rested upon a truth, but a truth grossly 
rted. The moneys which had passed through 
'ayniaster's hands were, in one sense, unoc- 
ed ; that is, the accounts of his office had . 

it been wound up ; but they had been delivered ^fl^r 
■re under 1 1 le eiL ami nation of the auditors, and V^ 
ed the final report of Ihoae functionaries. It V 
ibown that thoiie aceuunls, which extended I 
the years 1757, 1756, and 1759, had referoui^ 
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to military expeditions in many d ant parts 
the globe, and that they related to a larger exp< 
diture than in any former war had ever been incnrr 
Yet they were declared nine years after the ezp< 
diture closed. But Mr. Winnington's for IT 
1745, and 1746, were only declared in 1760, or fo 
teen years after their close ; and Lord Chathan 
which closed in 1755, were not declared in 1769. 
is also to be observed that Lord Chatham had ceai 
to hold the office in 1755, and had not declared 
accounts fourteen years after ; whereas Lord B 
land had only resigned the paymastership three ye 
and a half before the charge was made. He had a 
paid over in eight years balances to the amount 
above 900,000/., arising from savings which he 1 
effected in the sums voted for different services, 
would certainly not be easy to furnish a more cc 
plete answer than the calumnious assertion of 
Livery thus received. But it is also certain that 
calumny long survived its triumphant refutati 
Even in the later periods of party war&re it i 
revived against the illustrious sou of its obje 
men of our day can well remember Mr. Fox hav 
it often flung in his teeth, that he was sprung fr 
the ** de&ulter of unaccounted millions." 

The foul slanders of Junius upon the Duke 
Bedford differ from the calumny of the Livery 
this — that they plainly furnish, to any one i 
attenti\ ely considers them, complete proof of tl 
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felsehood, in by fiir the most material parti- 
. anil consequently sliotild at once fall to tlie 
nd as generally discredited. And tliey would 
U did not men nmke it a rule to encourage 
er and defeat the ends of truth and justice, by 
ng A willing ear to all that is alleged a^nst 

ftllow -creatures, and overlooking, or slraight- 
ibi^;elliiig, all that is ui^^ed in theii* defence. 
te hatred which thia writer evinced towards 
>uke rests, as fiir as it has any public ground 
ippoTt ii, iii<nn t)io junction of the Be<Iford 

frith Lord Bute against Lord Chatham; but 
I y'-'Hbility there wa* some sordid or spiteful 
^ oVa personal kind at the root of it. Ijord 
ham had been, like all the g^cat men of the 
the object of the slanderer'a fiercest vitupeiv- 

Hfl had repeatedly treated him as a '■ lunatic," 
Tequently as a " tyrant." Lurking under the 
I of Publicola, he had lavished upon him every 

of gross abuse which his vocabulary supplied ; 
nan purely and perfectly bad;" a "traitor;" 
' intriguer ;" a " hypocrite ;" " bo black a 
io, that a gibbet is too honourable a situation 
18 carcase" ( Wood/all's Jtmius, ii.458). But 
(> course nf a few months from his last attack, 
b was in 1770, he became appeased; and, 
ber from beginning to iavour Lord Chatham 
-ear tefore, or from mere hatred towards Lord 
■, liis fury broke forth against the Bedford 
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party, in the letter to its chief, which has bee 
subject of so much observation, and is certain) 
most scurrilous of any that were printed undc 
name of Junius. 

This letter, beside a number of vague chf 
amounting only to intemperate abuse, accuse 
Duke in his public capacity of having betrayi 
trust as ambassador in n^otiating the peat 
Paris, and betrayed it for money : in his pi 
capacity it charges him with avarice, and hai 
of heart towards his only son, for whose si 
death, by a fall from his horse, no due feeling 
evinced ; and in a capacity partly public, ) 
private, it charges him with grossly insulting tl 
vereign at an audience of his Majesty. There is 
ther, an allusion to a scene at Lichfield races, i 
sented as derogatory to his honour as a gentleno 

1. He is accused of giving up Belleisle, G 
Guadaloupe, St Lucia, Martinique, the Fis 
the Havanna. The proof of this, the main ch 
being corrupt conduct, rests upon the D 
^^ pecuniary character," which made it '^ impo 
that 80 many public sacrifices should be made 
out some private compensation." This ^' int 
evidence," we are told, is '' beyond all the 
proofs of a court of justice" (i. 510). "When pi 
by Sir W. Draper for proofs, the slanderei 
pudently reiterated his assertion, that the D 
conduct '^ carried with it an internal and convl 
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nee against him," adding, that " if Dotliiii^ 
be true but what might be proved ia a court 
stice, theu the Christian religion itself, which 
upoa internal evidence, never could have been 
red and established " (ii. 25). Finally, he 
I to De Torcy'a Memoirs for a atatenieut that 
ribe may be offered to a duke and onli/ not be 
ted," meaning the Duke of Marlborougli; 
which the inference h that, because eoidb 
IBS aaid one man nas offered a bribe whicli 
rtiised, tlierefore, another man must be be- 
1 to have been otTered one and accepted it. 
at any degree of public malice ahuuld have 
3i men to the utter flimBineesof tiua cbaiga, 
it any pow«' of epigrammatic writing should 
prevented alt readers from flinging it away in 
, seems realJy incredible. Yet this ia notall, 
ren the greater part, of the revolting absurdity, 
dm^e is, upon the £ice of it, &lse, for it is 
itely impossible. To suppose that an ambao- 
sent to n^otiate a peace lias the power to 
<t any terms whatever which his employers 
t authorise him to accept, but above all, an 
asador sent to Paris and corresponding daily 
the cabinet in London, argues a d^;ree of 
^fatlesa folly wholly incredible. As well might 
aurier who carries the instructions be supposed 
ve the power of givingup islands and fisheries, 
• negotiator. Beeides, the whole course of 
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the negotiation in 1762 was confoimable to th 
which, in 1761, had been begun while Lozd Chi 
ham was in office. The islands of Guadalou] 
and St. Lucia had been offered by him, and CaoM 
had been offered by France. These were the ma 
body of the cessions on either side. The refiiH 
in 1761, to make any peace without the King < 
Prussia, and the treating without him, in 1762, wi 
the main difference in the two cases, and in 
amply accounted for by the abject state of tk 
prince's fortunes in the former year, and his trim 
phant position in the latter. 

The opinions of all men on the merits of tii| 
peace have long since been settled, and even at til 
time it escaped the fate which faction reserved 1^ 
the next treaty that was made to terminate a war; | 
was approved by immense majorities of both Hoofl 
of Parliament — without a division in theLonk|ti 
819 to 65 in the Commons. The most eminflf 
authorities both at home and abroad pronouiNI 
unbounded praise upon the ability displayed by tk 
Duke in the negotiation. The King himself «^ 
beyond measure pleased with it, and showed U 
sense of the services rendered in a marked mannH 
The ministers declared tliat no man but the Dal 
could have so conducted the negotiation, and that I 
man had ever rendered so great a service to the stil 
The veteran diplomatists, Sir Josepli Yorke aodS 
AiK^rew Mitchell, affixed to the treaty the stamp! 
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hearty admiration ; and Lord Granville, havii^ 
lived to witness the event, declared that "the 

glorious war had been terminated by the 
honourable peace this country ever saw." 
nally, the story of French gold havlitg been 

not, indeed, to perform the impossible feat of 
ig our ambassador's surrender of colonies, but 
in over his employers, had been impuled by 
ile bwsy-body, called Dr. Musgrave, some 
before Junius took np the slander, and a com- 
e of the House of Commons, having soon after 
tigated the matter, had reported that it was 
ly frivolous and destitute of all foundation. 
tbis is fetal to the credit of Junius for veiaraty, 
.t once and clearly convicts him of &bricatioa. 
the parties named by Musgrave were the 
iger Princess of Wales, I/Ord Bute, and Lord 
ind ; the Duke of Bedford not being named or 
ed to at all in thestory.* Yet Junius revives 
efuted tale after it had been notoriously re- 
.ted by the political enemies of the parties 
ed ; and he transfers the story to a party on 
1, frivolous as it was, the slander never had 
made by its author to attach. 
one accidental particular, the ambassador had 
portunity of acting upon his own responsibility^ 

oodfsll (i. S71), with a most inezcusable ioaccancy, 
be story as if it had comprehended the Duke. B< 
was iu uiy way refiirred to. 
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calumnies. The journal of the Duke has 1 
published, and though up to the hour of his ai 
tion there is a r^^lar entry of each day's oc 
rences, a whole month appears in blank from 
Marquess's accident, which only proved &ta 
the end of above a fortnight. Horace Wal[ 
who writes at the time and was no careless colic 
of scandal, descnbes him as *' a man of infies 
honesty and love for his country ;" vindicates 
from all suspicion of parsimony ; declares tha 
he loved money it was only ^' in order to ui 
sensibly and with kindness to others ;" and sayi 
a word to countenance the imputation of his shoi 
an unfeeling nature.* Another witness of gic 
fimie, no less than David Hume, then Under Sc 
tary of State, bears a more direct testimony to 
passage in question of the Duke's life. Writin 
Madame de Barbantane, he says that " no on 
first believed he would have survived the lo 
and in a letter written between three and 
months later to Madame de Boufflers, he say 
was fortunate for the Duke that the calumny c 
upon him '* when public business gave his firi 
an opportunity of making him take a part to 
tract his attention, but that he has not yet recov 

* In a new publication since this was printed, one left 
Wolpole represents the Duke as almost killed by the d 
and only saved by his body breaking ont in boils: ma 
qneut letter treats his attendance in Parliament ssindbci 
Bat the former passage is fitct ; the btter is somiif*. 
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ck." llo udils thiU ihu DucIiom, " to wlioiu 
rl<l hod nut lucribui m> ^p'«iit a deg^rue of 
ity, ia ntlll i[ii!oiiwilu.!)lti." Suuh tmlimouy 
lU bu deaiutid tu ouuiiturvail the fiibriuatiiiiw 
lu. But JiiniusU ruuil becuusu of huotylo, 
R corrupt lattti pmea vory tiir ubovu ita 
*nd tlie cliMnictur uf a jiiat, « gdiicTOua, uhI 
ibie rii&ii U aucrifiuwl to lliu luorbiil tiiiite tot 

8ttwi>ed in e)iignini.* 

bu Btury n«<|iectiu)^ an iiisult oftureii to tke 
t at DDce refutul ljy iiuiuiug tbat soveruign : 
Qeurge III. Whucafiforamoiaont b«li«vfl 
y miui (luntt treat biin ua Juniua iuipuUttntly 
es, partly in thu futil text, partly in thti 
lote ? " Ue demanded an audience of the 

reproached him in plain ternu with Iiu 
ty, basenesa, falnehoo*], treachery, bypooriqT) 
Nlly gave liitu the lie, and left him in con- 
la." Thiawasiii the year 1769, when George 
id nearly attained liis thirtieth year. I> it 
iry to gay more than tH express our speciAl 
r at any credit having ever been given to a 
•0 shamelesaly carel«M of the acuumcy or 
robability of Ida statenieiits— a writer who 

Bcauic of truth i» much indebled lo llie iniliutr^of Hr. 
I the ab\v and WEll-iDfonned editor of tSr H. Caven- 
dminble detatu, in brinijing together Ihete extraoM 
nutmportr; writer* of rcpuiutioii to ntuW the «»• 
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gmvely tells things which no mortal can fi 
moment believe ?* This may at least be wtai 
the periodical press of the present day, — that t 
who conduct it, and who are, many of them, c 
less enough of the truth, indifierent enough to 
fidsehoods which they propagate, and ready eno 
to cMrculate the tales they hear against those w] 
they are pleased to assail, neverthdess fed 
necessity of preserving some colour of probabi 
of keeping some measure in tiieir relations ; 
would dread the loss of their credit for oomi 
sense, as well as veracity, were they to print i 
tales as Junius possibly believed and oerta 
without scruple circulated. 

4. That some man, said to have been intozia 
on a race-course, insulted the Duke of Bed! 
Lord Trenth^m (afterwards Lord Stafford), 
Mr. Rigby, is very possible. It was the out 
of a Jacobite mob in 1 746,'|' enraged at their re 
fidlure, and the parties were tried for the 
That the chief assailknt was of a description w 

* He UMd strong and honest language in remoiHtr 
with the King, bat never anything approaching tt 
violence and insolt described by Jonius. 

t The Doke was staying on a visit at Lord Trenth 
and the Gower family had jnst left the Pretendei'i j 
to io great indignation of the Jacobites, that Dr. Jol 
names them to exemplify the word reiugade in the firrt cd 
of his I^ctionary. The scuffle was plainly directed, b 
Jacobite mob, again*: the party coming to the raoe-o 
from Trentfaan, and the Duke chanced to be one. 
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nJd any ptsnonal reveuffe wholly out of the ques- 
W Itas never been doubtuil. Tlii: Mme accident 
Ight have happened to tLe Duke of Marlborough 
r Jtlarsbal Turenue. Who but a slanderer of the 
Hmt order would ever Lave eveo made an alluaioo 
IBUcli a matter ? 

It ta hardly neceaeary lo add anything' to illustra- 
na of the utt«r indifierence tu all couuideration of 
Kith orfaUebood wiiich fonnedpart of this writer's 
■ture. But a singular instance of this remainB, as 
I were, on record, and it sliows bo mean a disposi- 
Im that we may, with some beneflt, contemplate 
Ik That anonymous writers will make asaertioliB 
tliich they never would venture upon were their 
tuiown, in a position bo highly probable 
Lt we require little evidence to make us believe 
But their whole conduct, whilg skulking he- 
ld a veil, proves it. We have not often, however, 
:h a demonstration of this truth as Junius lias 
fcmished. He had written a letter in answer to 
e pretending to be a female and signing 
« Junta, but since avowed to be Caleb 
Whilefoord. This answer is in a tone of some- 
vhat more than (jallanlry i it savours of indeceiiey ; 
ll has more than mere levity. Whether for this 
because the discoveTy of his having 
'been taken in to write such an amorous epistle 
'to a man seemed likely to cover the party with 
[.Inestingiuishable ridicuie, and, from the caprice 



178 STATESMEN OF TIMS OF OBOSGM m. 

of the public, to ruin a popularity winch the 
grave crimes of malice and fidsehood had fid 
injure ; certain it is that Junius repoited fa 
written his answer, and he then scrupled not t 
tate a lie which his poor publisher printed as hi 
assertion, knowing it to be false. ^^ We have 
reason to suspect (says Mr. WoodfiJl, four 
after the unfortunate letter appeared) that the 
signed ' Junius,' inserted in this paper of Thu 
last, was not written by the real Junius ; tl 
we imagine it to have been sent by some one < 
waggish friends, who has taken great pains to 
in a manner similar to that of Junius, which obf 
tion escaped us at that time. The printer tak> 
liberty to hint that it will not do a second t 
—Edit. (iii. 218.) The substance of this 
hood, nay, aligost every word of the first and 
sentence of it, was written by Junius himseli 
sent to the printer in a letter containing what 
likeliliood is another falsehood, namely, that '^ 
are people about him whom he does not w 
contradict, and who had rather see Junius i 
papers ever so improperly than not at all " (i. 
He desires Mr. Woodfall to ^' hit off some 
more plausible if he can, but without a po 
assertion ;" intending, of course, should he ei 
discovered and should not be able to fix thf 
tradiction upon his printer, to deny that h 
told the lie directly. In the history of anoDj 
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iting? there have been few passages more mean, 
f reflecting more lig^lit on the consequences of a 
ait of aiionymoua slander. Thb complicated 
?ne of felsehood wa? enacting at the very time 
St the letter to the Duke of Bedford was in pre- 
iration ; that letter is announced in the ' Adver- 
wi' in consequence of a note dated Sept. 15, at 
rtriclilime, we are toM, it was "copying out." The 
htedesiring the untruth to be inserted ia ditted Sopt. 
Wlh. Surely some diicredil naturally rests on the 
Uivinched assertions of a person who, while en~ 
?>g»i in committing them to paper, is also Oc- 
^M wiih framing elaborate falaelioods for the 
Purpwof extricating- himself from a difliciilty of 
hi" own creating. Such, at least, would he the 
'*»nli in a case of any Other description, touehine; 
"ly "itnesB who came forward in liis own proper 
P*'*n lo accuse his neighbour. But there prevails 
I Most inexplicable disposition in the public to 
poge namelesa calumniators by different rules from 
™i»e»liifli all mankind apply to known accusers: 
"'•' "o make the very fact of their skulking in the 
^'i the very circnmstance of their being un- 
"•""n to all the world, a ground of giving credence 
*"iem,and a protection to them from the ordinary 
*'^ona to discreditable testimony. Because 
■wj uo nnt appear, they are supposeii unassailable, 
''""■^aalhe inference should rather be that they have 
P™ fensoM for not showing themselves. 
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There is no chaiacteristie moienniTeml o 

writers than their indiscriminate railing^. 

are, in very deed, no respecters of persons. 

hand is against every one. Obscure thenu 
they habitually envy idl &me. Low &r beneal 

honest man's level, as, they feel conscious, the] 

sink were the veil removed which conceals 

they delight in pulling all others down to i 

the same degradation with themselves. No 

envy alone that stimulates their malignant ap] 

Instinctively aware of the scorn in which thi 

held, and sure that, were the darkness dispel 

which they lurk, all hands would be raised a, 

them, they obey the animal impulse of fear 

they indulge in a propensity to work destrucl 

To these remarks Junius affords no exce 

It is untrue to assert, as some have done, tl 

had his idols. Lord Chatham has been name 

we have seen how, more than any other stat 

of his age, that venerable patriot was assail 

his foulest abuse ; assaulted not indeed und 

same, but another disguise. For as unmi 

vituperation would pall upon the appetite, as I 

like sweets may require to be dashed and v 

even Junius found it necessary to g^ve some 

to his pictures, and to paiut some figures 

brighter hue ; cot to mention that contrast be 

necessary in order to blame the more effect 

or, as Sir Philip Francis in his own person u 
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Praise b bearable when iised in odium 
Eulogy, however, thus bestowed liy com- 
Ision, was bood repeated and begrudged ; nor 
iild to ungenial a soil long support bo exotic e 
int. If Junius could not wilJi safety for hit 
iMstency extirpate it, he ceased to foster it, BJid 
med it, or let it die away ; and he had always 
! resource of changing his mask, and then Pub- 
dIs could make up by increased virulence and 
irrility for the temporary laudation into which 
nius had been driven or beguiled. 
It is almost equally incorrect to say that Lord 
jndeu nasnot attacked by Junius. He is in one 
tee represented as "an object neither of respect 
r esteem," and bk having ut difi'erent times held 
ny kind of opinion and conduct (iii. 174); in 
other ax the " invader of the constitution, after 
mipling the laws under his feet " (ii. 472) ; and, 
ft third, as " an apostate lawyer, weak enough 
sacrifice his own character, and base enough Ut 
troy the lawn of his country" (ii. 457).* 
The attacks of Junius upon Lord Mansfield have 
en treated of in a former volume, audit has been 
own how utterly void of foundation all tho* 
argee were. In fkcl, the whole originated is 

• It appnni to roe that the weight of internal evidence is 
ftrongio fuTourof Mr, Burke being the autlior of Jnmns, 
It hii own pnailive and «olenui ileoiul alone can niuke lu 
Jwtievc it. l.Cor. i. STS.) 
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the most profound ignorance of the subject wl 
the nameless slanderer had undertaken to disc 
That his venom, however, produced some efiei 
undeniable. The spirit of party ; the general de 
to see a great man humbled ; above all, the £^ 
which, it must be confessed, prevails in the pet 
of tliis country, unfriendly to the judicial dign 
though sufficiently respectful towards the admi 
tration of justice in the abstract — all worked ^ 
the authors and disseminators of the groundless 
vectives, and made men not indeed suppose i 
Lord Mansfield was " the very worst and most d 
gerous man in the whole kingdom," but thai 
was open to attack beyond other judges, and waf 
longer so invulnerable as the voice of the profes 
had hitherto pronounced him to be. As a pi 
how much progress unprosecuted slander had m 
in undermining this g^eat magistrate's reputati 
at least for a moment, take the following pass 
in Horace Walpole's Letters : it was written in 
beginning of the session, 1770-1. " If we h 
nothing else to do after the holidays, we are 
amuse ourselves with worrying Lord Mansft 
who, between irregularities in his court, timid 
and want of judgment, has lowered himself tc 
the object of hatred to many, and of contemp 
every body. I do not think that he could re-esl 
lish himself if he were to fight Governor Johnsto 
l^0Her$ to Sir H. Mann, ii. 120). 



effects of continually assailing a juc)a;e are 
it sin^lar. Because it is an unquestiuii- 
ition that judicial reputation ought never 
Ashly atlaeked, and that all society have 
'est in upholding- it, tliere arises a most 
TOua notion that wlien this rule is »io- 
ere must be some ground for the imputa- 
st ; and thus the principle which should 
afeguard of the Bench is converted into a 
f supping its authority. Add to this, that 
; judge can have long filled his place with- 
ng offence to numerous individuals and to 
embers of his own professiou, even although 
not have had the disposal of patrouagCj the 
litful of all the sources of official unpopu- 
A judge too, when assailed, is estremely 
He is essentially a passive character. He 
neaiia of exhibiting whatever pugnacity he 
endowed with, even in self-defence. This, 
ith all generous natures would operate aa his 
■d, only fumisties an additional temptation 
er beings, and encourages them in their as- 
Tlie result certainly is that temporary 
;«nerally overcast the brightest judicial re- 
■ at some period of its course. But it is 
certain that such clouds speedily pass away j 
now thinks the worse of Lord Mansfield 
of -Junius. 
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It is not even true that the fiunily ci Lonl 1 
land were always treated with respect, altho 
firom the certain &ct of the Francises, whom 
fiunily patronised, being at least connected ^ 
Junius, if not the real authors of the Lettei 
could hardly be supposed that it would evei 
the object of his assiduous abuse. But nothing 
be more contemptuous than his treatment of 
Fox, whom he suspected, evidently against all 
bability, of having written an answer to one oi 
Letters; and while he plainly states that I 
Holland is ^ not invulnerable," he throws o 
dari^ threat to the son, and, indeed, to the w 
fiunily, to beware how they provoke him (iii. 4] 
signing the letter " Anti-Fox." 

The only public man of any mark whom he sp 
appears to be Mr. George Grenville. This exc 
tion he certainly owed much less to his truly resf 
able and indeed invulnerable character, than to 
circumstance of hb being anything rather th 
brilliant person, and to the accident of his b 
wholly removed from power and office, and ab 
firom all political influence, during the last y 
of his honourable and useful life. But it i 
fiirther be remarked, that he died long before 
close of Junius's writings. These extended to 1 
1772, under various names, and under the i 
fiunous of his signatures, to the month of Jam 
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rear i ami Mr. ('Trenville (lied in November, 
}fbi« more tliaii half the career of Jiiniuehnd 
^otnplished. 

niversal veaa hig attack. — But. although the 
be trite, that he who accuses all men 
ivicte one, it is, after all, oit the audacity of 
ihooda that the bad character of this writer, 
t of all hU tribe, rests, although to tbta his 
,ry influence was in gru^t part owing. Hi* 
ua abuse of tlie Duke of Grafton eiiil Lord 
'an hardly be termed mere licentious ribal- 
■ truth is plainly violated when the former 
d "the io&mous Duke of Grafton," one 
ed with the itifitmy of a notorious breach of 
one "derailed below tho conditioa of a 
—when the latter is described "ajj totally 
•ss of his own honour," noted for " the 
M of his heart," and a " steodf persevaraooe 
ly ;" " long since discarding every principle 
Hence ;" a man " every one action of wliow 
two years has separately deserved imprison- 
But many specific accusations were soat> 
>road. We have seen the pure invention 
writer's malice in the falsehoods delibe- 
old against the Duke of Bedford, espe- 
n the fabrication respecting the Peace of 
and we have seen how he gnifted that 
upon the story imported by Dr. Vus- 
and relating to other parties. That his 
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motive was to hit in the point which he believad 
was the most sensitive, is beyond all doubt. Hm 
Duke's public character mainly rested on the so^ 
cess of his n^otiation ; and, as he was naturally 
tenacious of that reputation, so were the people €f 
this country equally alive to any suspicion of pecifr 
niary corruption in public men. Therefore it wm 
that the species of falsehood must be coined whieh i 
should meet those several demands for it. But wt^ 
are not left to conjecture upon this point. Under ] 
the writer^s own hand we have a history of the de- < 
signs over which hb heart brooded. The printer 
had been deterred from publishing a letter, under the 
signature of Yindex, by the fear of prosecutioik 
Junius tells him that the charge contained in it ii 
the only one to which its object has not long ben 
callous. The intended victim was the King ; the 
charge was of cowardice ! " I must tell you," aye 
Junius, ''and with positive certainty, that our gi»» 

cious is as caUous as stockfish to every thing 

but the reproach of cowardice. That alone is able 
to set the humours afloat. After a paper of the! 
kind he won't eat meat for a week" (i. 221). I 
need hardly add tliat the utter falsehood of such a 
charge was at all times of Greorge IIL's life ad» 
mitted by all parties, even in the utmost heat of 
fiictious conflict. But this writer, with the malign 
nity of a fiend, frames his falsehood in order to 
assail with certainty the tender point of his victiiii. 



sucb, we may bo assured, are the motives which 
lie Ilie greater number of those wlio drive the 
trade of the concealed utandercr. 

is truly painful to reSect u])on the Buccess 
h attended the disreputable labours of this 
n, at a time when good writing was very rare 
phemeral publications, aud long before the 
dieal press had last its influence and respect- 
\y by the esceases into which of late years it 
un. The boldness of the assaults made upou 
iduals, full as much as the power uith which 

were conducted, had the eflect of overawing 
public, and in many cases of silencing those 
1st whom they oporatefl. The very cirouni- 
wwfiiciiBfiould have impaired thdr force gave 
I, as it always docS) additional impressioD. The 
Imnen " and the " grand " were, as usual, con- 
kd. The same things which, said by any one 
idoal, though respectable in himself, would 

had but little weight, seemed to proceed from 
wM and undefined power, which might be one 
any, and might possess an importance that the 
jaation was left to expand at will. But it is still 
t painful to observe such men as Lord North 
Mr. Burke lending themselves to support the 
Jar delusion ; the one from his wonted candour 
good humour, the other from iactious motives; 
i, in some degree, from the kind of fear which 
« tapenlitious men sacrifice to evil spiritb 
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Lord North calls him ^<the great Boar of 
Forest," and the '* mighty Junius:" Mr. Bo 
wishes that Parliament had the benefit of '^ 
knowledge, his firmness, his integrity." It wo 
have been a worthier task for Lord North to br 
his unblushing falsehoods to trial befi>re a juij 
his country, as the Duke of Bedford diould c 
tainly have done ; and it would have conferred m 
honour on Mr. Burke to have joined with all g 
men in reprobating the practices by which one of 
foulest of libellers degraded the liberty of the pr 
and prepared the way for the excesses which ] 
Burke himself was fitted afterwards to deph 
and the contempt into which his perspicacity 
not then perceive this great safeguard of libc 
was at a still later period in peril of fidling. 

At all events, we who now have had leisun 
contemplate the period in which those g^reat sta' 
men lived, and to weigh the justice of their tribi 
to this too celebrated writer, have the duty < 
upon us of exposing his fidsehoods, and of rendei 
a necessary, though a tardy reparation, to tli 
characters which he unscrupulously assailed. 1 
is there any duty the discharge of which bri 
along with it more true satisfaction. It nay 
humble in its execution, but its aim is lofty 
may be feebly performed, but it is exceedin 
grateful. Nor can any one rise from his labo 
with a more heartfelt satisfiiction than he v 
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» that he liu cuntHbtit«(l tu rutcuu iiierit froni 
[uy, and to f\irt]ter tho niiwt iiaonxi of all 
in iiilereata, IIk- (tfifmt of injiistit.o— hijuiiticQ 
hlch lh«>y niinrn who fear tu rmUt it. " Sed 
titiir gancm duo nun! i iiiiuiii euruni <]iii info- 
t alturum eorum qui ab ils, quibus tufiertur, 
iNHiiit, lion propuUant it^iiriain." (Cic> D* 

Butof InJuBtlcelherciirQ twokindi;one,thtln«bado 
larji the othvr, tbeinirlio do not prcTMl auin)<li7 
ftaj lWT« th« power.' 
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Among the names that adorn the legal prof* 
there are few which stand so high as that of 
den. His reputation as a lawyer could not 
gained this place for him ; even as a judge he 
not have commanded such distinction, thou 
the Bench he greatly increased the fame whi 
brought from the bar ; but in the senate he 1 
professional superior, and his integrity for th( 
part spotless in all the relations of public life 
the manly firmness which he uniformly dis] 
in maintaining the free principles of the coi 
tion, wholly unmixed with any leaning tc 
extravagant popular opinions, or any disposit 
court vulgar fitvour, justly entitle him to thi 
highest place among the Judges of England. 
It was a remarkable circumstance that altl 
he entered the profession with all the advanta 
elevated station, he was less successful in its pi 
and came more slowly into its emoluments, 
almost all others that can be mentioned who 
raised themselves to its more eminent height! 
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hiimMi? and even olweiire beginnings. Une can 
liaKlly name fuiy other chief jniigc, except liacon 
himself, who was th*^ son ofa chief justice. Lord 
Cariilen'N father presided in the Conrt of Xing''* 
Bench. lie hlniBelf was called to the \Ai in hi« 
twenty-fnurlh year, and ha continued to uivait the 
arrival of clients, — their" knocks at his door ivliil« 
the cock crew," * — for fourteen long years ; but to 
wait in vain. In his Ihirty-eig'hth year lie was, 
like Lord Eldon, on tlie point of retiring from 
■ffeatminater Hall, and had resolved to shelter him- 
wdf from the frowus of fortune within the walls of 
his College, there to live upon his fellowship till a 
vacantliving in the country should fall to hisshare. 
This resolution he communicated to Lis friend 
Henley, afterwards aa well known first as Lord 
Kft^per, and then as Ijord Chancellor North in gton, 
who vainly endeavoured to rally him out of a de- 
spondency for which, it must be confessed, there 
•eemeti good ground. He consentrel, however, at 
tiia friend's solicitation, to go once more the West- 
n Circuit, and through bis kind ofRces received a 
[brief as his junior in an important cause — oftices 
It perhaps in those days so severely reprobated as 
' are by the more stern etiquette of the 

►The leader's ace identol illnes.^i Ibtew upon Mr. 
tatt the conduct of the cause ; and his great elo^ 
^ * flub gsUi cautum, Mniulwi ubi oatifl pndeat,— ^or. 
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quence, and his &r more important qualifioati 
of legal knowledge and practical expertnev in 
management of business, at once opened ibr 1 
the way to a brilliant fortune. His saooen ' 
now secure. After eight years of very considen 
practice, though unequal to that which most ot 
great leaders have attained, he was made at o 
Attorney-General ; and three years after, in 1? 
raised to the Bench as Chief Justice of the Comi 
Pleas, ^' the pillow," according to Lord Co 
^' whereon the attorney doth rest his head." 
1749, when in his forty-sixth year, he had b 
chosen to represent the borough of Downton, 
during his short experience of the House of Ct 
mons he appears not to have gained any distinct! 
The rewards of parliamentary ambition were 
served to a later period of his life. 

Of his forensic talents no records remain, beyi 
a general impression of the accuracy which 
showed as a lawyer, though not of the most f 
found description ; par negotiis negue mpra^^ ^ 
fiime of his legal arguments in Westminster F 
is not of that species which at once rises to 
mind on the mention of Dunning's name, or II 
lace's, the admirable variety and fertility of wh 
juridical resources were such that ^' their point 
are spoken of to thb day, and spoken of with i 
miration. But he greatly excelled them both 
* Equal to bnuness, no more. 



mnm» a lewter at NUI Priim j and )iia iiloqiivuo* , 
I ftppnivntly nf ihnt chiuite and ^ntl« but pMw 
live kind wlitnli (lialittgiiUlml bin great rivftl 
imyt nnil mudeall lh(^ irudfni nf Mitton in- 
ktititrilir apply to him the ruTDoni) portmitura tt 
11.1— 

Rvlul, in net mom Knoiful uid hun>iln« — 

A fidror pcnoii luil not hcnicn ; he secinvd 1 

Fur dlgDit)! fompuiod nod tiigh exploit. 

Hill tangnn | 

' Dropt mannn. anil ounld mnkg tho wtirw •pp'M' 

Ttu btner rauoa. 
tliia eminently judioiitlquallficittionaahone fitrth 
iqilouously when he ruse into their proper iphere. 
S unwearied patipnoc, hie iiiibroktii iiinvity of 
innrr, his uiiriiffl(<d uLliuNesH uf tamper, the mun 
bu uilmSriil lieciiiiKe it ivim the victory ufdeter- 
ned resolution overs Datural infirmity, Uiluoid 
■meaa of comprehaiuion and of itiUameBt, hia 
■aiH7 singularly powerful and retentive, Ui 
at anxiety to sifl each case to the very bottom, 
i hia scrupulous, perhaps extreme, care to assign 
I Tfluons for every portion of his opinions, want 
■to ooostitute a perfect judge, inferior in valus 
Mgh these qualities might be to the profbund 
ming that hau marked some great magiitratai, 
■ Lord EJdon and the older lawyers ; and, per- 
pa, to the union of marvellouR quickness with 
M MgMity, for which others, like the Kenyona, 
d th« Holroyds, and the Littledales, have been 
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famous. There was, however, in Lord Camden o 
deficiency of legal accomplishments, nor any wai 
either of quickness or of perspicacity in the oondw 
of judicial business. And it must ever be remea 
bered, tliat as a judge has always, or almost alwaji 
the statements and the suggestions of all paitii 
before him, and is thus rather placed in a passii 
situatiou, those faculties of rapid perception and i 
deep penetration, that circumspection which no rif 
can escape, and that decision, at once prompt ai 
firm, which instantly meets the exigencies of eac 
sudden emergency, are far less essential virtaes, fi 
less useful attributes of the ermine than of tl 
gown. It is but rarely that a judge can be tak< 
off his guard ; never in any important civil sui 
unless by some accident there is an extreme ovc 
match of the advocate upon one side compar 
with his antagonist ; and chiefly possible in crin 
nal cases, disposed of by a law wliich lies within 
narrow compass, and connected with facts general 
of ordinary occurrence and easy to deal with, 
would thus be extremely erroneous to undem 
Lord Camden's judicial qualities, merely becau 
there have been many more consummate masten 
English jurisprudence upon the bench, and aoi 
even of more extraordinary sagacity, quicknessj a 
penetration. 

In the great qualities of sustained dignity, chasi 
anil therefore, not exaggerated propriety of demea 
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r, absolute impartiality, and t'earless decIamtioD 
bis conscientious opinion, liow aurely soever it 
^t expose Iiim to the frowns of power, or the 
i more galling censure of his profeBsion, this 
ifDeiit magistrate liad no bu peri or, very few 
Hals. That profession is ever sing^uJariy jealona 
eucli points, and particuiarly prone to suspect 
sfa conduct as proceeding from a love of popu- 
ity, which these learnwi men, having but rarely 
Ml able to taste, are extremely apt to pronounce 
tnvoury, citing the illustrious chancellor and 
UoHopiier, of whom they perodvetiturt! have only 
U the one saying, that "a popular judge is a de- 
nned thing, and plainlites are litter for playew 
mfor magistrates." This propensity of the bar 
>rd Camden well knew; but he felt above all 
Md of its effects, conscious that he was instigated 
no childish love of plebeian applause, and only 
ted the part of an honest man in showing by 
I judgments those sentiments which ever filled 
I breast — a sincere love of public liberty, and an 
Ure devotion to the principles of the British coa- 

The decision of this great judge upon tlie 
Mtion of general warrants, raised by the attempt 
Lord Halifax, the Secretary of State, to' search 
e house of Wilkes, and commit him to prison 
thout a specification of his person or of hii 
ince, further than stating it to be the publication 
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of a seditious and treasonable paper, is well Ium 
to every reader ; and no less known is the mai 
contrast of the dignified and severe justice of 
bench, and the trumpery vapouring talk of 
profligate trader in mob fiivour, whose oppress 
by illegal exercise of power, had arrayed in 
defence even those who most scorned his chanu 
and distrusted his professions. It was on 
ground of his arrest being a breach of his ] 
liamentary privilege that he obtained his discbai 
This cause came before Lord Camden, as did 
actions brought in consequence against the Set 
tary of State's messengers, who had executed 
general warrant, the year after the Chief Jus 
came upon the bench. On the habeas eor^ 
he had expressed an opinion, in which his bretfa 
concurred, that such warrants were justified 
numerous precedents. But when he tried at ] 
Prius the actions for false imprisonment, in wl 
the legality of general warrants came in quest! 
he declared his opinion to be that they were illej 
adding these memorable words— "If the o1 
judges, and the highest authority in this kingd< 
the House of Peers, should pronounce my opiE 
erroneous, I submit, as will become me, and '. 
the rod ; but I must say, that I shall always c 
sider it as a rod of iron for the chastisement of 
people of Great Britain.'* 

The tenour of the warrant was, " to make it 



CABI. CAUDKK. 



Iffl 



pud ditig«nt smrcli for ttie authoru atiU jirintent of 
Jf certain seditioue and treaauDAble paper, ciititlvJ 
ffo. 45 of the North Briton, un<l thom, or auy of 
ng' 8o found, to apprehend and secun, 
ether with their papers, aod to brinj; tlmm iu 
k ciutody to be examined, and further dealt with 
cording to law." The special jury who tried 
e cause returneil, after a trial of tifieen hours, a 
idict for the plaintiif, with 1000/. damage*, in 
Ifire accordance with the Cliief JuRtioe'a direc- 



^Vhen a new trial was moved for miwiirectioti, 
ll Lordship spoke thtue memorable words — " To 
in's house, hy virtue of a munelew war- 
Ibnt, in order to procure evidence, is worae tlun the 
Spanish Inquisition — a law under which no Eng-lish- 
maii would wish to live an hour. It is a darinj 
public attack upon the liberty of the subject, and 
In violation of the 29th chapter of Magna CharlA 
(NuUui liber /lomo, &c.), which is directly pointed 
sgainst that arbitrary power."* 

The applause of his (^oiintrymeu, that applauw 
which Lord Mnnslielil so eloquently described aa 
following great actions and not run afler, was dealt 
out to the Chief .Justice in a liberal measure. The 
corporalions of Dublin, Bath, Kxeler, Norwich, 

* Bodle V. HoDsy, 3 Will. SUG. The imprisooiiwDt ^d^*" 
nljr bMD for six boon, and the treatment oneiceptiouUf 
M dM ChUr Jmtiec had charged the jury on it* b«ia|* 
MMisD tt public liberty. . Ij 
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besought him to accept their fineedom. Lo 
herself enrolled him among her citlaBens, 
placed upon the walls of Guildhall his poi 
magnificently painted by Sir Joshua Reynolds, 
an inscription at once simple, chaste, and 
^^ In honorem tanti viri Anglicce libertaiU 
assertoris" * 

Two years only elapsed before he was rais« 
the peerage ; and in 1766 he succeeded his 
and steady friend, Lord Northington, as Chanc 
He held the great seal about four years. 

If his decisions in the Court of Chancery, di 
that period, have never been the subject of 
panegyric, they certainly have escaped all cen 
and he was of too firm a mind, and, at the 
time, too discreet and modest, to fall into the 
error which shipwrecked the judicial fame of f 
equity judges, well versed in the practice of 
courts. He neither^ like some of his succe 
so vacillated, so disliked to pronounce the op 
he had formed, as to put off the evil day of dec 
and overwhelm liis court with causes heard 
undetermined; nor did he place, like othen 
chief praise in unhesitating and promiscuous 
patch of business, directing all his efibrts to 
pressing the arguments which it was his du 
hear, and estimating his merit by the nui 
rather than the excellence, of his judgments, 

* In honour of so eminent a man, assertor by the 1 
'' [Ufh liberty. 



L^l^w iriiiii t& SauucI Romilly the coiupariai)n, 
It be preferred the slowjnslice of tbe Cli&iiceUar 
gbia Deputy's speedy injustice. From these 
Mrite rocks the calm and eveo course of Lord 
Indeti's adtiiiniatratiuu af justice preserved him 
le. And, beside obtaiaiug the prabe of having 
spatclied all the court's busiuess in a maiinei' lo 
te the suitors and the bar satisfaction, he has 
ft judgmt[itE on important questions of great 
lerit. It iiiay be enough to mention the well- 
nown case upon Bills of Review, Smith v. Clay, 
hich fixes the law of the court upon that veiy 
nportant question ; and wliieh he decided in aa 
igument, tolerably well preserved iu some reports, 
ill ailment combining the highest qualities of 
Mii^ial eloquence. His judgment iu the great case 
•TDukc of North uniberlaud ii. Earl of Egremont, 
lIW an argument of i«veral days, also poGfiessea 
■te excellence.* 

In parliament, his judicial as well as political 
'Hiduct may be deservedly regarded as a modeL 
u ihe celebrated Douglas cau!«, Ids argument on 
Uving tiie reversal of the Court of Session'a 
dgineiil, and establishing the legitimacy of the 

* Ambler, 647 aad fi57, amtaioB n very abridged scooont 
'ftae eaees. I was favoured with Sir S. fiomilly'B ftiU 
<n o( mj illustrious predecessor'a jadgment in Smith t, 
Ip.aDd c(MDmuDicated.il to the Court during the fint jear 
at I held the Great Seal 
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partj claiming the Dake of Douglas's lugs 
posseeses the greatest merit Loud MusMf i 
engaged more of the public attention at Hkm time 
chiefly because of the fiunoos letters of Andiii 
Stuart, to which it gave rise, and in whleh ht im 
most severely and ably attacked. But whoevv 
reads both speeches will find it difficult to icAm 
the preference to the Chancellor's ; akhou^ thai 
is every reason to believe that the Chief Justieiri 
has been very imperfectly preserved. Both m 
to be found in the second volume of tlie Cd 
leeianea Juridica. But Andrew Stuart trad; 
Lord Mansfield's as never having been puUishd 
fiurly, and from authority ; and he dares Um flj 
the publication, in terms which seem to baptj i^ 
intimation that there was something not convi 
to give through the press, and a suspicion that 
cautious Chief Justice would not venture upOD 
course pointed out* It is moreover quite 
that the printed account to which I have 
contains no mention of Andrew Stuart, hardly i 
reference to hini, while Lord Camden's 
filled with direct charges distinctly brought 

* *< If the multiplicity of yoar other tffidrs be 
as an excuse for avoidiDg to give any answer, there ll] 
another method which may senre to i^ord me 
and may possibly do justice to yourself withoot 
BBBch of your time. It ti to puhliah to the woHd ■ 
agaiiut me in the DomjloM cavse."— Letter iv. 
(llie Italics are in the original.) 



SOI 



■ J and yet the defence is entirely made ns 
■fait Lord Mansfieti), and no assault whatever 
Vfaade upon Lord CamdeD. Lord Mansfield** 
Ktnent, as reported, is a wretclted performance, 

■ chiefly rests on this position, that a womaD of 
bf Jane Douglos'a iUustrious descent could not 
guilty of a fraud. 

have Bpoteii of Lord Camden's judicial conduot 
the Courts of Westminster Hall, and in the 
of Lords. He was, however, fiilly more 
t in the senate than in the fonim. He 
;ht into parliament a iiigh professional repu- 
and baiiide the reputation which this and 
.great office gsve liim, his talents were peculiarly 
ItNil to shine in debate. An admirable memory, 
lUple quickness of apprehension, sufRcient leamiag' 
nr all ordinary occasions, a clear and pleasing 
loculion, great command of himself, a natural 
fracity which gave his manner animation without 
"brt, rendered him one of the most impressive 
Id pleasing speakers of his time. His conduct, 
, had been uniform and consistent ; he was 
iKfS, whether on the Bench, or In the Council, 
tin Parliament, the friend of constitutional 
pty, of which he steadily proved tlie honest 
tthe temperate defender, lie had taken a part 
leh indicated some considerable difTerence with 

■ colleagues, on the important question of Ame- 
can taxation ; but after lie hod been Chancellor 
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between three and four years, this diffisreno 
oocasioned his removal from office; and tha 
disclosures were made which, it cannot be denied 
served to cast some shade over a portion at kai 
of his official conduct. The circumstances attend 
ing this passage in Ix>rd Camden's life are extrenwlg 
instructive, as thn)w]ng light upon the principki 
of the times, and in this view they deser\'e to hi 
more closely considered. 

When upon the assembling of parliament h 
January, 1770, Lord Chatham moved an amend 
nient, pledging the Lonls, with all conveuMM 
speed, to take into considoration the causes of iki 
prevailing discontents, and particularly the pvi 
cccdings of the Commons touching AVilkes*8 eiii 
tion, and closed his remarknble reply by affii 
that '* where the luw ends the tyniimy b^ii 
Lord Camden rose and dwlariHi, with a w 
unusual to him, that he had acccpte<l the Gi 
Seal without condition, and mount not to be 
melled by the king (tlien corn*oting Ins expi 
—by his ministers ; but ho odiUMl, '^ 1 have 
myself to be so too long. I have beheld, 
silent indigtmtion, the arbitrary nioasures of 
minister. 1 have long dnM)i>otl and hold down 
head in council, and disnppnivod with my 
those stoi>s which 1 know my avoweil opp 
could not pn'vent. 1 will do m) no lougefi 
o{>enIy and boMly speak my sontiuicnt«.*' lit 
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npportcd LonI Clmtliani'iii amciidnietit ; declared 
hat, if as a, .judge he should pay any respect to the 
.'ate of the Commons, he »hc)uld louk upon himself 
» & trailor to his trust anti an enemy to hia countiy ; 
Lccused the ministers of causing the existing dis- 
MDtents ; and all but in terms, certainly by im- 
plication, charged them n-ith having ibmied a 
KiiBipiracy against the liberties of the people. The 
miiiistera whom he thus accused had, through itll 
flie time of tiieir measures causing the diseontent*, 
■lid their consjiiracy against public liberty, been 
his colleaguea, and still were lib colleagues ; for, 
flraitge to tell, he made tliis speech without having 
OLen anj' »tep to resign the Great Seal. It la not 
In be v-ondered at that those colleaguea should 
complain of such unexampled comliict, though 
they might have had thi?nit{elvea to thank for it; 
nit it is singular that a month elapitcd before their 
!«mplaint could find a vent. On Lord Backing 
^m's motion fur a Committee on the State of 
:)ie Nation, at the beginning of February, Lonl 
feiKf wich charged the late Chancellor with duplicity 
« permitting the proceedings against Wilkea to 
proceed without remonstrance, and refusing to 
^ve any ojiinion respecting them. Lord Camden 
Dotitively asserted, upon his honour, that he had 
Wormed the Duke of Graflon of his opinion, that 
Uiwc proceedings were both imprudent and illegal, 
3'be Duke admitted that he had once intimated, 
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but not in expreat tamiSy that lie Hhaof^ i 
measare impolitie or ill timed; but that he I 
never given his opinion on the vote of inoe|Mei 
—on the contrary, that whenever the flab|eet ^ 
agitated in the cabinet he had remained silent, 
rrtired ; and Lord Wesrmouth confirmed the Dol 
statement, adverting to one paxticnlar occai 
upon which, on the bare mention of ezpukioii 
incapacity. Lord Camden had withdrawn fiom 
discussion. Lord Camden repeated his assert! 
that he had always entertained a strong opin 
against the proceedings, and had frequently 
pressed it ; but he admitted that, finding his opini 
rgected or despised, he had absented himself fi 
a cabinet where his presence could only disti 
his colleagues from a course already resolved 
and which his single voice could not prevent tl 
from pursuing. Lord Chatham asserted, that L 
Camden had frequently made the same statem 
to him, supporting it by cogent reasons. 

Upon this very extraordinary passage vaii 
remarks arise. But first of all it is natural 
observe upon the singular state of a govenmi 
thus conducted. The administration of pat 
affidrs in a very critical emergency, or whit 
those comparatively quiet times was so regui 
appears to have been committed to men who 1 
little or no confidence in each other ; and the I 
minister, in point of rank, the chief law advi 
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e crown, the verj head of the law, difibred 
y fram all his coUen^ues upon the two great 
ioiis of the day, yet withheld hia opposition 
lir measures, and even absented himself from 
consultations as often as those matters were 
ned. If anytliing eould moke this state of 
9 mor« intolerable, and more ioconsistent with 
Bblic good, it waa tlie undoubted &ct that tiie 
pressing of the two questions, the pruceedii^ 
Bting Wilkes, waa entirely of a legal and 
Uuttonal nature, on which the Chancellor's 
tn waa the most indispensably required, and 
k question intiiuately connected witb, if not 
ij arising' out of, judiciiil proceedings over 
1 the Cliaiicellor liail hicu^f, while Chief 
Be of llic Conniion FIeos, provided. 
e next remark which suggests itself is, that 
•binet had no great right to complain of the 
taken by Lord Camden ; for he plainly had 
I his colleagues to understand that he difiered 
them, and that on this account he withheld 
pinion from them. They had a right to 
t{ they were entitled to require hb aid, and 
is refusing it, to demand his pesignation. 

chose to retain him amongst them, and , 
tatv they took him on his own terms. ^Pj^^^ 
prty which had a right to complain "'^nf^^ 
In had an equal right to complain of all IiitJi 
«t, and that party was the country. A pu^ 
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80 constructed and so acting was wholly incap 
of well administering tlie afiairs of the nation, 
it was the duty of Iiis colleagues to require ei: 
lib full co-operation or Iiis retirement ; and al 
all it was the duty of Lord Camden to relinqi 
his exalted station whenever he did not choos 
perform its highest duties. To remain in o: 
while he disapproved of the government's ] 
ceedings ; to be responsible for measures on wl 
he pronounced no opinion, but held an advi 
one ; to continue a nominal minister of the en 
while the most important acts were doing in 
name, which he believed must involve the coui 
in a war with her colonies, and endanger ; 
the peace of the empire at home — acts whici 
regarded as hostile to the principles of the c 
stitution and subversive of the people*s most sac 
rights — was surely an offence of as high a nat 
as ever statesman committed. If it be said 1 
he continued responsible for those measures, 
answer is, tliat tliis rather aggravates than 
tenuates the cliarge ; for he was responsible o 
because he in tnith joined to execute them, 
stead of opposing them, as \vas his bounden du 
he aided in giving tliem effect. 

It is impossible to contemplate this subj 
without once more being struck with the very !• 
point at whicA political virtue in those times i 
pitched. The most constitutional judge who li 
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■p to tliat time vwt xnt ii[)un lliebtnah, oiiit <>< 
ih4 purett politfdaiiH tliut htul ovt-r app<nred, It 
(butlil to havQ pvriKivoreil in r diune ufoffii^kl 
tonduct whicli nil nmri in our ilay wniilil rognnl 
H an cnHrmnua itelliitfueriay. lodeud of hU bo 
•omiti|7 ifae object of iinlvonal rcproliatlon, tbi 
gnly cenmri' cnllni down u|)on him by the dii- 
Blwurp won n nirif^lit iitliuik in unfl ilfhatu, in whieb 
A« i^'iiit limkr of tilt! Iiigli conaticutlonol party 
tatniily iluft'tidLil him, and IiIh tirppurU-n Joined 
iVltli tlieir upplauw. Thu spirit of party uo doubt 
irMtly contribiitwl to itii» rwiuJt ; the joy of the 
topo«lllon won buoynrit nvi^r mi grcsit n nhoclt a* 
uird Camdeii'ii oppoHiti'in lo his cuDw^kw ^vt 
lu ministry t anil arenrilingly wo tliiil Lord Rhel 
qanie exprL-wlR); a Iiopi;, timt " the tireat Hew.) 
)rou]d go a brggin^r, and lliut no one would bt 
PutiA baKii and intan-nplTitty] unniit^li to neccpt il 
I^R Hu<;li ciJiidltioim aa migbt gratify tlie niinl>t«ra, 
Ipaoon OH tlie present worthy CIranccllor •houUI 
te dIi>niiMH?d ;" for it in tinno of tim leniit strange 
Wrtaof till! trunxiu'.lidn, tlmugli u.p[KirpntIy n thing 
fot iiiiMKiial iu tlioKe (ImeK, tliat thf! CimnrelloT'ii 
ippoutioii to tlie government woi offernd while he 
wmaiiHid in olfiue ; lie was not diimiisMid till a 
ntk after hu had avowed IriH diHorenco with fait 
^lleag'KW, and ciiarged tliem by implication with 
iconspirucy against public liberty, 
NeviTlliduwi, it muHt l>e obxerved) that the lower 



/ 
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tone of political morality and the prevaleiioe o 
Action will not wholly account for the fdngqja 
circumstances which we have been oonsideriDg 
The exclusion of the public from a view of al 
that passed in parliamoit must be taken into tb 
account.* If instead of an occasional and aur 
reptitious glance at the debates of their repra 
sentatives and of the peers, the people had dail] 
read a full account of these proceedings, and if th 
conduct of public men had been constantly sub 
jected to the scrutiny of the nation through th 
press, it can nowise .be doubted that the eztii< 
ordinary disclosures made upon Lord Camden'i 
quitting office would have excited universal in- 
dignation. It can as little be questioned that, had 
he and his colleagues been always acting under the 
vigilant eye of the nation at large, and accountahk 
to it as well as to tlieir party-adherents and partj- 
adversaries — the men equally engaged in playing 
against each other the game of faction, regardlev 
of the country — no such state of things could have 
existed in the cabinet as we have been contem- 
plating, and no man could Iiave ventured to hoU 

* It 18 hardly to be belieyed tbat as late as 1770 the M 
wuaX Begttter should Dot venture to do more than in^aCiiiell) 
and without names hint at any part of the proceedings whict 
we have been describing. Lord Camden's statement, aac 
Lord Sandwiches accusation of him, are not even alluded to 
The Sovereign is only mentioned by the letter K., PtoUaBM 
by P., and die House of CJommons by II. of C. 
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lurse Bs we have seen Lord Ciunclen, safe 
nsured, pureued. 

r, we may draw from these particulars in 
ry, an inference suggesled also by the 
■ecently published of his two predecesBors, 
ig and Lord Cuwper, that the importance 
hancellor in former times was far inferior 
vhieh this high functionary now enjoys. 
lawyer may now, as formerly, bold the 
I, and may now, as tlien, have iittle of the 
hich be ought, for tbe safety of the cabinet 
good of the country, to poBsess. But if 
of statesmanlike accomplishments, is now 
that high offlce, or even any one who, 
d Eldon, had previously never given his 
itate affairs, yet possepsed a capacity for 
a part in their direction, the influence 
must enjoy knows hardly any bounds but 
icb his own inclination or the jealouty of 
agues may prescribe. It was not eo a 
igo, — periiaps, with the exception of Lord 
ke, it was not so before the time of Lord 
rough. We find Lord King speaking of 
rt Walpole's consulting him, and bo &r 
iu him as to inform him of important 
in agitation, with a complacency which 
lows that he was very &r from considering 
itment a matter of course, as with any 
or whatever it would assuredly be In our 
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times. In like manner we can have no .dc 
that had the office been regarded in the same ] 
at Geoi'ge the Third's accession as it was ii 
latter part of his reign, so eminent a perse 
Lord Camden when holding it, a person as 
known in the political as in the legal world, 
from his former conduct, next to Lord Cliatl 
the peculiar favourite of the English people, c 
never have acted the part he did on the gre 
questions of the day, or been the silent, un 
ported, and impotent disapprover of the course 
by his colleagues on those great questions.* 

When he had once openly taken his part, t 
was no faltering or hesitation in his future co 
During the whole of the proceedings, both b< 
and afler the American war broke out, he appc 
the steady and powerful champion of the 8< 

* It Lb fit to add, however, that on his retirement 
important resignations took place. The Dukus of Bes 
and Manchester, Lords Grauby, Huntingdon, and Covi 
resigned their household places. James Grenville ga' 
the office of Vice-Treasurer of Ireland, and Donning 
of Solicitor-General in this country. The Great Seal, I 
fh>m Lord Camden (for, possibly with a view to eml« 
the government, he did not resign), was pressed by the 
on Charles Yorke, and reluctantly accepted 1 7th Jam 
he died suddenly on the 'JOth, as is supposed by his 
hand, and as the Duke of Grafton's papers prove ; and 
Mansfield and Sir Kardley Wiimot (Chief Justice o 
Common Pleas) having both refused the Great Seal, i 
put m commission for a year, when Mr. Justice Buthui 
length accepted it 
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ona nbicb were natural to Jiia feejiogs 
hb habits of tliinking. Nor did any childish 
nf lowering the dig'iiity of an Ex-chancellor, 
1 less any mean tiaiikerinji; afler royal fevour, 
^t him from bearing lijs part in the parlia- 
»iy struggle which for twelve years yn» 
laioed against the court. He was upon everr 
ion, as it were, the right arm of Lord Chatham ; 
nany of his speeches, even in the meagre re- 

of the times, impress us tvitii a liigh idea of 
loquence and of his powers as a debater. Hjs 
jiutional opinions hud, while in the House of 
HODS, sometimes been pushed to the very verge 
tderalion even while Attorney-General. Take 
ample :^In the debate on American taxattoD, 
66, there was a threat of proceeding against 
rioter of a report containing his speech, which 
ge Grenville complained of as a breach of 
lege. " I will maintain it to my latest hour; 
ion and representation are inseparable, TEiis 
aa is founded on the laws of nature ; it is 
; it is itself an eternal law of nature; forwhat- 
is a man's own is absolutely his own ; no mao 

right to take it from him without his consent, 
r expressed by himself or his representative. 
ever attempts to do it attempts an injuiy; 
ver does it commits a robbery ; he throwc 
I and destroys the distinction between liberty 
laverj." Here again is his doctrine of parliitr 



r 
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mentary representation: — ^<To Bx tbe 
the Commons b^an is perflons and 
to fix it in Edward's or Henry's reign k 
to the idle dreams of some whimsieal, ill-JQ^^tag 
antiqoaries; but this is a point too imporlnatli 
be left to such wrong-headed people. Wlwn dH 
the House of Commons b^;in ? When, my LollM 
It began with the constitution. There is iMC4 
blade of grass growing in the most obscure eorttf 
of this kingdom which is not, which wafnot 0i!l% 
repi^esented since the constitution began* lWi4 
is not a blade of grass which when taxed wai Ml 
taxed by consent of the proprietor.'* 

It may easily be imagined that he was do nodi 
freed from the trammels of ofiice than a spiiilS 
congenial to that which animated Lord Chatkdl 
would burst forth. He accordingly joined hte k 
denouncing as a violent outrage on the consthatlA 
the vote of the Commons incapacitating Wikil 
from sitting in parliament, because he had 
expelled after his election. This celebrated 
the soundness of which Cliarles Fox, toch is 
force of early prejudices, maintained to his dytl^ 
day, appears to have staggered even Lord '. 
who, when Lord Chatham moved an addrsB II 
the Lords, declaring it unconstitutiiHialy 
through almost his whole speech to be aigiddf 
against it and in fiivour of the motion. He wJt 
that he should regard himself as the greatetlil 



SIS 

Bta utd of traitors were lie to be moved by it 
lis judicial capacity, tlioiigii lie added, luyg- 
■usly, '* that lip had never g;iven his opinion 
1 il, and sbould probably carry it with him to 
[rare. But he considered tliat if the CanimoD* 

passed an unjustifiable resolution, it was a 
er between God and their own consciences) 
that the Lords could not carry up in an addreea 
ling accusation to the throne, thereby exciting 
me lietween the two Iloufes, not easily allayed." 
ICtuttltam and Lord Camden held tiiat, all tha 
meni3 of Lord Mansfield being in favour of 
r anieudiuent, hi:^ vote should liave accompanied 
Ipeech ; and Lord Camden was so much im- 
nated with liis illustrious friend's sentiments, 

though he would not quite go M ftr u ta 
lim, "Let discord reign for ever," he yet 
irad " that to the voice of the people be would 
hie feeble efforts, aod the louder be heard them 
the better should he be pleased." 
Aw Lord Chatham's death, in 1776, rather 
1 loM of his great leader than froni any infirmity 
■ereaaing age, be rarely took a part in debate. 
t the latter was not the cause of his inaction, 
nay well suppose fiom the great esoellence of 
speeches which he occasionally delivered. One 
Mae must have possessed extraordinary merit, 
on Lord Sbelburne's amendment to the addrcM, 
I of November, 1781 ; for it extorted fron Om 
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most niggardly dispenser of praise perliaps 
only panegyric of which he was ever guilty. ] 
Thurlow said, '^ he never had heard a more 
discourse within these walls ; that the prei 
were distinct and clear, while the deductiom 
lowed without constraint or false colouring.** 
thus speaking of the noble Lord's very ( 
abilities," said the eminently dyslogistic C 
cellor, " I trust he will receive it as my 
sentiments, not being at any time much disp 
to travel out of the business before the House 
the purpose of keeping up the trivial form 
debate, much less to pay particular personal ( 
pliments to any man." 

"When the disasters of the American war, i 
than the attacks of the opposition, had dr 
Lord North from the helm, Lord Camden bee 
President of the Council in the Rockingham 
ministration, and quitted that office when 
Coalition ministry was formed next year, ha^ 
consistently remained in the cabinet of Lord S 
bume and Mr. Pitt, when the personal and fact 
violence of the Whigs led them to oppose the pe 
and finally to overthrow the ministry that mad 
by a Coalition which ruined the Whig chara 
and influence for nearly a quarter of a cent 
Upon Mr. Pitt triumphantly defeating the O 
tion, Lord Camden resumed his office, and kc| 
to his death. 
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BelH'een the close oi'lhe Amerirain war and the 
Ifibncy in 1788, with tlie exception of delivering 
pBdniirable speech against Mr. Fox's India Bill, 
flone or two others during the game strugglM, 
("■poke but seldom. But on tjie King;*a illness 
(tig declared to Parliainent, he tooit the lead 
Ul the proceedings conneeted with that event, 
M Thurlow being evidently little trusted by 
K Pitt, who liad discoTered his intrigues with 
rt^position and Carlton House. Lord Camden 
particular argued, and with great learning and 
fBty, the constitutional qneaiions which arose 
■t time to lime during the fierce controversy 
that day, and he wa^ perhaps never heard to 
taier advantage than in the debate on the 
air-Apparent'fl right, and Mr. Fox's incautious 
Artion of it, a doctrine which met with its most 
%iidable adversary in the veteran charapion of 
r pt^ular coQstitution. Nor must it be forgotten 
li be had now reached his 75th year. 
It does not appear that the lapse of four years 
>re had either impaired his faculties or extin- 
tebed his love of liberty : for he it was who, — a 
idin^f member of the Government, in the fece of 
rananimous opinion of all the Judges, supported 
Ibey were in the House itself by Lord Thurlow, 
wdKenyon, and Lord Bathurst, — maintained the 
{bla of juries in libel cases by the law of £ng< 
id, And carried through, in spite of a most for- 
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midaUe opposition fimn those lay lord% i 
colebiated measure of Lord EnluDe, wkiiih 
commonly, tlioogh enoneously, called Mr. Fo 
Libel Act. 

Nothing can be more refreshing to tlie lor 
of liberty, or more gratifying to those who vener 
the judicial clioracter, than to contemplate i 
glorious struggle for his long-cherished prinoif 
with wiiich Loud Camden's illustrious life dot 
The fire of his youth seemed to kindle in tlie bos 
of one touching on fourscore, as he was impeli 
to destroy the servile and inconsistent doctrinsi 
•thers, slaves to mere technical lore, but void 
the sound and discriminating judgment wU 
mainly constitutes a legal, and above all a judid 
mind. On sucli passages as follow, the mind fins 
and reverently dwells, tliankful that tiie pedani 
of the profcwion had not been able to ruin so 1 
an understanding, or freeze so genial a oiun 
of feeling, — and hopeful that future lawyesi s 
future judges may emuhite tlie glory and the vir( 
of this great man. 

'^ It should be imprinted," he said, ^^ on evi 
juror^s mind that, if a jury find a verdict of p 
lishing, and leave the criminality to the judge, tl 
woukl liave to answer to God and their oousciea 
for the punishment which by sucli judge may 
inflicted,— 4)0 it fine, ]m{)risonmcnt, loss of a 
whipping, or any otlier disgrace." — *' I will affin 



Tl 
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Cuocltm, " that tliey nave the right uf 
id thtit tliere U no power by the Inw of 
to prevent tbem from tlio CTordno itf 
they think fit lo maintain it. Wheii 
eased tO' hcquit any defeiidiint, thdr 
1 stand good until tho law of EnglMid 
anged." " Give, iny Lords," hi- ex- 
[ive to the jury or to the judge the 
il. You must give it to one or to llie 
think you can have no difliculty wlucli 
Place the press under the power of tha 
It ought lo be." 

re stage of the bill, 16th May, 1792, 
noat able and energetic adilrvas to tlte 
TUB which deeply moved all his bMrara 
he said, how unlikely k ww tfaat be 
address them any more. After laying 
.w 03 lie conceived it certainly to be, 
So clear am I of thii, that if it w«n 
, it §hould be mode bo ; for in all tlw 
' crimes there ia not one bo fit to bs 
jy a jury as libel." " With tfaena leave 
ve not a doubt that they willalwaja be 
«ct the character of individualB against 
aiider, and the government agaiuft the 
IS of sedition." 

ons of the judges were overruled, and 
of purpose mode declaratory and nnt 
tr the opposition of tlie law lords 



^ 
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thus been defeated. The Chancellor, as the 1 
effort to retain the law in judicial hands, aske 
Lord Camden would object to a clause being 
serted granting a new trial in case the court v 
dissatisfied with a verdict for the defendauti 
" What," (exclaimed the veteran friend of freedo 
" after a verdict of acquittal ? *' " Yes," said L 
Thurlow. " No, I thank you," was the memoia 
reply, — and the last words spoken in public by t 
great man. The bill immediately was passed. 

Two years after, he descended to the grave i 
of years and honours, tlie most precious honoi 
which a patriot can'enjoy, the unabated gradti 
of his country ^len, and the unbroken cousciousn 
of having through good report and evil fin 
mauitained his principles and faithfully dischai| 
his duty. 

In the whole of Lord Camden's life there is 
passage more remarkable or more edifying tl 
his manly adherence to his own clear and well-o 
sidered opinion, in spite of the high professio 
autliority by which it was impugned. There i 
many professional men who, after having Ic 
quitted the contentions of Westminster Hall, i 
been for a great portion of their lives remoi 
from a close contact with their legal brethren, i 
nervous at the idea of exposing themselves to 
decried for ignorance or despised for heterodoi 
by the frowns of the legal community, adjusted 
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in dutliurity aiitl example of those eet in 
ir (hera. It waa the ouly mark of declin- 
ir which Lord Erskitie betrsyed, that in 
te of tlie Queen's case he dreaded to come 
;t with the judgea, even on some points 
ireitiaowno reomu to doubt were wroi^ly 
and which lie accurately perceiwed at the 
"e erroneously detenuined.* At A more 
age, Lord Camden retained the f^ill 
? hia toculties, so as boldly to announce 
'rate opinion ; and tliat it was in no degree 
y any party laming', or any hunting After 
.pplause, will appear manifest from the dr- 
e of ihe Libel Bill being passed by him In 
er we have just been coiitejn plating during 
vehement period of the controversy upon 
Ihat began with the French ItevoIutioQ, 
he same year in which the proclamation 
editions writings was issued, and the firs* 
onsforlibel instituted by the government of 
rd Camden was so conspicuous a merober.f 



lunple of miwUcisioD, t*ka Dm rale Ud down, 
stion oil cross-cxsmmalioQcanbepattosvitiiMi, 
to vhkh may refvrtoawrittendociunrot, vidioat 
the documetit and placing It in the vitnen'i 
rebj the test applied whether to bi« verad^ or 
ory is dofealed. 

iry gratifying to me thai I can mcntiou lo Tslnable 
rds iniproTcment in the law of stuider end libel 
led and ctluemBd friend Lord Campbell hu M- 
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In ckwe oonnezion with tKe at 
panageB of Lord Gi en's lift, wu thfteoad 
and in general the b ly of Wilkei. We 
thus led to speak ai v U of that mnwlBBii 
adventurery not certainly at having masf pi 
among the Statesmen of the age, but aaaoeidenti 
connected with their history. 

The adventures of Wilkes axe well known^ and 
general character is no longer any matter of eonl 
versy. Indeed, it is only justice towards fain 
remark, that there was so little about liiB 
hypocrisy — the *^ homage due from vice to viifi 
being by him paid as reluctantly and aa spaii^ 
as any of his other debts— that, even while ia 



cently succeeded in carrying throogh Parliament, with 
entire ooncarrence of the other law lordb. The bill vl 
I broogfat into the Commons twice, first in iai6 sad ^ 
in 1830 CO the ere of my quitting that hoose^embfMfd 
and also other changes in the law, which I doabt not * 
now soon follow, and I most cheerfully resigned the si^ 
into my colleague's hands. The meosore was matar ed i 
and jodicioosly nnder lus anspices in a eomautlBe i 
which he presided ; and in which, beside their report ne 
mending the bill, a valuable body of evidence and tugm 
was collected. It must, however, be added, that a gnsl 
to the reform of the law is incurred by leaving oat tbei 
valuable portion of my former Bills, that wluA prato 
political or public libel to the extent of allowing eviii 
of the truth. The Keport of the Criminal Law Coai 
noners on this question, and on the whole nl)|{ee^ is d 
rate and full of interest Our attempt to extend the art 
nnfbilnnately fiulcd, andthehiwoflibelis thosleAoS 
ingly imperfect 
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bis popularity, Lardly any doubt hung 
eJ habitsand dispositions. About liberty, 
be cared little, and would willingly have 
lew, he made a loud and blustering oat- 
li was only his way of driving a trade ; 
iiity of private life, evea to its decencies, 
ily made no pretence ; and, during the 
E mob'd idolatry of his name, there never 
y belief in hb good character sa a. man, 
much his partisans might be deceived in 
QD that he was unlikely to sell them, 
received a good education — was a fair 
jholap — possessed the agreeable manners 
1 society — married an heiress half aa old 
bimEelf— obliged her, by hia licmdou* 
I profligate society, to live ^laFt from 
e an attempt, when in want of money, 
Vom her the annuity he had allowed for 
rt — is recorded in the Term Reports of 
of King's Bench" to have been ugually 
n this nefarious scheme— continued to 
ivith gentlemen of fortune &r above his 
led part of hia life as a militia colonel — 
to the embarrassed circumstances which, 
resulting from such habits, led in their 
he violent political courses pursued by 
rder to relieve his wants. Contempo- 

'.452. EoeKt, 31 Geo. II., Reiv. MbttHmnI. 



r 
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raueous, however, with the commencement of 
loud-toned patriotism, and his virulent abuse 
the Court, were his attempts to obtain promot 
One of these was liis application to Lord Cliat 
for a seat at tlie Board of Trade. Soon after 
failure, he was defeated in his designs upon 
Embassy at Constantinople, which his zeal for 
liberties of tiie English people, and hb wis! 
promote them in the most effectual manner, 
duced liim to desire ; and a tiiird time he 
frustrated in an attempt to make head against 
corruptions of tlie Britisli Court, by repairin 
governor to the remote province of Canada. I 
Bute and his party had some hand in these di 
pointments ; and to running them down his zea 
eiforts were now directed. 

With such a history, both in public and priv 
there was a slender chance of figuring to any g 
purpose as a patriot; but he took the cliano 
some of those lucky hits, tliose windfalls, wl 
occasionally betide tliat trade, in the lucrative st 
of ill-judged prosecution. He fared forth upon 
voyage in the well-established line of Libel, 
he made a more than usually successful venti 
for he was not only prosecuted and convictei 
the ordinary way, but a blundering Secretary 
State issued, as we have seen, a general warran 
seize his pajxTs — was of ooin*se resisteil — alio 
the matter to come into court — sustained au im 
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IbltSt-^and was succetivfully sued fur daniagea 
I victorious party. Add to tliis, bis imprUon- 
fbr a libel, with his re})eated expulsions from 
SUM of Comatoaa, and liis flimlly defeating 
ody, and coupelllng them to erase the resolu- 
rom their journals— and his merits were so 
that not even Uie awkward concomitant of an- 
conviction fur a. grossly obscene book, printed 
otinely at a private press, couLi countervail 
litical virtues. He became the prime &VDur- 
tlie luob, and was even admitted by more 
r] piitriots to have deserved well of tlie con-, 
Ml from tfie courage and skill which he had. 
I in fig'liting; two severe battles, and gaining, 
twn important victories. The promotion 
lie hail ill i^iiL soii^fiit in the purlieus of 
iball awaited him in the city ; he became 
man; be became Lord Mayor; and, having 
wd the lucrative civic uRice of Chamberlain. 
I placed liiut for life in aiBuent circumstances, 
ired, while in the prime of life, from a poll- 
warfare, of whicli lie had accomplished all 
urposee, by reaping its must valued fruita ] 
I the rest of his days in the support of thq 
nment ; never raised his voice for reform, or 
•ce, or tu mitigate the hostility of our court 
ia the country that liad afforded him shelter in 
nishment ; nor ever quitted the standard of tb? 
try when it marshalled its followers to assaulla 
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oo the constitutfoii, compsred idth iMAl al 
lie had ever even invented against Lord Bute 
into mere inaignificance. 

That the folly of the government, conei 
with the excited and sulky temper of the time 
ginally enabled Wilkes to drive so gainful a ti 
patriotism, with so small a provision of the c 
generally deemed necessary for embarking 
there can be little doubt. In any ordinary ci 
stances, Ids speculation never could have suoo 
In most of the qualities required for it, h 
exceedingly deficient. Though of good ms 
and even of a winning address, his personal a] 
ance was so revolting as to be hardly h 
High birth he could not boast ; for his &thc 
a respectable distiller in Clerkenwdl. Of fi 
he had but a moderate share, and it was all 
before he became a candidate for popular fk 
and his circumstances were so notorious!]! 
perate, that he lived for years like a mendica 
patriotic subscriptions. Those more steriing > 
ties of strict moral conduct, rcjgeJBX tA 
habits, temperate and prudent bduivimir, 
industrious life-*qualities which are geoeiml 
quired of public men, even if mote sape 
accomplishments should be dispensed wit] 
had absolutely nothing of; and the most fli 
violations of deoenoy on moral as wdl as ni 
Matters wece committed, wvre known, wei 



aid were overlooked by the multitude, In 
ion of their favourite eiiampion, who yet 
address to turn against one of his anta- 
a clerical gentleman, some of those feelings 
InglisI) people in behalf of decorum, all of 
is own life was passed in openly outraging, 
ighter btit very important aecomplishmenta 
ill ao prominent a place in the patriotic 
1, ^reat eloqneace, and a, strong and mas> 
ityle in writin<i;, he had bnt little. Hib 
tions are more pointed than powerftil ; hlB 
Bs &T more than his passions g-low ; and as 
er, when he did speak, which wat but 
le showed indeed some addrera and much 
' of mind, but bo force, uidptodsoed 
any effect. Horace Walpols eottstendy 
I him as devoid of all power of speskii^. 
readinsBs, an anecdote is preserved which 
worth relating. Mr. Luttrell And tie were 
* on the Brentford hustings, when he asked 
Tsary privately, whether be thought there 
>re fools or rogues among the multitude of 
I apread out before them. " 1 11 t^l them 
u say, and put an end to you," sud tbe 
; but perceiving tbe threat gave Wilkee ao 
e added, " Surely you don't meui to mtj 
Id stand here one hour after I did ao 7 "— 
' the answer waa, "you would not be aUTe 
luit after."— "How so?" — "I aHmild 
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merely say it was a fiibricatioii, and the 
.destroy you in the twinkling of an eye ! " 
. If we are to judge of his speaking by 
few samples preserved of it^ we should ind 
a very humble estimate of its merits, 
declamation about rights, and liberties, anc 
and corruption, with hardly the merit of 
ordinary common-places on these hackneyc 
seem to fill up its measure — ^with neither 
argument, nor point, nor any thing at all 
new in the handling of the threadbare 
But what it wanted in force it probably m: 
fury ; and, as calling names is an easy wo 
the enraged multitude as easily are plea 
what suits their excited feelings, gratif 
craving which excitement produces for i 
mulus. That he fidled, and signally fidle 
ever he was called upon to address an 
which rejects such matter, is very certa 
Parliament he was seldom or never heard 
own case had ceased to occupy the public a 
and nothing can be worse than his addrc 
Court of Common Fleas when he was di 
The occasion, too, on which he failed wa 
one, when a victory for constitutional prin 
been gained perhaps by him—- certainly ii 

* ** He has so little quickness, or talent for pu 
tng, that he would not be heard with patience."— 
Sir H. Mum, iL 22.) 



k All the people of London were hanging; on 
< li|i3 of their leader ; yet nothing could be 
rse or feebler than his speech, of which the bur- 
I was a topic as much out of place as possible in 
oart of justice, where the strict letter of the law 
1 alone prevailed, and that topic was verily 
idled with miserable inefficiency. " Liberty, 
lords, liberty has been the object of my life I 
lerty " — and so forth. He miglit about as well 
e suDg a song, or lifted his hat and given three 

B his writings, especially his dedication to Lord 
te of ' Roger Mortimer,' a tragedy, bis notes 
.Warhurlon, and his ironical criticism on the 
sker'a reprimand to the Frinters, we trace 
sh of that power of wit and of humour which 
poeseesed to an extraordinary degree in private 
i^. The last of these three pieces b by &r 
best, though he himself greatly preferred the 
t It must be allowed, however, that neither is 
J original ; and that both might easily enough 
-e occurred to a diligent reader of Swift, Addi- 
, Arbuthnot, and of Bolingbroke's dedication 
Walpole, under the name of D'Anvers — a very 
erior production in all respects to the dedication 
Soger Mortimer. 

Jf his convivial wit no doubt can remain. Gibi 
I, who passed an evening with him in 1762, 
2B both were militia officers, says, " I scarcely 
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ever met with a better companion; lie Ims ion 
haustible spiritSy infinite wit and hnmonr^ and ) 
great deal of knowledge;** he adda» '<a thonmgl 
profligate in j^rinciple as in piactioe; hia 111 
•tained with every vice, and hia oonvwaatioB fit] 
of bla^hemy and indecency ; thete morale h 
glories in; for shame is a weakness he has Jo«| 
since surmounted." This, no doubt, is greatly ei 
aggerated, and the historian, believing him raal^ 
to confess his political profligacy, is perhapa ii 
error also, — '^ He told us that in this time of puhll 
dissension he was resolved to make hia fikrtune.' 
Possibly this was little more than a variety of U 
well-known saying to some one who was &wningoi 
him with extreme doctrines — **I hope you don*! 
take me for a Wilkite." 

Of his wit and drollery some passeges an 
preserved in society; but of these not mapy oh 
with propriety be cited. We doubt if hb retort H 
Lord Sandwicli be of this description, when beip^ 
asked, coarsely enough, '* Whether he thought h 
should die by a halter or by a certain disease ? " hi 
quickly said, '' That depends on whether I ensbrafip 
your Lordship's principles or your mistress." Wi 
give this in order to contradict the French aae^ 
dote, which ascribes the tnoi to Mirabeau m.i 
retort to CSardinal Maury, while sitting by him ii 
the National Assembly. I heard it myself ftp 
the Duke of Norfolk, who was present when thi 



wb place, many years before the French 
1. His exclamatiuu, powerfully humoruus 
on Lord Thurlow's Bolemn bypocrisy io 

of Lords, is well known. When that 
t« piece of cant was performed with all 
ity which the actor's iacreUible air, eye- 
ce, could lend the imprecation, " If I 
sovereign, may my God forget me I" — 
ited on the steps of the throne, eyeing 
:e with his inhuman squint and demoniac 
«red, " Forget you ! Ue '11 see you 
It." 

lUty remains to be added, but that a 
ind for a dem^ogue essential. Ue was 
ns man. Neitlier politically nor per- 

he know what fear was. Into no risks 
ty did he ever hesitate to rush. From 

individually was he ever known lo 
he meeting which he gave Secretary 
id which nearly cost him his life, was 

unnecessary ; he might easily have 

and when a wild young Scotch officer, 
bes, asked satisfaction for something said 

country, he met no refusal of his absurd 
ut was ordered on a distant serv ice before 
!pair to Flanders, whither Wilkes went 
Q, after the Mareschal's Court of Francs 
ct«d K meeting in that country. 
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Some of the other honourable feelingB which 

usually found in company with bravery nem gc 

rally to have belonged to him. He was a in 

apparently, of his word. In his necessities, thoi 

he submitted to eleemos3rnary aid for peconi 

supplies, and maltreated his wife to relieve 

embarrassments, he yet had virtue enough to av 

the many disreputable expedients which have m 

the condition of the needy be compared to the : 

possibility of keeping an empty sack upright. ] 

worst offence, and that which brings his hone 

into greatest discredit, is certainly the playin| 

game in political virtue, or driving a commeroe 

patriotism, which the reader of his stoiy is oi 

stantly struck with ; and in no instance does t 

appear more plainly than in such attempts at pi 

dering to the passions of the people, as his addre 

ing a canting letter to the Lord Mayor, when 

refused, as Sheriff of London, to attend the pi 

cession to St. Paul's on the occasion of the Ejn| 

accession. He grounds his refusal on the prefoei 

he gives to ^' the real administration of justice, a 

his unwillingness to celebrate the accession of 

prince under whose inauspicious reig^ the Com 

tution has been grossly and deliberately violatoi 

That this wtts a measure to catch mob applause 

proved by his sending a draft of his epistle 

Junius for his opinion, and in his -note, indofli 
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he calls the proceeilin^ a 
■AtL's Junius, i. 324.) 

welt loRger upon this celebrated, rather 
noted, person thau may seem lo be in 
or Leepiu)^ with a represeotacion of the 
hich he figures ; because it is wholesome 

ing the polished manners of Willies, and tbnt be 
lb in good social}', lomeiFhiit in the bisl, itisun- 
Ldmit that his turn of mind was not in some sort 
ess his letters to Junius throughuul — pardcu- 
irs wherein he describes Junius's priTOte com- 
ohim PS "stirring tipkia spirilsliltBa Haa/nmi 
aks the " greBt uoknown " to accept of— wh«t ? 
nable MSS. ? Intertrstiug infbrmatian? No 

to the Lord Mayor's dinner — ^crewded dinner 
Jj Msjnress's fir li'Ss lolorablc liall, with n hint 

Junia, if there he one." — Woodfau, !, 328, ■ 
SI 7, 1 staled mj strong opiaioQ in the House of 

Wilkes's character, and the shame that his 
>ugbl on the people of England for a time, Mr, 
xpressed his thanks to me, and conflrmed mj 
Mr, Canning, however, obaerrcd that Wilke* 
leans a singular instance of demagogoes not 
ible, and aildt-d, 

night o' th' stiire, and represents them all," 
inggeroted view certainly. Sir Philip Pranda, 
afVr, remonstrated strongly with me, in tb« 
iher friends, for saying anj^ing in disparage^ 
m run down by the Court. He regBiJed the 
ally aggra-^aled by the praise which li»d been 

Mansfield, agunst whom he inveighed bitterly, 
is objurgation, so precisely that of JnBmi upon 

was much 'emnrk^ il (he linK. 
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to coDtemplate the nature^ and reflect upofl 
fiite, of one beyond all othen of his daj the id 
the moby the popular fiiTOurite; one ivho, b 
force of their applause, kept so fiv a fbotii^ 
the better part of society as to be very little bU 
very cautiously abjured, by those most filled 
disgust and with detestation of his praetiees. 
is an addition to the chapter on the subject, aL 
suggested by the French revolution. The m 
Parliament, the members of the popular partf , 
perhaps the single exception of Lord Chat 
while they would have viewed with utter scon 
approaches he might make to their intii 
nevertheless were too much afraid of losing 
countenance of the multitude he ruled ov« 
express their strongly entertained sentiments c 
great demerits. They might not so iu dis| 
themselves as to truckle in their measures; 
never certainly courted him by extending 
patronage to himself or his accomplices ; but 
were under the powerful influence of intimidi 
and were content to pass for his fellow-labouri 
the Whig vineyard, and to suppress the feelings 
which his conduct in public and private life 
them, rather than encounter his vengeance 
risk the loss, the temporary loss, of mob app] 
How base does such conduct now appear, and 
noble is the contrast of Lord Chatham's man! 
portment in the eyes of impartial posterity ! 



tun. it^ 

It Uiv fU). tin niud mhI tutui Utwlunaiuii, uT 
iw'a &mi^-tlio titter itblivloii tnio wblch hi* 
oMiift bw ptuMNl for all |>iir]HMiM Mvf> th* 
mttnuicw of lilti \Uv» — ilm vwry ruliin (if lib 
•liod 1)0 Kiiigor oxislin^ iii oiir [luUikuU lilatut^ 
M ftfiiinti uLtu a Miluliiry li'wiii tu Uia fUlovrvn 
) multiluUtt, — thuM wlu) nuty oourt tlw a}^ 
a of tho hour, aiul r«)(iilitt<> tbttir comluot 
rda tliu iwopio, nut by lliolr own toiuid luid 
4«u|ioua (iptuioiK of what i« right, but by tlin 
I lo ^11 biiio ill diilug wlini ui |iluu>jii|i(, 
to Kvotil giving the dbiilcwura lliat «rbM 
lolling wtioltwime tliouKh iin))aliitAbl« tnillM. 
tr tiutn morv pniiduruil to tlio appfitll** of Did 
than Wilkt'H ; nvvvr political pimp gnvo nmn 
irin i?i)iik>iiliiit>iit til liiii piii|)li>yi<rH, llitviiiK 
oonl and ■turdy EnglUh, and not tha TolllU* 
fonatile Irish, to deal with, ha dunt not do or 
H he chose himwlfi but wa« oompelled to 
V that he might wem to laid i or at laait to 
wo itepi with liii followers that h« might gtt 
to go three with him. He dared not d«Q«lv« 
grouly, eluiiuiily, oponly, Impudeiitl^— darad 
all them opptwite itorlai in the lama braath— 
thein one advloo to-<bty and tha contrary to* 
ow— pledge hlmiwlf to a doHti tbln|ta at ona 
ho lame time i then come bufbre thnn with 
' one pledge unradoemed, and uk tliolr volow, 
lik (heir money too, on the vredU of •• uany 
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more pledges tendered for the soooeeffing 
year — all this with the obstinate and jealoa pe 
of flngland was out of the question ; it oonld 
have passed for six weeks. But he committei 
great, if not as gross, frauds upon them ; ab 
their confidence as entirely, if not so shamefii 
catered for their depraved appetites in all the 
dainties of sedition, and slander, and though 
violence, and unreasonable demands ; insteai 
using his influence to guide their judgment, 
prove their taste, reclaim them from bad coui 
and better their condition by providing for t 
instruction. The means by which he retained t 
attachment were disgraceful and vile. Like 
hypocrite, his whole public life was a lie. 
tribute which his unruly appetites kept him f 
paying to private morals, his dread of the o 
or his desire to use them for Ids selfish ] 
poses, made him yield to public virtue; and 
never appeared before the world without the n 
of patriotic enthusiasm or democratic fury- 
who in the recesses of Medmenham Abbey, 
before many witnesses, gave the Eucharist U 
ape, or prostituted the printing-press to mult 
copies of a production that would dye with blui 
the cheek of an impure. 

It is the abuse, no doubt, of such popular coui 
that we should reprobate. Popularity is fiur f 
being contemptible; it is often «n honoun 
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i; wlii^n duly eArnud, always & Ivttl at 
I or evil reiiisteii. But tube of a pure 
lUtt kind it miiiHt liave uiiq stjini[»~-thc 
f one safe and ccrtAiii die ; it niiut be 
rity thot follows good actions, not tlint 
run afler. I4or can we do a graatcr 
the peofile themselves, or read a morg 
I lesson to tlie race, above all, of rising 
than to mark how much the niock- 
] mob-seeker, the parasite of the giddy 
falls into the very worst faults for which 
;n are wont the most loudly lo mitidcmn, 
heartily to despiM'. <\i<- I'ouilly fuwuers 
les. Flattery, indeed I obtequioutneM.) 
igl "What courtier of them all ev« 
pains to soothe an irritable or to pleaM 
is prince than Wilkes to anuBge tbe 
ain the favour by humouring the pre- 
the mob? Falsehood, truly! intrigue I 
1 Wliere did ever titled suitor for pro- 
/ his plots more cunningly, or Bpresd 
I his net, or plant more pensively in the 
rons by which the waiters upon royal 
■ge to themselves and to their country 
t they may also fasliion the ladder they 
uiit by, tlian the patriot of the city did 
he nuiltitude, whose slave he made him- 
he might be rcwariled with their sweet 
so rise to wealth and to power ? WhoD 
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he penned the letter of cant about adnalnhtifflag 
justice, rather tlian join in a procession to hoMNir 
the accession of a prince whom in a private pallllM 
he covered over thicic and threefold with ttelHwi 
of his flattery, he called it himself a ^* vmomnnJ' 
When he delivered a rant about liberty befion Iht 
reverend judges of the land — the speaking kw cf 
the land — he knew full well that he was boI 
delighting those he addressed, but the mob out ef 
doors, on wliose ears the trash was to be echM 
back. When he spoke a speech in Pkurliameol ef 
which no one heard a word, and said aside to A 
friend who urged the fruitlessness oftheatMlfl i 
at making the House listen — *^ Speak it I mmH^ 
for it has been printed in the newspapers thia haV 
hour" — he confessed that he was acting a ftlH 
part in one place to compass a real object il. 
another ; — as thoroughly as ever minister did wM 
he aiTected by smiles to be well in his prince's goil 
graces before the multitude, all the while kiioirli| 
that he was receiving a royal rebuke. When It 
and one confederate in the private room of a tavetl 
issued a declaration, beginning, ** We, the peepb 
of England," and signed ** by onler of the meeting/ 
— ^he practised as g^ross a fraud upon that pei^ 
as ever peer or parasite did, while ailbcting to-plM 
for the prince's smiles, and to be devoted to li 
pleasure, in all the life they led consecrated to tfp 
furtherance of their own. It is no obj< Bt of ■)■• 
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exalt courtly arts, or undervalue popular courses ; 
wiah have I to over-estimate the clainiu of aris- 
HBcy at the cost of lowering; the people. Both 
[HUtiDeitts of our mixed social almcture demand 
oally our regard ; but let the claims of both be 
t on their proper footing. We may say, and 
ry sincerely say, with Cicero — " Omnes boni sem- 
r nobiiilati favemus, et quia utile est rdpublice 
biles homines esse digiios majoribus mis ; et quia 
let, apod nw, clarorum hominum et beoe de 
^blica meritonim memoria, eliam mortuorum."* 
Vo Sect.) These are the uses and these the 
irita of the aristocratic braoch of our system ; 
lile the mean arts of llie courtier only degrade 
} patrician character. Bnt meitD m they mn, 
lb vileness does not exceed that of the Hk« 
a fnsctised towards the multitude t nor is the 
r«reign Prince whose ear the flatterers essay to 
kle that they may deceive him for their own 
rpota, more entirely iojured by the deception 
dch withholds the truth, than the Soverdgn 
ople is betrayed and undone by those who, for 
■r own vile ends, pass their lives in supprearing 
iricNome truth and propagatii^ ptqtular de- 



' AD good men ever favoar nobility, both beeaoic it is 
te eomnirai weal that nobles should be worthj of their 
Mil II I. aixi became we cberiih the memory even after their 
A af great men who have deierved well of the oonntry. 
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tation'sorrounded widi the respect doe to die rap 
lives of a great people. Thej speak of our rlgn 
the country reproaches us with weaknen. 

Page 86. 
It was a cause decided, but not tried. 

Ibid. 
Ouoe more, President of Assassins, wiitthoa he 

Page 98. 

M7 name is Danton ; my residence will aoon b 
nihilation ; my name will live in the Pantheon of I 

Ibid. 

Oh my well-beloved ! must I quit thee ? — Dan 
weakness ! Lead on ! 

Page 110. 

The companion of peace, the ally of ease, elc 
is the child of a government already well settled.. 

Page 113. 
Hold your peace, killer of oxen I 

Ibui, 
Why, 1 have killed some that had more sense thi 

Md. 

Decree that he be put — 

Decree that I am an ox, and thou mayeat butc 
thyself. 

Page 143. 

In short, I am no longer able to apeak, nor- 
hold my toogne. 

KNB OF YOI*. V. 
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LORD ELLENBOROUGH. 

luld not be easy to fijid a. greater confi'ast be- 
two individuals rilling places of the Kunie 
than the great judge whoae character we have 
contemplating afforded to one of the most 
int that have flourished in later times, Lord 
borough. In some respects, indeed, iie pre- 
1 a contrast to all other judges ; for he broke 
gh most of the conventional trammels which 
high fuuctionaribs generally impose upon 
«Ives, or fancy that others expect to be- 
Far from abounding in that cautious clr- 
pection, that close adherence to technical 
ieties, that restraint of hb mind to the mere 
■I in hand, he despised even much of what 
to form ordinary discretion ; and is so much 
ated by inC-rior natures as the essence 
im, but ao justly valued by calculating onet 

I- VI. ^ 
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as the guarantee of success. Of compromise 
whether regarding his opinions or his wislwSi b 
knew not the meaning ; of fear, in any of its wioa 
and extensive provinces, he knew not even tb 
name; or, if he saw its form, yet he denied ife 
title, held its style in mockery, and would not 
even for an instant, acknowledge its sway. Fn 
indeed, from cradling himself within the details oi 
a subject, he was wholly averse to such narrai 
views of (larticulars ; and took a large and com* 
manding survey of the wliole, which laid opa 
before him all its parts and all their relatioH 
Bred a pleader, he, however, on coming to the 1m| 
early showed that he only retained the neecM 
technical knowledge which this preparatory pnuitNl 
had bestowed on him ; and he at once dashed inli 
the leading branch of the profession. The hmam 
case of Mr. Hastings — the opprobrium of Engtiri 
justice, and, through mismanagement and pai 
violence, the destruction of the greatest rem 
afFonlcd by our constitution — soon opened to 
Law the highest walks of the bar. He 
defendant's leading counsel ; and his talents, 
as a lawyer and a speaker, shone forth conspi 
even uix)n that great occasion of oratorical di 
— the only fruits produced by this proceedinj;, 
costly to tiie country, so much more costly still 
tlic free constitution of England. He soon 
to the unrivalled lead of the Northern Circuit, 
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^icti, by birth, he belan^'inl : liUfuthorliiivinirbi'oii 

Kiihop of Onrliflle, and hiingelf h'trn nt llie vltla^'o 

rSklkulil,* in Oiimberlaiitl. In Wfutniiniilm' Hnll 

had alwi [piiKl Buccesa, thoujfh he never roue 

ire fnti] the flrat lead i having iiidoeii to oontund 

ttimaitnblerivulg, mul among: thpin with Hriikjim, 

t E^-Atiuit tuivocate of all. Lanl Kimynn, whtiMi 

hmiir fur thi« illustrious ornanutnt of his court I 

> already had occasion to reiuarlt, wns fell, nt 

fuppoaed by Mr. Lnw, lo be partial more flian 

un« him' to this formidnblB anta^nist ; and a 

to which this feeling gnve Hue is of>fln 

t,ftnd irith jnHtice, as Rliigukrly liappy. Mr. 

Use had been, gomcwbut more than iraa IiIm 

:tloe with any adversary, Iriiimphing over him, 

m Hr. Law, first addressing him ond then Lnrd 

lyon, thiitidered forth these finn, and eJipressive, 

perf<!clly applicable lines, with the volume of 

Ide wlitcii h(i posaessed l>eyontl most men — 

[ Dieta ferox ; Dl me torrent el Jupiter hnwin. 

Here he bowed earciutically to the Chi<.<f Juitina, 
Mile he dwelt and i«u3tid upon tho name of the 

kcavenly nrcht-lypL-. 

• This TiUiigp IB noiT remarknble u the residence of Mr, 
^kin, a man of die ninst ileriing merit an an astronomer 
md maker of exquiaite telescopes; futlier of Dr. Onsliin, 
•te tutor of JesiiB Collpgc, Cambriiigc, >o well known for 
Ua mathematicat aciumptiiluneiit*. 

b2 
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As a lawyer, without being very profi>imdy 
confining his learning to the ordinary matten 
common law, he yet knew quite enough forordir 
occasions; and afterwards, as generally hap] 
with able men, greatly extended his informa 
when raised to the bench. As an advocate he 
vigorous, impressive, adventurous ; more dai 
than skilful ; often, from his boldness, not a 
leader ; always despising the slow progress, the 
•direct avenues to victory, which the rules of 
prescribe; — always preferring to vault over 
istacles, follow the shortest line, and cut the 1 
rather than waste time in untying it. But 
could powerfully address the feelings, whethe 
rouse indignation at cruelty, or contempt at fh 
or scorn at meanness. For his own nature 
nothing harsh in it, except his irascible tem 
•quickly roused, as quickly appeased ; his n 
was just, abhorring any deviation from equ 
his nature was noble, holding in utter conte 
everything low or base ; his spirit was open, ma 
honest, and ever moved with disgust at anytl 
false or tricky ; Iiis courage was high, leaving '. 
more scorn than compassion for nerved less i 
than his own. Nor was it only the thunder of 
fierce declamation — very effectual, though so 
what clumsy, and occasionally coarse — with wl 
he could prevail against an adversary, and ma 
an audience. He had no mean power of zidic 
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playful as a mind more strong tliaii ri.'OiiLHi timtd 
ke it; wliile of sarcasm lie was an iMuiiiiiiit pro- 
lor, but of the kuid which hocks, niicl tuare, niiil 
s ilfi victims, rather tliaii ilentroys by ciittiiiy; 
inly. His vigoroui underalaiidiiit;, tioldlrig nu 
offship with anything tliat was potty or pultryi 
urally saw the contemptible or inconsistent, and 
refore, in this wise, ludicrous upoct of ihingui 
' did he apply any restraint on thin propennity of 

nature wben lie came Into Btatlotii where It 
Jd less freely be indulged. lli« interrogatlva 
ilamation in Lord Melvllte'H coic, whun tb* 
ty's ignorance of Iiaving taken aecumnioduliou 

of the publio fund was allegwl— indewi. waa 
■ved — may be remembered as very picturetque, 
ugh perliaps more pungent tlian dignilled. 
fot know money ? Did he see it when it glit< 
■d? Did he hear it when it chinked?" On 
l>encli iie had the very well known, but not 
f eloquent Iteury Hunt before liim, who, in 
igation of an expcctcKl sentence, spoke of soma 
) " complained of his dangerous eloquence." — 
'hey do you great injustice, sir," said the con- 
rate and merciful Chief Justice, kindly wanting 
relieve liint from all anxiety on tliis charge, 
er he had been listening to two conveyancer! 
a whole day of a long and most technl 
ument in silence, and with a whulcNome few 
i;thening it by any interrupliun wbateYtfJI 
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of tliem in reply to a remark from another ji 
said, '' If it is the pleasure of your lordshipt t\ 
should go into that matter" — " We, sir,** sale 
Chief Justice, ^^ have no pleasure in it any n 
When a favourite special pleader was makin] 
excursion, somewhat unexpected by his hea 
as unwonted in him, into a pathetic topic — " 
we, sir, rather getting now into the high s 
mental latitudes ? " 

It M'as observed with some justice, that his pe 
occasionally, with his manner, reminded mi 
Johnson. When meeting the defence of an a 
cate for a libel on the Prince Regent, that i< 
been provoked by the gross, and fulsome, and 
flattery of some comipt panegyrist — " What," 
he, " an offence against the law of the land 
yoked by an offence against the laws of taste I 
frail is the tenure by which men hold their i 
tation, if it may be worn down and compror 
away between the mischievous flattery of ful 
praise and the open enmity of malignant abi 
But it was observed with much less correc 
that his sarcasms derived adventitious force 
his Cumberland dialect. From his mannei 
voice, both powerful, both eminently character 
they assuredly did derive a considerable a 
legitimate accession of effect. But his dialec 
of little or no avail ; indeed, except in the 
nouncing of a few words, his solecisms wer 
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■able. It was a great mistake to suppose 

ich pronunciations as MarclianI, Hnriford, 

rovincial; they are old EngSiHli, and came 

tinm wlien tlie Bpdling was as I have now 

the words. He was of those, too, who wtd 

in" and " Bruniinagmn ;" but thia, too, is 

oil old English dialect, and waa always used 

Perceval, who nevur crossed the Trent 

vice a year going the IMidland Circuit. 

, a lover of the Sasoa dialect, iu like 

always so epoke ; and preferred Gales, 

heer, and G ro j jie, to Cadiz, Shire, and 

)n his powerful mind waa brought to bear 
iny question that came before him, whether 
alone at Nisi Prim, or with his brethren 
ic, the impression ivhich he made upon it 
nmediate, sure, and deep. Sometiniea it 
•d the modification of the whole court re- 
what he had done alone ; soraetiines the 
isition of his fellows sitting with him ; but 
le was always great, and no man doubted 
:rgy or could avoid feeling tjte weight of his 

Books are perhaps not the only quarters 
r wo should resort to find tiiu memorials of 
f Judge's leuniing or talenis for tranxacting 
I buiiine.ss. All that relates to sittings and 
t — that in, nearly two-thirds of his judicial 
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labours, and by far the most important portion ol 
thorn — leaves no trace wliatever in these valuable 
Kepertories of legal learning. Yet the Term 
lieports bear ample testimony to the vigour of this 
eminent individual's capacity, during the eighten 
yonrs tiiat ho filled the first place among the 
Eiit»:lish Common Law judges. 

J lis manner has been already mentioned in one 
particular. It was nmch more faulty in another, 
lie was somewhat irascible, and occasionally evM 
violent. But no one could accuse him of the least ptr> 
tiality ; his honest and manly nature ever disdainei 
as much to trample overbearingly on the humbk^; 
as to crouch meanly before the powerful. He ini| 
sometimes impatient ; and, as his mind was rathflli 
strong than nimble, he often betrayed hastineH oC 
conclusion more than he displayed quickneai of 
apprehension. This slowness was shown by Ul 
actually writing his speeches for many years afiM 
he was a leader ; and, to the end of his professioM] 
life, he would occasionally commit to paper portk 
even of his intended reply to the Jury. It 
consequence of this power of his understanding, 
of liis uniform preference of the plain, sound, 
moil -sense views which vigorous minds prefer, 
refinements or subtleties were almost as littlel 
his liking, as to the taste of his more coldi 
cautious successor. But he was not so much 
turbed with them. They gave him little vea 
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ther poiitributed to his inirlh, or furnUlied 

jr Ills BarcBstic commentary. " It waa re- 

saiti liGj respecting a soroeivliat refined 

ite a new gloss of Mr. Scarlett upon a weU- 

malter — " It was reseFved for tlie ingenuity 
iflieth of Geo. III. [lie was speakiiig in tUe 
IIOJ lo hit upon this crotchet." 
■ive any samples of this eminent person's elo- 

when at tlie bar would wot be very easy, 
I in his time the practice had not been 
oed of publtshiug corrected reports of 
y trials; and till tlie speeches of Mr. 

and Lord Erakine were collected in very 
tinios, no such works liail ever been given 

public, at least in tliis coiijitry. Hut I 
ten so fortunate as to obtain the short-band 

■ notes of Mr. Law's celebrated Defence of 
;s ; and a careful perusal of it had fully 

me tiiat its merits fully answer its reputa- 
d that his great forensic powers have not 
erraled by tliu general opinion of Weslmin- 
.11, Tliei-e ia a lucid order in the statement 
details, stru^ling as he did with the vast . 
i and repulsive materials of Ins subject, and 

nmnly vigour in the argument, far more 

■ to his cause than any rlielorieal display. 
;re is al.-^ much of the pur<«t and most 
: cloqiicricc. The topics and tlie illustra- 
3 felieitfiiisly chosen ; the occasional fi(;ure» 
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3 chastely but luminously introduced ; the jctioi 

pure and nervous, marked by the love of fltron^ 
nd homely phrase which ever breathed in hit dirt 
jourse ; the finer passages have rarely been tm 
passed by any effort of forensic power, and must ban 
produced a great effect under all the disadvantaga 
of an exhausted auditory and a worn-out OOD' 
troversy, and would have ranked with the moil 
successful exhibitions of the oratorical art had 
been delivered in the early stage of the trial, 
all had become, for the reasons so skilfully si 
in the exordium, flat and lifeless. The folia 
two passages will serve to justify my opinion. Thi 
first is a portion of the beautifully and skilfnl^ 
elaborated exordium ; the second is a part of tkf 
peroration, and may fairly be set in compariio 
with Mr. Burke's celebrated pan^^ric on H 
Fox:— 

'^ To a taste thus pampered, and I had alnr 
said corrupted, witii such luscious delicacies, 
have nothing left that we can oflTer but the y 
and simple food, I had almost said the dry J 
of fact and argument. 

" But, my lords, we have, on another ac 
reason to anticipate the dissatisfaction and r 
of your lordships. Not only the manner in 
this subject will be treated must be more 
than that to which you have been hith* 
customed, but the subject itself and every a 
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ice has lost the attractive grace and' 
h of novelty. This solemn scene, the 
ed splendour of everything that is dig- 
illustrious in the variou3 orders of thii 
acted community, — the dazzling dxqpUty 
ied and valuable distinctions with whldk 
1 of our country has at all times adorned 
I, eminent virtue, brilliant valour, pro^ 
pning,— everything, in short, which is 
nd sacred in the display of the supreme 
tion of British justice, — has, by the 
of its exhibition, lost much of that dahn 
ttention and warm interest which it once 
much of that favour which it lent to 
Ports of tliose whose great faculties little 
!h adventitious aid to arrest the attention 
Id. 

rds, the province which our duty assigns 
Dther accounts, equally irksome and dis- 
cus. To detect brilliant fallacies, to 
clous errors, is at all times a thankless, 
and uninteresting office. To dispel the 
misrepresentation which have been for 
pars gathering over the public life and 
f the gentleman at your bar within that 
portion of time which the public 
and, what at our hands is equally deserv* 
usideration, the tortured and almost ex* 
tieuce of our client, will allow us, is 
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hardly within the compass of the same talcD 
which have imposed this burden on us, but beyon 
the reach of all reasonable hope with those meant 
faculties on which this Herculean labour rest 
Struggling, therefore, against so many oatun 
and so many artificial difficulties, enhanced by tl 
inevitable effect at once of anticipation and < 
fatigue, where can the advocate look for comfor 
or from whence derive any reasonable source < 
hope?" 

TJie following is taken from the peroration : — 
" My lords, I last of all present you with thi 
praise which shall embalm his memory when ) 
shall be no more, and whilst he lives sba 
enable him to look down with indifference ax 
with scorn upon the most malignant efibrts < 
his bitterest enemies. The people of India i 
this respect well adopted the practice of tl 
ancients in delaying their sacrifices to hero 
till afler sunset. They waited not only till tl 
beams which had warmed and cherished them wei 
withdrawn, but they waited till the object of the 
regard had well nigh set in dark clouds of dii 
astrous night : they waited till it was told, to tli 
grief and astonishment of their distant land, thi 
tlie beneficent author of so much good to them «i 
arraigned by his countrymen as the cause of thci 
oppression, vexation, degradation, and disgraeB 
Boused by these sad tidings, the rude but grateti 
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wtin hiu) ti«wn nillpil liy Mr. irnatin^ fVoin 
U nml riiriTNtii iif Ri^nwaiiin to atMitidoii tho 
of «avii([<i llfij mill til liiato tho coTiifurt* of 
td exUtatice,— the {lilgrhn wliii Imi] bean 
tsd in hU annual vliil* to tho lioJIuweil ihrlno 
tiU forofallicira hud wnn>lil[ipod, — tb^ priiiae» 
ul l)ci>ii rBlHcd iiji, t^atiibllNhoil, «iii) prutvi'tod 
I pownr, — thu biimlilti citixen to ivhoin ha 
nnimunlcatod tba Invdunhlo blawhign of a 
r adinliiiitratlnn of Imparlitl anil enllgbteiiad 
, — RDcb M ho wut Ruverdly IiIohbiI, and 
Loconlln^ tu lii* Mjvoriil rltnal, lavoknt tha 
object of hill faith and f«ir In aultituii uftMt- 
of his tlianhfulniM* fur tbnt h<'i)e(lt)urit oil* 
ration wIiiHi, \uu\ur tho iirovldenoe of our 
>n FiitliiT, limi li<!(tn tliu nppoliitail nioani of 
ig iliiwii H'l iimijy iilumiMgd on tlivir heads." 
H ti'it p<iMiililii to quit lliix Hiitijiict wltljout 
iniirn (-xprciwiiig tho m>i»iii now g<-norBl]y 
liiiiil liy ull iiiipurtjul men uf lliu griHU and 
UijiiHtii-o u1ij<:li iiiiirki'il tliu wholu coiidnct 
iH ci^Miriiti'il tiii|)('[irlillll'llt. A powurdil 
|iimi'rful io ihii Ciiimitiiiiw. tliu ai^ciuwri, 
ait iiniotiif Ibii I'i-«rH, Ibu JiiiIk'''i i'iikIu the 
:lioii of un 4-miiii'iit ]iubllc wirvunt, ailmittod 
IiiiiiiIn to liikvo conritrix^ IJio Kriiuli'Ht liuneflti 
Riiiinlry, imd i-rowiKii wltii tiiiviirlud upproval 
Kniployrrn, ihii object of tbuir iilmoiit uffortl, 
it np diNiitiKlly oit a. jmrly quoitiuti. It 
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would have been enough to stamp the proceed 
with the character of foul injustice had only 
accusers been bound together, excited and 
asperated by this factious spirit; because 
accuser who prefers criminal charges is bound 
act with fairness and with candour towards 
object of his attack, and to sliow that he is o 
actuated by a painful sense of public duty. ] 
how much more foul a stain attaches to 1 
mockery of British justice, when we find 
judges themselves leagued on either side by 
same factious propensities, so that each man's t 
could as certainly be known before the dote 
the trial, nay before its commencement, as ai 
he had solemnly laid his hand on his heart f 
pronounced judgment "upon his honour;" t 
the victim of these party manoeu\Tes was kept 
the suspense of a culprit upon his trial for sei 
years ; that he was during that time tlie object 
incessant vituperation, either from the party chi 
in the Commons, or the party managers before t 
Lords, or the party writers in the press, or t 
party spouters at public meetings, and more c« 
monly from all at once, assaulting his devol 
character ; that all this invective was poured fti 
against him for many years before one word coi 
be heard in his defence, while half a genenti 
passeil away under the horror of his name, wM 
sucli proceedings were calculated to inspire ; thiti 



3, his moderate fortune, should have been 
ited with his lieahh, his spiril?, Iiig life, or 
/ei of these a long service under the eosteni 
d left unscatliecf ; and that finHlty, when men 
rgotten all but tlio eloquence of his adver- 

aad would not ILstuu to aiiother word on 
side of the tedious question, he should in his 
e be pronounced wholly guiltleas and honour 
icqiiitted, being ruined as if he liad been 
oiied — Uiese are the outrages upon all justiM 
this scandalous mockery of a. trial presents I 
also exIiibiU aiiutber result of blind fatitioiu 
nd iMtundless personal vanity, not unalloyed 
Fanaticism. Owing to this proceeding it is 
lie appointed remedy for misgoverntnunt in 
■oniititulion — tlie iiiipeacluiK-uf. of public 
-doers — has become so discredited, that it 
in little more than in the theory of the 
iment ; while, but for Lord Erskine's firm 
idicious conduct of Lord Melville's case, it 

hardly have been now mentioned even 
J the speculative posaibilities of our political 

3 chief defect of Lord Eilenborough's judicial 
;ter, not unconnected with the tiastiness of 
Tiper, also bore some relation to the vigour 
1 understanding, which made him somewhat 
nptuous of weaker men, and somewhat 
eetiing in reliance upon liiraself. He 
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not as patient and passive as a judge ough 
habitually to be. He was apt to overlook sug- 
gestions, which, though valuable, might be more 
feebly urged than suited his palate. He was 
fond of taking the case prematurely into his own 
hands. He despatched business with great celerity, 
and, for the most part, with success. But causa 
were not sifted before him with that closeness rf 
scrutiny, and parties were not suffered to bring 
forward all they had to state with that fulness and 
freedom, whicli alone can prevent misdecision, and 
ensure the due administration of justice. Theie 
was a common saying in his time, which contrast! 
the Court of Chancery under Lord Eldon with the 
King's Bench under Lord Ellenborough — "tlii 
two sides of "Westminster Hall," as the EquitJ 
and Law departments are technically called. Tfci 
one was said to hear everything and decide nothings 
the other to decide ever}'thing and hear nothing; 
But in Banc, where full time has been given 
preparation, where the court never can be take 
by surprise, where, moreover, the assistance of tl 
puisne judges is ever at hand to remedy the clii< 
defects and control his impatience, this h 
disposition and warm tcmi)erament was 
paratively harmless, and seldom produced 
chievous effects to the suitor. At Nisi Prios 
is far otherwise ; for there a false step is 
made, and it may not be easily retraced. If 



LOKD ELLENBOROtlGB. 21 

^'a power have prevented a moiferalely expe- 
nccd practitioner from taking an olijectioii in 
9 time, or from ui^ng it with suflicieut dis- 
ctnesB, his client may often be toM that he is 
) late, when he seeks to be relieved against the 
Bsequences of this mishap. So when a verdict 

I been obtained agairiiit the justice uf the case, 
i the judge, tlirough the impatience of liis nature, 
9 not disapproved it, the injury is remediless, 
muse a. new trial will in most instances be refiised, 
if granted, can only be obtained on the payment 
' all costs. There can be no manner of doubt, 
Ippreliend, that taking into the account the defect 
* mentioned, Lord Tciiterdeo was upon the 
Idle a better jiwljjf tli;iii lii^ abler and more 
jorous predecessor. But it is also clear that 

did not as promptly despatch the business of 
' sittings before him. 

The state, however, of the bar, wid the dis- 
lution of business in Lord Ellenborough's 
le, mode it mucli easier for him to give that 
patch. Had he survived to later limes, it may 

II be questioned if he couid have proceeded with 
same celerity wliich marked his reign. The 

tors as well as tiie bar were no longer the same 
ly, with whose interests and with whose advocacy 
had to deal. In his time, the whole City 
dneas was in the hands of Gibbs, Gai 
A; with occasionally, aa in tlie cas< 
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Biiitic risks, tlie iiitfrventiou of Toppii^; 
was a main ribjcct with them all to &cu 
(lespatcli f»f biiMiiess. This they eflfer 
oncu iriviiiLT up all but the arguable po' 
on wiiich tiicy immediately took the jud 
and the maintainable qiiesitions of ia 
thev went to the jurv. Fifteen o 
portant causes were thus dis]K>scd of 
more to the ^ati^faetion of the court : 
of the cuun.o*:! than to the contei 
parties or their attorneys. It is tn 
loss was, in the vast majority of init 
by any one through this kind of am 
the time of the public was eaved. 
true that every now and then a sli 
a benefit lost ; and that nothing 
such accidents but the right ecu; 
sifting each case, as if it were the 

* The mcDtion of this most hononi 
with tliri^e cas4'S ri*calls an incident 
and to the ri-Tiownwl pntfission to whii 
onuht r.<«l t'» Iw ]<a«-M'd over in silfnc 
ftf u tliousiiiid guineas was brought] 
r.:.st!i.« I'lisvs thfii ill jiro'xrt'55. His 
'•••l cithtT a doubt f»? his doinp 
■M II in the pmft'ssiou Toiu 
i retainer -, or 

e retained, d<i 
"** he nn 
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ndvocatQ was retained, or which the jud^ had 
ly. Nor rniwt it be foi^itten, that the riglit 
{sion of causes is only one, though certainly 
I most important, office of justice. Another, 
if second in imparlance to that, i^ the ^ving 
■ties satisfoctlon, — such mtisfkctioii as is enough 
t reaaonable persons, Now, as every person is 
{pressed with the idea that there is but one causa 
!Uie world, and that one his own, however unmind- 
I of tJiis the court aiid the counsel may be, cIiscoii> 
M, heart-burnings, feelings of injustice suflered, 
Kie of redress in other ways, and among these, 
llatim^s by means of other suits, is sure to be 
b in the train of Themis, when the [lape she 
bves at is too ropiti for onlhmry eyes !o follow, 
«i breaks too rudely through the surrounding 
« and feelings of iiilerest. Hence, the despatch 
acted is frequently more apparent (or what 
td Bacon calls affected) than real ; of which 
Kmarkable example used to be afTorded by 
f John Leach, whose swift decisions, without 
Sring, only produced appeals to the Great Seal. 
it in whatever way these opinions may be disposed 
,ODe thing was certain; — the kind of arrangement 
tdoh has been described as prevailing among the 
idera in Lord Ellenboraugh's time could only 
tlbuod practicable as long as the lead should be 
kfined within a very few hands. When it wm 
I all scattered, such a thing waa altogether out of 
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the question; and in Lord Tenterden's time 
distribution undeniably took place. 

But another change was also conmimmat 
which, under Lord Tenterden's predecessor, 1 
only begun to operate, and it tended materii 
both to control the speed of the bench, to prom 
the interest of the suitor, and to improve the 
ministration of justice. The bar no longer owi 
so entire a supremacy of the bench ; tlie advoc 
was not any more placed at an immeasurable < 
tance from the judge ; there was not now 1 
impassable gulf between them which formi 
had yawned before the barrister's eye. I remen 
being told by a learned sergeant, that at the ti 
of Sergeants'-inn, where the judges meet ti 
brethren of the coif to dine, the etiquette wai 
tliose days, never to say a word after the C 
Justice, nor ever to begin any topic of convenati 
he was treated with fully more than the obsequi 
deference shown at court to the sovereign himi 
Assuredly, the footing upon which judges and I 
risters have stood in receut times is as different 
can well be conceived from that on which tl 
high parties stood under Lord Ellcnboroai 
administration of justice ; and one consequenei 
the new regimen is the much greater fulnefl 
discussion, with its attendant evil, no doubt, 
mucli greater prolixity of counsel, and much ilo 
progress of business. 
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ither particular Lord Ellen borough differed 
successor, and tlie diversity originated in 
ter vigour of his facullies and his more 
lonfidence in himself. Lord Tenterdea, 
sving been a leader at the bar, could not 
he trirk " of the profession, and no harm 
ive been done had he stopped here. But 
id always to suppose tiiat an address to a 
lid be framed on the model of a special 
the counts in a declaration, only witliout 
xityaiid repetition habitual with pleaders: 
"orget tliftl the surest way of bringing out 
h ill any case is to let tlie conflicting 
and interests of parties come into their 
collision. His impatience waa thus very 
; and had his nerves been in tlie same 
)n lirm as his dislike to declamation and 
on was strong, a struggle would liave 
in which the eloquence of the bar would 
ave been extinguished, or have silenced 
omfited the Bench. In like manner, dur- 
interlocutory discussions with the counsel, 
on motions in Banc, or on objectionv 
»fore liim at Msi Prius, lie was uneaay, 
it, and indeed irascible, at nothing so much 
lacs put by way of trying what tlie court 
g out. Being wholly void of imagination 
ly cases in reply, and even without much 
« to sift the application of those put, ' 
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often lost his temper, and always treated the 1 
as ail offence. But it was chiefly in obitnic 
cross-examination, which he wholly underval 
from his utter incapability of performing his 
in it, that his pleader-like liabits bmke out. I 
he been submitted to in this matter, cross-exam 
tion would Iiave been only known as a mattei 
legal history. His coni>tant course was to i 
the couasel, by reminding him that the witi 
had already said so, or liad already sworn the c 
trary, and tliis before the question was answer 
to which it was natural, and indeed became urn 
for the counsel to make answer, tliat this wai 
very reason why the question liad been asked; 
object being either to try the witness's memc 
or to test his honesty. 

Very far otherwise was Lord Kllenboroo 
He had long and ably led while an advoa 
although he never attained the first rank in Vi 
minster Ilall, and only shone superior on 
Great Circuit of the North. lie had therefor 
fellow-feeling with the leaders before him; i 
as for any dread of their address to the jury, 
any jealousy of the jury's interference witli 
functions, or any squeamish notion of his i 
dignity suffering from the speech to the j 
going on before him, or any disinclination 
witness the utmost exertion of the advocate's • 
quence or wit in speaking, or of his subtlety 
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in crose-tixaniiuation, there waa no more 

than if lie had not been present in tlie 
when an objection was taken to evidence, 
ttempted to escape from it by denying 
Jity of the feet offered to be proved, 
question attempted to be put. He at 

his opinion, to wliieii, and justly, ha 
! pariiea entitled. Beyond interfering 
a [>roIi\ and needless statement, or,A 
uid reiterative croavexamination, or & 
from what lie deemed the point in isnie, 

interfere; and the same liberty and 
e which he hud himself enjoyed when 
:h witnesses, he freely allowed counad 
s presence. 

epresenting this contrast between the 
Justices, we must, in fairness to Lord 
bear in mind the somewhat anomaloua 
ajudge while presiding at iVm PWw*; 
the annoyance of which so vigorous ft 
s LorrI Ellenborough had no occarioD 
ron<^ in his own resources, relying on 
c qiialitiefl. Reeking no support to hii 
n any aiiventitious eircumatances, dread- 
al authority to lower it. But inferior 

not 6(1 easily bear that rivalry. The 
«d, presides over the whole proceed- 
the jury holds divisum imperium; and 
ere as the nominal chief while the 
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ad VOCatO is sometimes dealing with the witnen as 
if DO judge were present, and sometimes addrsHliig 
the jury, careless Aviiether the judgpe hean him or 
not, equally indifferent wlietlier his lordship i^j 
proves or disapproves what he says. FrinceSi it h^ 
said, cannot allow any one to address another ift^ 
their awful presence ; nay, the code of etiquette heft . 
embodied this feeling of sensitive royalty in a rait 
or niaxnn. The ruler of tlie court lias as lit 
love of a proceeding which, in the prefatory woi 
^' May it plcuiso your lordshi])," seems to 
his supreniao.y ; but in the next breath leaves '' Ul|p 
lordship " on tlic bench entirely out of view, as if 1 
were reposing on his bed, or gathered to his fill 
Few judges, accordingly, are so considerate 
be patient of eloquence, whetlier in declai 
or in witty ilhiKtration ; few regard tiiese fli{ 
otherwise than as in derogation from the 
wliicli is their own especial duo. To ad( 
paiiisions which they are forbidden to feol- 
contoniphite to])ias tliat must l)e suited to any pal 
rather than theirs — to issue jokes by whieli 
ought not to be moved, while all otliers ore 
vulsed — seems incompatible with tlicir station 
tlie })resi(ling power, or a violation of tiiat 
which it ought to inspire. Lord Teuterden, mMJ 
than most ju(Ig<^, appeared to feel this; and It 
was a feeling wliolly ftmnded in forgetfuliieis sf I 
the very nature of jury trial, as it was unwortbl 



solid sense and great sagacity. In tlie (Ua- 
Q of crimiual justice tiie case is widely 
t. The anxiety necessarily attendant upon 
je's iughly responsible office here leads him 
1 all help from the iug^iiuity of counscL 
Etddresaing the jury was allowed in cases of 
the chances of collision were of course 
mited ; hut even now nothing of the uneasy 
to which I have been adverting has been 
take place since the recent change of the 
i in criminal courts. 

lis political opinions. Lord Ellenborough 
2;inally, like the rest of his family, a mo- 
Whig. But he never mingled iu the ob- 
us or prQceedinj;s of party ; and hehl an 
:dent course, with, however, considerable 
nation, at all times, to the policy and the 
of Mr. Pitt. He joined Mr. Addington'e 
stration as Attorney -General, and came into 
lent, where he did nut distinguish himself. 
enyon's death soon after made way for him 
Teitcli ; and he was, at the iiame time, raised 
peerage. The quarrel between tliat admi- 
3n and Mr. Pitt did not reconcile liim to 
lister ; and against Lord Melville lie enter- 
i strong personal as well as party prejudice, 
broke out once and again during the pro- 
s on liis impeachment.* The accession of 
Jgs to power in 1806 was accompanied by 
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their junction with Lord Sidmouth; and as 

required to have a friend in the strangely mix 

cabinet, the unfortunate choice was made of t 

first Criminal and Common Law Judge in the lai 

of whom to make a political partisan ; — he wh< 

higli office it was to try political offences of eve 

description, and among others the daily libels u/n 

the government of himself and his colleagues. Tb 

error has ever been deemed one of the darb 

pages of Whig history. Mr. Fox made a dexteroi 

and ingenious defence, quoting a few special pn 

cedents against the most sound principles of tl 

constitution; and, with a singular forgetfblnesK 

the real case, defending an inroad on the pa 

zulministration of criminal justice by appeals to i 

stances of Civilians and Chancery lawyers sittli 

in Parliament. But Lord EUenborough's own a 

lately took occasion honestly to state that I 

father had told him, if it were to do over again, 1 

should be no party to such a proceeding. He N 

tliis in t]ic course of the discussion which I rail 

against making the Lord Chief Justice one of I 

Regency in the event of the next heir being beyo 

the seas on a demise of the crown. I may add, th 

being asked by ^Ir. Fox my opinion of his 9X\ 

nicnt the day after Mr. Stanliope's motion, the ree 

tion which he gave my strong expression of diM 

loft nie tlie stronj]^ impression that he had fully! 

the difficulties of iiis case, if not its weakness. 
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iMbenoh, it li not to bciluulMl lliat Lord 
irongh occaaioiully •uffi-rt^d ihu HtroiigUi uf 
tloBl feelings to breftk forth, uml t<> iulluenco 
I Md temper of his obtorviiiiuim. Tiiat hn 
xa any one occasion, ktiniringly lioviatml 
r"* breadth {torn jiutioi.' in tite JiMilmrgtt of 
«, is wholly untrue. Tlio ca^o wlilcii gave 

the greatest comment^ and tivm lid tu a 
« ahow of impeachmen I, wtui Lord Cooti- 

but I have the best n-n*oii to know that 
' asristed at this trial were in truth convinced 
purity ,wlth which the juJiciiil (liilivo wuro 
jed, and the equality with which JiiMicd v/m 
itered. Lord Ellenborough was not of those 
who, in directing the jury, merely read over 
ites and let tliem guees at the opinions they 
irn)e<l ; leaving them without any help or 
icnilation to form tlieir own judgments. 
)&ch case tliut come before him he had an 

1 and wiiilii he left the decision with the 
a inlimati-d liow ho thought himself This 

of performing tlio office of judge is now 
ly ftillowi-d and moxt commonly approved. 

tlio course taken by tliis great judge in 
Lord Cucliraiie and his alleged associates ; 
any of tlmso who attacked hiin for it had 
■escnt nt the trial of tlio cose which stood 
itely ln'fore it or after it in the paper. 
Id liave found LonI Ellenborough trying 
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that case in the self-same way^— 4t bets 
upon a bill of ^cchange or for goods s 
liyered. 

I must, however, be here distmotlj 
to deny the accuracy of the opinion i 
Ellenborough appears to have formed 
and deeply to lament the verdict of g 
the jury returned, after three hours' coi 
hesitation. If Lord Cochrane was at ; 
his uncle, Mr. Cochrane Johnstone's, { 
ft was the whole extent of his privity 
Having been one of the counsel eng 
cause, I can speak with some confidence 
it, and I take upon me to assert that ] 
rane's conviction was mainly owing to 
repugnance which he felt to giving u| 
or taking those precautions for his own s 
would have operated against that ne 
Even when he, the real criminal, had c 
guilt by taking to flight, and the othei 
were brought up for judgment, we, 
could not persuade Lord Cochrane to si 
loose from the contamination by aband< 

As regarded the Lord Chief Justic 
at the trial, none of us entertained an] 
he had acted impartially, according to hi£ 
and had tried it as he would have tri< 
cause in which neither political nor p 
ings could have interfered. Our onl 
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lis Lordship's refusal to adjourn aher Iha 
tutor's case closed, atJi) his re()iiiring ue to 

upon our defence at so late an hour, past 
o'clock, that the adjonrntnent took place at 
ght, and before we called our witnesses. Of 
1 I speak of the trial at Guildhall only. 

EUenborough waa equally to blame with his 
^n in tlie Court of King's Bencli for that 
Tuel and unjustifiable sentence, which at once 
d Lord Cochrane's re-election for West- 
■r when the Commons expelled him upon 
nviction, and abolir^hcd for ever the puniah- 

of Iho piiliiry, in all but one excppteti case, 
7, in which also it has pTactically ceased to 
and di^jace our criminal jurisprudence. — 
cage a person of quality, or to set him in the 
f, upon account of any crime whatever (said 
I Smith, half a century before this caae 
red), is a brutality of which no European 
nment except that of Russia is capable." — ■ 
. Senl., p. 11, § 3.) 

1833, the government of which I was a 
er restored this great warrior to his rank of 
al in oar navy. The country, therefore, in 
•-ent of hostilities, would now have the in- 
ible benefit of bis services, whom none per- 
ever e<|iialle<l in heroic courage, and whose 
ty of resources, military aa well as naval, 

him high among llie very first of com- 
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mondere. That his honours of knighthood so j 
rioiisly won should still be withholden is a stain 
upon him, but upon the councils of his count 
and afler his restoration to the service, it ii 
inconsistent and incomprehensible as cruel 
unjust. 




fciTHOuoH I had not the advantage of luiowii^ 
tk eminent person in his judicial capaoity, yet I 
hd the great pleasure of his aoquaintance, and I 
dio upon one remarkable oecosion saw him ex- 
kined as a witness upon matter partly of &ot and 
fertly of opinion ; it was before the Irish oom- 
llttee of 1839. The testimony of a judge thus 
iven bears a close reaemblance to the opinion 
'Itich he delivers in Court and the directions 
'hich he gives to a jury. Acting in both capa- 
ities under the obligation of his oath, and in 
vrsuit of notliing but tlie truth, it becomes him 
a pronounce, with most scmpuloua fairness, the 
yinioNS which he states, to relute witli the utmost 
•ecision the facts which he knows, and to weigh 
lieely every word whicli lie uses in conveying his 
htemeiit. No one who lieard the very remarkable 
tUmitiaCion of Chief Justice Bushe could avoid 
fanning the most exalted estimate of iiis judicial 
W«nu, Many of the questions to whicli he n^ 
•warily addressed liimself were involved in party 
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controversy, kindling on one side and 
great heats ; yet never was a more caln 
fair tone than that which he took and 
preserved. Some of the points wei 
nicety ; but the discrimination with 
handled them was such as seemed to 
difficulty, and dispel whatever obscuri 
the subject. The choice of his words 
felicitous ; it always seemed as if the i 
pression was selected which was the 
liarly adapted to convey the meaning, \ 
simplicity and without the least matte 
geration or of softening. The manner 
each sentence, too, betokened an anxi 
the very truth, and the slowness oflenti 
that each word was cautiously weigh 
was shed over the whole the grace of 
altogether singular for its combined i 
dignity. All that one had heard of th< 
fitscination of his manfier, both at the bf 
the bench, became easily credible to 
heard his evidencew 

If we followed him into the circle 
society, the gratification was exceedi 
Nothing, indeed, could be more delight 
conversation made no effort, not the U 
at display, and the few moments that hi 
time all persons wished to liave been 
prolonged. There was a conciseness ai 
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k exfireMuins which none who bear<i bim couM 
a^iet. The power of narrative which bo grcallj 
•tinguished him st tl>e bar wu niRvellaosly 
nwn in his funiJtur conversalion ; bat tbe ahort' 
tw, tlie condensation, formeil perhaps the featnre 
et took moBt hold of the hearer's mmnory. They 
fao passed one of hU CTtnings with him during 
at visit to London nill not easily far^ an in- 
iDce of this Diat«lile88 &culiy, and, «t the hazan) 
r doin^ it injustice, I most CDdeaTonr here to 
KBerre it. !!« was describing a Gascon iiiKi had 
M him nine, which was deetn^ed at the Cnstmn 
base fire in Dublin, and he contrived to compriw 
( a fbtr f<entent?e», to all appearance naiurall)' and 
ItVjiit pfTort, hia narraMvi- of tht- profewlinw. 
Ml two documents, and the point. — " He bad 
Bt me wine which was consumed in the Ctutom 
Imue fire, and he wrote to condole with me on the 
In to the public, but especially of the trine, 
ifcich, he said, he found was by law at the pnr- 
hsser's risk. I answered, and offered as some con- 
tlation to him the assiiirance that by law it was at 
ke risk of the seller." — Some members of the 
torthem Circuit then present were reminded of a 
grated story which the late Mr. Baron Wood 
led to be called upon to relate, in exemplification 
' tbe singular conciseness, and, I may add, fell- 
ty, of his diction.* 

■ tt would be diScalt (a name any composittoii nperior 
c3 
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But it is fit that we should turn to the mes 
Chief Justice Bushe while in the earlier per 
his life he filled a high station at the bar. 
education had been classical, and he studie 
practised the rhetorical art with great succ 
the Historical Society of Dublin UniverBit 
institution famous for having trained abov 
same time Lord Plunket to that almost unri' 
excellence which he early attained, and for h 
at a former period fostered and exercised the { 
of Grattau, and Flood, and all the eminent 
orators. The proficiency of Bushe may be 
mated from the impression which Mr. G: 
confessed that the young man had made upoE 
Having been present at one of the debates i 
scene of his former studies, and heard Bushe t 
his remark was, *' that he spoke with the lips 
angel." Accordingly, upon being called 1 
bar in 1790, he soon rose to extensive practio 
this he owed as much to his nice discretion, 
tact and the quickness which forms a Nisi , 
advocate's most important qualification, as \ 
powers of speaking. Of law he had a sofi 
provision without any remarkable store of leai 
nor did he ever either at the bar or on the 
excel in the black letter of the profession. 

in this respect to the two Tracts of Mr. Baron Wood, 
Tithe Law and its defects. They were printed, I 
pabliihed. 
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But his merit as a speaker was of the highest 
icriptiun. His power of narration has not, per- 
ls, been equalled. If any one would see this in 

greatest perfection, he has only to read the in- 
liable speech ou the Triiablcstoa cause: the 
■rative of Livy Limself does not surpass tliat 
lat eifort. Perfect simplicity, but united with 
gaiK^e ; a lucid arrangement and unbroken con- 
[ion of all (he facts ; tlie constant introduction 

the most picturesque expre:^ioD3, but never &a 
laments ; these, the great qualities of nanative, 
uuuplish its great end and purpose ; they place 
1 story and the scene before the bearer, or the 
Lder, as if he nitnessed the reality. It is un- 
lessary to arid, that the temperate, and chaste, 
i even subdued tone of the whole is unvaried 
1 unbroken ; but such praise belongs to every 
rt of this great speaker's oratory. Whether he 
^nva or argues, moves the feelings or resorts to 
Icule and sarcasm, deals in persuasion or io- 
itive, he never is, for an instant, estravagant. 
e liave not the condensed and vigorous demon- 
ition of Plunket ; we have not those niarvel- 
s figures, sparingly introduced, but whensoever 
tl, of an application to the argument absolutely 
gical ;* but we liave an equal display of chas- 

Let ao ouc hastily suppose tbnt this ia an exaggerated' 
niption of Lord Pluukel's extraordinary eloqneace. 
er« shall be fonikd such figures as those which foUoir — 
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tened abstinence, of absolute freedom fWim a 
vices of the Irish school, with, perhaps, a 
winning grace of diction ; and all who ha,ri 
nessed it agree in ascribing the greatest pon 
a manner that none could resist. The utnuw 
partial criticism could do to find a fault n 
praise the suavity of the orator at the expei 
his force. John Kemble described him as 
greatest actor off the stage ;" but he forgot tl 
great an actor must also have stood highest a 
his Thespian brethren had the scene been shi: 
In 1798 he came into F&rliament. The 
struggle of the Union was then beginning ; ! 



6sdi raising a living image before the mind, yet 
bodying not merely a principle, but the very argom 
hand — each leaving that very argument literally trai 
into figure ? The first relates to the Statutes of Limi 
or to preseriptiTe title : — ** If Time destroys the evid< 
title, the laws haye wisely and humanely made leu 
possession a substitute fbr that which has been dest 
He comee with his scythe in one hand to mow doi 
muniments of our rights ; but in his other hand the lai 
has placed an hour-glass, by which he metes oat incei 
those portions of duration which render needless th 
deuce that he has swept away." 

Explfidning why he had now become a Reformer, 
he had before opposed the question: — ^"Circnmsts 
said he, " are wholly changed ; formerly Reform cf 
our door like a felon — a robber to be resisted. He n 
preaches like a creditor ; you admit the justice of ! 
mand, and only dispute the time and the in«tj>ling 
which he shall be paid." 
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n^ gave riae, after Mr. Flimkefs, ms mads 
>. Baahe. On the measure being carried, te 
eriotia tboughta of removing to Englu>4» ftr 
oaidered Dublin as now becxtme a provlndiEt 
Tbe dtfficultiea into wkiok his luutoui^l* 
lot in uadertsking to diaobarge tbe debts nt 
unily had placed him, prevented, in all probl^ 
■, tha execution of this plan, and in the coarse 
«v years he first became Solicitor-Ocnenl va^ 
b. Flunket and Mr. Sauriu sacoeHiTely, and 
nrds, in Lord Wellesley's first vice-royal^, 
«ceeded Lord Down«s as Chief Justice of the 
''a Bench. All parties allow that during the 
I political contests which filled the period of 
een years during which he was a law-oflicer 
« crown, he performed his duty witli perfect 
ur towards the Government, but with the 
undeviating humanity and toleration toward* 
opponents in church or state. Nor has the 
h of calumny ever tarnislied the purity of his 
ial character during the twenty years that he 
Jed on the bench. He was stern in his ad- 
itration of the criminal law, but he was as 
ly impartial as he was severe. In one par- 
\T he was perfect, and it isof greatimportai 
judge ; he linew no distinction of persons 
ig those who practised before liim, unless 
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was to protect and encourage rising merit ; fl 
young advocate was ever sure of his ear, e 
when the fastidiousness of veteran practitioi 
might disregard his efforts. This kindly disposi 
he carried with him from the bar, where be 
been always remarkable for the courtesy with wl 
he treated his juniors ; indeed, it went further 
was a constant habit of protecting and enoouraj 
them. 

His oratorical excellence was plainly of a 1 
which might lead us to expect a similar succea 
written composition. Accordingly he stood t 
high among the writers of his day ; so high 1 
we may well lament his talents being bestoi 
upon subjects of an ephemeral interest. Thetr 
by which he is chiefly known as an author l» 
pamphlet on the Union, published in aoswof 
the Castle manifesto, written by Mr. Under-Se 
tary Cooke. Mr. Bushe's tract is called * Q 
your funning* and it consists of a well-8astai 
ironical attack upon the Under-Secretary, wboi 
assumes to be an United Irishman, or other nl 
in disguise. The plan of such an irony is, ib 
long work, necessarily defective. It must M 
degenerate occasionally into tameness ; and it r 
the risk every now and then of being taken 
serious; as I well remember an ironical deAl 
of the Slave Trade once upon a time so ni 
fiuled of its object that some worthy abolitid 
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re preparing an answer lo it, when tliey were 
bmied that the author was an ally in disguise, 
I Buch &te was likely to befell ' Cease your 
Ming.' It U, indeed, admirably executed ; u 
cessfully aa a work on such a pluii can be ; and 
Hinds the reader of the beat of Dean Swift's 
itical writings, being indeed every way worthy 
bis pen. 

[t would be impossible to give any Bpecimens of 
I far-famed pamphlet ; but there is another, 
I production of his earlier years, which appears 

me possessed of the greatest merit ; it is an 
nrer to Paine's ' Hights of Man ;' and it would 

liard to say whether the sound and Judicious 
NOoing, or Ihe beautiful and chaste composition, 
Mt deserve our admiration. Mr. Bushe tm 
Ij four-and -twenty when this work appeared, 
d it is no exaggeration to say that it deserves ft 
ice on the same level with Mr. Burke's celebrated 
teflections.' To support such a panegyric, ex- 
iples will be required ; and I have no fear in 
Kaling to such passages as the following, after 
imising that they difler in no respect from the rest 
the work, which extends to above eighty pages. 
' Any man who has studied the merits and en- 
ed the blessings of the Englisli constitution, 
inot but be alarmed when t!io legislators of 
uice (' these babes and sucklings in politics')* 
■ All uxpreseiou of Faiae's applied to others. 
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are held up in their cradle to tlM 
eoimtry whose government adds the al 
BWtority to the v^ierable aspect of age ; 
ment which I trust will not be ezchan 
certain tumult in the first instance, and ] 
reform in the second. I love liberty as 
Mr. Fftine ; but di£Rer £rom him in my * 
what it is — I pant not for the range of 
nnbounded, barren, and savage; but ] 
limited enjoyments of cultivation, whose 
while they restrain, protect us, and a 
quality more than they deduct from the q 
my freedom ; this I feel to be my birtli 
subject of Great Britain, and cannot bi 
for my happiness,' when a projector recon 
level the wise and ancient land-marks, bi 
the fences, and disfigure the face of evei 
anee. I have no wish to return to the 
search of my natural rights. I consider 
have exchanged them for the better, an 
termined to stand by the bargain. 

** These sentiments, my dear Sir, hav< 
me to trouble you and the public with 
The times are critical, and the feeblest 
cannot be unwelcome, when a factory of 
is set up in the metropolis, and an assi 

* Ad association had been formed in Dul 
pnrposc of circalating Plane's book, at a low pri 
the co« >.tiy. 



taris an inflamimloiy punpUct ihi w ^ the kM^ 

iha ; when tbese tUie qnacks, i 

Wiuitry at tli« licArt, ciicukte, by fi 

atidiiH, llici poisana lo the e 

Ike price of the pestiieoce, lett tbe po*<stT of any 

Iftlure sliould protect him frocu iu coaaigiotk 

times are critical whet suck * book a» Ur, 

le's appears, and the mxirnxfaetten wonU IM 

111 if itK siiccew were pn^Kinionad to ilie xmI of 

^ftulliiir, ur the a&ticluily uf il* pn>p«^uon. It 

syetLin of &L<e umtapbyiiica aod bwl polilka. 

f attempt to carry it into effect muM bailatrM 

of pciu'«, aud there is uuthiiig pneiic^ in it bat 

Itiniiichiuf. It liolUs out induoemaita to diatiie> 

ec oil tbe promise uf impruvemeDt, and ioftcna 

prospect of iiunieijiate disorder, in tlie cant of 

empiric, ' You mu*l be tcorte brfrtre you can bt 

rr.' It excites men to wlial they ought not to 

ht by infonnini; them of wlukt they can do, and 

preaches rights to promote wrong*.* It is a coU 

leclioii of iinaiiiiable speciilaiionH, equally subvert 

the of good govemiuent, good thinking, and good 

klii>?. It entabIislieB a kind of republiu in the 

Hod; dethrones tbe majesty of sentiment; degrade! 

mt dignity of noble and elevated feeling ; and sub* 

ktutes a democracy of mean and vul^^ calcula* 

• An inBlrmm^H WOB Rold in France for leas tlinn half a- 
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on. In their usurpation^ all the gprace, • 

^ance, and order of the human heart is m 

juid the state of man, 

*Like to a little kingdom, sufiers 
The nature of an insurrectioa '—— * 

The following passage is somewhat mora ■ 
bitious and figurative, though not more terse i 
epigrammatic ; and, though less severe, it can 
be justly charged with violating the canons of o 
rect taste. 

'^ If the institution of honours perfects and i 
mulates ambition, and that ambition looks bejo 
the g^ve, will not this perpetuation of tlie pi 
increase the emulation ? Is there nothing to enhai 
our honour in the consideration that it is to be tm 
mitted to the children of your afiection, and tl 
you are the ennobler of many ? Is ambition fv 
gpntified, or desert half rewarded by a distine 
perishable as yourself, to be laid down ere it is 
won, and to crumble into dust with your rem; 
Is the reward of merit to be intrusted to th 
gpnteful memory of mankind ? Shall its rew 
late and its enjo}'ment short ? That deviatic 
strict justice is not very severe, and is e 
very politic, which indulges the manes 
father with the honours of the son, and forb 
in the contemplation of his mortality, to 1 
his inducements as insufRcient, and his r 
incomplete. The wreath of fame wou 



ear if it was not evergreen ; and the 
i emblem because it dots not wither. 
iNcierations I discover a probable and 
I of hereditary (ti^^nities, aa far as tlieir 
'^l&rds the jKTson upon whom they 
iferred : in regard to htm the reward of 
nlarged ; in regard to others the en- 

to exertion was increased. But the 
.ereditary d^njiies does not rest here. 
rinciple in the heart of man vhich any 
sent will encourage, because it is the 
'irtue, — I mean the principle of honour 
Me moments of weakness when con- 
bers, watchea over the desertetl cliarge, 
friends in the dpfciice of intL-grity, It 
1 of conduct whiuh the imagination 
ne, is itself the reward, and inflicts 
i punisinnent. The audacity of vice 

fear ; tlie sense of reason may be 
may elude temporal, and impiety defy 
;eaiice ; but honour holds the scourge 
id he is hard indeed who trembles not 
I. Even if the publicity of shame be 
auction is not destroyed. Everyone 
ashamed of himself, and the blushes of 
agony. The dread of shame is the last 

whicli forsakes the breast, and the 
lonour frequently retains it when every 
e of good conduct has abandoned the 
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lieart. This sentiment mmi erer be te pnp 
to a man's opinions of what is espeeted fron 
and in proportion as lie is taught that nnch 
pected from him, will it swell in his bosoi 
sharpen his sensibilitj. I cannot therefore di 
a mere * dimimUive chUdiskneu ** in the insti 
of hereditary dignities, if they cherish this 
ment, and if this sentiment cherishes virtue 
France has ^ breeched her$elf*\ into manh( 
Uttle purpose of good goveniment in putting 
the delusion, if delusion it is. An establishi] 
something more than *pueriley^ which g^vesi 
lagement to virtue, dignity to worth, adds tl 
of great to good, and makes that splendid 
was usefuL Society was made for man ; i 
man is various, and frail, and vain, it does not i 
to promote his happiness by playing on his fi 
its strength is armed against his fears ; hii 
are fed by its rewards ; and its blandishmei 
directed to his vanities. Virtue, coldly entei 
in any otlier comer of the heart, will take a 
hold in the pride of man. She has often i 
her temple on the coronets of a glorious an 
and tlie world \m» been indebted to the ma 
the dead for the merits of the living." 

The reader of tliese fine iiassages is at oi 

minded of Mr. Burke, and the best of his m 

on the French Kevolution and the frame of i 

* Paine*t ezpresiioii. f lb. % }h 
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tp«MlU»t«dMbt tbiil Mr. lluslie liod deeply 
Ikat gnat perfbrmKitci', iind (hut h« uiiavold- 
i trMtlng the ome mibtot't, ffll into u oiml- 
if fltyte, while he f^lt u rammoii uttniiinent 
<trt UluatrlvuR Buthor. lint tliHro in nuthtng 
la the Iraitfttlon, If iniilntion It be ; wid ^ 
UMndi who have eniliuvuuml to tTMul the 
nth, no one but he bu Iwoii giiootMnflil. 
, it mky well ba nfflrtned thnl, hiccww fully 
iteMr. BurkeiwksDti'. Itiirke'H owni^i'iihiit 
ebotidethewlglitwho, without hit alrangth, 
H to put on hiH armour. Anmajr lite vnrioiM 
to«* that have benn iii''""'i"v>"l nl' iln' Cliit'l' 
1, tliero it no rooord of Mr. Burke having 
lade Bcqunlntwl with the roa«terly perforn^ 
'hlafHllow-liihoiirer. He who eagerly opened 
II to tho ahld aiul brilliant, but very Inferior 
vnrinuH purinilii-al ]iiililif«llmiB there hdTB been •(>- 
t Mr. Iliulio Bl all lliiu-* at lili lilt', Somu of Ihtte 
I up HH riirl}' iiH ISUU. uii liii vluvniioii tothulienohi 
iuhmIiiwiiIo liisri'ilnmu'iiti null Koiiuf hnve nppearcd 
I [Irulli. I linvi', vt (<<HirM>, eouiuIlM Ihnn all, m 
n-un'tiHl 111 )irivittt< wiiini'* of infbnilDtion. Thtt 
no iit'ilu'iii, Ht l<wit. iu>n>lliuiov oau Mfvly Iw pi 
(hull till' rmiilinn wiiy In whiuli tWbi ami ilato 
III. WImlsImll hii uilil of the piin'ftil aH«iitlon to 
lert, iif writi'rH wlui nmliit Uinl (irenville'B | 
(lIxiiiiuMol ill IHiia,»i<IMr.lluihi'hava bvenddrlMB 
Ilii< Iwi wliiii lluit ilimiiiiMit Impiu-iicd ; nnd who ifr 
Mr. Sliiriilnii m liikiiiK u part h)[iiIiu>I thu Coercion 
MlT.wlicnhBdii-din isia.Riid bad not bom inPaN^ 

liiuH- iHiur 
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coadjutor, ^vhom he found in Piofeamr 19 
must have received with delight such an a] 
the author of this admirable book. It cl 
contains not merely the germ and rudiments < 
extraordinary, and in some sort peculiar, eloq 
for which its author was afterwards so remarl 
but, with a few occasional exceptions in poi 
severity, a few deviations from simplicity, pa 
able on such a subject, it exhibits that very d 
itself which distinguished him — chaste and 
addressed continually to the subject in hand, in 
with epigram, sufficiently but soberly sprinkle 
flowers, often sharpened with sarcasm, alway 
to serious and wise reflection. When we refle< 
this was the work of a very young man, the ma 
and gravity of the style, as well as of the rean 
becomes exceedingly striking : and it is inter 
to obser\'e the impression which a perusal of 
on the author's mind after an interval of many 
He possibly felt some of that mortification 
Sir Joshua Reynolds and other great artii 
known to have expressed upon remarking the 
lence of their earlier eflbrts, and being sensibl 
little their pencil had afterwards improved 
that as it may, the following note lies before 
the Chief Justice's hand, dated August, 183 
it may appropriately close these commentariet 
" I have read over," says his Lordship, "a 
phlet which I wrote in 1791, when a verj'; 
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in my twenty-fifth year; and although my 
f, at least older, judgment and taste condemn 
instances of hasty and erroneous opinions 
f hazarded, much superflcial and in accurate 
luug, and several puerilities and afTectatiuns of 
, yet at the end of forty years, I abide by 

of the principle:< which I then maintained, and 
der the execution of the work, taken allo- 
ir, as better than anytliing of wliicii I om uovr 
ble." 



f 



( « ) 



THOMAS JEFFERSO 



We have had occasion to note the exti 
capacity and brilliant history of Washit 
Franklin, next to whom undoubtedly a 
great men that founded the American r 
to be mentioned Jefferson, although he fol 
at a considerable distance. But withoi 
traordinary virtue of the one — ^because, i 
never passed through the same tempta 
without the singular genius of the oth^, li 
to the great cause of human liberty were 1 
able ; his life was steadily devoted to th 
nance of his principles ; and he displayed 
ness and ability in the important scenes it 
performed a conspicuous part. At a t 
there is an unaccountable disposition, ev( 
the friends of liberty, to undervalue the ii 
of the great Republic, to grudge her exti 
success, and to take delight in foretellir 
memberment and her downfall, it becon 
to commemorate the virtues of her foun 
if we should not in .all particulars adopt 
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lions, and if we should witness with pain 
Ting imperfections in the frame or in the 
of the polity which they established, 
as educateti very carefully for the ])rofessioii 
aw, and had also the inestimable advantage 
d classical and scientific instruction. He 
i the mathematics under Dr. Small, al)rother 
: mathematician of that name, who acquired 
fame amoni^ geometricians by liis demonstra- 
of Dr. Matthew Stewart's celebrated Porisms. 
n Jefferson came to Virginia, his native state, 
as soon distinguished among his brethren as a 
d and acfurate lawyer. II is speaking was plain 
bii>itj('»-like. a>piring to no higher praise. But 
ing th<* r-iglit years that he coiitimied in the pro- 
ion, hi> success was so great that he must, had he 
«e\cr('d. liav(; rJM'ii to the foremost rank asa prac* 
oner. It haj)j)('n('(l, however, that the disputes 
we<.'n the mother eonntrv and the eoh)nies now 
jkeout.and })ein<^ (!hosen in his twenty-fifth year 
repre.MMit his (county in the \'irginian Assembly, 
soon withdrew his attention from legal j)ursuits, 
I finally abandoned them altogether, when he led 
? way to the H(?voluti<in }>y his Kesolntion which 
; Assendily adopted to estai)lish a C'onnnittee o 
rrespondenee with the legi>latnres of tiie otlie 
lonies. The (.'onvc^ntion, and then the Oenen 
ngress, soon followed ; indeed, they grew nat? 
Iv out of the Committee, and onlv waited the ne 

vol.. VI. D 



TIIOMA9 JEFPEUSO.V. 56 

iry firinm^s witfi sinj^ilar ni'xlf*ratiari 

fK>v« all, whose; Hin^\ttnt!fis of piir[.f«#; 

•ars ill ariv iij«tanc»; to havo \n^m mus- 

i;n who woiiI<l havo s)iuf\<U;rfA at th*j 

r\it of hfvyiii'^ a n^nt upon llifj f<r*.'lirijjs 

)lr.' whif!li tli^ir arts had rrxr-itod. 

II fr<nif<Miij>!atiiij^ th^rir whoh: conHtict in 

nt fiMH-^r-s \vhi'*h th'-y ha'l to «tf!«*r, Mr; 

ifi for aiiv iloviation from tho liiir; of 

iii<l iritfjrity, \v<; aKo fin 'I it iinjKJSMblft 

• ariv iiKitcii.il t-nt>r of huVimtml com- 

h(; wlio'f! inanirjcinf-nt of lhr;ir ji'ri'ilous 

xirii/ ;iff:ilr-. From all iIh; iiunffhictinsr 

h<.* mhM'h rh'iii'j/*s, th<: iiitrTn[H:rat*; *;x- 

; Ihoiijlif I<'^ (N'^r-rfion of hwUfrs, tlu; 

(if jn»jnil;ir juliiiiniliofi and li;ifn:H, fiy 

r-r n-NoIiif ioii-T \i',i\(' f>"f'n ».<> rv)iiv.ianlly 

cfl, wl'fri the pf-oph; v,t:vi- th'r prliifip;il 

iiiir.'Iir.' tliMii ;il;'iiit . it. riiT't. \fi- i-iitiif-^cii 

'•r fliMf \\ii'. fori'Iiicf. of tii'r AiiK-ri'-ans 

, i\'!iijjf. S'} <l«lil)«-rati\<; a— r-inhly of 

I In iiMiii'j'i' nii'l ;ic*tin'_f U'l-f ffnn aJI 

ti'M'i'.ri or forif rol. {'x r-r '-Jiri i'<l oti ihrj 

<''ii:ii!:i:Mi' V '•i-MIimI in pc;ir' ■. :ii,i| \\ I r)S*! 

\'.:i- ;i MM-.I. with '.'M-.'itrr r';ilniri<'*-s or 

\ jii'l'iiuiit lli.'iii llio A iiK't ir.ni f 'oii'jn'ss 

'.'iiiiiiii" a nvol !■ n.u'V m ov tn • f, in- 

'iicli : t«j) ol'iN jiro'^n-ss th<'ir own cxist- 

I) '2 
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n> ancestors who bad spoken, and written, and 
gilt, and perished for conscience and for freo- 
ik'BHake, — but IV hose descendants in the Old had 
I slways borne tlieir high lineage in mind. In 
ji^istory of mankind there is no more important 
pt, on whicli side soever of the Atlantic itK 
pequences may be regarded; and if tyrants a^ 
^times said to feel uneasy on the Thirtieth o^' 
jirary, how much mure fitted to inspire alarDti' 
Mhe recollectiona associated with the Fourth qV 
w, in H'iiich no remorse can mingle on the pecK 
k part, and no consolation is afforded to the^' 
BBBBorH by the tendency of cruelty and injustice 
Ijur the work they stain ! 

tliave noted the unfortunate omission of the par^- 
Ml relating to the Slave Trade; and it is onlyi 
!to Jefferson's memory that it should here bs 
cted. The frame of tlie Decluation waa to 
tge all the grievances complained of directlj' 
B the King of England. 

'Be has waged cruel war ^jainst human nature 
H^ violating it3 most sacred rights of life uid 
rty in the persons of a distant people, who never 
nded him, captivating* and carrying them into 
eryin another heminphere, or to more miaerable 
ih in their transportation thither. The piratical 

A» nmal, tbi» vill be reckoned m Amerieuiitm (m Oe 
lb tlMd to say of their ooloaiits, a Sol<Bdlm). Bdt It 
■doubted English antboiityr-Loeke among otbara 



Hnv f(ir Mipprmsin^ every legisliilWe atte 
Mbit Or restraiii ihis exf cniblp eomiiMiru. 
tl)lsaM0iiiblagi.^of)iQrrora might want nn 
dDguUhpil (lit!, he is now exciting theae ' 
tQ rUa ill urnu among us, and to pui 
Dberty or wlilcli lie liat< dqirfvecl Them, t 
&^ Uie peaplc! on n'linm he hImi ha* obin 
llliui ])i^in)[ uB' fortutT erinwa cmiMnttted 
Bimita orotic peuple wjtli crimes irhl( 
thoni (o {■oniriiil ui^Jiwt tliP /iv.* nf tinot 
It bto the unspentahlft hononr ofJeff 
hom ond liivil in Virgtnin, himself tn 01 
gmoH like nil Ylivintanlaiidliolders, bhf 
[a the nxm-mhl; nu n yirnponiiion to ft 
WBiinniiwinn irf nUwn It nai not till 
Ihe full pctu'LT of vmnncipiitinn wu p 
If^lxlaiure. Itut lii* proposal in I77i 
fUrttier In advance of hi' ngo ; it mw to 
clilldTvn of »krm, born after a oerCaU 
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for the middle classes, and an univenity 
igher branches of learning, was fated to 
e similar delays, though happily not so 
tracted ; in 1796 it ^vas partially, an-'l in 
illy, adopted by the Virginiau legislature, 
r favourite scheme he was more successful, 
lish law against perpetuities had strangely 
ified, or rather abrogated, in Virginia, in 

of Queen Anne ; so that th^re was no 
cutting oil' an entail by fine %ff recovery, 
other way than by a private or estate bill. 
:he Ivcvolutioiiarv war Jefferson succeeded 
ng this colonial I iw, and lie soon after also 
in abiOj^ation of the law of primogeniture. 
>t of tlie chanu:c has been great, and has 
liversally in Virginia. Men's (Iis])osition 
roperty has followed the legal provision; 
inks of Miakiiiir a:i elde^st son his general 
orre.sporidiiJi^ <livi>ion of wealth has taken 
ere is no louj^er a clas-s living in luxurious 
•e, while others are dependent and poor; 
iij^ors'.'r^ so many great equi|)au:es, but you 
rvwlicrti with carriages suilioient for use 
i)it: and tiiou'h formcrlv some families 
more plai(? than any one house can now 

wlu»h.» plate in the country (says a late 
• is increased forty if not fifty fohl. It is 
k ith e<pial confidence, that though tlic class 
eflned pei-sons has been exceetlingly cur- 



JeSkreon, bowevcr, was not more zckhM, 
motui^ all metKures which migtit |mri 
growlli of orUt'fcraiic distincliotur aqd ■ 
the levd i>f republican equality, ihnn ha 
furUierlug wliati'VEr might taid ta % 
relii^ouii libenv. with which he coowli 
deranfil an estaljliaheil church to be iix.'ou 
Upon this subject we may entertain b very 
opinion, and may, wiili the most enttra in 
llw principles of toleration, be able to dm 
gets to ihate piinciples from Ihe usl of 
w«D as irom Ihe preponderance of h vtUiu 
No oue who conlRmplates the inlolerenoe e 
(litriag the times of the CommonwiMlth 
country can repose any ^real rdlanc* U 
I meekness or lEic libendtty of coalUctiiie I 
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son's persevering efforts for eradicating all 
iastical privilege's, when \v6 reflect that he 
cting as a strict, even a stern, repnl)lican. 
lergy of Virginia had from tlie earliest settle- 
of the colony been endowed not only with 
)nt with a parochial a<^sossinent, althongh the 
rtion of dissenters had increased to almost an 
ty with the numbers of the churchmen. It 
ot till the year 1799 that Jefferson's efforts 
crown(»d with entire success, and the last 
of preference to one; church over the rest 
finally cfliiced. They who au^reecl with him 
inion upon this important sul)j(>ct maintain 
ently that all remains of reliL'ious intolenmco 
been cxtinuuiNiifid 1)}' those m(?asur(;s, and 
he uH'ans of spiritual instruction havt; been 
v cxtcMcitMl ; l)ut how far the cause of sound 
itioiial rcllLiion i^cnerally lias fraiucl, can only 
•ertairjcd bv the exjX'rifncc; of a loiij^rT fiiiie. 
or haviuir for two years hclcl thr* ollice of 
rnor of Nir-jiiiia by elect iou, Jcfli'rson was in 
f:ho«-n to npn-<*nt that statr; in Couirn'ss. 
t w;is no loriiicr th«' sauu* l)Ofly iu which h*; 
;r'tf(l duriii'JT thf tfiujx-^tuous j)criod of thr» 
utiori. wIk'U it coij«-i>tc(i only of oO or dO 
]^. all ni<*n of l)u^iFn*--:, uifii of action. lie 
iiiUflaritlv --fii-if)!** r,r tJM* (\i\]'>'Ti'\\rt\ uml look- 
id: on !lif* (jjivs when '" tli<' \Va>»hinL'tons an<l 
rai.I:li:i- wen* wont at on^e to >'-i//' the great 

J) a 
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point of a question, leaving the little ones i 
of themselves, and never treat two argume 
time," he adds, ^' if the present Cong^ress ex 
much talking, how can it be otherwise in 
to wliich the people send 150 lawyers, who 
it is to question every tiling, yield nothing, 
by the lioiir ?" From tiii.s scene he was n 
to be rekiased by adcepting the mission t^ 
where he rcniainod as niiiiistcT of tiie Unite 
from 1784 till 1790. The interest which 
in the great Revolution may well be co 
intimately connec^ted iis it wiis with the A 
indejH^iKienec ; but liis foresight of its prog 
not clearer than other meu*s, for he never 
that a year after his return to America wt 
the '^ certain and happy termuiation of the i 
for liberty." 

He now, at Washington's earnest rcque^ 
came the lu^arty desire which he had of 
into private life, and became his Secretary < 
If any one could doubt that great man's s 
republican feelings, this anxiety for the inlrc 
into his cabinet of the very chief of the den 
party must at onc(i dispel all such fancie 
able and virtuous lesider of the Federalists 
cabinet was Hamilton, Sei»retary of the Tr 
Knox, the Secretary at War, joined him 
Randolph, the Attorney-Cicneral, sided w 
ferson. But Washington, taking part with 



* ths bnUncc evra between them wiih tlt«)l 
puluiu yittioe wtiich niivrked hU lofly utUirt^ J 
vith the firm liaiid wbidi be of all luea motbl 
BnoL It ia ^ran^^. it is melaocholy, to sat, I 
bllyof sangiuDc men inpertuuciotisly Wievuig]! 
Ftbose tfaiii^ have a real existeuee which tiu^M 
nencly wish were true. Because Was[iin^KN|M 
t UxA part with the Frencli faction, and keptM 
t firom the more violent uovenients of th^bJ 

Cratic parly, ami because Hamilton and otlient I 
Federaliitis ilespaind of a rcpubltcaa govath m 
tbting practicabte, or at least permaneat, in ^M 

I conimiinilj, the party in this country moab I 
ked to popular instil (it.ions, and who retained a I 
lering- afier itiunarchicul government in An)«fi | 
. Dual needs flatter themselva that tikt^ 
iued in the United States a leaning tow^dit 
ftrhish yoke, and that at ail eveata tha i]lw> 
■' President aa w«ll as tbe Fedetalwt cUA 
tdMmdly to kingly power. The truth is, thM 
V-HamiltoD, the ino«t open adinirer of ok. 
tations, never dreamed of giviflg them ■nnlhg' 

te America, until all attempU to eriofaliik 
rtlng republic should be fuuud to &iL Kb 
b w«re remarkable in recMDinendiDg that mIL 
r modification* of ptqnilar govemiaent -"i-tM 
led before recourw waa again bad to monaiol^' 
■t mind," be nid, " muat be raalljr dafKavpA 

II vould not prefer the equaU^ «f politimt 



.v.„ ftninii*^'"" ^ ,w with ott\»!^i 
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xistence at Dijoii was thus doemcii imi)os- 
?m\»e it \V!is unploasiint, in loss than a month 
ri<io(l tiio fato of Kiiropo at ^[arcng:o. 
I Wushin^loii rosiiifiuMl, tlolForson was pro- 
r the IV(>si(UMioy, hut Adams obtainoii it, 
\as chosen Vioe-rre.si(Ionf. At tliooxpira- 
Adauis's thrcv y<'aiN, .letlorson succihhJchI 
1(1 sot an exaniph' to all party chiofs wlien 
(1 to ])ow(M". lie made it his rule never 
i» reiimve an adviM'sarv beeanse his own 
» recpiired it, or to retain one hecanso his 
thrraleiHMl and assaiK d him. Ho pnrsuod 

eniirse. reLranlles*; of the tannts from one 
tli(> importunity of die otiier ; and.althong^li 

lo more umnra^iiriMl ahiis(> than any man 
I- tilU'd \\U \\\\\\\ .siaiion, he lived to st»o full 
iMir liim. Mild ilu" linn and manlv eonrse of 
iiii*.!iaiiiui mMicrallN approM'd. It is pro- 
» <'0!i>ido'* siu h ail rx.nnpK' : and tht»y who 
• I,' 111 I'.iilow it n'*-p«'<'iin^- nn'a^iires as well 

ni.iv iu' Will a^Min'd that tliev nnstook 
r.itiiMi wIhmi tlu'v a-i'^iimed to direct th<» 

»tt' tl.iir t .ui:iii\ . Whoever siitirrs himself 

hu'<»l «»r iiri» rrcd iVom the path ot' his dnty, 
I rnl«', I'lii olu y : lie n>nrp«i th<» plaee of 

hi' pn irmls to miiiio, w lu'M lie .slavishly 
Imt I:.' put^ t'oith t'.iKe prelonees Jinil 

n!ii!<Tst(ui«l to a«'t tor hiiiiM'lt*, \\hile he is 

01 i!i otlu-r iiuirs haiuU ; he nu'anlv nndt 



! to Blrmvi llie page 
rd« tlie louwUlion of t).« Great Ke| 
Mrtiiig to the ■irigiiiar ciiange thai 
Hts l« LavD come over some frieod* of 
VtbtscmiDtrf, incliaing^ them o^^at Uie 
Irimtitiittoiis vrfak-fa that systim oonae- 
Pul upnn which it repoaes. Wrttm of 
|k>t KSiitUy endowed with eanJnur, ob- 
ft mtotienie circnmsppctiou, mr-n ItUMnrtng 
|ie prejudices of Kuropesn aix^ieiy, wmI 
I Ihe social system of the New WorM 
^ the medium of habiu find BMocistloiU 
ito that of the Old, bare brong-ht bock ftir 
mnatioti a number of details, tor which 
)de<l IiH.rdly to cross tbe Atlantic*, and have 
iiu discoveries a relation of mBtlen neees- 
wtin^ under a very popular government, 
k very new community. As those Iravellera 
Ity generally failed to make many converts 
the friends of free institutions either in 
or ill England, there would have been little 
one to the cause of truth, ami no great 
Hioii given to the friendly relalioiia which 
mt interests of both countriei require tbonlcl 
BUined unbroken between thein. 
•omc persons of a superior cl!L->a appoar, 
trtj tir from personal feel. 
fdu« relieelion on tlie mischief ihey 
MflVrcd tiicir minds to be poinonnl hy 






have, i 
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.i> 



are Hliarod by the Lil)C!nil party in E 
becomcis the nionj nercssiin', in cons 
tendency whicli the most n*prehensi 
some of the States in the Union 
public cn^litors has to pn^pare th« 
reception of sncli imsoiuul opin 
which, if left to themselves, would 
sink into oblivion, how respectal: 
quarters wliich they may, without 
have been sufTeriHl to reaeh. T a]]i 
ticularly to Fome letters hitely piibl 
Sydenham, written eonfidontially to 
leagues, while he was actin^^ ni 
Governor-Cieneml of 15riti>h Xor 
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^reat deal of vague and general abuse may 
sed over, as that the Americans '^ are a cal- 
ig people, and fight not for glory but plunder " 
ch a set of braggadocios, that their public 
lust submit to the claims of their extravagant 

and self-sufficiency " — that there is among 
I " general debasement " — " that those who 
t phioe are corrupt and corrupters, and the 
. who bestow preferment ignorant, j)rejudiced, 
est, and utterly immoral." I fear me most 
all of this railing might be retorted upon a 
I nation whose wars in China have been 
y euh^gised by Lord Sydenham in another 

thoi!<^h he is gre:itly scandalised that all the 
jf his friends is not likely to prevent their 

sli|)|)ingfrom under them ;"* a nation whose 
1 eh'ctions have of late years been found a 
)f the most hatc^ful corruption, although we 

be guilty of a most gross and unpardonable 
•ration were we on this account to stigmatize 
lole i)('oj)le as ''utterly immoral" in the 



? H'tirifi' ofthis passage is cxcpcdin/ily creat. "But 
tlir i!s.* of all tliis glory if your scats slip iVoin under 
'i'lnii. aftt-r a gnat abuse of J(;lin Hull, " I am afraid 
' j)o--'->sio!i oi' power is uiaking nu' t'TriMy inclined 
t)ti"-ni, for I am tliiuking of i)lantiiig my cal)!)ages 
uinl<r tli<* shade of Metternich or the C'zar," &c., 
To 1)1* sure ; aud this is exactly the cousciiueuce of 
lovi.Tiior-(Ien' ral with dictatorial power. 



Upportod by rli<: nuii^t iHlinui and [>tnBi| 
rnption. No man who uimn ot |iuwor d 
an q^nfoD of hi' own ; he iuua pinda 
kweal prpjiiriices of l)tt> peojile, nnd in tht 
(iln ttro grmt onm which now divid« U 
ths I»co-lbrit:> nnil tlm Whig^i) the oiil 
of tiio Ictuling men uf eithnr i» to tiu 
«Tttoh(Klly low »«iitimuiit iiilo (he peupls, 
explode it for iheir own ntlranlftgv. 
m)ara«l; » »tiit<>8iiian of either who would : 
tba BKHt viukiil or ih<! bri>i(«t iloctnM ho 
ho tliouKhl tliai he eonhl worii it to ■ 
with tiic Bujitiiiy— pecuiuti'iu anil jubbiu 
aoly otytrctai dtOtision, ami tho basMt t 
tiw pco{itp. Ida mean*." — " If," mMs llit 
sbliHauui, " Ui(!}- ilrivfi ii* iiiUi u war, tlu 
in llis South will soon teuie all th»t )x 
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blB b)r p dering to their wont pasaiona, 
ti makes the country unbearable to a man of 
dueation, and the Central Government itaelf a 
lid amongst civilized nations. I hope (he con- 
•■y perhaps consistently enough) that we may 
long enough to see this great bubble burst ; 
[ do not believe that we need be very long^ 

for that" (316). 

im sorry to be under the necessity of declaring 
one is at a loss whether most to marvel at the 

want of common reflection, or the extra- 
tary want of common information, in this 
ige — the production of a man in high office, 
•ased to a man still higher, and who pre- 
s, witlioiit any deliberation, and with no 
'ledge of the subject, to pronounce so sweep- 
i censure iij)on the whole body of a great 
n, all their statesmen, and all their institutions. 
fit the Americans should well understand tliat 

are the errors and this the rashness of the 
Governor-General of Canada, and not shared 
lie Liberal party, or by any but the most 
■ant ami the most ])reju(liced in this country, 
rst of all, Lord Sydenham is no authority on 
mbject of the United States, merely because 
'as (Governor of Canada, and never in the 
•n at all. Had he reniained in London he 
d liave been as well qualified to judge of those 
», as liis living near them for two years could 
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still disfigure the system, and in 
its working". Of these the very \* 
is the entire change of public f 
the highest to the lowest, whi 
change of the President, conv< 
considerable menil>ers of the com 
hunters, and makes the whole 
one election of cliief niagistrat 
constant scene of canvass. Th 
and a few other imperfections 
Government of America as i\ 
popular system can ever be. T 
considerable evils would be left, 
from a Republic, because jrrowii 
share assigned to the people in 
power, cannot be doubted. Tju 
of Loni Sydenham's that as In; 
power and pre-eminence will he 
that if the right of botowiiiix 
tlie peo})le, the people will be 
who seek after them. 

We are upon a practical, ; 
question; and that quest iou is 
possible attainment of tlieoretii 
as to the comparative uuMits ol 
of polity. Power nuist re>t ii 
community. Patroiia;^e must ii 
mately rest with them that h; 
tKey be the people at lar[;e ': 
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ham ; fur if the pi^iple are to choone their 
era, they who would fill ]nini.sterial jihines 
sbase themselves by iNirideriiig to the ])eupleB 
ices. Ijiit what if we iutrust this delicate 
to a court or u prince, for tiio purpase uf 
tr the duty Ix* more upii^htly di.seliargcHl. uiui 
i«^; the chaiactiM* of tlie ('andidat(>.s for favouri' 
e so hIincU'd l)y the evils of popular caiiv^M 
hav(; all of a suddeu forgotten that other 
.•rviii;^, that old spe<*ie.s of fawniirj^, tliat 
- form of tlaltcry, which tiie friends of freetluiu 

purity n.^'cd lo ehaiyc upon the parasites of 
<, thr cn-w of <'()in'liers, the minions who 
' to liic {>r()p(nhiti('s, not of the people, but 
•spot ? 'I'Ikmi .shall pow<>r and patro[iaq;e be 

ill a patrician ixxly, in a class of ni<'n whom 
in of c(hicaiiiiii '' niii:ht well find not ^' uii- 
»lc ? " Tin' cl i--^ fawned upon would here 
niit l)c ii)iitii| iimrc rciincd in its tastes, and 
\u'. pMipit i;iti(| witli a ninrc (!ainly flattery. 

<jMc-.!i<i(i if fill' fiiwiiilpj wniilcl hr Ic>S UctivC, 
Nn|){>l<-i'i< '^-- (if i.'.c c:iniii(iat(> fcr finonr would 
* pli.iiil, if ihi- Miiatnr wnnid hi* li's> Liivcu to 
•, !li;'(i il.c\ \sh«>, iii>l«ad <»1" <'iaw lini;- in the 
(Kiiii i.j" i!i<- iiuMc, af'tcj- a more, homely 
n t.n.i' ill" h:ind (d* the pca.-ant and the 
mic. I -juallv •lniii)t, if h-*-s falx'iiood will 
nnd in the Mjiootli .speeches addn-Nscd to 
•!<•«■» J .i'i.*.:i ciic'" tl'ari in the i>oi>terou8 



I 




saurts of EDodero Jtaly, to saj notli 
Some ill tier niore patrici&n days 
^tiiiil of mv doubt is predsel; thi 
more pn>ai' to practise deception in 
pabliR, ami ilterefore more likelr ti 
arte in ttie closel. the appointed ee 
thiui oEi the hustings, from when 
epe«ies of intrigue, at least, muj 
baaidiiEd.* 

And here is iiimi^hed a very sti 
the entire carelessness with whicli 
icnsonev made his obaeri'Ulions upoi 
fonnuil his opinions r«^>ectiii^ h( 
pkinljr affirms of all statesmen in tli 
tbftt " tli«ir only objects are pecu1 
bln^ t " and their means of being a 
and jiib ar« " the basest flatter; i 
Tto» mctIv very little reflectu 
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eiit party divLiions, and the publicity with 
ery degartment of Government is adminis- 
ke- peculation impracticable. They might 
) charged with '* compassing and imagining 
\ of the King.*' It is an oiience which in 
3untry can have no existence. But this 
error into which the writer lias fallen^ 
ihows the strength of his prejudices against 
Ticans, proves also the weakness of liis 
annovaucc, and it is a sufiicient answer 
of his j^<»ncTal invective. 
the staii(liii(|f topic of vulgar manners, let 
rly Ntutnl that there are many ])arts both 
e and Imi^UukI to which we should not 
resort in «»• were we in cpiest of |mtterns, not 
M ;r(K)(is but polished manners. Even 
'presrnlini;- Mancliester, Lord Sydenham 
Lnliy have cited tht^ hulk of his eonstitu* 
ijierior in elcLianee to the ])eople of Now 
Hut an authoritv fullv as hii^h as himself 
lelieate matter, M. <le Lafayette, would, 
Jonally know, have s<'verely ehid him for 
ini^ e\('n the niannei*s of th(» Americans; 
iter su<'li an authoritv, Jiny further ilefence 
piirrd, two facts may he men?i«)ncd. Sir 
»!i drcljind that h(^ had never conversed 
etlcr ])rcd .soverci<rn in any court of Kuro])e 
u;iai Wa.^hin^ton ; and anu)n<i^ the women 
Highest l)rcH'din{^ in our day no one would 

VI, £ 
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t. Lady WcUwley." They i 
have ti«ver iiMii in ilit Unllod Si^lw u 
be poitloimi ir thfiy f«>i'l iinohtv lo I 
uoltuu cniprinincil hy iitlirrn wiin, Itkfl tbi 
uiH l^rd Syilctihum, havv aisa n 
but nlin wiHilU yttt a3#ume Ginieinl Wtii 
uni l^Jy Wellestey to be llie only p 
tnauuere evi>r [triidiKHHl ia tJi^ I'lii 

It is, IiDwevtsr, nut nvuweilly on tlw i 
thdr uuiler-breedin|{ tJial th« Govemoi 
reHs hlx iliBlilte of the Afiiuricatu. 
tnuy. be ratlier seeius dlopoited lo p 
of oompUint lightly, ibotigb it is plaiiily enang 
the bottom of many fwlinpi optm tlw tuiltj 
Uu main accnsaliun h tin- niul> lyrannf, t 
habit of tiinir public men <]iiiulin([ baiui* i^ 
iloubt ft certain dejjive of thi« evil U iu 
fixrni every jHipnlar GovoniTitent. Vtlto it 
liaits pivfuw any opinion bo»tilo to the 
bieTurcIiy throiigliaut thrtw of tlio j 
fovdnrable tu it in tlie funnJi ? Ha ntion* 
ticioii linrm attend a pupultir tnoelLDg- now 
country fttr fear of RppenI, whicb not oottt 
member of eittitv Ilnntv uf I'tirlinnient will vi 

* OtlierR ioi|[lit iii>ll Itr n<1il«d. For •umjl 
Aihliunoii ; bnl her lung rvoiili'nra in thii oeuotj] 
flit, excpplinn > fb«-, fhrni iwolteciing that 4lw ou 
Auu-rir* Iti hvT jnuDRnr d»jit u. tilghly 
iNiDu*ni ■■ the world bu mem bitcly wmx t 
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a fbw Irishmen under mob infii^ce. Who in 
. iTOB safe in England if he proclaimed his difl- 
of the Reform Bill ? What public meeting lias 
moderate liberal politician ventured to hold of 
years ? Have not even the corn-law repealers 
fiiin to raise the popular cry of cheap bread 
semblies collected by tickets, and from which 
nultitude were carefully excluded ? We may 
go so far as the Americans in humouring the 
Oar cry of the hour when we address our con- 
ents, because our Government is less purely 
Jar than theirs ; but can any one doubt that 
ipeeches of our political chiefs — aye, and even 
measures when in office — take the tincture of 
multitude to whom they are addressed, and 
e favour they are expected to conciliate? If 
be denied, we may require to be informed 
Lord Sydenham precisely means when— « 
rting to the frce-traile measures respecting 
er, sui^ar, and, above all, corn, in 1841 — he 
"It is an innnense point gained to get a new 
mder which to tiu^ht. The peoi)]e of England 
ot care a rush for any of your Irish hobby- 
is ; and they are not with you upon Church 
*rs, or grievance.' of that kind. Even your 
ipi policy has not touched them the least, and 
ibt whether twenty victories would give you a 
ugh or a county ; but you have now given 
I an intelligible principle offering practical 

£2 



fOtSemm Iten ^veo lo tbe C?owia^[ 
IlMi Churel) Itffntni ami ihn inlnf^i 
Dot trstid nc the Tcloiive tncriu^ boi soM 
nialtw pupulxr ii^nik-nn. of tbe lUfferant 
tlidr ttgnAiHtin «i " Hags la Aglil nndc 
Um Ooro Law m pivfcrrad iNimnw k fe 
(■rty SfaiblMU-th. No (luabt Laid S> 
vonld \m%e m right tn nrvti that bit hv 
If H"'"— ' tbv tivisunde dmitiuMi for 
mk»; ImI nrhf vUl li« nui aIIm- Amnki 
men aUo tD prcTor each liis »vv«rnl isnetBl 
awn Mikcf? Smjifiu^c )io !iad fi>unda M 
Mr. Stvveiuna lu a South CoraUiw Jriv 
Uiuiai; iIhi KiBDe pii>|>inliiiMi ft>r |in!*«Bi. 
davw; pelitiocw Wag iDcxitnl bf C««ngn 
foe "flog iv ligkl nniior," '' oAiml oa inl 
pdMitpIo h> Dwilcml li>r.'* kial, Ibungh < 
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uB of the multitude ? And would it have been 
ned an answer to his inference if it had appeared 
; the party proposing- this extreme course liad 
Br thougiit of it for ten years which tiiey had 
led in office, but merely brought it forward 
tn all other means of obtaining influence had 
ad, and when their fortunes among the con- 
nent bodies of the country were become des- 
ite? 

iat these are possibly extreme cases. Are there 
other instances, even in our own better rega- 
sd system, so much less disfigured by popular 
ess than the American ; — no instances of public 
1 shaping tiieir conduct and their speeches ac- 
ting to tlio opinions and feelings, or even the 
es and caprices, of the pe()})lo, eitiier generally 
locally ? vSuroly conimon fairness towards the 
lericans refjuired souui consideration of the tone 
3n in our own election addresses, of the speeches 
ie on our own hustings and at our public 
jtinp^, of tlui diffcrcMico between these and the 
liamentary speeches of tlie same individuals, 
, of the well known diilerence between the 
duct of parliament itself during its first and 
last session. What minister ever ventured 
proi)ose a civil list on the eve of a general 
;tioii ? 

?he arts to which our attention is directed by 
so remarks are in the highest dejj^nje discreditable 
Jl Wiio use them, and are incalculably hurtful 
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most especially is it the duty of those who u 
the superior advantages of a popular cons 
Them, above all others, it behoves not 1 
the character of popular men, not to cor 
people themselves ; for it must never be fJ 
that the flattery and the falsehood which t 
atmosphere of a court, the poison which 
inhale with their earliest breath, cannot v 
punity be inspired by the people. 

After all, in estimating the merits of i 
vernment, we must never lose sight of whi 
end of all government — the comfort and h 
of the people. It may safely be admitted 
scheme could be devised for embodying a 
ture of wise, virtuous, and enlightened m 
an executive council of ca])acity, integrity, i 

rpiYinvpH frnm r»oniilnr nontrol niiiiniif-f^ \i 
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aecutive body, removed from all control, 
;et8 the end of its creation ; and instead 
ting the good of the community at large, 
Jl its exertions to furthering its own indi- 
tercst. So it must ever be until we are 
ith a descent of angels to undertake the 
ent of our concerns. Till tlien there is 
jccurity for the community — a watchful 
idence and an efficient control over its 
itives and rulers. The experiment may 
and clumsy ; it may be attended with evils 
seiious kind ; it may give rise to an un- 
influence being exercised by classes of the 
ho are neither very refined nor always 
est, nor even very well informed as to 
int(T(;sts. Nevertheless, as human society 
jted, in the choice of eviJs this is the least ; 
; of many conijHin.sations ; it giv^ the 
A' niiich (liniinutii^n as knowledge and as 
van('<; ; \vh(;n;as any system that excludes 
ar voice must needs lead to a thraldom 
i>us(.'s which admit of no compensation, 
••ad of w(^arin^- out in time, only gather 
ind afrjuirc inrnascd malignity with every 
revolves. 

)ist of all the features in the Union Lord 
J has no doubt passe<l entirely over — the 
il prejudices against negro emanci})ation. 
1 thes(; may yi(>hl to circumstances, and 
e to more rational as well as more humane 



K coniMqiiniioe of the Uuiunl StstM lUiinif 
(rartrilh En^Uiiil. MUguidf^il.HliuiliiBfclit 
ami igtuinm. oh, iiroruunilly ignoraiil of l( 
i >i4tloii^ to ihtf pmoe niiil thp kappimm 
D tiw Npw Wnriri ! A nepw re«i 
■iUnii*, whprr tlm wliil(!!i nre u a bMidHi 
ihrir aablo brT-tlirnn. tiiiKlit prov« fSttal to I 
lift.-, bill tlict Afriiuiti at least wduM be » 
&t aa Mcurity caii be itorlved by wsdln; 
lut on ihfl ronltnenl, w 
o rolonni arp ffrenly 1 
! ill Ihi^ wtiite tma'a hit 
4iiy of ib» unhappy ^' 
a r.lioir wrrtclicwhte^ b 
fo xhnhc off Tliclr chaltu 
^pia lie fiwl* qnliB wnfWi-nt tfmt the 
fUtSf miut be utterly Jefeatetf, and eullf 

Ik.M lliH <lmv »!■•• ommt kimIi^U- 



riven of bltHxi. 
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iiblic had a flag floating upon the seas. That 
ity-four millions, with entire possession of the 
, and a formidable fleet at sea, should be over- 
Imed by the Canadians and Nova Scotiaiis, is 
aiiily a possible event ; but that it is as much a 
ter of course as the Governor of these petty 
iiments complacently assures himself, may 
onably be doubted. Nay it seems barely pos- 
i that some notion should creep into the minds 
be Americans, as how a war might lead to the 
r opposite result, of Canada joining with the 
ted States, and forming an additional member 
lat great confederacy. 

hey, however, who are the best friends of both 
itries, must ho tiio least willing to indulge on 
?r side in such spccnhitions. The Americans 
, it is to be liojuul, not be tempted to form 
. pernicious piojrvMs by any notion of a hostile 
ng towards them prevailing in this countr}'. 
V niav be well assured, that I'ar from rei2rar(lino: 
r( JoNcriHiient ;is "a l)ii!)l)ie," and trusting that 
(;on may !)uist, ihe universal sentiment in 
land is tin.' hope that il may lonu: continue to 
bit the proud spj'ctaele of popular fieculoni, and 
I popidar power, ('onil)ine(l witii order at home, 
niod«'ration aljroad, in s:ie.eessfnl ref'utat On of 
he olcl opinions that a re[)ul)lie was impossible 
large territtiry with a numerous people. 
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MARQUESS WELLE 



Iv my one wer« desired to name the fimily 
dan times which, lilic- the Gracoh) at Borae 
Iluly ncellnd nil others in the virtitw ami 
nmown or it* memhtri!, there coiilii bnnily 
liMltation in pitching uptin the illuitrioun hi 
wbioh Lonl AIi>rtii(i^t»M, iifWnvards Mttrquu 
Ifialey, vm lh« head. Itut I Uuil th« batipIiH 
longftiid un ill terru pled friondiiliip tviih thai 
man, and enjoyed moro particulnrly hi* unn 
confidpnne iliiring the \ant ten or twolvo yi 
bit liiie. It it) At, Therefore. llist I dbtrun P 
fedlngs (oward« lits nx^mory ; and In ojilvr i 
aerve impartiality, tlii? Ural duly of an Miilorii 
tlin TDont dilHcult in writing rontemporwy h 
I sliall ouiiHiid myti-lf iii truitiiig of bim 
beta which are beyond all fouiroversy, and 
indeed are the hmt heralds of hio fnnw. 

The f'nniity of the Wrilosleys origiiuiJi) 
from Somerw.'ttil'iirt.-, tuid by in(cniuuTiag« w 
Cuwleyai or Colleyit, and by u dsvisn fn> 
Polos,* olitained largo properly In IreUnf^ 

* I>t>r<I MAryUiroiigh, on Iiii liroiher'i ^^H 
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if in 1756, raised to the Peerage. About 
rs ago they took tlie name of Welleslcy, 
believe, was their more ancient ap{>ellatioii 
is country, that of Wesley being of recent 
iie father of tiic present goneralion \va« a 
' tukiutH and virtue, and his taste in music 
Itivated in an extraordinary degree, he 
t'uithor of some beautiful compositionsy 
ill retain their place in the favour of the 
(orhl. Dying while some of his children 
y youn^, the care of their education was 
icir nir)th(;r,* a daughter of Lord Dun- 
md the family fortune being in consider- 
larrassment, her merit in bringing them 
some diiliculties, training them to such 

n, was tlu? person to wlioni tliis vuhiuhlc gift was 
fj;rntlt'inaM distantly relatt-d to the family. His 
as tlicn a youn;^ midsliipinan, and was olTcrod the 
)n condition thai lie ipiiltcd the navy luid came to 
I hi.s kinsman. IWit. tiiis In? refu'-ed, as the war 
incd, and h'- thought leavin}^ tin; service l)efore 
.voiild !)(• di^honourahle. lie supposed, as did his 
it tlierc uas an end of the benefaction ; but the 
man declared by his will that such conduct only 
his e^teeni for the }oung man, and left him the 

• 

•as dau;j!if<r to th*- first Viscount Dungaimon. 
•r di. d b»-fore his father; and the second ami late 
)un;.'annon wa^; her ntplniw. Iler father was son 
ai-;'reat-;!randrather of the present ManpieSS of 
'. Ibnce the n-lationship of the \Vellebluy8 to 
diiic, ^aiisbnr'.'. 'im' 'lallot fuinilies. 



oFour mlslKitw, reoBivti liir hw lllnwui! 
1(1 ui luiiniiiin [ill ugt<; kIib rbw »II IIw(C 
HlniJiMlnR, af Njuiin, and of Wnlwloat ( 
ftiiir win* ■ittiti)f in tiio lIcniMi of Lonlii 
InluiriiuiKiu, but " ljy morit ralwiJ ti>< U« 



JUohanl, thcelilcKt *uii, who at liu fkthai 
had marly nttnlnod majoriiy, wan iint«ant 
nnr, wbrre tw t»rtk iiiriin Bgrmlrnbelliani 
will->ii|^li pmvnl fiitnl tn tlii; wbiwL III 
■UiDwi liU RxpuUioti, mill he tlieu Wflot U 
wkun hii wa* illHi.lng'iilpiiKiil utiovo »U Ika yi 
hit time. When Dr. (JimilRU, Ills nmlflf 
luid oilifmiinU Heiul ninoirr, wiu> iitaTiiiiiBd 
boibiv thd r:cl<i('Aru>ii CiinimiiiKO uf tlitt ti 
Commun* n»\tm-tlng tliu ullcgini juiulng 
Ponxm In Riving [inirautli'ii lo Kiiig'a Cot 
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lia Biipi»rior, lie at oiico mU\ Lonl Wel- 
4oinii of Ii» verHCH in tlio JUtutc J^iownte* 
inorit, as oxtiiiipIcH holli of pun* i^tinity 
•ul taliMit. 'I'lie liiu'M on IUhIIuiii, 4»|»e- 
of (iiMiii^'iiiHlKMl ('\o('II(>iio(*. At Oliriat 
liHh(*r iio w(Mit from lOtoii, und wluiro ho 
tier Dr. W. Jackson (afh'rwuniM Hixhop 
), he contiiitUMl NurrrsMfiilly ni>i^a{jf(%I ill 
ii(li<'M, and liis pcuMn on \hv doatli of Cup- 
nIi<)\v(*<1 how (Mitiri'ly lu* iiad kopt up liis 
utation: it justly gained tlio IJnivorfiity 
his riper years Ih; u>tain(>d tlio luimo 
Lste \N liicli iiad l)('(Mi <*ri'at4Ml at scliool uiid 

t (*nll(><r(>. At IK) tiUKi of ins Iif(> ({(MW 

iiat lie ahandontMJ tli(>s(> literary pni'suits, 

led to l)e tlic recreation <»f a nund liko 

lie ev<' of his deparlnr*? for the Kast ho 

iMr. I'ilt's <i<'sii<', tlio.s<» heantilnl Vi'l'SJ'H 

eoiM|iie.st, \N liich xNcre first pulilished in 
.laeohiii/ and of which the present. Lord 

most liiiishrd seholar and a man of Irnc 

I'uiiis, <>;a\e a translation of jteenliar 

Nor did the .^ame tasl(> and the sanio 

lappy and ea'«y \ cr^illi'ation <piit iiini in 

II' of thr ( 'oiiinrittn' \v(>u!<I iiavc liiid this Hli'lK^k 

i(l4-iu'r, :is not lH-:ii-iii;>; ii|)oii llic iiiattiT uC tiie iiH 

lnisr of ( 'linrilics; liiil tin' pciuTJil voicf WBH 

Ii!-oiioiiii(M'(l ill r;noiir ol' irtMinin;.', it, :in ii Niiiall 

I- |.'i-c:il rcs|>crt for Lord NN'rIlcslcy ; and I kaow 

ly viiliicd thi.-. triliiiti'. 



Hchrw, UtU he might be able to rdiaiitlii 
of tiM S)cr«d wtilings, particularly tbe 1 
■m ntyMt urmui^h admiration witlt hint. 
4tol«lG linos* on the ' HahylonUu WOk 
pluilMl from the Eiiphi-aies a huadraci ji 
vntni ui^^esU-il by ibe ilcli^ht iw took in I 
Bwlm, tliu must tttluctirig uutl bcMiliful r 
qiired king's uliole po«iry. This fine f 
Ibe productiuo of hlii eigliiielh yeas. 

Ax OKford he formM wjiii Lord Gr 
&ien(l>liip wluch cniilinuiHl during thfir I 
led to hit) liitiuiavy ulili Lurd Grotvill 
kiimma, Mr. I'itt, ujion their entering iu 
Ufb. TtMt ikmiiible man i^ns sure Iu wt 
Tslueuponik hntrt xo gentle, a spirit w> I 
acooinpliiJutiunt* <Ki brillwtit aa Lord W« 
but it i» fittbuft one of the luoit «^^ 
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aed any auxiliary at all save Lord Melville, he 
er should have deemed it worth his while to 
mote Lord Wellesley, whose powers as a 
sker were of a high order, and with whom be 
xL on the most intimate footing*. The trifling 
oe of a puisne Lord of the Treasury, and a mem* 
r of the India Board, formed all the preferment 
ich he received before his appointment as Go- 
rnor-General of India, although that important 
nination sufficiently shows the high estimate 
Qch Mr. Pitt had formed of his capacity, 
h the Lords' House of the Irish Parliament 
rd Wellesley(then Lord Mornington) first showed 
Be great powers which a more assiduous devotion 
;he rhetorical art would certainly have ripened 
> an oratory of the highest order. For he was 
roughly imbued with the eloquence of ancient 
»ece and Rome, his pure taste greatly prefer- 
j, of course, the former. The object of his study, 
irever, had been principally the four great ora- 
IS (on the Crown and the Embassy) ; and I 
ndered to find him in his latter years so com- 
tely master of all the i)assagcs in these perfect 
dels, and this before the year 1839, when he 
fan again to read over more than once the Ho- 
ric j)oems and the orations of Demosthenes. I 
nt nnich time with him in examining and com- 
ing the various parts of those divine works, in 
[mating their relative excellence, and in discuss- 
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ugiunrnt nitli the pitui of eacii nnlieB. 
raeoTlect alui being suiprisnl to Ami ttvi ' 
rO miirh iirgtei^nl itw lisEcr nratloiif ;. n 
(faualin) as it were ndih (lie one trhtelt bkK 
jneamparabl}' superior to all othmn ta K wl 
not only tor £ome time wroulil not oiUow I 
share of praise to .£schiiKs, itIiom OfatiaD 
Cle»p6oii is truij magnlfieeut, all but tbe 
the peroratioD, and whose oration on t\» B 
«xoels that of his iDoslnous riT&l — but ikit In 
hid nerer opened his eyes to the rstnoi 
boaulies of (lie Philippics, iHthoat fnllr «t 
WUch I conceiiv do one can hare an admiini 
OTtbe perfection of Demmh«<ii«an e)o<pKne< 
(King TOitIC pBstmgRs of fierce and iitdigiuai 
titc more lerrible in those speecfao tlian ai 
an to be found in the Ctntphon it*cl£ 4 
Oplnloa was LonI Ur'eIil!ele^- hinuelf oltisMt*! 
I believe hederivfdfnlWmorepIeasareafkt 
tWn he had erer done betbre from UateadS 
ifcoae grand pmduclions. 

Upon this a<)niiml>le foundation, nml «i 
pure and cbcutened tai>te wlitcii be Unu Ind 
i»rt hb eBhrts, he could well ereet & tint 
•trncture. Par be had a fervent ainmalton, i 
(uellc fnrei!, a nind full »f u-nnbJlitie*, « 
w»nn nnd slleclMMiiKe ; ami tb« dianuaa 
■■dentuidhip oablcd Um both to ri 



y argpumcnts with entire ftucccH to a refined 
: ill the proceed) 11^% of none other did he 
! a ftfirt. Iliri powerd of eoin)MMiition were 
id lie ufJopfiid tiie true method of acquiring 
ty of d<'hafin^, oh well as of excelling fn 
—he Ntiuihi<i liJK Npt'ceheMeareftiily, and fra- 
sonniiithd his f IioiiiflitK to writing. But he 
[Kuin talent for (l(K'Iamution. Jn the IriBh 
lit hcattaehed hiiiiKelf to the j»arty of Mr. 
then in the niidst of Iiis (glorious Htriiggle 
iiidcpciidriicf; of his eoiintry. That great 
kly <'sfi mated Iiis vahut ; and remained affioc- 
iUtaeiicd to liini tll^)n^ll life, although they 
iwn aficrwaKis inio opposite part !<•». On rc- 
to Kn^'iand lir lM'<'ain(* a incinhcr of our 

(JuiniiMMi^, wlu'iv' Ik; was nniforinly oon- 
itli .Mr. I'itl. I)\ privalt* fricndsliip as well 
I'ity of opiiiioii>^ ; :in(l w Ihmi tin; i'reneh 
')ii, and flic pi iiicijilcs propagated hy it. in 
trv, tlircalciM'd I Ik; siiliv-cision of our mixed 
•III. .'iiid IIk- trial of tin* most perilous of 
iiMfMil -. a pure licniociacv in a e(lnntr^' un- 

for .-cif ;.'<iv<'iniiu'nl, tin; talents of Lord 
V shone fnilh in a powerful resistamu; to 
<'ifi'i tori'Mit. 

real spMccli wliieli he <lelivered in daiiuary, 
on the eFKurnities of tin; Freneli Kevolu- 

the iinpossjhilily of makin;^ jieaee with 
liors and directors, mad(^ an extniordiiiary 



Ukening it U) a treatise or a book. The 
■neh a piece is to be estimated by 
whole, aud not by particular 
Ugliest merii as a luminous and ioipieoi^ 
menl, actnuipunieti by M>utitl renaooing oa 
disclosed, and animaieU appeab to tbe feeli 
were calculated lu txcite. The texture 
wbnle is oriJBily wovpu ) and the tmt^l 
happy tuiii imtunil. To give aoy samplea 
qunlitics wuulil ntanifestly be impowiblek 
jwrtiratioo may be read with admiration ;— 
"Alt the circunislancea of your aitua 
now before you. You are now lo make ] 
tiou ; you are nan- to decide nhellier it bat 
the dignity, the wisdom, and tbe spirit of 
nation, lu nrly for her exigtence un the ( 
will of a restless and implacable eaony, <t 
immmrmA. Vwi ura nmr ta tU^tOtt wIlM 



ights of property, ami of the whole fnune 
aw8, our liberties, and our religion: or 
you will deliver over the guarduiut^hip of 
) ble^ings to tlio justice of Cambon, tlie 
r of the Netherlands, who, to sustain the 
abric of his deprec'iateil assiguats, defrauds 
.tions of their rights of property, and mort- 
,e aggregate wealth of Europe ; — to the 
ou of Danton, who first promulgated that 
I law of nature which oniains tliat the 
le Pyrenees, the Occiin, and the Rhine 
i tlie only bounihiries of the French domi- 
to the religion of Robespierre, whose prac- 
iety is the murder of his own sovereign, 
)rts all mankind to embrace the same faith, 
issassinate their kind's for the honour of 
() the friendshij) of Ijarrere, who avows in 
)f all Kiirope tiiat the fumlamental article 
'volulionaiv Liovernment of France is the 

ft V* 

ariiiiliilation of the IJritish empire ;— or, 
) whatever may be the aeeitlental caprice 
ew band of malefaetors, who, in the last 
)ns of tlu'ir exhausted country, may be des- 
Irai*- the present tyrants to their own scaf- 
sei/e tlu'ir lawless power, to emulate the 
of tJK'ir example, anil to rival the enormity 
rimes." 

lowever. not as an orator that this eminent 
ist be reLranled ; fin-, before he had attained 



m ma niguiM quAimw ih uw Maimnkn, 

or war, thr " otmeulto " niiiljBcl 

fa<:ti>,"» mill tlie brilUiut mmu 

nil hU opvraiiutt*, iurnUi no 

iBiiU»r nf iiiicnaliuK rftl«.-tluB, but cf mi 

iiwtmuilao lu ail Hii-.<mMliti-^ nilBOk Knr 

tkbi^ be iiiuit: fuKiiuat^ tlinii Ihii irliina w 

l>io|iiit«liw " tuu gin 

wliolw mmliicl <if lii« tplcntlul adminutn 

Ibim^lxnT, a iloly uf the faido 

U rvcunl id auiial* lo dwell ttniowlnl 

I (liMo llHiic^. fur rlit- Kftko uf Ibo «lth 

whi«h n itiidy nf ihi'm m Hltod lo imf 

I «)uill ui>w |imntr<l ; luul 11 ta an I 

inditcemnnt tn the work, timt we tliu*«hat 

(qipnrtuiiiiy of tinnrlj' nliacTviufc Umi ebu 

nmiliiot of bj' for tlio jiuutt etHwUfsalil 
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e Mine thing, the force with which it had 
nd by which it might expect to be assailed ; 
I, the balance of power in the peniiuuLi 
ti Wellesley aMuined the government. We 
eforeb<!^in by shortly con.si(Jcring in what 
events of 1791 and 1792 had left it. 
iieral outline of Indian afiaira is sufficiently 
to most readers. Whether for good or 
to this country men have doubted, and 
dispute; — whether for go<Hl or for evil to 
en of India, now that the exaggerations 
y and the di.stortious of party ingenuity 
n forgotten, no man of ordinary und^- 
raii raise; any (jiicstioii — a footing liad been 
»wiy a('(|uin>d, .'ifrcrwards rapidly extended, 

lirit.'iiii in th(; Indian peninsula, and was 
h1 I)v a small nuinerical force of our 
rn, Imt. witli the; consent, at leiu<t the 
l)niis>i<>n, of a vast body of tii*; people, 

the c()ii(Mirn'ii(r(; and the iu^lp of many 

)V, ir<, uhoM; hostility ainon*^ tli<;m8elvc8 

iiMMMJ to our advantage with grc^it skill, 

|>rcttv iinii'orni success. It had long 

l)c a (|ii<>tiou whether or not this empire 
dtauiioncd. Iluiuanity towards our native 
ind our allies, as wtrll iis justice towards 
•ountrNMUMi, forbade all thoughts of that 
lU, even at times when there seemed a 
'i-iil impression among our rival statesmen 



eTATUMan of « 

ttmt til? I^M>t Indian pnlronain wn* pnAv 
iUCb jx^ril tn the cotiKtitritiiui uf tiM! gnvii 
borne. an<l tlif? whole nubjoot itf Itiilioo a 
bMct with Hueli iiiextricabit) (litHcultlea, an ^ 
s wisL that we hari never set. foot on tb 
the GiingP*. To rontitiuR in tbo aom 
and to BlMtain from till extenriou uf a dmdt 
ttlresdy oiioimous, was Ilrerdore tlie ouly klDi| 
raodemtion to whicli rccoiiTw could bo bad i | 
it i« hardly neoesMtry to ot>wrv<!, lJin.t rvra | 
VU & reiolve mttch easii-r to mulct- tban bi b 
by. For, suppoie ever iio fl\ed a purpuov to 
entertainucl, tlial. no consiilerntiot] slioiiM tempt' 
to incrPBEe our dumininna, no tnnn cniilil niuu(l 
such a resolution iiifiexibly in all circiimi 
and indeed leaBt of all in thu very even 
likely to happen, namely, of tome nei^U 
state, after having greatly increased it*foi<ce,d 
ing us, or overiioweringour allies, or oven oi 
n&ciiig lu, and endatitrering iinrexi!itenca,*t 
nufiuunai be wlopted of a oooDteraotlti^ tea 
In truth, VTK hod ^tton into a po»itiou (Von wH 
as Itiipomibic to rvttrv, ho wim it not liy ll 
within our own power to determtoD nte 
we should al&nd still :a It or advautMf i 
miglit happen that th« only oh(dc« v 
alHuiilonniftnt of our dtindnion, or an « 
tt* buiindari». No doubt oucli on i 
tltlii u liable to g;i'uat abuiw ; It W « 
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ed to justify acts of glaring national wrong, 
erything depends upon the circumstances 
;h it is urged, and the particulars of the 
which it is applied. Nor is it, now stated 
y reference to Lord Wellesley's proceed ingg 
i and 1799 ; these rest upon whully diflcrent 
). The present purpose is to explain the 
; of Lord Cornwall is ten years before ; and 
hanlly be denied that he was lefl without a 
as to the course he should take, and that 
and the treaty whicii closed it were rather 
ganled as neccssar}- measures of self-defence, 
;ts of aggression and of conquest. That 
Tc so considered, tliat they were defended 
his ground, there ean be no doubt ; for 
h refereiiee was made to the attacks by 
upon our ally tlie Ka jah of Travancorc, it 
> elear that this alone did not justify the 
whieii we pursued. The first uttaek had 
■»pulse<l : Tippoo had not repudiated our 
enee, but, on the eontrary, had set up a 
)f riglir, p^roundcd on what we ourselves 
ly admitted to be a gross misconduct of 
jah; and, before the second attaek, the 
had. in fact, l)eeome the aggressor, by 
iX the Mvs(>re eamp. Besides, if our whole 

O ^ 1 

was to defend our allv, the sueeess which 
ttt'uded (Mir operations had enabled us to 
liat end with ease ; and we derived no right 



tma msy mah foUilderttlDti la ( 
itf vu itul, fur ihrifi- jcnrv, r 
tlie vDtiioy, unU uiily I'xiiMtiiilns U> I 
uwiw iliL> wails of ]>U capiUkl nina I 
lib pivlii^ ii|i nno-luUr ut' lib doi! 
true tlcrriic!u til' uur jirnaisiliiiy*, and i 
wu h; nil HiuttiiN ktf)ii. bai^k m ilin tin 
ibnf^iMM (iiiliry uf lliit unein; — tbs I 
l)U vomniniiil, anil 'TJiidi bn Imil i 
claniirt nuitincr u tiwit iJutvnnlnHtlui J 
finl a;iaiiwt imr alU», uijil tliau Kga 
t}ie ItnmiriPiit im^urcl to tvhioh uur 
KmL whs <'xpiu«il lu luii^' EU mob powvfl 
lu till luiiuU uf A c.liint' bfMt ufHin imv^ 
iliMlruutliiii. Iiiiluuil, ihi- jirlnrijiaJ « 
{iloliit uuuImk! tljM war was uiuitb 1m 
Uuui llH lni|ii)I)cv; tilt vli-w Ukcii u 
[b tlirwv [mrla lit-iiig iliat wliich, 
Wfam (in i770). Imi) Iwun mntkilmi 
aiitliorily uf mnin tiT ihu lonKl giivormuM 
tlio wiimtiuncy of iwlin)f with llm H 
nipiuwl titr. JUciltralUu, and ritgardlog i 
llut mrtre (ormiilultto ailviirHirjr ; 
Slid} lui Nuiil 1(1 liQvii boctimu m ulwokita 
ami lu ill •luJtal tu tlii< uliaml olmnin 
liaw, u* llm luilicy uf Qiifon EllubiMi « 
la Ilia Sfiiinwii cTonn wuuiil tmtn b 
pwlttl in Ui0 mBim^iinwHit at HHcJia 
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may remark further upon that urar, the 
testimony in its favour derived from the 
ict of Lord Comwallis having been its pro* 
The justly venerated name of tliat prudenf. 
rtuous statesman affords a kind of securitv 
^ integrity, and, above all, for the moderation 
line of conduct which had the sanction of 
option. His Indian administration, so &r 
liaving ever been deemed any exception to 
ell-established character, Mas admitted by 
iaus of all classes, at a time when party ran 
t upon the affairs of the East, to have been so 
lary, that his last appointment, in 1805, to 
vernor- General was the source of universal 
itnient in England, as well as India; and 
s, which so soon followed, was by all parties 
led as a ^^reiit public calamity. When it is 
cred that such was the deliberate and un- 
us opinion of our statesmen regarding the 
! formerly pursued by this excellent person, 
» lonj^ a time had ])een given for reflection, 
ich ample opportunity afforded of learning 
s from exi)(?ri('nce ; and above all, when this 
n was entertained at the very moment that 
)ntroversy raged the most vehemently upon 
are recent measures of Lord Wellesley, there 
no escaping tlie conclusion that an unhesitat- 
idgnient was pronounced in favour of the 
pursued in 1789 and the two following 

-M VI. F 



nS KArxutmB or tiub op °<*i>^H 

jmnt BDil, fer ttio reMdn ahfladf rtiwi 
Uili joit^iiient cniitilaolf 1>»T«sliil Rpitntlie 
Riljiw or "tir MihiHtiMi tn tlm Tiut, wiUi nil 
tiitt Myiion*, its niW, anil tmr atBta. 

•a bmii<labl« a oei^bboUT an known tc 
reeden. He nilwl with shsolnte po«r«r ' 
hiittiljr fertile and po|»iiloii» country, of nn 
tmntlrecl tiimisuii] «)|uar» miths tn ntoit ; 
wlKee« lie raised a revenue of five ntlKou c 
a-jfKT, siDtl on nrtnyof 1^0,000 men. Ab 
tile kllPT WOTP very infiiior in elAetltV ft 
Kuntptian lrm>]w, tUe rcrmiiu wm pqial to 
a* madi in titia citnntry : and It nrw ncrnmi 
yoarJy in a treasorr rendy for tbc onn^cifii 
war, whtle his wuldii-'rs vrvri' mplrlly hnprai 
rtfccifiliiH", nn<l Uvotnitij every (Tsy nmtv 
lawrt OHM iipmi wjunl tyrins. To hii artlll 
hiul ^Ivitn thp ^rrmtwl ntirntlon, imd be I 
funned iiis Por(« of pfimnrw ttnd plcptaun.'*. f 
oonld mirvp a train 'if a homlml gun* Iq ton 
vilk H mpiiiity tiiic(}ubI1«I In ibrue onnntr 
•nr «i(btT (iitBrr. To iIimu ktm* cJeRii] 
idT(!iic;Ili iDUil be ncldol Ibp Hnritiif. Mibll 
politic nature oftlie luiin, ono iif tht mnM n 
ablp Itnit haw nppcoied in icinlcm lim* 
ferocious lymnny to hh uwn <tul>je«l>: k 
ifajlisrlit in n>l)gimiii twrowiitl-m, 
Im po«i!r wltti the uthcT iiigi'U ^r I 



.?|| 
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). hi* in«xtin^is)iable ii&tred of tlic Kt^isfa, 
:ie lull from his cradle beoa taught tu rt^rd 
tin placable Mioiuies of his fninily — tliCM.-, 
th«y uiidoubltNily farm dttrk f<uliir«s in lib 
»r, atigtnenteU rntiier Ihun ]t9Bi.>ned hla 
2e ID tlie p«iiindula, uud niada liim an otgMt 
■M to all wiiom admiration •>( hii lietW 
» — his valour, pereevOTaiico, ailUretn, nnt 
iam — might £ul to captivate. AltJMugh Mi 
Mussulman zeal alieiuteil Itim fVoid iJt 
im nations, yet did his still fiercer unimiMitjr 
: liie English so far coiiqtm or UHUiige hll 
jsni a* to make Iiiin tourt wluUever power WU 
. to our intereala ; and accordingly hb) COH- 
fndeavour was to gain tho frieiiiialLli) Oiid «>- 
ton of France, frinii wlu.-h lii> .■njiwIwI to 
tho meaos of in'i'khi-' uiir nifcllnTnv, and 
of exterminating the Britlih hum in,'tM 
On the eve of the Bevolution he bad Mot » 
•mbtssy to Paris, with the viawof ibnrint 
ance for offensive purpotes ; and om.of tk* 
■rs of Loub XVI. (Bertrand de Uollnllk^ 
Blared that a moat tempting propoial wm bbM 
servants of that unibrtunato prinoe in ITM^ 
jnat secrecy, and whioh they «ei« di^waA 
ave &voui«hIy ; bat that Loulai^ratMitnl 
the coDsequencei of bii fi>rm«r 
! colonial affiiiis, and «a« Ihm too 
9 tiM fruiu of it, to embaricimaiai ia 
r9 



f 



mWrpr!wi«, l<vuu (itinpiMliiq tli&t tlui iiHUI 
of hi! tJoitilciiuw liiul Ifdl him lliu ii^ttinn. 

'I'liert' cun, I i-nnrnlvv, be tio tuum^ I 
UtuI tliH viiit of 17HU wHtli tliUimwitffuI uiid '' 
[dacabln ■■jji<niy, lliiiuiirh it ofRvtjil u iiilgtily 
mbi<iUuiii)t'lil«Kti'«<ri^tIi, jotlnft hiiiiDKirf'mni'W 
ihsn ever in hi* IintTcu], tini) mtRFturitly ftmni 
ba nfpn]i<il Htill an by flir our mast tiirnitili 
ndgbbuTir. Thtt tuwuion of iinlf his torritnrii'i 
Did Cumimny and itn nltiM, tlie Nluun ojid 
iUahratitui, Iiod been «xtortod fVom him by n 
f]m^, tvlifrn inniiy nf liin jirin'tlpiU Ihrtrt^iw ii 
taken, hln inipilul elnsi<]y invivitrili iind un >« 
fmjiendintf, tins Imiid of whltib t)in pfneslln^ I 
onuiw lit' imr trnopi brt'orti ihii placu iituiIp im Im 
iluulitlVil. V)3t »o tiitliT wiu thn cup then liM 
Mr li]w, thut ertni in liia uxtrvmlry tiu flaw 1| 
Ihftii it, Liroke off tim trtvty, ufter t>TD nf hit Hi 
ddeM *cini liaii Iw^n given Into our hiuiili 
hmtngo, anrl jiroparcd for u last fthrt of dcfpM 
rctimtuiipu — whnn, fttcilittg tliat It wu too hi 
that «ui' pualtion mniln the fitll of S 
finviUlilo, nml tiiut ht* uttttr dn*tU 
Mrtidii EonM!<]UrncR of fUrthur nfUMl, 1 
to whntRviir wm (leiimndnl, kiuI, In \&a I 
btltcmiwt tif •i>irll,sutldenly oignrd ()^i 
Sucl) a perMjnnpiv, In kuqIi u fnitnr i if mind, llnM 
Mrippi^d nf half lii« iloinliilon*, wa> J 
torn tlie itiiniiLiiiJcr Into mnuui dTiuqb 



t wu too hi 
of Serti^ial 
•tUetkittH 

)„\^ OH 
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inoyance, and only to desire life that he might, 
1 some future day, slake his thirst of vengeance, 
he country which he retained was full of strong 
aces, and bordered upon our dominions in the 
arnatic by so many passes that Madras could 
irdly ever be reckoned secure from ids attack, 
is territory was centrally situated, between our 
ttlemcnts upon the two coasts, so as to command 
e line that joine<l them. He still possessed his 
ipital, a place of prodigious strength, and which 
5 could again fortify as he had done before. His 
jspotic power placed the whole resources of a 
ch country at his absolute disposal, and the six 
ars that followed tlie peace of Seringapatam were 
:tively omj)loyed in preparing for tliat revenge 
Inch, ever since the disasters of 1792, had been 
irning in his breast. This is what might naturally 
ive been expected, and it was certainly found to 
ive tak(Mi phice. Lut the course of events had 
ill further fav()ure<l his desiiyns. The dissensions 
noiiir the otlier native princes, and rebellions in 
,e tloiiiinions of some, had greatly rethiced tlieir 
reniitli. wliih' his kingdom had enjoyed a profound 
?ace ; and, unfia'tunately for the pjnglish interest, 
ir chief allv, the Nizam, had been so much re- 
iced in his strength and reputation ])y a disastrous 
ar with the JVishwah, and by a very disgraceful 
•ace which he had ])een comj)elled to make, that, 
rtgardiMl our rehitive i)()sition, the Mysore might 
almost said to have gained whatever had been lost 



ll'fTO HOi 



la tks Dccaan. The sUte of afflklw bi Vionoe;' 
tuul nialuiinUy clmiitiml aliiuu 17Sjl. T\i-i\ 

tif liuliouaggruMiDui uiiil, a.ltJiuu|[liuur«tH 
lU wea uuulu llw uriivul »j' l-'ruuuli uuitiim 
tnuuHly illtlliniU, U rlmily appoiu'ii tliac, Iwl _ 
■Ut^udiliait In l%7iili n-iiil iiulejiuuduutly nt'usj lii 
whifili Iju uilghr IiiiUd ii|<(iu iU Rucufwcriil u 
la U|Mu tliv jiuniuiiiriit i-itnliliiiiiuieiit. nf iIik l-'n 
in lliot uuiuilry, '£i|)jiuii tuid mlunil lain d 
inuiilitiiLiiiii wlilt tliu govuruuieul ol' ilio Muiril 
G>r die {iurpuM< uf f\kritiiHdiig hi* favouiito dc 
of obUiiiiiijf tbuir cuuivtaiicn to ruvMiyti liiui 
opoii iliu l^ugliuh »HiUl«iiiuiU. Thii ttwiri 
Fnuioli utlSoerjii Ui lu« MU'vicii liiuj lung {ilann 
ids iliii{uiuil able eD^iiiueni, u Hull u iiLliur Qilltl 
(lieu : niiii liU ti'iiiijiK iiuvur were in to liigli ft * 
sf (lUoiiiliuo, ri»r Ilia iwiiy hu well iLji[iiiiri(t«i 
nil TfliecU. 

Uul it vtm iiat merely in bis uwii iloiuiuiotu 
h* bftd ijii[iurUiut lielp to oxpri't froiit lil* Kid 
ovaui'xium. fJilior luititc lU'iiic'-v luul oilnptiiil 
■uiui|ioLcy,(Uulgui'ally, lluil<buiii|iiiuruUi«nt 
Uubml a E'lcp* uf la(Xi uuai uiuiu' JM. Itayiuiiu 
frnjiub (.'DiiuiiuHiiHr, vliu liul mtrvivl iu lliu «v 
L7Htli Aiul tlitd luul Alum butMi iiwceRMtl bi nl 
10,1)00, ihii iifHcwn i>r wtildi »*un) nlaiurtall I'm 
01^1 jHicluiik uf tliu iixvcjiumliurj nbich uiilin|i|til; 
tlvU Uiue ^ravoUttl belwucQ Uia tnn> t 
luitig 4'vitpy wdfAvwr to uiHlotmliio ooi | 
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Jerabod, and ro little to be relied on in case 
ir services iM^iiig required by our ally ap;ainst 
3, that lie niiglit rather reckon upon them as 
\ than pn'imro to meet tlieir hostility. Some 
had heiai felt upon this hesui in the campai^ 
)2 ; and althougii iit that time the cor^ra of 
)nd was couiiiaratively insignificant in amount, 
noverth<>h>ss beon <i(!inn(Ml, even then, ncces- 
niak<? the Ni/aui take into his |)ay two 
corps, one under an Irish, tiie other under 
nerican oHicct, to serve as counter]K)ises to 
t*neh, iipr)n tiie supposition that in the latter 
i> iiad natural allies. In 17i)8, the Irish- 
battalion n.Muaineii at IIy(U>rabad, but nuni- 
no nion^ than s()<) men; the AnuTicaii's Iiod 
lisbandtMl, and had i)ass(;d into tlie service of 
[ahrattas; l^'iyinniKrs, which liad inereosod 
eh that il f'onncd tlic bulk of i]w. J>iizanis 
was onl('rr<l hv hiiu to Im' still further rein- 
, and earrird to M,(K)(). It wiLs rerrnited, 
])n)p()rtinn I'f a tliird of its nund)er, from 
•rritnri<'s in tin* ( arnatie, and by (h'st-rtion 
f)iir rrniiiK iits ; no jKiins were spareil by its 
s lo pronioh' ihis spirit whenever its det.'urh- 
were near tlu' Alachas frontier; and a con- 
eorr«'>i)(»iMlriie<' was maintained by it with 
reneh troops iii Mysore. Its iniluenee on 
Hirt <d' llvderaba<l was so "reat as to alarm 
liidster of I he Ni/ani who wus more than the 



tea in the tiUi!rest of Eufi-lnnd. Fiiully, Tln> 

lonlcei) tu an luva^lnn tif nur nortlmo pruiluo 

I end those of our Mahratia nllius) liy Zottutuo^ 

L tihe soTereign nf Canbul, with wlium be bad a^ 

I a ouiDiaunivntiun, a«d wlio had reoenlly s 

' with but Itltle ojiposjlioa, ui paitetratla^ a> I 

Ltthore, where be was «lopp*xi by eome Aix 

having broken out in bU ciwii iJon 

1 mtte of our aSnun in OiiiJe n^udnred tliut { 

I a suuTce of wcakiidss, uud enmpolled tut u 

an eilHtordiiiary force tbere. 1')ie UaliraUak ij 
' been extremely wenkeiiod by qimrroU nmuiij; tM 
telTDSi and tlic.ir cbief vlutv. tliat vmiar < 
PKishnnii, bail h<K;n so cnp(>l«i by a mooM 
of inUiriml revoliitioiis, tliitt in llie event of-H 
bsing ntquinid against MyKore, Utile prOwpwlB 
' beld out of any efTeclual CD-op«ratli)n fnmi'^ 
quarter : while there, as in ev^rry coart of ^m 
the intriguvc of Tijipoo liaA bncn uiirsmHN| 
ltin])lciy«d t» imdamiiui! our indueiiuo, uiil (M 
up dim:! huitility uguiuat us. ^t 

It WEw ill this stale of nBun thkt LonlM 
]o»1ey nuwned Ihe ^vernniual of Itidta^fl 
arrived at'tho Cape of Good liopo, du IiIM 
out, i'ri yebniary, 1T!)%. He deemed Il^^ll 
to upou tlie India-llouM< dinpatrbn, wbiith Mfl 
00 tbeir pasmgo To Kuropf i and be fbtiMtlfl 
CnjW, by n fortunate accident, Major MriWliB 
& g<!otluniim of great expt^encc «iid aMUtM 



MARQDKM 'WSLUCSLST. 109 

ad bcsen tlio British resident both at the court 
I Nizam oiid of Scindiaii* Tlie itifortnation 
Lord Wel]e»ley received reganiing the state 
(liaii politicM from him, uiid from the dis* 
», uj}peurs to have immcdiatfily laid the 
ition of the opiniotiH which he acted upon 
rlioiil the (liHiciilt chhIh tliat ensued. Indeed, 
iH nothing more renmrkuble in thi«e transao- 
tliun the MtatemftntM which iie transmitted 
tli(! Cape, lie evidently had there made 
i mind uiKin the line of iM}]iey which it was 
to puFKiK;, in orch^r to nwtore the liritisli 
ic(,* among tlu! native powen*, to emancipate 
lies tUo.m from Krench inHuencc;, and to place 
in ('.ir('uniHt4'in('(>.H that niiglit enable them to 
lin titr'ir indiqic.ndcnceand fulfil their engage- 
with IIS. The first and most important of 
cnitioiis when hv. arrivcKJ in India — the one, 
1, whicii <*n:ibh;d him to att(;itipt all the rest — 
!«• r(^(hi(rtioii of tlie corps of Kaymond ; and 
id ill th(; dispatches from th(; Ca]N; a very 
■.t statciiiciif. nf'tlic iiccc.s.sity of this ofieration, 
his (h'tcriiiiii.'itioii to sul)Hiitiite for Raymond's 
an additional liritisli force, and resolutely 
vent il.^ iii(rcas(; until that siibntiliition eoidd 
Wtrvi'il, 'IIm! j;cii(;ral outline of the policy 
he a ft (M* ward. 'I jmrsued with n'Spect lo other 
H is also very |)laiiily Kkf^tcluil in these me- 
ie dispatclies from tlio Cujie; and, us fur 

Fa 



BS ngnrdoit Tipfjon, oltlxxigli at the ti 
fornulion Imd nucliud l-urd Wellcsio; 
GovL>mm^t of iiny acU of boatlillj', ( 
BUjr prnparstions for a mptiiriR, ilia oenm 
oonduct Bi to be beld with rccpert lo bii 
polotwi out ilistiDctl;. — '-My iiluii <iu ibi* 
jeet," nays liis Lordahip, *' im, (hnl ut ou lb* 
haad we oi:^ht n^'cr lo lue irnir Aij^A /nn^ 
loteartLi Tippoo, iior ever aUttapt la dctitf hh 
tm/it(r>l pfiiit of hi* just rtffJiU, fio, on U» o 
wtiere >ve have disdact pToob iif hi» nwchina 
ajjittiuict uf,, yea aught to Itt him know thi 
tnaclieff dnei not escape our iiluunnuioa, 
to make liiiu feel that lie la wltlilu ihe nm 
onr riijiliLDt^. — At preBcn). it tppaua lo im 
hi! ii pcquiittpil to excite ilUwill a^nM na vim 
ill- plmto, withciiit thr Icnst attemfit uo aor 
to ri-preli(!iid eitlier him for Ilie >i>^i«tio«i, (t 
C'diiiI. to whom he applim. fur lUltaiing to iL' 
Lord Wellcsley proceedeil from ihc Of 
Uiuims, vrhoTO he rem&incd wKn« wmlu, la i 
to super! II tend thn cxn-minn of tlw mouura 
neted h» bo pursued witli resiuict to u ukiiu 
ihii MTtim^t}- of Tanjore- But It au1i9e«t« 

■ IlbnremaTlmblc, mid I Mv<t<> an imnmnp WtJ 
Mitnc*. Klunring hoH v»,'iinii«1x loni Wcllulicjr 
lud plvm wcm rormnl, Uiat vliuip pugui uT hU II 
AugiiHt, At CHlciilta, (^xjikintng hii ticm, tt ' 
p»Tfii*il Ti.va tumomlu' rMoi^fnccinllii-caiiii^ 
tani ilu' l«ncT5 wrUtmi tiy hlin al Uin V»f* la V 



n (hftl (hb tIsU mn ofmntenO tern in ^vfng 1 
tn aecuRtte ^lew itf lh« eluunctcr, tajratis 
iHpOMlioM or Ibe ptJiK-ifial pmDiu mn-iirnFd 
I government of that preaitlmiry. Tliere ue 
tore stribftig tlociiiiipnU among fil* ili»]M(ctw» j 
the lelter oonlaining an Account oftlirse pw« ! 
rliicli lie sent In T.nnl Ctivr (nftprwnntit Lorf* J 
)), the ne«- gm-omor, won nflvr (ik arrimt; 
li«re cao bci no tldiibt thni I^nl Wnllaslti^^ ] 
nnl obscTvatluii of Hit- iinlividaub Inl Mot id I 
to iletect (he f)uarter from ivlience an RttOMpt I 
irsids' pTQC<wde<l to thwart liU <I(«ig7ia, ■ 
l§d Mm to counteract and to fhistran tfait'l 
pt. Having incidenliiUf ailTcrtn! tn thil j 
it is fil that justice* should be readnrad ta ' 
onttuct of tiK two principal {lunitiiis at tllU 
— Lord Clive and General Hurris. Wo one 
lae from a perusal of ttio luiliaii uoniivipDiitl- 
tvlthout forming a very tiigli opitiiori of Iho 
'ible gnoil sense, and' almdy resolution to 
Jcn all private fwlingB to the iniOTests of llie 
Se, wliieh guidL-d ihe wdole conduct bo(ii of 
fovernor anrt cominamler-in-cIjiL'f. Bcitb rtf 
'appear at once to hove felt and ohej-ed the 
ncp of a superior inind wlicn llio plan* of 
WellMlcy were iinfoWtil to (hem. IHs firra- 
ifulecil, hi* ooiifidence fn his own rraoiircw, 
Us determination lo cany thrmijh hi* owii 
irtf, wcro tenipercd t>n all iicciuion* by tbe 




greatevt urbanity sad kimlnm dF iluini 
tovranls IhoDC coiuljiitani. NcveftlicIiMi, | 
of l«)wi gwiil tHUif, luul l«w< OcruleJ to like liiM 
or their d>ity, would have bocn i^it Hi i 
ooltiu upon oncuaaoiM tviwn avriuus ) 
tu be cnoounteriHJ, tuxl ineu of u mean dlaq 
nud a conlnuired umlereiandlug, would noC | 
fitiled lu jilay tlie |>art in nliicti suob p 
moaly excel, promptj»d by eovy, or even a p 
pocterooft jeoloiuy, where tie utter aWnce of J 
equalitf makes it ridjciilous— that of cnipfng, oi 
cainpUiuifig, aiid n^iintn^, ftod I'TnUingdiSwiilM 
If bereaa IIiogg ablt^ and luuful servouU uf \h^m 
•howed aa tuuob xeal in excL-uliug Uh) Gomh 
General's plan as if all liui measurai lutl bvwfl 
own. M 

About the br^ginning of Jiitic>, sooq kIMh 
wrival at Calcutta, I>c>nl Wi'llnilcy raooltql 
t«Ui^noo of a pTOoliuuaiiun liavin|( imm dji 
ut tJic KIsiiritiu8 hy General Malanlo, UwUfl 
(^veruur, and wtu funitilicd «-ilh a co^tjU 
document. In tlie cQiinw of n fortnight iUW|| 
ticity wits provnl bejoud all doubt; and tu 
portancA u-m nnqneKtiiiimblc. It annouwirifl 
nrrivnl of ambaimdors Ouiu Tippnii j }ito oNb(^| 
£xuvativ<' DirtsctoTy of an alliauee, oHieMI^H 
defiuiMve, i^[ain!it tlur Englisli power; Uk^^I 
uf BsMHtance ; and hi* vugagi-uieut to lladfl^B 
aft »ueti an it sliuuld urivc, firr On fM^H 
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pelling us from India; aiid it called upon the 
labitants of the colony to form a force, which 
mid be transported to Mysore, and taken into 

9 Sultan's service. It was ascertained that the 
tbassadors had given the most positive assurances 
their master's name of his determination to act 
the proclamation stated — had obtained the aid of 
certain inconsiderable number of French officers 
d men-— had returned with these in a French 
&p of war — and had presented them to Tippoo, 

10 immediately took them into his service, having 
M) received the ambassadors on their arrival 
ith marks of distinction. His army was known 

be on tlie footing of a war-establishment ; that 
to say, it was constantly in the field, excepting 

the monsoon season, and amounted to between 
^;00O and 80,000 men, beside a numerous and 
>Il-appointe(l artilleiy ; and the (liscii)line of the 
intry, in particular, had been of late very care- 
ly inii)r()ve(l. His treachery, exceeding even 
> measure of perfidy proverhinlly common to 
stern courts, had been displayed in the letters 
t to the (iovernmeiit at Calcutta, both before 
td Wellesley's arrival, and also to himself, some 

them on the very day when procee<ling8 were 
en in the negotiations with France. His in- 
dues with the native courts, and witli Zemaun 
ah, had likewise been diseovercKl ; and they all 
bted to the siame object — the attack of our 



arikmlif precluilti all risk from lib ^ 
Ids plniM fclioult) Lic maturMl, and 1ie~4l 
ttw flirlluT BsKinlaiice which ho espedeJ— 
Wtticli there was Utile, if wiy, irason to snj 
irOuld ti^KO tu, ufter Uie a^inlei tio llf 
rittieed rrnRl his laxtes ta tile lasl war. ^ 
«lilch liU Lordsliip had (brtned, In Iht i 
Hcwtllftles, i\08 to eeito the Sultnn'N jmrtloi 
Kiilabar coa^'i liy marching' une nnny froi 
itiji to movo unntliur tone fhim iW i 
d{if]D Scringuptttani t uiiil thuK f^oiupd htm 
^vn ii|i llint j>nrt of his domlutoiu which 
Aim to maintain his intnvourao wHh ¥>% 
to diamm ntl l-'riinch iifflcnrj nnil moo f 
ttrtluc; tn recoiw rwiilcn(« from iis and i 
Rllj«s. nliluh hv !nu!, for ohviouK rcaionx, ni 
|H^itet) In riafusing ; and to dvfVay the «]([ 
<!.«««>■ tt ^^..^ — ;»:„->t,» ^^uti. 
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WB« SO crippled as to mako it impofisible 
?ient force to march upon Seringapatanu 
ite success Lord AVelleslev entertained no 
lit ho wisely judged tliat it would be 
»le in e%'ery view ti) undertake a war 
uld not, to a reasonable certainty, be 
itliin the season. 

)\v lut me claim the reader's best attentxoiiy 
ndeavour to lav before liim a sketch of 

•p 

rable eombinatioii of means bv which the 
.11 was not oiilv successfullv executed the 
. hat liy whii'h its success ap^)ears to liave 
lereil as iiearlv a matter of absolute cer- 

nf 

aiiythhiL^ in polities and in war can be. 
e seen that tlie ilesigns of Tippoo were 
eoiiMteracte*!, and even the pos&i bill lies of 
hi'^ our seliiMiies were prevented by the 
of a systeinaiiv' e(>urse of i)oliey in ahuosl 
iricr uf India, in the native eonrts us well 
()\\:: .N.tthMnents ; thai he >\as, as it were, 
hI i:i all diivi'lions, st) as to eut oil' each 
' r.-'apv' ; that he was guarded against in 
nnr Uv which he nni:ht a^suil us, so as to 
«'il of all nuans of i-tlcnee ; that wiu-rever 
1 to intri'jnr ai^ainst us, tlicre he found our 
I till* Viaieh, and our inilniMn-e lortilied — 
coininon interests or eonnnon ieelings 
I a pio-ipeet of succour, there a watchful 
idcnt care had neutralized thu..e natural 



I 



L 



ally, if it foiled to make him an eM^H 
Aud flrst of ftll, in order to es&flS| 
of tlio policy which we ura going M am 
raqiLiidte llmt a cleur idea bu fnnntxl u(.i 
in \'kw. it wftn tu reduce Uie Sulbui'a 
taking iulvuntAge next year of the cauii 
alre«ily given liy him, unlesa he coiild ba 
the mean tiinf, to gire the sati^fuctiun on 
-roquiniil. Uut the army on the 2klMbaa 
meat trtu iututpable of dotendiog that. 
mucU more of iicliiig against Mywjre.. 3* 
(Jubc of the Compuuy liatl trebled vit) 
jeiUE, mid tUi'ir credit wax so low, tbtt . 
Cfiut. pu(wr was at a discouut of rigli 
tw«Rly per cent, i and even twelve per M 
At a iliiGOiiDl. of four. The UJeam aud 1 
^jjyre our two alliis, .bound laJVt 
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Mtible time left his own country situated in 
*tli, botwt*en tlie Jumna an<l the Nerbudda, 
ken post at Poonah, the IVishwah's oapitul. 
it became jwrt of I^^nl Wellesli»y*a ohjt»ct, 
itiiout wliieh tlie rest must iliil, to restore 
:wo powers to imlepemlenee, and make the 

one, if not both, avaihible to us, M'hilo 
■ sliouhl be sutiered to act against us. Again, 
ih liimself was accessible to Ti|)poo*s arts, 
L*r him some check nmst be providetl. It M'aa 
found that l)oth he and tlie Pc^ishwah were 
y hostik' to us; and Scindiah, in particular, 
negotiation with tlic deposed Mal)ob of Oude, 
Tthrow our influence in the north, bv re- 
r that prince, and dctlironing the ^iabob 
whom we had raised to the throne. Next, 
,vas the threatened invasion of /emaun Shall, 
lad prepared to cross tlie Attock, and wiLs 

six >\eeks* march of Delhi, maiiitaininL;' by 
poudenee a friendly iiitereoiirsc^ with 'i'i[)poo, 
Itle likely to he op}>()sed either by the Seiks or 
ahrattas. It heeanie neeessiiry, therefore, to 
' the north against this (h)uble dan.L>'t>r, both 
he Shah and from Scindiah ; from the former, 
ndiali remained in the Deecan, al)andonin{j^ 

n (himinions to the in\ader; from the latter, 
Shah either retreattMl or was repuls«'d hy the 
itta powtT. Add to all these dillleu I ties, that 
. a[))>ears to have greatly disconcertetl Lord 



WvllMle.v fit one DiomcnI. ihi! pfwailfngQ 
dtmvy tjf Icntliiig mtin nt ^ladnu, whn lioAV 
ao vxiiggerateil an eslimatu of the tla^g1^T attmdl 
R rupture witli Hjiocv, ihrough a rtfculU.-i.'fMni 
-wliat the Camalic had fonnerly suDerwl fixam 
proitimlty to the enemy, and had m Hvdj- a fodt 
of the n-eakne^ of their present fstablishnxtnl, tl 
thsy tirrived at a »ery singular owl iinfbrtioi 
npinion. Tliey muintaiaeil that nii prvpaoUil 
CviMi of » prospective nature — no iDCr>M3i>, evM| 
the means of defence — shoiilrl be atlemptcid, bteol 
nn Kctivity of exertion cDuld enable t.h<iin to im 
tlio aiiemy, and any appearance of nrmin^ vdl 
only diuw tliiwn upon them an immedtftle infui 
Lord TVelleJey's first prootwciiai; wia lai 
(town with a stronfj hand the roblanoc nfcietll 
Dirt vi-tth on tli9 part of thooe who )io1d lUs nV 
Dnliiiary doctrine, and whose ai^iiment, as Iw ■il 
justly ahowHd, a^inHt tlio prudonco of prafMl 
for tirfcnoc, wiinld liecomu »tmngur ttviiry ifcifll 
Tippou's hu9itilc ptvpantions adviinccd. 
tonglU ive slmuld bw r«duoHl to U>e u 
flitber ^ implicit 8uI»dWoii< or uf bein^ 
wiicn aiid linvr the Sultan pl«afnr). He ll 
dtrectnd the urmy to bo A>twnib)eil id tim jfl 
withmit (iolay ; li« nhowcd in wiint « 
want of t>ffifli«nLcy coniplainHl of, and njn 
mnody. by (^ving: dirvcTioiM to nltsr f be fj 
BUppIyiiig^ draught cattls; he dinsctvil I 



I'flwAflatilTMiignIn IxiprtrfMruitiindMttMUhvAj 
Ira ]II;r*'"^ froiititir ; lit- iniuln tho ]£iiru|)tiai| f 
m ltd iiinvBtl t» finrrlitiii.-i Iti the mnw (jnaMSty { 

I llu) niilivo timxu slimiM be itiilliwtnl In 1)m4 
'■nil n.«(ly fo n<<t In csap of iiiviuijim; and litl 
IoIiinI a luiiply iif xpuoie fVimi ItriiyiEli 1 

v wtlli Huoh form of rnililior* imiiI initrini 
Rilii bu ImniwlKiUly aiinrdtl. Thn mriitljiiui^V 
Id At Mailrnu wu mi>t tvitli Ituniwr, Init vrllk.l 
n firmiifM, by th« Governor in CduuoII biJ 
ittn-— "If," iwy tlii-y, nfUr mll'rrln^ to tlM 1 
lutrunoo* of tlio Oouncil at Mniinu, " tf H 
pll It ]iro|)(v to enter witli you Into nny d 
ta of tlio polley (iF nur Ute cinlnn, wn ml^ht 
JFOU ti» tlie rtwonh of your own ^vnrntniut^ ^ 

II ftlmioh more than mm oxumjilo of tlm fiitftl 
l(|a«tCM nf npghwtiii^ tn kpqi p«op witli tH 
BrriaeM uf thu emtny'a (H]tii[irnftitii. ond of MUt- 
llB d(4bncK nf tlio Carnfttic, In Riich ft crlfiam 
Nwnt, on any otiuv nsourhy tlinii tt ttntii of , 
'■ml nntivo pn'[mni([on for v-or. Bnt Imng 
Iftf to rxcludp alt milt <li»ciuitionii from the 
^muhftcp of lh« liKo ffOvemmfHls, we »ht3i 
npmt o<ir oontldonco in yrinr xnnlinu and 
j'tFxwiilion of thtxifl pnrtM of the piililiu Msrviee 

1 fall within tho ilir<>ct linu nf yuur iierullnr 

td Wellwiey, wMlfl UiU corrmiinmlpnco ]mH 
i, hnil cnrHufI on tlip opiTiiliun of niutt iU 




ud it proved th« btngft upon whink M 
nqoent dicmuiw turned. Bf ntgDliBti 
tluil prince utd bin miriiotor, ftdnimbljr 
* ftnd ably conducted tbrougti Uajor Kii 
• treaty waa concluded for increaalME Um 
cubudiory forc^, and difibandin^ the COlps 
oomnuindpd by liayniond, itnd eiii«o In 
(wMch bod lutcly kup[uin(!d) by I'imn. 
fart of tkifl treaty Ihnt the French offioers 
•hoold be sent lu Kurope by the Comp 
liuit no KrenchiDao should ngaJii be taken 
KIuuii'm *vrvice. hut tliv cotuHiiit of i 
itMlfwBs to be obtained i and It it nmdla 
Ilutt iii* l^nUbip's dengn vfa» to hav« iJu 
ai^iaftlbr it. Ancnnlingly, while tbs Ih 
waa KuifiK oti, the uildiiionnJ subxidutry 
ttinw ihoumtid luou wot muvuj bo tli« 
Cininr, a pcinlou uf the Dwi^un cvdod lo 
pony in 1778, artd which lies near to U' 
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hed. The greatest courtesy and kindness 
ihown towards the officers, who were inime- 

enibarked with all their proiwrty (their 
: of pay liaving been settled through the 
»ition of the English resident), and sent first 
cutta, and afterwards to France, not being 
. as prL<;oners of war. This most important 
ding at once gave a new aspect to our affairs 

peninsula. The Nizam was restored to 
ndencc, and became our firm friend ; his 
was materially increased ; for Lord AVelles- 
Totoction of him against the Peishwah and 
ih, if it did not enable Iiim to resume that 

which lie had lost since tlie war of 1795, 
ve him the means of effectually aiding the 
iphitcd oiicrations, and secured him from the 
lity of becoming a prey either to Tipj)oo or 
adjutors. 15ut tii(! efl'oct of the cliiiuge at 
al);i(l Avas not coniiiied to the Deccaii — it was 

ovtT linlia, and in our own settlements as 
s at th(* native courts. The confidence in 
VV('ll<>h'y which it at once inspired jcave a 

to ]v.< uovorinnent wliich the mere possession 
(T nr'Ncr can bestow, es])ecially where poli- 
s well :is military oi)erati()ns are re(|Uired ; 
solute coiMiMaiid may extort implicit obe- 
, Imt tlin exertion of men's faculties, their 
s as well as their courage, can oidy be fully 
i by lining them with zealous devotion to 



ilr Hiporior. Ttw GuvRriiDr-G(siit5xl I 
ohwco of ctx<inl1<uiL aifeiita lUDiiiitr the Ji 
vductttml ill tliu Cominiiiy'f p>rvjn; bu 
uiKm ibiMM! wbn lient iSeM-rwd bU winllik 
gttVG it thcni fivi'ly J ami Ibpir entini thImi 
upon Itia [■Apocit; and apoa hi* mipparl mIH 
their tiioxt itruriuoiw exertJocu on tnery o 

It niuot rHirtaiiily ho BMrllxd cliloSy i 
diatisie efieoteii At Ilydnabad, tlmt he m 
to prevent uny unfavoiiniblo pTnrMwHng* d 
tbii Poiiliwuh'ii purl or (in 8i!iiuliabV; 1 
IntentiuDK wern uf tlie moat boMllK iiDtnn 
negntiatiuRR corned oii witli tliom fta Ih*^ 
of pntvwnting imy junction wiih Tippftii, nn 
tainin^ ponoo beiweuti thom odiI tliniSii 
Micconful. But SciniUnii nuuld unt im |i 
upou to q<iil tli« Oecaia unci relnni I 
ilominiviu ; nor would the i'uii^tvab m I 
wiUi Mysore as to dinniw iIh> titiltan'ft t 
ilor*. Th<! inilufuioc ncqiiiral at Uydon 
a foroo {irfjiunHi at limuluLy tn oMtet a 

* UomiiteralilB asalianc* «m dmivd frum ■ 
tlie miiuilty ftt I'ihumIi. tirnn|ht abniit OMlnly ^ 
flueacc. But tliougli Nnna I'lintiiTur.', kIu wm ) 
piwMT, WM niiitoroily fiiir (Htnil, bl» muiA/t j 
KHdmrminootniniiv; niiil •ftirrLi'nl WrtlciIjfylB 
Vmiy niDuod lib pruflnwd nudialnai he «tur Ai 
likva tukcii uicawrw tot joining TiKpivv but Ag 
eur dcmoiisinllDn*, rcfrrred 1o lu thu IrM, Mtyt 
fhll of ilinl lyrani nppffiiehwl Wo disv Ki nu" 
Hmm'ath.hiiatate. 



Utwah or ScindJnli a^nF-l like otber, diniiU 
tUities bre^ out b«tiTp«fi tlwm, autl (n eum- 
Ut both sltoiitd t)i«y jain a^inst ilie Kinm, 
Bttunnf the existing ■state of ihli^ until iha 
urhftnc«> ill Scimliah's own couutry, ami tlie 
onlenta in the army he commanded, rethicMl 
ipower to )D»i^ifie«nee ; and t)ins the whote 
{tary oprTRlitms agaia^ Mysore nere carricit va 
BUlely without any iotemiption from eitiier of 
le c)iie&. 

n utrfillou to the holds ovn Seindiah, wbMft 
b just been mentioned, the threatened invastM 
EetnauD Shah afforded another. In order to 
kect tbe northern tVonlier, it became necessiuy 
lEnd ft large force, under Sir J. Craig, into the 
I, which reoiained on tlie frontiers of Oudc 
B the Shah retired from the Seik'a country, 
{eh he timl approached. Tliis force -was con- 
ted on the same line during tlie critical slate of 
in in the south ; and it had, no doubt, a power* 
I effect upon Scindiab, whose dominions lay 
{PBCd to it, had he iiiado any hostile movenient 
tbe Deccaii. Tho Rajali of Berar borders upon 
bdiah on another line, the south-eastern side, 
tordingly, negotiations were at the »iine tlnm 
nenced witli that prince, for the eatablishment 
(Mefensive alliance, in case of Scindtah breakii^ 
'peacf. 
!Ve thus perceive the great busia of tlie wiialfe 



i 




j.im uppuiuiiuii J. nui r«Kuiveu to HKOUi- 
powers to do go ; and I will Vt 
powers to tiie extrenic point of their uxte 
tbfta »iiRer the smallest particle of my 
the public service to be fcustmted by such < 
With this view, my earnest requt 
IB tliat you will commuoicate to mu, wttlic 
tLeoamesof tiiobe wliohaveorrogatwl to tl 
the power of governing the e[iii>ire con. 
my charge ; the ignorance and weokftea 
s«lf-created government have already >{i; 
you from the pnppTH which I transmitted i 
the ISthJoly."- 

At the dale of this letter, 1 0th AvgtMt, : 

• There can ht, T coowiye. no Joubl, and -rtr, 
npoQacaliiirciifvofthi< whuleaflWir.thDClaTvm 
may bave had oa little, that those pumuis »t^ 



tiOBB at Hyderabad had so far succeeded, initinly, 
I donbt, from the inovemeut in the Garituor 
rear, as to show the shurt-siglitiittiu of tlio opposi- 
ia in queation ; but the great event of the dis- 
ining did not take pkce until two moiitba man) 
id elapsed. Ixivd Clive had now arrivcrl at 
idras, and he took the most steady and zenloui 
rt in BGConding the Governor-General. Ncver- 
Oess, the existence of an opinion altogether un- 
»ourable to Lord "Wellealey's power among men 
authority, aud wliose great esperience waa likely 
render their opposition embarra&sing during the 
jgii novilas of Lord Glive, thougli it should fall 
jdiake his purpose, rendered the personal presenea 
nie Grovernor-Genera] highly desii-alile ; and he 
Mrdingly removed to Madras at the end of 
acember, and there established tlie seat of govorn- 
tnt, leaving the atiuirs of Bengal to be admiDis- 
fed in his absence by the Commander-in-chief 
[ A.. Clarke and the rest of tlie Council. But 
bough his arrival at Madras had the effect, by 
Y, of superseding Lord Clive, he most properly 
fjt the first opportunity of making a declaration, 
ihx form of a minute in Council, that he should 
I' laterfere in any respect in the peculiar ai&ln 
^e presidency, or in anything relating to iti p*- i 
■Uge, civil or military ; but should conHne hiiQ ' 
tiie general interests of the empire, and a 
^Rid to theae as if he lutd continued at C 




of l^pt \ty tlu Fnnidi, « 
Inrinx itiu iinii:a)iiiiga 
tbn WHninunicaticin witicli Ltml Wolleihi^ i 
cUnlcly foMtiaw wouU be utaliliaLMi betwcun I 
gnrte anil Tippoo (and suba^ucot WM|^J| 
that lie luul iwnjecttired rigUrly), fai^^^H 
lUraot Afiniirol Kaiaier's fleet tu waMl^^^H 
GoMt willi great care, so timt all Mll^HH 
UraBedSeaiAouldbeQuloffae&twa^iav^ 
«ould eSeot tliu object ; aiitl ia caae aay oim 
esoaped tbo vigilaace of the cruisera, the m 
tium tnkvn on Ihc (untst by knd most be nUl 
And la^ccuilly tlip opiimtiun of the Bamiuy k 
Wluu the Sullau perceived iluil onall^dd 
inmlionfr w«re Ln ft forward slate ttfptnat tStd 
firand every nniivccnurtocciipiKl fay XonLV 
luy'H i^ents, he uppeara !» hnvo &U onyfl 
akno, though he carefully ilinemblia! it tn i 
liiue. A town and dialtii-I hail tieeti tont, 
iwfoi'o Lord Wdlwlcy'f arrival (>cenpi«l U 
Company, ualluil Wynnud ; Tippoii liad miidA| 
MtnUliona agaiust thii ; it uiiiii^Lml to faivc i 
nated in mistake i thu subj^L't mu DxanJMW 
Lord Wclloiley at onee onJured it to bo f^ 
without aoy LiquivaJtint. Some other !»>■<■ 
ilu|ni<eii wen by both partiiw agraad ta lau 

* Raaipiirle'a Lcittir (n Tippoo nu ftfaai loaln 
■flmterd» m thr taking of Serin gspatun, wilfad 
poon uf thu SulUn'a laoxilp proc««Uiigi, ^ 
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' an amicable inqui ry . But Lord Wellesley 
opportunity of this correspomlence, as soon 
»reparatioiis were Hiiffioitnitly advanceci, to 
Pippoo tliat ho wn8 quite aware of his hostile 
M"^ at llie AFauritius and elnewhere; that 
lshi])*s i)repanitions liacr been made to repel 
^ression whicfi nii^ht be attem])tcd ; but 
li fie :in<I his allioN, l)einj^ desirous of peace, 
ly anxious to phiee their relations with the 
:])on a safr and distinctly understood foot- 
le in onier tiiat thismi^ht l)e arranged, he 

TipiHM) to nH'cive an amlHissador, whom 
il. Tiiis only produee*! an evasive answer, 

ridiculously false c\])Ianation of theinter- 
itli tlu^ Mauritius, and puttins^ aside the 

of an ciid)Mssy, hut cxprcssiiiir lunnidiess 
it the defeat of the French il<»ct by liOrd 
whieli liord Welie^jjev had connuunieated 
nul applyiii;^ to that nation every (Epithet 
d and eontenipt, although it is now clearly 
i('<l that hi'^ despair on n'ceiviui^ the news 

defeiit knew no hounds. A<;ain Lord 
'V MP'^ed th<' rceeivinjj;' of an ambassador, 
lireet answer enuM he ohtainetl, while pre- 
>; V. ere actively inakin,!^ to incn'as<« every 
f the M v^<»re anny. 

i"th I.ord \V(>Ile^h'v tiansndtted to him on 
;>f .lannary (]"»[)[)) a h'tter, re<'apitulating 
e cornluct and '* on<'(? more calliii^ uiwn 



sun ihf o.rally SulUu Rave no ouawur, tJu 
couttounii )ii» preparations ; and on Ihe 7th 
ruiry bit tllspalc.lif<d a I'Vench ofBcer as 
buNdor to tlur KxcHxiitivc Diroctorjr, wit 
nowMi propcHiSliun fur an oHuuMve uid il 
ntlittnce to niakc war jointly on tho Bnglul 
tlon tttiar turritoricx, unit (t-xiHil ibciu fron 
At tlie lanie time witli the dltipaiofa of thb 
lio at lengtli sent an answer, in which he aoii 
going upon a huntin;; (.-xcnraion, oail tha 
Dovclon might vomti 1« liim, liut itnatlrailf 
It tnw, huwuvfir, udw tun lat« ) fur on Ifa 
February (tlie Sultan's letter not ariiviDj 
thn 13(li) Uvd W«IWIoy had ordered i] 
In mnrch upon Scriitguputiini, and comiw 
•le^e witliotit ilolay. Latit, h(iwever,uitli« 
coiueut to treat had l)«eu, and maniitetly i 
tloMgned only to gain time for hta mEUt^uy J 
tinn*, and, above all, to postpone ouratta 
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J and its allies, by abandoning the coast of 
labar, dismissing his Frencli troops, and receiving 
dents from the Company and the Nizam. The 
ructions given to General Harris were not con- 
d to the terms of the negotiation, but embraced 
various contingencies whicli might happen, 
vided for almost every conceivable event, and 
y left that gallant and able officer his own 
per province of leading on the army and super- 
inding its operations. After the march was 
:un, and when on the eve of entering Mysore, 
General received a final instruction of a most 
K)rtant description — he was on no account to 
dude any troiity until a junction had been 
cted of the Madras and l^onibay armies, and 
re was a fair prospect of successfully beginning 
siege. 

The Gonoral (Miforcnl Mysore on the 5t.li jMarch, 
h an army siiid to be better equippcnl than any 
t had ev(T taken the field in the l\uiiiisuhi, and 
nuntin*; t<» about 22,001) men, of whom between 
X) and (>00() were iMiropeans, th(; nst natives, 
e Niziim's army, consisting of the Knglisli sub- 
iary Uww of (iOOO, and 16,(KX) of his own troops, 
I some weeks hcfoi-e been moved to the (^arnatic, 
\ joined (leneral Harris at VeHore, before he 
X'fed Tippoo's territory. The r*ond)ay anny, of 
JUt T(K)0, moved ujion Seringapatam, from the 
>oiiite quarter; and, althougii unexpected delays 



Unt ho hw) coiijocltired riglilly], taBB 
dirwt Admiml Baiiiiei-'o fieel to wfttdHSP 
eonat \Tfl)i gnat c&re, »o tlmt all aMfalsa 
tli«ltcdSiHial)oiili) hr. ont otTftHfor naaow 
eoulit affect tfai> objort ; luid in cate any ai 
cMuficd tint viy^limnK (if tht) oniti'ttn, t^ 
tiuurt tak«u 011 tliu coast by luuil miut be r 
%bA cspQCJiLlly tlir oiniratioii ot Uie Bomb^ 
WhoD thu SiiltAR percvivvU that on all s 
paitttinn* wur« in ii furwanl sutn a^nst h 
found ev«r}r iiafIvecuunui'cii[MLtl by Lard 
toy'i ^enti, hn iippi«n< to bave felt oou 
aluTOi, ttiungli he curefidly disseiiibled U i 
ttme. A town und dtHtriut hiul baen ao 
bvfDri! Lutd '\V'ellaiIi?y'ii »rriviU woupiw 
C(ini[iuny, pnlkulWyiiaail ; Tippuabulnuw 
Muitatiuiw A^iast tbU ; it nppeored M hai 

dhIm} ifi inikLlJl>> ■ llu. siihwr* WD. uvBni. 
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f an amicable inquiry. But Lord Wellesley 
3 Opportunity of this correspondence, as soon 
preparations were suftioiently advanced, to 
Fippoo that lie was quite aware of his hostile 
iitgs at the IMauritius and elsewhere ; that 
;!shi])'s preparations had been made to repel 
^ression which niiglit be attempted ; but 
:li he and his allies, being desirous of peace, 
:1y anxious to place their relations with the 
:ipon a safe and distinctly imderstood foot- 
(U in order tliat tliis mi<^ht be arranged, he 
I TipiM)o to receive an ambassador, whom 
hI. This only produced an evasive answer, 
I ridiculously false explanation of the iuter- 
vith the Mauritius, and putting aside the 
1 of an embassy, l)ut expr(»ssing boundless 
at t lie defeat of the Kreneli fleet by Jjord 
which Lord AVelleslev Iiad eouununieatcd 
antl aj)|)lyiiijj: to that nation ev<»ry epithet 
(mI an<l contempt, although it is now clearly 
ncd that his despair on receiviii«»' the news 
r (h'fcat knew no bounds. Again Ij<U"d 
cv uriiiMJ tiie receiving of an ainbnssiulor, 
direct answer could be obtained, while pre- 
is v.cn- actively makinjr to increase every 
;)f the Mvsore arm v. 

'n^^lh Lord Welleslev transmitte<l to hiiu on 
of January (I'liJii) a letter, recapitulating 
le conduct and 'M>nce more calling mmn 



niary lie disptitched a French officer as 
buwttdor to the Executive Directory, wil 
aawed proposition for an offensive sod d 
alliance lo make war jointly on the Eng-lisl 
tion ihmt territories, and e\pel them from 
At the same time with tlie dispatch of tliu 
he &t letigtli sent an answer, in wliich he said 
going upon a hunting excursion, and thai 
Doveton might come to him, but unattende 
It Vfas, however, now too late; for onth' 
Febniarj (the Sultan 'a letter not arrlviDjj 
th« 13th) Lord VVellesIey had ordered tl 
to loarcli upon Seringapatam, and eomme 
eiege without delay. Late, liowever, as tlie 
consent to treat had been, and manifeelljr a 
clciiigtied only to gain time for his military ] 
tions, and, above all, to postpone ourattfli 
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ay and its allies, by abandoning the coast of 
dabar, dismissing his French troops, and receiving 
idents from the Company and the Nizam. The 
itructious given to General Harris were not con- 
ed to the terms of the negotiation, but embraced 
9 various contingencies which might happen, 
3vided for almost every conceivable event, and 
ly left that gallant and able officer his own 
3per province of leading on the army and super- 
4U]ding its operations. After the march was 
a^n, and when on the eve of entering Mysore, 
3 General received a final instruction of a most 
portant dcscrii)tion — ho was on no account to 
nclude any troaty until a junction had been 
ected of the IMadnis and Bombay armies, and 
ere was a fair prospect of successfully beginning 
B siege. 

The General entered Mysore on the 5tli IVFarch, 
th an army siiid to be better equipped tlian any 
it had ever taken the field in the Peninsula, and 
umntiii^ t») about 22,001) men, of wlumi between 
<K) and (iOOO were iMiropeans, the rest natives. 
w. rsiziun's army, eoiisistin^ of the English sub- 
liary force of (JOOO, and 16,()(X) of his own troops, 
d some weeks before l)een moved to tiie Carnatic, 
d joined (Jencrai Harris at VeHore, before he 
tered 'I'ippoo's territory. The IJombuy army, of 
»out 7(K)0, moved upon Seringiipatnm, from the 
iposite quarter ; and, although unexpected delays 



IBTiu^ iHen nm^ii ay wim army <wm 
MBtiiMrfiil, yK by no means deebniw. I 
kBNwn tliat Un* Duke of Wellinf^Mn, thei 
WotltMli^, OMnmandedu brigade tn thwni 
•xpeilttuia, and ilutinguished faiitiictf by I 
tuUtory cB]acily which has stare, <W * 
tbcotm, ibnue fivth nith uii'li extnovdun 
Hi! wiw b1>k> pkccii tiy )ii* brother ■! tbo 
ODBButiitoa, jttiUeiuiialy fAraiud fir tbe |i 
•Niuductiti;;, uuiler GeiienI Harris's ftulfai 
in Bwutuil. fomiiiiini ration wilh him a 
iritli till.- ^iTrrnmeol. nil potiricol (jjvmtio 
tiie adiaaix vt iJie army, na well a> di 
*•«(!», Bfld siW iu Hucces^ful ICTniitnliaD. 
fietvr, ptfrimps, ws^&n ppuration inure 
iuAil iu punt tluui thin tuillinnt ounpi 
ft mnnlh fertagajiutara tnu token ; th 
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throne of a portion of their former dominions, 
.fst being divided among the Comi)any, the 
n, and the Peishwah. There were found at 
jjfapatnni pa[HT.s confirming beyond a doubt 
feroncos resp<»cting his hostile designs, drawn 
]\rahirtie's prochimation and tlie embassy to 
huiritius. lint at the simie time the eor- 
idenc(» shows the* deep perfidy which formed 
narkable a feature in the cimrd<^ter of this 
rn tvnuit. An inexfinmiishalde hatred of 
md breatlies thn)U(>h the whole, animates the 
and mixes itself with the great body of the 
lents. This was plainly sineere. But his 
nirnt to the I'VcMieh Directory may not have 
juite so renl, excepting in so far as tliey were 
HMiiies of his foes. In addressing the " Citi- 
{cpr."S(Mitativcs" lie is ready to " acknowledge 
Ijliinily of the new French Constitution/' and 
■rs it-; eliiefs "alliance and fraternity." But 
les i;()l pre\ent liiin iVoni writingat the wmc 
to (lie (irand Siunor an<l testifvin'jf *' his 
les. siitisliiction on Icaniinuf that the Turk is 
to free his regions ( ly^ypt) from the oon- 
;iii(»ii ol" tlio-esliainelcss tril)es" (the French), 
n evlinriin- him, '' by word and (\vvi\, to rejM*! 
ab:tn<l(MH'(| infidels.'* 

•.iir\e\ ini:: the operations of the war, however, 
n eDinjiarin^- the Sultarrs conduct of it with 
f liu* cani}>ain-ns in 17H9, 90, and 91, we can 

3 



inch of ground. Yet wlietlier it be from 
f the force broiig^ht to bear upoi 
from bis chagrin at having &iled in b 
to put otr the invasion till the uonsoOD 
io ; or trom the dii^comtiture uf all hi 
obtain the help of the native powen 
diaappointiaenl of liis hopea of French a: 
certain it is, tiiat we ^ee noae of those 
daring movements wliich more than q 
fimner con teat, reduced our chances of 
the possibilJiy of escape, and made our fi 
sppeftr anything rather than a uutttii 
GBlculation. 

The conduct of the Mahralta war 
expeditions against Sciodiuh nnd J: 
marked by the same great capacity 
shone forth in the cooqiiest uf tlie MjK 
Uities also Otliinil an nniukrtiinifaC-l 
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lioh he formed with Mveial powerful princeS| 
d by which the important dominions of Arcot, 
ide, the Nizam, and the Peishwah were placed 
der a real subordination to the English govem- 
Bnt. The perfidies of tho native princes, their 
iposition to league against our power with the 
ew of expelling us from India, their inclination 
court a Fniucli alliance in order to gain this 
sir favourite objcfct, rendered it really unsafe to 
ive tlicm in a state of entire independence. We 
id been compelled to interfere in their afiiiini and 
' regulate the succession to tlieir thrones upon 
eh succc^ssive discovery of designs hostile to us, 
ly, thrcatcMiing our very existence, the subversion 
all tlio fabric of iisoful and humane and enlight- 
ed ))oIity which we liad erc^ctod on the ruins of 
eir own barbarous system, and particularly the 
itriction of \\io vnw\ despotism under wliich the 
tive millions had formerly gnuiiied. On each 
:»ci»ssive (xMMsioii, tlierefore, of this description, 
\n\ WeUesh'v eoiu})ell(!(l the government which 
instaMed to make a perpetual treaty by which a 
pulated forei> under our own command was to 
maintained at tho expense of the native power, 
j the eontrol of all state atiairs, save what related 
the pa1ar(Y and tlie family of the nominal sove- 
gn, was to be vest(»d in the British resident. 
lO iall of 'ri]i|)oo Sultan did not more effectually 
tsolidate our Indian empire and secure it agminst 



nngiMd fan . government i 
nppait beiii^ withdrawn, 
OB lo retain his poution »t a mast crltlOi 
<kf Iniliao history by the earnest iitiercowk 
Pitt's goTenimeut, who gave him, aadiii I 
flDOUtli with his cii)iract«<mtic. cooiii^e, 
and finiin«s», thdr atendy wipporC* 
bowsvcir, can be more satiafnoMiy, nor 
nom creditable to tlic Coi[i{iniiy, ih well ai 
Wvllolfty'' witni II iM ration, than the d 
opiiiiuii maiiirested by thiit budy Mwnrdi 
of hia life. An nijdi'ois was voted uuaiita 
bttn, upon tlie piihlicniiiiri of liic Dlqw 
1 837, and it la lit Ihitt 1 extract iu concla 
»ag8 : — " Tu tbe tvnilfnl period of yonr L 
government tlie Court look litu-k with 
] to tlieir conntryinen ; and, mtoA 
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siding the principles upon which the supre- 
Britain in India was successfully manifiested 
"gee! under a combination of circumstances 
[^hest degree critical and difficult." With 
a hundred cojiic^s of tiie l)isi)atche8 were 
o Ik! ficnt to the dittbrent Premdencies in 
to thoM! already tnuisniittcd, ''as contain- 
d of information of in(^a](*ulable value to 
ively oni^igod in the diplomatic, legis* 
d military businoss of Jndia." 
iciit of 2(),(KK)/. was also on tliis occasion' 
Lord Wclleslty. He had ever siiown the 
srcf^ard of money wiiich with so few ex- 
liiis always TiKirk(>d ^eat men. But es- 
was this display(Ml on one memorable 
lie had t:^iv(>ii up to t lie army engaged 
nqiu'st of INIysorc liis share, amounting to 
., (d'llic Imm)!v wliich canu* toluMlistributed. 
lilicriit sacrilicr i-; n-cilcd by tlu^ Oontpany 
it«' of tin' pn'M'iit as orui of its grounds. 

not to ('OM((ii('st and to ii(\L!;otiation that 
•llcvlcy'- 'joxrniUK'iit coiilincil itsatt<'!ition. 
ii'd tlip sairic cnlarLicd views to tli(' im- 
it of ill'- S4M\ \vi\ and t(» betlcrin«»" the eon- 

thc eounth>^s iiiullitiides under hit rule. 
• iir\< of peace oc(Mij)i('<l their <liie shun! of 
itioii \\v have a))un<lant proof in the es* 
i>nt of tJK' ( aleutta (■olle<r(>, the promotion 
ifie researciic-s esj)eeially into the natural 



&efli|iprae>sioa of sa 
the vigour of this act, so charocterinic ( 
be was huitated by Lord William Btntii 
Us ablest and beat tiucressore, wtiuse | 
ordinance at once put dawn Ibel&u reou 
■homiiiable and bloody supetrstieion, tlis 
boraing of widows on the graves of tlicii 
2u Hiiue uf these measures, particolarl] 
latiiig 10 the CalcuLtB College and the In 
lie was as much thwarted by the I 
Company as in liis foreign policy, 
thai wary body denounced hia niauir 
peusivB to their treasury, tbey forgot fc 
hoiT greatly tliat treasury had been tai 
those very operations of which thty al' 
plajnod eo bitterly. By his conqnesti 
I ralttRns, Ite boil more ttaa •ia> 
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!?<)inpaiiy, always i^rotosf iiig agaiiisst tlio addi- 
f a foot to their territory, and deiioiinciiig the 

which trebled it, while they quietly took 
sioii, without a niurinur, of the trains thus 
•ed, at oii(?e relieving- tluur eonseieiices by the 
urs, and rephiiiishiri}^ their purse by the spoil.* 
I'd Wellesley returiKid frojn his glorious ad- 
: rat ion at a v(;ry critical period in our par- 
filary history, J\Ir. J*i(t wiis stricken with 
lalady which jjroved iiital — a typhus fever, 
it from sonu; acu'idental infection, when his 
II was reduced by the stomach complaints 
I lu^ had lon^ laboured under. lie soon ap- 
.'d a time; wlicn his iVieiid mii^ht come to see 

'J'liis, their last interview, was in the villa 
itnc y II<'atli, wiicrc he died within a few days. 
Wcllcslcy called uj)()n me there many years 
; the lioux' was then occupied by my iirother- 
V", i\Ir. Kden, whom I was visiting. His Lord- 
>howr(l me the plac(? where thcs(» illustrious 
Is sal, meetinu (ortlieIa>t lime. Mr. J*itt was, 
id. much iiiiacialed and enfeebled, but letained 
aiely an<I his e«,iistituti<>nally sani^uine dispo- 
,; lie <'\presM'<l Ids c<»nli»lent hopes of recovery. 

'In- tl« tail into which 1 have ciiti'n'd on [.onl ^V^■^ 
s liulian athninisiration is thu', not only to tin* iiu- 
UTnf the Milijfft. hnt t<» \\u' :MHhrnlirit\ of th»' iiiati*- 
lli- himscll't \aniii:«il in Is'i*'. tin' \ic\\s vliirh I liad 
ol'this cMuiiplu-ati'd snl>j«ct, s«» littlf laniiliar to stiitcs- 
,11 this cnisi.irN ; anil In- (hclarnl tliat tlu-y currcctl'' 
«-iit< (1 iiis pnu'i-cdinys and iiis iKilicy, 



Ib tliii ulJoiniRg nMm iie lay a corpw lln 
vttL-k I Mitl it k> a ainguUt ami t ntoUiiclial^ 
Huiov, nsambliiii; tlio «turiai uU otVli 
CuncjacTur'* JiserLui ■4at« al bU dnSMM!, t 
tuai in Uie tuaKltlniurliiMid bavins tatl s in 
Inquln ufl«r Mi. I'itt't ttata, lu) fauoii (1 
open, Ibui tti« door of iko hoUM^ and. 
ftnatmriiiij rlin bril, ho mlkod tlinneb l 
tia he rau^bai ilm U^l on wUkli Ihe i 
biuljr Uy llfelL'SB, ilie suk ii-imiit of tjiain 
wititiii the dimtf. a it'w Luiin licfom wnc i 
by onmdDiif liiiiiorK it like >ib*njiiiaiu luid 
KOta, Ihn villtiin-c vho»r iiutinui tranuto tfav 
mly trf liTiu(( miiiislura. 

It call hurdly 1m (k)ubt£d UtaC tlie fAttj 
Plit traulil gladly liave niliefi under Lt 
lMl«y iMd llior« lH«n nninng ihsiii K lL>&d< 
fiir tlio Unuw; of Couimoia. Bui to pit 
CnUlvea^li oc Mr. Cuuiiiu^ lu t^ cm 
tlitiir fmvfs Mgaiiist tlm cuinbJned pewta 
i^oc, and Mi^mm. Grvy, KburiiJiui. anil Af 
wonlil have biHin conrtinjr aigtuil deAhU. 
coanc wild chuien, anil ilte Kuig i* nt<l 
had furiy iitwlli^iue of ilr. Fox'* da; 
iiHnilM.'red. lie lhoi«fure uailod juOiiiBl 
thn tiino caioti when lie couttl obtain ll 
ubjtct nf Im wiahiBi, a rnsitornUon of f 
pany. Firat, lie wubcd lu Imve (-xcitiid Um 
■gnJuu tbe ^Miip upoti tlii- fkilure tkf tin 
Satiuj lulu -hi rrinriiMnf Wnliri*! ntfnj 
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pould have availed himself of the Strang 
of the English people against conjugal 
ct, And their dislike of the illustrious 
an object of his royal Other's constant 
But before this plot had ripened he found 
cry of danger to tlie Church, and the 
feeling ii^ainst the Irish Catholics, would 
rve his purpose, and serve it without risk 
ral family. Accordingly, on this ground 
led a quarrel upon his Whig servants; 
ceased for many a long year to rule the 
}f the country. 

L singular instance of George III.'s self- 
I and power of waiting his opportunity, 
r Mr. Fox's death, when he had doomed 
rii mind the Whig ministry to perdition, 
e seeking eagerly the occasion to throw 
rii, he allowed tliem to dissolve Parliament, 
'iitailiiig upon iiiiiiself the necessity of a 
ss(»liitioii withui a few months. 
V'ellesU'v kept aloof from all these transac- 
i(i his enemies, particularly a person of 
uf Paul, whom he had at one time served 
•wan Is refused to promote, attempted an 
iient. The failure of this scheme was 
id ended in new votes by large majorities, 
r of his Indian athninistration. Ihit his 
>ens<» of proi)riety lun<iered liim, wldle 
'achnient was pending, from taking the 
tint on Mr. Fox s death, when he might, as 



Pp%nt«*t policy wpro, when made knan 
moit ^miliar willi Ilie afiktra of tbft Fm 
Nubject of wonder nnd of unmixeil B§ 
have hmnl Lord HoIIackI nnd Ur. A 
both of wlinm he fivftly enrrfeipouclee 
matten, deoluru that lie was liiu person 
had ever Icnown who most impressed 
tlip Idea of a (;re«t elatesiiian. Upon 
Bt the end of 1609, he wns with Bom 
provftil^l upon by thi^ King t<i nccepl I 
nivnt of t'cin-ign Afluii^, nhieh he cc 
administer till the beginning of IBIS, 
oonnilenhlu differencva with ill. Penev 
row view* of policy in all tlio HepnrtiDi 
BtotR, hi« bigntry an thtt Catliolic Qt: 
nlgl^rd Kui)|iort of llie Rpanish war, i 
yifaJBto iwnMB longer hii coUaaj 



PP^ be cuitioued to dbcfaftrge bid jiarlta- 
iuty, guided i)jr the independent find en- 
kprinciples vliich he had ever (imrfmcd. 
jfatfitrward the Catholic Qu««lion in 1812, 
Ji»t it by a majority of one, in a House 
a cause was deemed the most hopeless, 
lie made a magntlicent speech in support 
ovcniinent, when he deemed tlie peace of 
iry, and the safety of her inslituttons, 
d by the proceedings of the demagogue 
lat while I acknowledged the ability he 
layed, and admired the youthful vigour 
' many years, and years partly speot in 
slimes, had not been able to impair, I 
t avoid feeling that his olcl anli-jacobio 
Ad been revived by sounds ratlier than 
, and that he had shaped his conduct uo- 
soally, by assuming that the bad times of 

1794 were renewed in our biler day. 
mville's conduct was on this occasion 
the same remark, Kot, however, that 
irho mast Htreniiously opposed the coercive 

had any doubt of the perils attending 
of unlimited public meetings. We felt 
nt lead to evil, and that, if u ores trai nod, 
end either in changing or in shaking tliA 
»n. Lord Hutchinson, 1 well Tomvmbn* 
owed his satisfaction that n 
ne of pressing necessity bad been tl 
}■ 




CMnse tak«D bjr tbe 3 
whIocI tlui IbeacootiDtaof tnvaouoblemi 
weni grailf »tiiggrnU«d, boliiing it on 
bofr duigercMM micvct iIm vrty larigD 
■night br, tbe (iluU siuf(ht la be cotutt 
tlwDi were hutcli^l in ilie brajiu of «f>ie» 
Qovenun«nt «iusAarie».* 

In la^^ Lord WcJ)esl«y accepted ibek 
of Lofd Licuteuaut of Iisloiid. His ga 
was ^goallsed by per^eveiioe attempts 
tbe emuici(ialiMi of tbe Catbulus, and 
ooHfaa the object «f bUiej* boUvit aad 
Mlwdi fnim tW mare viuJont of tii« Ona 
Bia Miwlt luuk pJit<w upon tbe fbnnu. 
WdUiigtoo minutiy in lS:j&. Wbm ■ 
of 1830 the Wliig« caute loto officK, ii 



^HUri^^^tt^^^^lM 
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ed Lord Steward of the Household, and in 
he resumed the Viceroyalty of Ireland, which 
eld until the change of Government in 1834. 
len resigned at once hi.s high office, not waiting 
le should be pressed by the new Government 
tain it, as in all probability he would have 
He iield himself bound in honour to the 
r parly to retire upon their very unceremonious 
ssal by King AVilliani. Steady to his party, 
LS actively engaged in preparing the opposition 
le Peel Ministry ; arranged the important 
lire of tlie sj)eakersliip, tlie first blow wiiich 
Ministry received ; and with his own hand 

the resolution wliich on the 8th of April 
Lrht it to a cKvm.'. It cannot be affirmed that 
(Vliiir jKirty was o(jMally steady to him. On 

aecc^sion to power, I have heard him say, he 
,ve«l th<,* iirst intimation that he was not to 
ni to In'Uin<l from on<* of the door-keepers at 
lIons(? of Lord>, wliom he overiieard, as he 
-il, t«'Ilinii' ajiotli<;i- person of my friend Lord 
Lrra\(.* s appointment. 

lie >e(:n't liistory of tiiis transaction is not yet 
vu ; and we are bound to disbelit^ve all reports 
h the go>^ip of tli(; idle, or th(* malice of the 
ful, or the mi^taki'ij zeal of friends may pro- 
.tc. Two thini»s, iiowever. are certain : y/r*<, 
\ Welhfsleys removal iVom among liie Whigs 
lat is, his not bcin^ re-appointed in April, 
5 — could not by possibility be owing to any 



the Init doulit of bin ;p«at miucfty I 
eautiiiuinii;; tu v)g»fou8 as evn", becouM 
before iiiQ a ilii>|>atcli in wli[cti the litsd ttf" 
Govf^nimeut, an kio n« th«> «nil of AiigwFl, lEl 
declare " the noiving of the iirolilcm nf h 
govummiiiit tu be u tank ever; way irorth; 
Lord IVdIiwley'e pouerfu] aud compn^uiMre < 
der»tanclii>|i" adding, " Yoii nil] not «ik|im1 | 
of fiatU-ry whun 1 sny tlint in my oiwix^ienni 
believe tiiert.' is iiu man ulive more eqiial m «u(| 
work, atitl moro capiLble of effibotiiig il Itian itl 
E][cell«ijry" — »tvo/tdly, fklseliood n«ver aaoB 
a more foul or audacious form tlwn in Ibo euhJ 
IkTiiihud upon the new Government at thv BXM 
of Lord Wellesley's Irish Bilministrattoit. 11 
Govemment, it was sa.id, uever would hunt |ll 
IlieCoOTcion Act of 1833 I Itidetfd I Ball 
Coercion Act came from Lord Melbouroe'M 
office, when aa Home Secretary he presided'! 
the Iriitli departnmnt ; the only niili^iinn afi 
Act having been effected by t])e Govern 
1834 on Lord Wellculey's stiggcHtioii. 
cMsor of Lord Well<ailry, it wu also b 
flriiit time admiuistenid tlit! Government^ 
&four«bIy towards the OatholioA. ' 
Lord Wellcsltiy firiit brought forward C 
tbe hightir oiIice« in Ihe law, and contini 
pounded tne«wures io llioir fovoiir, wliidlc^ 
rensou or other wore Dever carried ! 
There aM two dauea of p 
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d with shame npon reading such passages as 
I lowing, extracted from his Ix>rd»h]p's dis- 
of September, 18'^ ; the vile calumniators 
»rd Welleftley as never having given the 
lies fair play, and thfrae who suffered their 
'ten* to varni:ih over their weakness by an 
>iw contrast of their doint^s with his, profit- 
the constantly repeat f;d faLsehorid that they 
:hc first w!io evf?r trf.'at/^ with justice tlie 
^rs of a religion to which the bulk of tlie 

belonged. ^^ I think it would be advisable 
his Excellency) to ofien three seats on the 
.1 bench, and to take one of the judges from 
Oman Catholic bar. This would give the 
Sit satisfaction to the wliole Iloman Catholic 

Your lordsliip, J am convinced, will ctmcur 
ne in opinion that tlie Koinan Catholics of 
d lii'ive nevf^r yet \)('.ftti adrnitte<l to the full 
: of tli*^ laws pfissorl for their relief. Kntitled 
f to ariiitir)>ion into almost any office in the 
Ihfy have h»ori, and are still, practiciilly 
ed from almo»«t everv branch of the executive 
istration of the Government. The few ad- 

into the station of a.'^Mhtant-l;arrister.s, or 
le poiiff, r>nly w;rve to mark the rijjfht to 
ion, witiioiit any approach to an equitable 
iition of ofhcial benefit. It is iniprjssible to 
,e that a whole nation can repose confidoncey 
cordially with a (Government wfien so large 
ion of the people are practically excluded 



■Drbmit to yaar lordsiiip's judipnent ti 
pmliant tu tuJmit a, certain pmpntlioa 
OaUiolltM Into the [iTivy counoilf Ulk 
tiin hii^lipr «tnti()ntt of tbe law, to oti 
civil oifiCOT> ftwi to increase ttoir moul 
polict! anil in Dtln^r osublisbmuut*. 1 
■lioulil lie pDmineti<:Dd al tlie aaua tin 
mw Itgnl nppointmentit. whioh vronld fi 
part nf it. i ivould aUn nppgint ma 
Cntliolici of (Kulinctiuii to tlio [irivycoui 
wmltl be a conimimct^nu-'iit wliiidi I can 
Bsnire your lordnliip wouKI bo Mtm aod 
ftctory to the whole Rutaaii Cullioli 
Ircknil." M» then rndosos a luit of It 
Cat hnlitw whom he recnmmr.ndji, and 
alMrniative unmvor, tiiat Im " may i 



im llio respoNsibility of having neglected so 
J a commtiiiicalioLi. Wlitti Uie Mim.terB 

Cabinet nc tlie end <jf October, they had 
time left, before tliuir dianiissal, ta mature 
in sucli aa that which Lord Welli^ley bo 
ly recommentled ; but some of tiiiise Mtnii- 
'ars of tliat plan, niu8t have fi;lt that they rfr- 
a strange piece of good fortune, if not of very 
lutice, when they found themselves all of a 
, in May, 1833, zealously nupported by the 
ITS of Lord WelleBley, and upon the espreu 

of their being just to the CatholicS) whom 
I never thought of relieving. 1 have re- 
y, in my place, while these Ministers were 

scandalous falsehood of those their lup- 
, who professed to prefer them to Lord 
Government and mine, because we had 
a Coercion liill which hod the entire con- 
:o and the cordial support of the very 
sn now declared to be incapable of sufiering- 
inca:<ure ; and I liavc expressed my astonisli- 
hat any class of men could submit to receive 
t upon such grounds, without at once declar- 
it the blojue and the praise were alike falsely 
ed 1 but I waa not on these occasions aware 
extreme to which this falsehood was carried, 
irded Lord Wellesluy's administration, and 
not till UQw informed of the extraordiniuy 



see vehement and unceasing attacks mad 
minister or a statesman, perhaps not in i 
service, for something which he does not 
defend or explain, resting his claims U 
fidence of his country upon his past exei 
his known character ! Yet these assaul 
remittingly made upon him, and the peof 
that so much noise could not be stirred u 
something to authorise it. Sometimes ti 
of the calumny are silent from disdain, i 
from knowing that the base propagators 
only return to their slander the more eag 
their conviction of falsehood ; but somet 
the silence may be owing to official rese] 
here see in Lord Wellesley's case a most n 
example of that reserve. All the whil< 
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rainators of slander were proclaiming' him as 
doning- the Catholics— liini who had been the 
to mov^, and within a hair's-breadth to tibtain, 
r emancipation in the Lords, the stronghold 
lieir enemies — all the while that tliey were 
ting his successors at his expense, by daily re* 
.iitg the tUse aBsertioa that tbey for the first 
I conceived the just and politic plan of renior- 

every obstruction arising from religion to a 

enjoyment of the public patronage — all the 
le that they were placing the Melbourne Mi- 
ry upon a, pinnacle, as liaving first adopted this 
ral system of government — there lay in the 
remment repositories the original (in Loo! 
tlesley's tiie copy) of a dis[iH'cii, esplaining, 
immending, enforcing the necessity of that 
rse, and stating his desire to carry the plan 
1 immediate execution, when the return of the 
^s messenger should bring the permission, 
ch he solicited so earnestly, of his ofRcial 
eriors. If that permission was delayed for 
■e months, until the Ministry was changed, 

Lord Wellesley followed them into retirement, 
It least was not to be blamed for the mischance ; 
for eight years did he remain silent under those 
^;es — for eight years did the Ministry maintain' 

same silence under the support which those 
rges brouglit them — nay, with the parliamentary 
jorities whicli those charges daily afforded them ; 
h2 



posite to the fact. 

The excellence of Lord Wellesley's spe 
been mentioned. The taste which he hs 
from study of the great Greek exemplars 
above all tinsel and vulgar ornaments, i 
him jealously hold fast by the purity 
language ; but it had not taught him the 
conciseness; and he who knew the Ilepi 
by heart, and always admitted its unm 
superiority to the Second Philippic and 
Milone, yet formed his own style a 
upon the Konian model. That style, inc 
considerably diffuse ; and the same want 
pression, the same redundancy of words 
panied, however, by substantial though n< 
needful sense, was ol vable, though n 
observable, in his po< 3al pieces, which i 
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n its true colours and real dimensions ; lie at 
glance espied the path, and tho shortest path, 
: led to it ; he in an instant took that path, and 
rhed his end. The only prolixity that he ever 
into was in explaining 'or defending the j>ro- 
ItngB thus concisely and rapidly taken. To 
some addition was not unnaturally made by- 
dignity which the habits of vice-regal state 
le natural to him, and the complimentary atyle 
ch, if a very little tinctured with Oriental 
e, was very much more the result of a kindly 
generous nature. 

have felt precluded from indulging in general 
jriplion by the intimacy of my intercourge with 
great etatesman, and I have Bceordingly kept 
promise to the reader of letting the narrative 
hie actions draw his portrait ; but it would be 
jst to omit all mention of that loAy nature 
cb removed him above every thought of per- 
il interest, and made him so careless of all 
iid considerations, that I verily believe he spent 
sral fortunes without ever having lost a farthing 
)lay, or ever having indulged in any other ex- 
five vice. Ilis original embarrassments, and 
a these he never was relieved, arose entireljr 
n generously paying his father's debts.* He 

The Corpora tin 
■freedom in uA' 
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nas exceedingly fond of glory, and loyed de 
the fame that should follow auch great deed 
his ; but lie had no kind of envy, no jealous 
other men's greatness; and a better proof 
hardly be given of his magnanimity than the 
treme warmth of the praise which he lavx 
profusely on all the great commanders whon 
employed. He earnestly pressed, but it is stn 
to say, vainly pressed, even their promotion to 
peerage sixteen years before it took place, wit] 
ever liarbouring a thought of the tendency w. 
their elevation might have to eclipse his own i 
in \'ulgar eyes. 

Kothing could be more gentle and afiectioi 
than his whole disposition ; and during his la 
years, next to his books, nothing so refreshed 
mind as the intercourse with those friends in wl 
society and converse he delighted. It is impoH 
for me to revise this paper and not have preseii 
ray mind, and again submitted to my admiiali 
the brilliant and successful administration of anoli 
most valued friend. Need I name him whose fl 
is inscribed on the latest page of Eastern hiattH] 
Lord Ellenborough ? The reader of the fbn|^ 
pages will at once recognise the congeuial apiril 
these two great governors. 
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. very mournful reHectian for me that, much 
iglit have exjiected the sacral duty to devolTe 
me of paying' a just tribute to Lord Wel- 
1 memory, I should also ha called to com- 
ule the excellence of one whom 1 might fer 
kve looked to survive, and whose loss made 
friends feel that the value of their own lives 
}w greatly impaired. It may be doubted if 
in in any age ever had so few enemies, to 
Uta.ched friends, as Lord Holland ; and no 
ertainly could better deserve the uuivenal 
>n of which he was tlie object. 

succession to the peerage at a very early 
1 his father's death, prevented him from ever 

in the House of Commons, and thus passiug 
;h the best school of English statesmen, 
wii severe illness, while yet at Eton, gave 
cle, IMr. Fox, a double nknn ; for he was 
]|y on the point of losing a nephew whon 
ed as if he hod been his only child, but ran 
iminent risk of bein|{ taken trom the Honae 



r 
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of Commons in the zenith of his fame as a de 
and a party chief. He was then in tlie Nor 
Italy ; and the messenger from Devonshire H 
commissioned to summon him home on accou 
the King's illness, met him at Bologna. Mr. 
had received intelligence of Lord Holland's 
gerous illness ; and the alarm occasioned b 
appearance of the courier^ was speedily cha 
into despair by a few words which he droppci 
timating that '^ he lAust be dead by this i\ 
Great was Mr. Fox's relief and joy, probab 
more ways than one, upon finding that the '. 
was the person alluded to. Many years after 
period I saw his banker at Vicenxa, who 
acquainted with the circumstance of Mr. I 
alarm ; and I was much struck with the &111 
notion of this great man's celebrity, which see 
to have reached that remote quarter, at a 1 
when political intelligence was so much less diff 
thap it has been since the French Revolution, 
banker mentioned having given profiassional 
very practical proof of his respect for the 91 
he had cashed a bill for the expense of his jom 
home, though there was no letter of introduc 
presented ; '^ but I knew him," said the CSam 
" by the prints." The rapid journey home to 
the fray then raging in the House of Com 
laid tlic foundation of the liver complaint, wl 
eighteen years later ended in dropsy, and termin 
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lia lire ; but he was relieved uti liis arrival fiom 
ill iuixiety upoi) account ttfh'm nephew, whom he 
huud perfectly rtistorcd to health. 

Xiord Ilutknd weut to Christ Church on leavings 

Eton ; and passiid lib time more gaily thtui itu- 

dtoLisly, the compatjiun of Mr. Oaoaiug, Lord 

CarliHle, and Lord Granville. But, like tlieia, h«< 

laid both at school and collt:ge a broad foundatioa 

tS ckaaical learning, which throug;ii his afW-lifsj 

soever eeased Buccesafully to cultivate. { 

Upon entering the House of Lords he found thf i 

Mpects of the Whig party as gloomy as it wu, 

Mible to contemplate. Before they had nearly 

Mvered from the elfects of the ill-starred coali- 

n, their dissensions among themselves upon the 

lat queHlions of the French Uevolution and the 

,t bad split them in twain, leaving aomo of their 

|BBt powerful families, as the Iiouecn of Cavendish, 

ivntinck, and Wentnorth, and some of their most 

teineut Itaders, as liurke, Windham, Lough- 

Orough, and North, to join the now resistlew 

of Mr. Pitt. Their I'arliaineulary strength 

thus rciluced to a mere fraction of the already 

I numbers that had Eurvived the defeat 

1784 J and the alarm, not by any means un< 

' unfouuded, which the progress of the 

icb arms, and the excesses of the Revolution, 

excited tlirotigliout the country seemed 



d to^ 
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marshal all the friends of our established imtiti^ 
tions, whether in Church or in State, and even all 
men of property and all men of sound and moderato 
opinions, against those who were branded with the 
names of revolutionists, levellers, un-Bnglh^ 
friends and disciples of the French. For the M 
time the Whig party, essentially aristoeratio m fr 
always had been in former ages, in some sort alki' 
to all popular courses, and standing mainly upoi 
patrician influence against both the court and 
multitude, as it had proved itself in its veij 
struggle for power, had become mixed up with 
very extremes of popular enthusiasm, 
which the people, even the middle orden^ 
very averse; and which were only fiivonred 
two classes, alike void of influence in the 
af&irs of State, the philosophic few and thei 
vulgar. For the first time, they who htA 
been reformers on the most restricted scale 
fain to join the cry for unlimited reforms, 
Parliament and of all our institutions. Thel 
might retain their ancient prejudices in 
aristocracy and against reform, and might 
their Parliamentary efforts to exposing the 
conduct of the war, endeavouring to rcBftan 
and resisting the measures of coercion ad< 
Mr. Pitt unconstitutionally to protect the 
constitution. But the bulk of the party 



ee -^ur Jess eonnected with the vefonnen^.asd 
a the few who ia the House of Gommoos/Still 
lered to the standard of Mr. Fox. were iar> the 
it part imbued with the reform (&kh*. The 
ug party indeed was then woMly redui^.Mip 
mgth. Mr. Pitt could with certainty gvq^ 
itever measures he propounded,; and; at hmg^ 
ir wasting some years in fruitless attempts :i0 
ist his power, having been able to musteYf>m 
re than 53 votes against suspending > the Habeiwi 
rpus Act, 38 for putting an end tothewai^aMl 
for censuring the illegal act of misappilyii]^ ^the 
ney voted by Parliament, the Opposition, Weacifld 
impotent efforts and impatient of unvaried defyeti, 
[red from their attendance in Parliament, retain- 

the seats, and refusing to perform the duties of 
resentatives. 

[t was at this most inauspicious period in the 
ole Whig history, that Lord Holland entered 

House of Lords, where there could hardly be 
i to remain even the name of an Opposition 
•ty. He joined himself, however, to the few 
iporters of his uncle's principles still to be found 
re lingering on the Opposition benches, — Lord 
uderdale, the Duke of Bedford, occasionally the 
t Lord Lansdowne, whose connexion with Lord 
Hand, and steady opposition to the war, had 
r well nigli reconciled him with the party, 
lOUgh he always took a line more g^ded by 
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general principles of policy, and more enkrget 
its views, than suited the narrow-minded not! 
of factious men. 

Lord Holland's course was now, as ever thro 
liis whole public life, one which did equal hon 
to his head and to his heart. The vigilant enero; 
abuses ; the staunch supporter of the constitui 
as established in 1688 ; the friend of peace abn 
and of liberty all over tlie world ; the champ: 
especially, of religious liberty and the sacred rij 
of conscience, and that upon sound principle 
universal freedom, not from any tinge of fanatid 
from which no man, not even his illustrious ki 
man, was more exempt ; — ^lie soon obtained t 
respect in Parliament, and that general estc 
among reflecting men in tlie country, which I 
mere exiiibition of great talents can ne\'er eo 
mand, and which is only to be earned by boo 
consistency in pursuing a course commendable I 
its wisdom, or by its sincerity extorting appln 
from those wlio disapprove it. During the peri 
of above five and forty years that he contini 
before tlie eyes of his countrymen, sometimes fiDi 
high ofRce, more frequently engaged in oppostii 
to the Court and the Ministry of the day, it 
certain tliat whensoever any occasion arose of p( 
to the great cause of toleration, the alarmed i 
instinctively tununi first of nil to I^rd Holland 
the refuge of the persecuted ; and as often ail 
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dtutiiHi in any other re«!pect was endanger«d, 
nj bad, exclusive, illiberiil policy placed in 
irdy our character abroad and the iiitereslB of 
e,* to him, among the foremost, did the sup- 
m of a wise and catholic policy look for coua- 
ice and comfort tit their elforts to arrest the 
te of evil. 

3 a higher praise still he vraa justly entitled— 
praise of extraordinary diaintercBtedness in all 
tions of colonial jiolicy. In right of Lady 
and, a great Jtunaica heiress, ho was the owner 
iteneive possessions cultivated by slave- labour; 
there was no mote streiiiioua advocate of the 
itfon both of the slave trade and slavery; and 
r Holland herself, the person more immediately 
'ested in the continuance of those enormous 
es, iiad too much wisdom and too much virtue 

to interpose t)ie least difference of opinion 
^s important subject. 

Ithough he naturally felt towards liis uncle all 
'. may stole what I firmly and with knowledge believe, 
Iflnl Holland, in Ihi' lamentable defection from the 

of peace which was inaile by (be Whig Uoveniiii«ut 
40, was with the greali-sl difficulty priivenled from 
liiig liis office, Biid leaving tlic Miniatry to prosecute 
<iit the countenance of his liigli name, llieir ditotlroas 
>. Were I to add that ' hi» actual resigiinlion vh 
a to his colleagues, I tliiub I abould be guilty of no 
^•ration. Tlial be aflerwards, during the iliort mida» 
I life, regretted not having ^rsisteU i 
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the warmth of filial affection, and looked np to 
with the singular reverence with which mc 
extraordinary celebrity and extensive public 
fluenoe are regarded by their fiEunily, he was w 
above the bigotry which suffers no tenet o 
object to be questioned, and the enthusiann w 
dazzled by shining merits, is blind to undon 
faults. Not only was he ever ready to admit 
the taste for play had proved ruinous to Mr. ] 
political fortunes, as well as his private — ascril 
indeed, fully more to its evil influence than c 
justly be charged upon it, for he was wont U 
that this alone had prevented him from b 
Minister of the country — but he avoided nm 
prejudices and tastes, if we may so speak of poll 
errors, in which that great man indulged to 
serious injury of his understanding and his aoe 
plishments. Thus Mr. Fox, like General 1 
Patrick, Mr. Hare, Lord John Townsend, 
others of that connexion, greatly undervalued 
talents and pursuits of the Scotch, holding 
Irish as infinitely their superiors, and not ( 
estimating the importance of the sterling g 
sense, the patient seeking after truth, and the R 
tance to deviate from it in tlieir statementiy 
which, and justly, the Scotch are Vinous. I 
Holland Iiad no such prejudice : on the contE 
he greatly preferred the men of tlie North, 
hod no disinclination to their peculiar pviii 
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[letaphysics and their political economy, tbdr 
ess afler facta, their curelessuess of fancies, 
ddiction to the useful, their disregard of the 
. In the speeches of Mr. Fox aud his Bcftool— 
^of course, excepling- Mr. Burke — it waaeany 
jrve a want of information upon many Bub- 
vell worthy the atteution of statesiuen, and 
orauce of wbicli may indeed be held &tal to 
•haracter for profound and enlarged views of 
. They were well read in history, deeply 
in the principles of the constitution and its 
ag, and acquainted (Mr. Fok iiimself espe- 

I with the policy and interests of foreign 
; but to these subjects, and to the debates in 

unent of former timea, their information wa» 
ed ; while Lord Holland scarcely ever ad-' 
d the House of Lords without showing that 
s both a scholar in the best sense of the word, 
lad forme^l an acquaintance with variou* 
hes of knowledge wiiich are far too much 
3ted in the education of English gentlemen. 
everytliing relating to religious controversy 
IS in a particular manner well informed. Hi* 
mce, too, in Spain at different times had filled 
ind with an accurate and detailed knowledge 
of the lii»tory and the literature of the Penia- 
and generally of the South of Europe. Th« 

II iiospitality which he exercised at home, 
ig Holland House the resort not only of tliA 
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most interesting persons composing English socii 
literary, pliilosophical, and political, bat also of 
belonging to those classes who ever visited i 
countr}' from abroad, sensed to maintain and ext 
his acquaintance with whatever regarded the i 

of Europe. 

Lord Holland's powers as a speaker were o 
ver}' high order. He M'as full of argument, vk 
he could pursue with great vigour and perf 
closeness ; copious in illustration ; with a cht 
and pure diction, shunning, like his unde, era 
thing extravagant in figure and unusual in phm 
oflen, like him, led away by an ingenuity, and I 
him not unfrequently led to take a trivial viewcfl 
subject, and to dwell upon some small matter vH 
did not much help on the business in hand, bit I 
ways keeping that in view, and making no ncrih 
to mere effect. Declamation — solemn, smtnl 
declamation — was tlie forte of neither, a]tboi| 
occasionally the uncle would show tliat he cooUl 
eel in that also, as Baphael has painted perliapil 
finest iire-light piece in the world, and Titiaa^ 
noblest landscape. Neither made any the 
pretence to gracefulness of action, and both 
exceedingly deficient in voice, the nephew 
ally, as he had little of the redeeming qudiyl 
which his uncle occasionally penetrated and 
his audience with those high and shrill notei 
proceeded from him when, heated with his 
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overpowered bt)th his own natural hesltft- 
Lhe faiiulties of iiis hearer. lu Lord Hol- 
liesilalion was so great as to be often pain- 
, instead of yielding to tlie increased vo- 
lis matter, it often made him breathless in 
t of liis more veliement discourse. He 
Dininand of him«elf; and, seeming to be 
f with, lie was apt to lose the command 
audience. The same delicate seoae of hu* 
ich distinguished Mr. Fo\ he also showed ; 
1 of that exquisite Attic wit, which formed 
and BO efl^ctive a portion of that great 
irgiimenlation, never uselessly introduced, 
lapted nicely to the occasion, always aid- 
as it were, clinching the reasoning, 
icconiplished a.s he was for the rhetorical 
ds health, and altind of indolence common 
IX family— perhap.1, too, their disdain of all 
on, all but natural eloquence — allowed him 
)ratory more, it^s ditficult to say how high 
he might liave reached among orators, 
no one could any day liave been surprised 
him deliver some great speech of equal 
h those of the illustrious kinsman whom 
cli resembled. It was once said by Lord 
on liearing liim make, off-hand, a great 
f argumentative power, " I shall complain 
(her of the Black Rod : why did he not 
rlus Fox into custody last night p What 
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the deiice biuinoHB liaf a niember of the other Hot 
ta coino up and umke liiti upeechei here?" 

Of tt Cubiiuit to which, by a aingpular conbii 
tioii of iinlikoly ehariceii, he and the other Whi 
b(iion{i;t!il for eleven or twelve yean, he was an e 
cieiit ineml>er. The places which ho hold (1^ 
8iMil, uiid Chancellor of the Dttohy of Ijancaiti 
had, especially the former, little duty attached 
them. He oilminlMtered the Duchy, however, wi 
the greatest purity and im[iartiality ; and whenfl 
of my legal reforms at one sweep cut off a tliird 
hiHomolumentM (above a thousand a-year), fiurfri 
making the least resistance, any more than ho i 
to the abolition of slavery, which lOon after e 
him twice as much, he stated his opinion to 
entirely favourable to thci change, and only nidi 
was fortunate in having so long held the laigwl 
come. Ah a Minister, however, it is in the Oltti 
that his merit must chiefly bo estimated ; and 1 4 
vouch for his liaving been, in all branches of i 
King*ri Nervice, a nuMt useful and excel lettt id 
league. He was jMirfectly oi)en and fVank wU 
he differed in opinion ; quite candid, and free M 
prepossession in favour of his own views ; fiiM 
information, c8|)ocially on questions of 100^ 
policy, and on those reganling the constltuM 
perf(*(*t]y firm and resolute, when bold oosiii 
were in ht* taken. In occasions of this descii^ 
tile four years that we imssed togethei^as 



ee alHiBdaiitfy fhiitM,/aiid he^mmr wma found 
ating. He lored tJie excitement of office; Jbe 
Miy: £roiii his excellently kind disposiition, the «il»* 
1^ of patronage ; but he was also very nnoa»ly 
EKMis fcMT the opportunity' of prom<Miag'his polli- 
A views, and especially of fiirthering the cau9e.of 
arfy everywhere, and maintaining, that peace Ite 
deh it is inseparably wedded. Hence he ^mw 
18 ajDxious to retain/office,aBdmore avene>tO 
k^ihe loss of it, than was always quite conslslest 
kh the high principles which he professed; «tifil 
Ice he made himself a party to ^e uacenstlti^ 
wd Government which, most injuriously to the 
mtry, and fatally to the interests of the Whig 
rty, persisted in clinging to place for two years 
er all power in Parliament, all influence with the 
mtry, had departed from them, and nothing re- 
ined to prop up the crumbling edifice but the 
idow of Court favour, now for the first time 
braced as the shelter of a Whig Government 
m public indignation. 

[n part, possibly in great part, this misconduct of 
i Whig Ministry for the two years that followed 
iy, 1839, is to be accounted for, certainly not ex- 
led, by their dread of facing the numerous place- 
rers and place-hunters with whom they, like every 
ler Government, were beset. In London, and in 
corporate towns, there were of course swarms of 
matures, hatched by the sunshine of Court favour, 
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and whose only dreams were of beiDg eoabled 
the prolonged existence of the Galnnet, those alra 
placed to continue battening on the public cara 
those only in expectancy to wriggle themad 
into a share of it. These it was hard to fiice and 
thwart. The same influence, or the same ftir 
offending adherents, occasioned undoubtedly t 
other most reprehensible act, an act, too, ■ 
hurtful to the Liberal party, the dissolution in 18 
Who can for a moment believe that the Miimt 
themselves expected to obtain anything like a i 
jority in the new Parliament ? Then what poai 
right had they to make their Sovereign dissolve 
order to increase the difliculties of those, her i 
vants, who were to be their successors in oIIh 
This they well knew ; and of this I warned th 
by private r^nonstrance, as indeed I took I 
liberty of humbly counselling my g^racious Sw 
reign upon the measure, thereby dischai^ng i 
duty as a Peer of Parliament. But " the preM 
from w^ithout " was too powerful. Some score 
members fancied their seats would be more ten 
were their own friends in office during the genB 
election, than if that event happened when theiri 
versaries were in power ; and to their impoitoBi 
clamour the Ministers were fain to %'ield. For ti 
I find it far more difficult to give any excuse 
Lord Melbourne's part, than for his 
Hay, 1839, because I know the excellent 



ny old and valued friend too well to doubt that 
retaining office then arose from a feeling, a 
itaken one certainly, of duty to the person of the 
een. It may be unpleasant for any Minister to 
rart the views of persons as active as they are In* 
iiifi<jluit in all respects save their power of beiag 
iiblesoifk. But then it is his most sacred dutj 
lisregard their buzz. No man in office, no leader 
\ party in this country, whether in the possession 
in the pursuit of power, can be without the 
rag^ to face and to resist his adversaries ; thisis 
ny ordinary daring indeed. But he is utterly 
t to hold office, or to lead a party, who has not 
higher and nobler courage to fitce and to resist 
followers, and to hold his path onward regard- 
of their clamour, alike immoveable from his 
i and stable resolves by the sordid howl of 
emeu, or the louder shout that proceeds from 
multitude — from the ardor civium pravajuben^ 
I, To all who flinch from this I could read in- 
lerable lessons in the striking contrast afforded 
the official conduct, but indeed by the whole 
lie life, of my dear and venerated friend Lord 
y, whose absence from the scene of debate has 
tte been so deeply lamented by every lover of 
country, to whatever class or party he might 
ng. 

lOrd llolland's literary pursuits were varied and 
tessful ; for without giving much of his mind to 
position, his < Life of Lope de Vega,' and one ^ 

I 
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or two Other productions, have a rare degn 
celleiice. The style is animated and class; 
narrative clear ; the remarks sagacious am 
the translations executed with a down 
fidelity, and at the same time a poetical 
tlmt place him in the highest rank of tra 
for instead of giving, like somemanglei^c 
a rugged version as literal as it is unpoet: 
affording not a glimpse of the awful FU 
figure, we have in Lord Holland's masterly 
ance a poem closely literal, rendering 
Spanish itself and almost in the same 
of words, while it is as much imbued witi 
as If it were originally English. To exec 
a work as this is extreme ly difficult, and i 
cends the power of him who fancies he ci 
late because he knows tlie foreign langusq 
out possessing any mastery over his mothei 
It is a difficulty superadded to that of the 
and to that of the rhyme ; and accord in| 
few have ever vanquished it. Drj-den* and 

♦ There is not more poerty in Lucretius*s des- 
hell than in Dn-don's version, but it is not like 
Nor is there so much poetry in Virgil's 

** Hie \-er perpetuum atque alienis menaibus s 
as in Sotheby's 

" litre spring perpetual leads the laughing 1 
And winter wears a wreath of summer llo> 

But the beauty lies in adding a flower to the 
Lord Holland and Mr. Rosooe do not so treat thei 
and their reader ; nor does Mr. Carey ; bat tha 



etica), iriiliout being close to their divine 
lis ; C'owper unites more of the two qualities 
itlier of them ; Lord Holland aud Mr. Roscoe 
It the head of the class ; and all tiiat can be 
] impeachmtnt of this til{^ is, that their 

have only been directed to small pieces of 
, and that on a lar^r scale they might not 
been equally successful. I have mentioned 
Holland's yar(e as a poet ; but he wrote seve- 
^nal pieces ; and I remember his showing me 
lolitical sonnet)) in the manni^r of Milton (the 
' English sonneteers) ivluch appeared, at least 
ndiflerent a judge as myself, possessed of very 
merit. It is remarkable that, like his unule, 
1 so fond of poetry, he had no relish for the 
d art, the other branch of harmony, Huno 
■sitively disagreeable to them both — a remark- 
istance of Shakspere's extravagant error io B 
nown passage of his plays. 

prose compositions were distinguished by the 
levere taste, and the same strict r^^rd to the 

of his English diction, which Mr. Fox is by 
certainly not by me, thought to have cherished 
ess. But Lord Holland's prose style had still 
■ merits. It was luminous, animated, flowing, 
eefrom tiie defect under which his illustrioug 
■e's certainly laboured, not that which he him- 

I English as well Bs llHral Teraion ; Mr. Cbi^i 
mg like poetry, nor \ery EugUtb. 
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self was afraid of, its resembliog a speech, fiir 
it wholly avoided by running into the oppodte 
treme ; it was somewtiat stiff and constrained, 
tokening a want of practice in writing, and at 
same time a fear of writing too naturally and et 
as he spoke ; for nothing can be more easy 
flowing and graceful than the style of Mr. f 
letters. Lord Holland's prose style bad all 
grrace and flow : it may be well judged of, not < 
by his ' Life of Lope de Vega,' but by his ezod 
' Preface to Lord AValdegrave's and Lord Qrfc 
Kemains/ and, above all, by the admirable proi 
which he entered upon the Lords' journals, am 
the publication of which in a volume Mr. Mo 
has rendered an acceptable service both to poIJ 
and letters. 

After all, it was in his private and domestic a 
city that Lord Holland's principal charm lay. 
man's conversation was more delightful. It 
varied, animated, passing '' from grave to gay, t 
lively to severe ;" full of information, chequered i 
the most admirable vein of anecdote, but also i 
deep remark, and aided by a rare power of mimic 
never indulged in a way to oflend by its harshn 
Whoever had heard him represent Lord Thuili 
or the late Lord Lansdowne, or the fiunous Di 
of Brunswick, or George Selwyn, little needed 
lament not Iiaving seen those celebrated pen 
ages. His advice was excellent ; he viewed v 
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calmness the whole circumstances of his 
iio cAsultcU iiim ; lie foresaw all diflicul- 
coiiseqiiences witli intuitive perception and 
iling siij^city ; lie throw iiis whole soul into 
ussion ; and he was entirely free from the 
well of selfishness as of prejudice in the 
I whicii he gave. The gr<^t delight of those 
proaehed hiiu was certainly in the amiable 
on of his heart, and of a temper so perfectly 
io perseveriuLj^ly mild, that nothing could 
; for an instant, nor any person, nor any 
event, make the least impression upon its 
rfaee. IMany tempers are equal ami placid 
th)iially, but then this calm results from 
hiij: colli ; the v/aters are not troubled, be- 
leir surface is frozen. Lonl llollamrs teni- 

thc contrary, like his uncle's, was warm, 
c, lively, animated. Yet 1 knew iiini inti- 
for five-and-tliirty years, during a portion 
•h wc bad political anil even party differ- 
I liad duriiii»" tli(» nio>t of tlicM* Ycarsalmost 
Icrconr-^i' \\illi liini ; 1 can pi>siti\cly iisst»rt 
)ui»:li 1 siw liiiii often sort'ly tried, and fear 
IS now and tlu'ii anion*;; tlios(M\l)o tried him, 

for one nionicnt perceived thai there Wiis 
oinpo>iiion the least elenicnt of an«;er, spite, 
iH'ss, or rcvi'MiTc. In my whole experience 
race I ncxcr saw sucli a temper, nor any- 
hat at all rcsembleil it. 

VI I 



Hb WHS lite liiapnsitinn or tlio Fn^ ftmily. Vi 
have a niihlo anil lofty diameter: 4hnr wtiin' 
geDerous uniJ huntanc. Sdfiilmns, nKUDQRM.Rn 
are alien In tbf^ir nliule e[>m|j(»iliun. Op<>n, omiI 
ronfiding, t>oni billing llie liiifhest qiiulitiut vr V 
uniJ»n.taii(]iiig' with the bf«t fi>cliiig8 of the ]«M 
anil inarkwi ihroiigtiont by lh« iniioraiiC slmpM 
of infancy ; no voniier llmt thty win the &0klAl 
of nil wlio npproacli tiiem — lltat i 
ft]»proac)i M uear and know iheni so long 8* U 
&iii!I[ar witli tliein— for both Mr. Fox a 
nt^bew hui the manners, Komrwhut rqnibi 
first, of patriciitn life; iinil f)ie i 
was for El while even severely forbidding tort 
It must be fkddiMJ that (hf it flfisUicralic jm 
were nol confined to manner ; they had thr | 
"Wliig predilection for (hat Itind of EU[i]Mrtf* 
T^arded, perhnps justly regarded, the anh 
great families as absolutely necetsary to nut 
the popular causu against the Court. Ur. ! 
however, went a lillie furllier j and sIiAwnIi 
comiilucrncy in naming tiiglily-boru ] 
tban miglit swin altiigtither to consist wHlii 
popular tone, or with the teiietn i>f a philoa 
statesman. It is to be added llial with tl« 
plicity of an infantine nature, they liatl theA 
as regards their affeeiions, of lUt laidcT 
Tlieir feeling? were strong, but not de^^ 
tmpressions made o " ' ' ' ''"' 



KeOctd. I have oftfn rnlli'tl and « 
bimtrated wtth niy frii-'nil uu UiU peculiarity. 
In Iinw tilmasi thought ivgardini; menrntlier 
ll thn eyes of a naturalist than a brother, and 
^r taking an interest iji obncrving their habits 
tntarlting their peculiarities, timn fading ( 
Bjr sa their relation to us requirrd.' But with 
• imp«rfuctic)nii (how trifling comparcil to hit 
BM !) it in {Kiuifiil to think lie i» gonti for everf 
PCruel to Hurvoy the blank ho has led. OniM ' 
pone is forced mournfully to exclaim, — " EhflUit j 
bto minus est cum aliiK veraari qiiiim tui ntv* 1 



P would be n very iniperfec 



I would be n very imperfect account of L«>rd J 
BukI whicli should make no mention of tlift J 
|hl who for the latter and more important part 
lb life shared all his thoughts and was navsr * 
Hfmrl from him, Mr. John Allen t or ths lo» 
Hi Id him the world of politics and of icieaoii, 
'idll more, our private circle, has lately had to 

piM of the molt able uul learned men whom I hsai 
t^kBOWD, ud one of the moat legocioos obserrtri, Hr. 
P. Bmitb, who read theae paget. and veil knew I«rd 
Und, «llh whom he vu nearl; connected by murine, 
Is be aeluowledged the genenil aecnrscy of the portrah 

tirswn, objected to thii portion, nnlcn an iddilioa wns 
In which I enlirelf concur, tiiaC after erer io loagan 
'ptt from BDy of his fHends his warmth of sAtlitB 
Mr and was as great U befbre the -~ 
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dvplinv— unutlier blank oliieh iMurMIjr ouaM ' 
AUmI up. Ue wus edacaieil lU CdiiUnn^A 
pbysiciao, nnd etood far at tlutJiaoil of oU U*« 
temimnuio nn n stiuknt of tbe KeiuiM* «adud 
with tUr healing nrct buthnolaotiultJvalMjBUMUl 
otiMfiilly all Umtinmiihi!suf iob^HiUia] pliUratipt 
and was eminent in ilmt raiuoiw ocliocil at lat 
jihj'ticti, fnr l>i« extensive ImrDiii^ unci iiin iinrini 
power nf wibUe Kiuoiiirig. For come ^mmI 
leotnrcd inosttibly on Piiyaintngy, iml IwfimM 
ii^ oit praolivi! lii^ accupUnl 
LoTdHoUaud'K&mlly, dnriiiqtlie paa««' 
OD tlidr journey firet to IVoDce, iliua lo 
wK<fK) Ihey remained lit! the ynar 1805, 
materials wbioh he coDnctMl in Ihv latter 
for a complete account of it, hutli liwtnriol' 
■taturical, were nf great nxteut am] value: 
cumiidcrable portion of the wnrk wa» 
wiii^n the pleasures of political diM-uaaioo, *ii 
%itti the natural iadoleDci' iif hti hniuta na fe 
vanMol in life, occasioutit him to lay it aridai 
of liit« years he chiefly confiiied hi» lahuara tbi 
wry linnied paprrs upon the atttiquailai) k 
till! English coDstitulion in the * l-'^llabiiifk 
view.' Uealoo puiiliah«l, in 1830, a laKtarf 
luminuru work utuin the aninimt history 
coiMtiiiitioQ. 

Ill- had originally been a M»ui-what iud 
t adminr of the i-'reocb K«valuUaa, 
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the number of its eiilogiHts whom the excessee 
i, and 1794, uliuimtecl from itMcaiiHe. Even 
'eclorial tyranny hod not o]>tinc(i his eyoA to 
Is of ilH courae ; but a larger acquaintance 
ankind, more of what in ionned ^' knowledge 
world/' Ki'^^^ly mitigatful t\w strength of 
lionN, and hin niiniito Htudy of the ancient 

of our own ronHtitution conipluted his 
pat ion from (Mirli(>r prcjudici'H — nay, rather 
I opiniouH info the opposite hchUi ; for it is 
that <hirin^ the lust thirty or forty years of 
, in other wohIh, (hirin^^ all his political life, 
n tolerating revolutionary eourHCs, or show- 
' tcMKh'rnesM towards irniovations, he was a 
■r on HO sniall a neah' that lie eouhl hardly 
i^^iit to approve of any elian^e at all in our 
iirnlary <'oiislitiiii()ii. \\v. h('id the tneoNure 
l-'4'J HH all hilt revolutionary; auLi^unKl ill 
Ili'CJs on tin- slrnctnn'of tln! House ofC/oni- 
jind n'l^anlrd it as liavin<^ in tin; result 

^rcat miscliirf on th<* couiposition of that 

■ hafrvcr iM'iK'tit if nii;_;lit. havt? secured to the 

as A part) iiinveineiif . Lord Holland had 

i|) lii'i iiiiiid to an eiilirn a})prnval of the 

as nere>,an, if not for the ronntry, at, leiwt 

Liheral |)arly, to wliieli he was (ievot<><l ; 

supported it, as his iniele had done the far 

t<'ii'.i\e relorni proposed hy Lord (irey in 

^hieli, le-ui nii it was, very uuu^h exeiHxied 



veuniuni! {larHuiiB, ii 
pliyeJcal ftnil mural m 
Hicli *piii:nluUi>iu, yet it INB 
pnliticai of [be tky and tbei^'i 
tlilit cciunu-y tliat hi: dlritti- 
coahl be more uMfuI u uuiil* 
nanitreB, becAuso he cleuh' 
ud never t«r a matnent Mifln*** I 
Kitoij bj- jjarty pivjuflicc u 
d«ed, Iik« all who, in the. unildl 
yisirs, bavi'! Ihwd for 
VBgaiit dfiiiorratic ■ 
•ev«vly ngnirut aieiely populai 
■DnunrEint too much inclined | 
affitlni which nredirected for ih^ 
nanogMl with as little : 
natx Of cobseut — for^tiflf d 



wiiiuhwcUHire (lirou^h Uioliiniii)oiw«iMipktaNiip 
pagM of ltob«ru»n iuhI l^iblKxi. Il« rnrwlMMM 
tAwty WDs too abstract, uu Kpecnlattan toeoMVl 
cnulrl «i faruioDp to the ilutjtils of pnetical aWp 
tmmsbip at to give a fiicDil, pmooedUi^ fur Uw fia 
time <Mi a delicate anf! important luitaiMt, tit 
£Ouni) fulvice : — " Don't ertrr npjicsr nniiiiwa alal 
an^ point. Nther in argtiiog to uaavinor tluivjH 
on! trtnling witb. or in trjiii"' to ubinn aooMH 
sluu from l)ifm. It ot^on may lappra tlatjtf 
iiullfforeDcii trill gain a much readier aaoavlodlA 
mlDtlH. EariiMtutMi aiid aiixiiMy arv uvooHif 4| 
Olio addreaMog a public aMembly — mil. aa SkU 
BB^aUff," 

Tht! nbaract^r of Sir. Allea was tif ilir hig 
ont«T. nis iutegritjr was eti.'rlio'f, lila liononr j 
and uniaritislied. No oiio liad & mort; luAf dfa 
of those mean tricks to wliich, wbclber ou U 
or niottrrrs of iiaportanet!, worldly umui hanH 
frfquiiut recourse. Witbuul tbv aluulnw of 
cism in An; of ill farms, lie wiu, iu uU «* 
iwrtiuulurs, a person of tlui pumt niiiraJa j i 
ind%iiHtion vaa never muri! vojaly niiwnl IIm*^ 
llie aspect of daiing proHi^acy or grorulling 
nes». ills f««ling:B, too, )i«r« wtmii: lua a 
kind and afrt^rtinnato. No nHW ««a n more ■ 
or sincere friend ; aud ha emnily, tlwugb t 
WW pineal I Ik, 
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ay naturally be asked how it happened that 
his great talents, long experience, and many 
scomplishments, intimately connected as he 
th the leading statesmen of his time (the 
3r8 of the Crown for the last ten years of his 
liould never have been brought into public 
»r ever been made in any way available to 
vice of the country ? Nor can the answer 
question be that he had no powers of public 
ig, and would, if in Parliament, have been 
e most part a silent member; because it 
not be easy to name a more unbroken silence 
as for many long years kept by such leading 

as Mr. Hare, Lord John Townsend, and 
il Fitzpatrick, without whom, nevertheless, 
. always supposed that the AVhig plialanx 
Iiave been wanting in its just proportions; 
n) beeausii there are many important, many 
igli })()litieal, oHiees that oan well and usefully 
;(1 ))y nutn wholly unused to the wordy war; 
•. Allen n(iver filled any plaee except as Secre- 
lay i'n(l(;r S(?cr('tary, for afew months, to the 
issioners for treating with America in 1806. 
I i'ear we are drivcjn, in accounting for this 
e iiu't, to tli(? liij^h aristocratic habits of our 
nnicnt, if tin? })lirjise may be allowed; and 
'nipn-luaid Mr. Allen's (entire exclusion from 

in no other way than by considering it as 
fixed and settled rule that there is in this 

i3 
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i.- 
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tical preferment, no such rise is in ordins 
possible. Tlie genius of our s}'stem, very 
consulting its stable endurance, appears 
apportion its labours and its enjoyment, sc 
the two classes of our citizens by an in 
line, and bestowing freely upon the one tl 
and the toil, wliile it reserves strictly for 1 
the fruit and the shade. 
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APPENDIX. 



Walpole and Bolincjhrohe do not belong to the reign cf 
George III. But it is impossible well to ufiderstand Lord 
Chatham without considering Walpole also. However, the 
great importance of continually holding tip Walpole to the 
admiration of all statesmen, and Bolingbrohe, except for his 
genius, to their reprobation, is the chief ground of inserting 
this Appendix.] 



SIR KOBKRT WALPOLE. 

^iiE juitagonist whom Lord Cliatliam first encouii- 
3red oil Ills (Mitoring- into public life was the 
etcraii AValpolc, who instinctively dreaded him 
he nionunt he licard his voice; and having begun 
•v exchiiniiuLr, ** W'c. must muzzle that terrible 
>ornet of horse ! " cuther because he found him not 
be sih-nccd In promotion, or becrause he deemed 
junishmeiit in this case better than bhmdishment, 
iiided by takinii; away his coinnii>sion, and making 
ihn an enemv for ever. It was a blunder of the 
irst order ; it was of a kind, too, which none less 
Jian Walpole wen* apt to commit : perhaps it was 
he most injudicious thing, possibly the only very 



*»> iiiaiij jtaii lUB niginai auiuuu ytuaat i 

nf a fre« stale out hold, wlio bave enje 
power thui Sir Kobarl Walpolo, UhI 
bdilnd thorn lesn junii cause of blamev 
monHments of tlir wiMbm nnil virtue fbr 
oonntry has to thank tiiin. Of Wimhingtc 
if wo beiioltl ill him a difl^rent cliBIKCUtri 
ikr more pxalteil ilescrijitinn, ihuti U t 
■aid, both that his imperisliable &m« re 
upon llie part he bore in tlie ItovoJutioi 
his iMlministnilion of the Government 
lielped to create ; ami that hi> unn^uoll 
and Belf-denial uever l'UuUI be pructm 
cuinsCaaoes which, like tlm;* of W&tpo)« 
no teinptutioii to ambitiou, becntue they 
means of usurping lorpor iioweri' limn 
bestowed; conseqiiently hi* cure cjuinot 
pMWt, in aay pBrticHlw^ Tfith. tttfttM 
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witli various embarrassments ; and yet he 
d at home without any inroads upon public 

he administered the ordinary powers of 
stitution without requiring tiie dangerous 

extreme temporary rigour; he preserved 
lity at lionie without pressing upon the 

and lie maintained peace abroad without 
rifice eitlier of the interests or the honour 
ountr}'. If no brilliant feats of improve- 

our laws or in the condition of the state 
temptetl ; — if no strikin«2: evolutions of ex- 
olicy were executed ; — at least all was kept 
I quiet in every ({uarter, and the irrepres- 
cities of national industry had the fullest 
fonled them durinu^ a len<^thened season of 
whicli in those days of "'foreign war and 
li levy " was deemed a fortune hardly to be 
JF, and of wliieh the history of the country 
er otlered any e\ani}>Ui. 
)oh' was a man of an ancient, honourable, 
.lent family, one of the first in the ccmnty 
f(»lk, to whose possessions he suceeiHkHl 
c't loo youi)i» for eiitrrinu: into tlie Church, 
llc^si(»^ lie was destined to had an elder 

li\i(l. Ucscued IVom that humbler fortune 
«'h, howj'ver. he always >aiil lie wonUl have 

tin' rrimacv), he had wcll-nii-h fallen into 
re obscure ihr litr of a country jicntlenian, 
h he riiii^ht have whiled away his time like 



Ill'' diljiiiiivu to [lolitical luattera tiM^H 
iiitQ I'urliiiniPiit. The ricuth of^ 
Gloucester, I'rincKiia Amie'i tOD, hod ki 
(ho Uhutrioiis priiK^e uii the tiirono rdi 
purty in general : the Tiirioit had tl 
gbotacle In the way or tljc Act uf Sel 
wliidi Uie King was ansioualy endci 
coniifm tito troedom lie liad ooiique 
adopted twuntry ; tht'y liad only intra 
tlat ho{)>» uf its miscBrrytriff ; and tlwi i 
or i>&Ttie8 III Parliaiueiit, wbeu llit 
Oath was carn'od by n minority of one (i 
evinced too cluarty tlutt in the country 
UMJnrily wtiro for thi; exiieil fnraiJy. I 
oonodve Kuw gruitly the Imvin^ com 
public life at such a <;riais mtut have nt 
«9K(|lil«st»la&aklt(i.* aadltovlMl^ai 
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of privilege, the ca^e of the Aylesbury 
sing out of the action of Ashby v. White ; 
B he, with the other leading Whigs— the 
I, the Kings, tlie Jekyls, tlie Cavendishes 
a decided i)art for the general law of the 
ainst tlie extravagant doctrines of privilege 
led by tlie Tories. SaciievereH's trial — a 
lly, which he privately did all in his power 
ent — completed his devotion to political 
WQA one of the managers, and was exposed 
lare of the popular odium under which all 
noters of that ill-advised proceeding not 
illy fell. The Church party were so 
1 that the mob was on their side as well as 
en*s Court ; and this incident in Whig his- 
*cribed by Bolingbroko as " having a parson 

and burning tlieir lianrls in the fire," made 
:» dread that firo ever after; for it is not 
rtain that the share with which he in the 

Settlement sueeessfully commence<i his 
ife, trnvti a stronir Whig bias to his after- 
ri it is certain that tin; Saeheverell case gave 
in>iiiiitional abhorrenee of religious contro- 
nd an invinei}>hj rcpugnanee to touch any 

I that, f'ould oonncet it>elf with Church or 

II flaniour. Through his whole public 
betrayed a Inrkiu'^ dread of anj thing on 
he religious sentiments of the community 
le brought to bear, as if aware that these 



bsami* tu ihe excitement ttuty iiiiiy produu 
iUmI not any iiidllfbrence to the grsU 
4(deralion, ii1wa;r« kept liim from NMkiag 
which thor« is tivury tmson l(i think J 
VLtumUy )iav« wished ta obtalu agaiiwt 
Church party, ami in favour of the Snctai 
The ffiigncity of stich men as Godol 
Uarlbiiroiigh uarly dejH^ried WalpoleVius 
•t onoe (vriMurod him their favour; wiA I 
to whom he owed liia firet appointmont of 
Kt Wftr, hi> intercourse was slwftys inli 
«oni)deulial. When a vile Court intrl^ 
France from liein^ undone by the vIctoHt 
great uion ; when what St. Simon ealla 
raelf dt Loudrex " unex[icct«!ly mtcu 
XIV. from hb doom ; when, aa Fred 
many yearn after iiaid, Blenheim, Rainilli 
tHLTit, iMaijjIaquet, woi'e all unable to di 
agiutuit ikirKction, and the li'raach King 
Iwd tlie intrignis of ii mi»tKs« of the rol 
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ivcn. His agfgravatioii of it. by boldly dofend- 
tiie conduct of Marlborouuh uiniin>t tho slan- 
»iis attacks of the* adverse* faction, produced the 
•ge against him of corruption while at the War- 
L'C : and hu wa«4 sent to the Tower upon an 
isation of hiivinur received i)(X)/. from a con- 
tor; was expelbnl tlie House of Commons, 
iLjh never either impeached or prosecutinl ; and, 
)einj»- re-el ectifl in tlie same Parliament, was 
arwl ineliL»:ihle by a majority of the House, 
hat Walpoh", throuirli tlie whole of this pro- 
iiiLT. was reirarded as tin* victim of jiaity ran- 
• ; that but for the factious sjurit of tiie day he 
»r wouhl have bet.ri accu>eil : that nothiiig can 
.•ss (h'cisivc jiL::iin>t anv one than a \(»t(^ carried 
I niajuritv nf lui'Ivt- in a full House of Com- 
!*«. in which iiiaiiv of the a<lver>e iiartv voted 
1 ihc a<'cu-Ml, ant! nian\ nion- refux-d to vote 
II: and lliat ilie ^realcM di>tni>t of i heir ease 
shown l»y the acciiMMs in nexcr venturing to 
iiuir jiKjcial |)r>.r«MMrm«_i> nf any kind — may all 
'a^il\ aiinii;!" i : and y\ iImtc rests a stain upon 
pari <:i' \\';iijM»l«'V pul)li<* conduci. l-'or what 
iii- tL-fiiic •: Nt»t i<> th'uv that ilu' <'untractor» 
i:i\ rn lu ! iin.i's. onr ol .';()() !iiiin«-as. and the 
r <»r a** mai.y junni'l.s (tt\' uhicli all but 1(X) 
■ ;«a'ui), but In aiiiiui thai tlu-y wen* iudy paid 
n-jli \Vi.lpi)I(''.< hand to a fiicnd nanie<l Maun, 
ui hv h.id meant to faxnur l)V i>ivin<>' him a 



•]q>eared against the lultur, which tim u: 
acMdont of llitt foimcr's iluatb preveuUd I 
ole&rly removed. Haw, that such a pi 
itdmit^Dg it to have bum m Walpol 
describes it, would in our purer days i 
deemed mo^t iucorrect, iiay, sufficient to 
character of any minister, i^oaut lie dou 
tlxae days the course of office seenu to 1 
tioned such impropriety ; aiid that no niM 
iiyiired by Lnving so behaved, any mow 
reputations of some French niiuixtom at 
the worse for the wear tliey undergo ou 
Exchange, must be obvious from thu fact 
polo having, in four years afler, huMi {Ju 
luad of the Treasury, (hough without tb 
Premier i and afterwards become, and 
hp^raf tto GowtfiHiieBt foe nm^ lli^M 
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)r want of the materials of attack, it was 
' urged against him tliat so lorig a tenure of 
y^ one man was detrimental to the state, if 
gerous to the constitution. Nothing can 
ikingly show tlie great improvement which 
siples of public men and the practice of the 
:ion have undergone during the last hun- 
.rs. 

1 he quitted oHicc, a charge of a different 
ion, thougli connected with pecuniary mal- 
1, was made a<rainst the veteran statesman, 
of between 17,000/. and 18,000/. had been 

!)y him upon two Treasury orders, two 
()re he resi<riie(I, in February, 1741-2 ; and 

tlie money l)ef()re the Exchequer forms 
3 ^onc throui^h, tliey were pawned with 
;er of the Jiank. Now, "VValpole never 
ive 11 (ktaik'd ('X})lanation of this trans- 
)nt Ix'L^an to <liaw uj) a vindication of him- 
L»:iir^ that the money was taken, with the 
pj)r()bati()ii, for th(; i)ublic service. This 
extant, bill uiiiinislicd ; and it consists of 
nd di>tinct statfuicnt of the eourse of the 
irr ill issiiiii''- nionctv, from winch tlie in- 
s, that in» on<^ can appr()j)riatc any sum to 
in (h'liancc of, or escape from, so many 
md cinclvs. This, however, is a lame 
when lh<' receipt oi' thi^ money by him is 
. The reason ollered for his desisting 



■U UIUIIUII'J limilll); WIVN M 

thti caopiirisdii of liU expeiiJiture W 
appears more ditiicutt tu ine«t. WUlt 
Oligiiially of about 2000/. a-year, and W 
nMtt to mora thnn doiiblo ihat anMnillt 
with a iHofMnrm niooiuiting- to eximvsj 
acmiuuli timt one of bis yearly tDHitiiitp 
tan, " th« GuutcreK " a& it was uaUedf 1 
ttiicl wliicli lustud eix or eii;fa( wmks^ a 
Miulud by all liis sii|ipori('ri in eilJier J 
by tliwr tVJi'niU, iwt iiim 3tXKtf. a-j 
btuMlngvand piircliiMniwcn-rjitinintvdat 
and to tills niuKt bf uUM 4U.0U0^ fb 
Kow. It Is Inie that for many yww ] 
owo offlciiil tweome of SOOOf., with a 
of n Hitiintiv, and bis foniily luui boM 
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yOOL, or nearly twice the average value of 
Fhole private property, could have been ac- 
ilatecl by savings. His incumbrances were 
paid off by his wife's fortune ; his gains upon 
fortunate sale of his South-Sea stock, just 
•e the fall, could hardly account for the sum, 
►ugh he states, in a letter to one of his friends, 
he got a thousand per cent, on what lie pur- 
ed. On the whole, we must be content to 
t that some cloud liangs over this part of his 
rj' ; anil that the jx^'uerally prevailing attacks 
fist him in this quarter have not been very 
es^ifully repulsed. 

has been much more imiversally believed, 
he carried on the (lovernment with a profuse 
ication of the intlneiice derived from patronage; 
that the most o[)«'n bribery entered lariu^ely into 
[>lan of ])arliaiii<'ntaiy management. That in 
L' days the iiieii ^^(■^«' iar less pure who filled 
li'Lihcst i)hic«s in tl'.r State, and that parlia- 
tary a< well as mini.-tcrial virtue was pitched 
I a h)W('r >r{\\v than it. ha])])ily has been, since 
•yinir and fl ai Ic^s press and a watchful public 
tini/«(l the ('(MKhiet of all j^ersons in any 
itiun nl" ti'ii-t. in;iv bt* at onee admittwl. It is 
itli uhirli Ikin l)rrn rcjieatedlv asserttnl in these 
's : ami if* any (••Mi('iii>ive j)ro«)f (»f it were re- 
Lil. it is thr proof \\i' have in tli(» uni\er>iill' 
vn lact, that the combinations of ]udiiical par* 



that the pm-iciJ of Wulpiik'i pawwjjH 
K) iiilruduco extmordinary fofcea li>U) IM 
qrsfein. since tin? stakn ivns nol alw&fs a 
■jone, but oftciitinies hJid n crown. M 
i* the garau, riiuasuren ure rcaiiily rmorM 
in the ordiiiury uimsurii-i ur lualctiw nf p 
(TOuld bo reluctantly if at all adopted, 
mu uMual in those days for men out of -i 
had voted with tlio GovemmeDt daiinftU 
niid had ublatite<l tio prumntion, nor t 
Jkmuni, to receive suiiih uf muney— wh( 
token of minis[«rial gratitude, or um a t 
ment of tlicir cxponacn in ottendlog |nr 
had btvn so otivn uasi-rtiil, ntid in some 
will) auch detailed partiotdon, that it Mai 
for one of Ilio usual inodeH uf HouM of C 
Biagagiin«tnt — |iretty uiucli like tlui MbM 




^^^ SIB BOHEHT WALFOLR. 

rt, that sir Bubert Walpole's rtiputatioti J 
lug carried on tlie Government wilh unpM 
ntMl corruption rests on no bett*r ground thi 
iDp6a and honeet wiiy of avowing tliu i 
l«toined exercise of patronage, and hit 
ions, rather merry tlian well oonsiiierccl, OIT ' 

nature of yialiilcal men — which gav<; riiw to 
notion, that hti held statesmen lu mort) venal 
I others had believnJ theia to be. Hin fiimiHU 
1^, that " all men have their price," can pmv« 
ting unless "price" be defined ; and, if a large 

liberal Bense is given to the word, the pro- 
(ion more resembles a truism than a snesr, or 
itnillltion of official misanlhropy. But It hs* 
n posilively affirmed that tlie remark never was 
le; Hir it is said th.'il an iinport.int word ia< ^B 
Ited, which wholly changes the muso; tml 
: Walpole only said, in reference to certiin 
lena or profligate adversaries, and tfaelr ad* 
nts resembling themselves, "all Ihae nam 
t their price."* His general lone of nroan^ 
n Bpeaking of patriotism and political gntitiid*, 



lOOOl. b; General Churdiill, Groom of hi* B 
p«a refiised it. That Walpole binuelf bod knows «f 
ar attempt* made on Shippcn'* virtiu bj tbe Hodq* 
■ party, it pretty evident from hit well-knmrn tKjiMf 
atlng that boneit man—" I won't say wbo U conq^ 
«bo ia not corruptible I will lay, and that la lir. 

One** lib of Walpnle, vol. ). p. T5T. 



J 




The opixiicu of nunkind which miA i 
lliese iinpfiTted made Pope say, — 



But [f it is certain tliat his low ' 
publiu virtue, always openly, perlwps 

tejided lo lower men's edtil 
own, bj making' them suppose thai im 
to act upon his nutions of those lie I 
with, it ij At least equally cleflr, that t! 
more fit to be a>ke<l before vu condi 
emg^ratcd tuisauthropj', is, — Whetiiei 
very greaily «rred in the meoD opinioi 
wliicli he had farmed ? Ko one it\u 
long the dispenser of patronage amoi^ 1 
of his fellow-citizens enn fail to Mre bS 
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traction — grasping selfishness in )>ot]i kindfi, 
pursuit of men's own bread, and crdd cal- 
g upon otliers' blood — the fury of diNa[)" 
ent when that lias not been done whieli it 
ipossible to do — swift oblivion of all that 
x'n granted — unreasona})le cxpeetation of 
only Ix'canse nnif.h lias been (riven — not 
favours repaid with hatrefl and ill f n'atrnent, 
ly this unnatural course the a(;rount might 
;le<l between gnititude and ])rid(! — such are 
*n'ts of the hnnian heart which power soon 
L's to its possessor: luld to tlu^H;, that which, 
L»r, deceives no one — the never-cciusing hypo- 
f declaring, that whatevcT is most eagerly 

is only coveted as aflording the means of 
r the country, and Nvill only Im' taken at the 
'(» of iiidivldiujl interest, to tJH^ sense of public 
and I desire to i)e iiiid<'?sfood hen* as s])eak- 
ini my own ollieial experience. It is not be- 
that in our own tinie< men are at. all worse 
ley wer" a ecnlniy aL^o. Why then should 
ipose thai one who had l)'>en I 'rime iMinister 
enfv Years, and in ojliee fiv(» or six mor(», 
ri\ed at his notion nt' iiimian nature from a 
hropieal dispo.xiiion rather than froiu his 
al e\pn i.'iMi'. a h)ni;er oiu» than 1 jiossesscnl ? 
still nimr nnjnst is the inf'erenet* whi<'h is 

even iVom Ji snj)])osition of exauKeratinl 
liro|>y, that because he thought le.ss favour- 

.VI. K 



a inotioa persuuuUy directed agauud liin, 
vntii Uie muBl acrimouioiu -zuU, cuul ft 
tlu) mloutsM inquiry luto all his weak {j 
tke nouse, n\mn he was prcaenl to nwu 
of corruption, nono wns muds; aitwfco 
to ruU-, (uid iutil left l)ieConunon«,a«n 
fiw weeks la investigate his coraloct. ' 
of tli« tnqniry was tUe chni^ almuly nd 
and A futile sUtement of liia baiiitg nffiui 
to llie itiajoT of a boTou^li, and a living t 
ghtrole's brother, in order to inflo^noe i 
In the great debate on Sundyn's motioi 
testimony lo his puru admtnittKitmn of 
importaot braiiL'h of lb« |>iiblic Mrvica 
by Sir C. AVnger, the Fimt LonI of f 
nlly. nlio declared that, during: tfa* nb 
^ presided over tiie Mw^f 
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kiritli ni8o'» pBrllameiitsiy enwfiiot, by 
( thow who had voted a^Uut iitm, wm 
n chn^'l Rpon liim nnd hnrdly ilmM i 
I prnciiedtng tor ivhich infni*ti'rii an u 
pBiowf UN li]pmvd| it it) tLRronntctl tli« mmf 
iMtQ iiifltipnce to aupiHirt the (^ivurnmwt. 
oudly denied thai ever a tlireiit liiul faiwn 
lyeri hy hiin tn dctor men fVoin votiuy to* 
ig to ihnir conMiiratiouii npinittno ; and whm 
ire eliulleti^d to tmivict liira of micti a ooune, 
offered to accuae. 

riug cleared nway the ^und trom th» n* 
■wiita with «h|eli ocntemporary pr(;|ii()leM 
btnexU iiud cntiimbcrud it, w* may now tfao 
■dlltfnctly |ii>Tr(nvn ttic mttHdi of tliiM gnat 
Itauii >ind w(i Khitll t'luily lulmit tliut be mu 
^Vto Meat, wiiieit, Mifiut riilpr> whn critrboK 
fe dri* ruuntry. Infcriiir to miiriy in qiialitlea 
loxile the mullllmte, and umlervnlnin^ the 
lutwarrl [irTi^oinpliHlimonts of Knglish ststtt- 
Ip, iiay, accounting them mfrits only ao ftp 
y conduced to jmrlifiincntiiry iimi lo popular 
ice — am) even m«6h underrnluing thrir HffiMta 
t dirpntion — Walpnlo yet rankx in th* raij 
t ctiuw of thoM> wliow! unvarying prndtnee, 
apprclirnsion, fertility of re«tiiircoii to mnt 
Kttil diffiuiiltiuH, nrniiieM of piirpuM:, juiit 
Mttin^tly euggeratad Knlf-coufldeooe, point 
tU by common coniwiit m ihe men quBlP 
r k3 
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race, 
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wliich in Ilia dity fitnned the proTi^^H 
tlcHn. Willi men hiE acquainbuMfli 
and it wai profouni}. His wvsre jvdgl 
■ooiQwiiiii niiwinthropic bios to which nt 

miujo, never misled biin ; it onljr ji 
hia guard ; luid it may sifely be affimn 
man ever iniwlt^ fewer miiilskiia la Us I 
wltb ciUitT Mtlversarlea, of fHeode, or 
fennt world. 

From tfieite gnat qnnlitim it nmilt 
better or n. more siiciemfiil mioUtpr 
preside over tuiy cuuntrj in time* of p 
if we are unable lo conjecture how &r Id 
hl» boldness, liis pniilent circunupoc^on, 
asM of apprclionNinn, would kavo nifflco 
hliu im gnat a wur miniilcr, wu Iiaw to 

and Tirtuuiu )>i>Jicy, wliich tlmA&s 
aud hig tnatelileu JtkilL nhl 
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MUijecture what the last of national calamities 
Id alone have proved. Nor had he ordinaiy 
lunstances to contend against, or ordinaiy men, 
iie undeviating pursuit of peace, which made 
course so truly useful and so really brilliant. 
\ impatience of France to recover her power 
her military reputation, dimmed by the wars 
VTilliam and of Anne; the Spanish politics, 
iplicated beyond their usual degree of entangle- 
it; Austria, alternately exposed to danger of 
ig conquered, and putting the balance of 
lope to hazard by her ambition and her in- 
dies, never perhaps active or formidable at any 
er period of her history ; Prussia, rising into 
rerful influence, and menacing Gennany with 
quest ; the great capacity of tlie Regent Orleans, 
inexhaustible resources of address, his manly 
rage, liis profligate cliaracter ; the liabitual in- 
jerity and deep cunning of Floury, whose paciflc 
)osition, nevertlieless, made liim "Walpole's na- 
il ally — such were the diflicultios and the adver- 
es among which he had to steer the vessel 
miitted to his care; M'hile he had to thwart 
councils at home, the King, first the father 
; then the son, constantly bent upon projects of 
l)ition, reckoning conquest the only occupation 
rthy of princes, war their natural element, and 
ce an atmosphere in which they can scarcely 



faraUbn; It amy be tiMt^ tu lh», uiii it fiamt t. 
kighor «uUigT ftill no tliiai ifrvU inttomaB. Itat 
btmlc ihc opfHxdtion la bb wW onl lirtM* 
poti«j- wldch li« euxmnterad aiuont; oounMn aad 
ooUcag'aefi. often mifdvi] b^ t)ic public tmpaliepCA 
nat wldoin takiag tlictr ioqp from thn Snvcnj^ 
an og^KMilion wra broke ovt jmbtidy in hr^li Mt 
unexp<ct«l (|iuii1eTs; for Uie Cbanerlli 
on one occasion, made « mLrliko h>nuiiniK • 
qvitliilg llie woolsack lo aililrmt the Lonl*i.» 
COOIHtatit fiwling' of national prule ami ualiM 
prejuili<y- was operatiug;^ a^itisi PrauBE. tii laif 
AT Jii«ilou^y of Freuch sJUaiKw, io ilJsDke bvos 
ptsre ilaelf. The deep^routal ptriiBiirj* if 1 

l^lUii penple nevvr set in muni dmigi} 

their French neighboDrs tlan iliinng Wi 

adininistratioQ. One-half the coiititfT, 

of Hie Prelender, hated thno befW* llttT. 

French ; Ihe other half, both 

French, and bocause ihe^' «< 

IIUHivnmn settlement. The 

sinec the interests of the couatiy aod all 

of her mixt glorinus actions hail been 

• yfimi Lord Hanlwicke, csrrM vtj Vg tt 
Mttodwin b«}ond his iectiuain«l mo-lcnaai 
gwltiiiiii' ur Kfteth, «u decUiuiutp « 
S^ld>li drpn-datknii in 17-39, W;il[ii 
thraor, Butl lo those near him, "Kntu, Colcml 3 
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t, contiaaed to gall the nation, 9.M uifUte 
ifM of n^ining by amis the funlin^ whicU 
^Aad lost ; and during the lonj? oiiniinU- 
tef Walpole there liardly pasted a yttta in 
Mr public eye was not jcalomjy pointed to 
quarter of the world, remote or near, sa 
g a reason why the publiu voice •hould be 
for war. It was this ^ncial tide <if publio 
n, as wdl as the under crirreut of royal and 
f inelinatioii, that WaJpole luul to stem fcr 
a long year. lie did atetn it; gaUsiul.ly he 
the vessel to her course ; and he waa not 
f. from the helm by the cumbined elamonra 
laub and intrigues of party, until afler he 
Inred the incalculable blessing of a repom 
tt example for all the great interests com- 
I to his cluirgc. 

ifter ao long a stra^le he at length gave way, 
A be remembered that the whole couuiry waa 
tlte King, and the Court determined upon 
Spanish war — one of the greatest blots ia 
A history. Wajpole's opposition to it waa 
«ui, and it was unavailing. He tendered 
wignation to the Kiug, and the King re- 
to accept it, passionately asking his minister 
etiier lie would desert him at his gr«atc«t 
" He then kid his ooromaiids ou hi« (a 
B, anil nniuokily for his reputation Walpols 
d. llud he persisted in resigning, h« mi^t 



J^TD remained to all posterity wU^^| 
bint to chequer its lustre. 

That he had at all times, in the o 
tuTeiga allairs, fearlessly couDsdled tl> 
aoil without the lea^t regard to pereona 
epoken out like a man the whole trot 
closet, where such sounds so seldom u 
from t^ walls, no doubt whatever exists. 

£)arly in Genrge I.'s reign he reefed i 
las preeung desire for measures against 
on account of a Meoklenburg quarrel, 
the Elector of Hanover tuok n very 
part : be absolutely refused liiin munoy 
vas reproached by the King for breu 
promise. His answer uos, thougli rapb 
firm, and it was sincere, lie would MM 
Im md, the asseHion of ius Mitfatol 
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K)n the Swedish throne, Walpole plainly 
Jy explained his views, refused the sum 
d, and so impressed the King with the 
of his pacific policy, that he joined him 
ill his other ministers, both English and 
— With George II. he held the same 
ndependent course ; insomuch that at one 

King's displeasure rose to the height of 
it impossible for Queen Caroline, his steady 
r, to defend, or even name him in her 
s presence. Her only means of assuaging 
al anger was to ascribe the minister's 
, or, as the King termed it, unworthy and 
olicy, to his brother Horace's influence 
I mind on all foreign matters. His re- 
ice against " the petty Germanic schemes " 
)rince were unremitting ; and once he had 
'affe to tell him liow much " th6 welfare 
wn (lominioiis and tlie happiness of Europe 
I on his being a great king rather than a 
able elector ! " If such a speech was 

be little palatable to his Electoral Iligh- 
1 less pleasing must have been the remark 
le same honest minister ventured to make 
)f the many occasions when the hnplaeable 
f the House of Brunswick towards that of 
iburg l)r()ke out. *• Will your Majesty 
in au enterprise which must prove both 
ful and disadvantageous? Why, Hanover 

k3 



Walpolft'a piKific [jolicj Tendered ro U 
aul tlia norld, strict J^tice re(|uu«d u 
ln«tilo the obstacles vtUch wtire dflfaml t 
vut liini»t cuunw. The otker grMt sbct 
iic reniiered lu his coimtiy, wbs tht M 
the Protislaot succes^n ; — iovaliuUiK B 
QA eBcliuJiug the phtgue of ilie Rooiwli 
Bud Komistt supcretilion, but as p«ipelO 
Httlemeal uf the Uevoliition, l>f wliicli 
of tiie people to discard their rulcn, and 
■uch aa will protect, nut destroy, llieir 
was recngniaed and acted upon, Theu 
Iwd to stm^le, not cnly against tli« 
of Ilie Dxilecl family, soinetioLen ojwalj 
•eoreLlj) favoured by Frauce, butogtinct* 
of the laodod interest in Engliiad, pc 
Scotland, tertaialy in Irdajid— a. ma 

* Tht ttttlj Eerioiui otjcction ever mgei f 
Roberta foreiga ptdiey. Mb infltring ih* Knpat 
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' as well as in value of the whole people. 
?cession of Gef)rge I. had added to the 
of the Stuart faction all those wliom that 
exclmlcd from his favour, by the policy 
he from the first pursued of placing him- 

tlie head of a i)arty. The appearance 
us of a foreigner to exercise all the func- 
* royalty, cooled the 103'alty of some natural 

while it converted many indifterent jiersons 
•mies. Above all, the inroad of a foreign 
foreign mistresses, foreign favourites, all 
le of Knii:lish i^old as soon as they 

the land of j)r()mise, created a degree of 
'lit, and even of disgust, which mightily 
d the prevailing tendency to regret the 

a native fainilv. In- this state of thin^^ 
j)ol" prove liini>elf a mateli for the extreme 
iv-i of \\i< po«.iti(»n. Throni»:h his nniversiil 
irate irifelli«'enee. he was conslantlv aware 

de^ijn il.at v.a< ['h)itini:- in every corner of 

fV«iiii S:<M-Vi,.)!!ii to Naples, ])y the restless 
- ojilif «\il((| fiiniilv— aware of them lonuT 
'lev I:;«<1 ti!!:«' ft?" lipenin'^ info nii>ehief — 
r lh<-iii. Li(ii<r;illy .vpeakiu;;', from the very 
.i-riien! i;i rir. of their mo.-t -eeix't eoiincils. 
.a< \n:\ ifM, a fjiiiilv in the liritish do- 
\\ h'.M- 1 aiii.r;:;- h«' wa^i wd ae'jnainted with, 
)«.• pl.'iiio:!-. if Hiev ha«i anv. with the 
.r, he did not know. 'J'his kno\vk?dge he 



the tnfnns of injuring;, or ol' ajutayinj 
humUinu; hu udvi^reiuies. The fkel Ei wd 
that lit) Wtts pcHsiussed uf proo& wblob wo 
nilued titore than one of them. Shii>pei 
otlicra, knew [ic wm iit hb nntagonitt'ii pot 
thai uutiigouist never prcvi^iitecl liim from 
pursuing the coursu uf his violrat aiul ind 
fiictious apposition. It mii«l be furtlter i 
lu Louour of IValpoIe's wUdom and flnm 
when the ProteHlaut 8ucce§vion vaa erx 
by foreign moveraeiils on the port of tii« i' 
liixall but invincible rcpugnnoM to wnrlikM 
gnw way to a provident spirit of waiy ]>n 
aud he at ouL't>, both in his foreign tieg 
with Uolkud and Goriuany. und la Ida 
preparations for war willi France, sha 
nsulule determination to defend at all luu 
Revolution selttuntent, siitl to punish 111 
would molest it. 

The financial administration of Wal|>ote 
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irly before Iiis age, and tlierefore exposed 
lie usual clamour raised against original 
on state affairs. He held that raw com- 
for nianufactur(>s, and articles of necessity 
innption, should hi' relieved from all taxes ; 
impost upon land shoidd be reduced as far 
ble ; that th(^ revenue collected from the 
, being liable to evasions by contraband 
lould be transferred to the excise; and that 
of luxury should thus be more securely 
[lomically made to bear the 1)unlens of the 
xpenditure. Kvcry one knows the clamour 
lie greiit uu^asun; of the excise, the princi- 
itnition of his doctrine, encountered. His 
or relin(iui.shiri«r it is not discreditable to 
e had carried it by majorities always 
g; an<l, whv.n finally the majority was 
cnty, lie |^av(^ it up on ascertaining that 
i were so «j;cm'rally ^et against it that the 
)ps would Im' rccjuircd to C()ll(!ct it. ''No 
Slid this constitutional minister, ''ought 
'(1 ill tlii--; free country that it recpures 
nd tlic havonct to collect." A learned 
tly narrow -iuin(l(>d man, hating Walpole 
)]ution priucipl(>s, has not scruj)kHl to 
(»wn factious folly in tiie definition of 
I ill his dictionary. Another, a greater, 
)us, and a h'ss honest man, he]pe<l, and 
ipotcntly helped, to clamour down the 



tun in uie etiurcii no ii&u pr^venua, upon t 
In^ the aio»t glaring &cU nf Imse porftl; 
part of ibut luipniidiiM u-it; aod wbcu 
wui ukuu Oji^iiiiut thu provtHiau madt), r 
Walpule'o prttdocessura thau liiuuolf, fi>r m 
4 evpper twlaagie to Iivknil, upon t«fiiii 
trader pnrfMiJy fnir, and tii the Rouotiy aul 
KdvanUgcoiis. Tlin * Drapier't LrUtrt,' 
hia aiOBt fkmouB aud I>y far lil« mewt popt 
(luotioii, tbe act of liis life, lie vu tioeitsl 
conffwi, upon which rettled his whole IrU 
luril}' — tuid ni> tuitniM'VRr rctainnt its estJK 
llie miiiJ iif dm IriHli [loople ncjirly m lonj* 
Iiis cimnlryiDeii to rt-jwt lhc»e balfpcnco ; 
(hx vf-ry reverend «liI lior coleniiiljr saaerled 
fl»t duty 111 I'luil nvTit to tlio mlralJoa 
BOuU;" And heutwrttHj, imp»(li*ntly asseri 
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I ribaldry uf tlm Doan previiiled over tbs export- 
Rls of itie niuvtrioiiii pliilciHopliar, iiiiH Uie ooUi- 
t WW wiliidrawii fruui ciruuklion.* 
tha private character of Wnlpole io Cuiiilui: 
rwn; luid nil ronliTOipomry ivrlt^ra join J 
biy Uit) Muuo iin^ri's»uin of it. Upcn, konMl 
lAbotod, abouiidiiig in kiiiJuuH, ovcrRowii^ tfi/t 
id-bnmour, gdiierous lo proiWinu, bo«pi[AbI«fi 
(alt, in Ills iiiuiinora unsy to excuwi — iii 
I tlio rulvr uf Ilie country hIiuuIiI liavti won ij 
Btt by qiiulitiea wliioh wituld hava oiMio a privn 
itlanuui llie (krliiiK of wi^ioty. With I 
(Its, ItotTGver, were juitiud dufucta ur WMknt 
leb broke In Boincwliat upon ttie rwtpact ihl 
ar« jtuigM re()uirfl a j^reat statesman lo bu GOia»^ 
fed with rouad tdjout. lUa inirtti was boim- 
tt free, and opt In be ooarw i luui ho patroniMif 
iteroiu biliu-ity in the society wliioU ho bt- 
ptedi and at. tlio merry meetingM wbidi woo 
inlnxUiun uf liix lifu. lln rt^j:llnled not Um 
orum wliidi buticr Imbica KUHtain i mid ha fiil- 
}td, iu rt'»{itict uf ouiivivial euijtiyinuuls, nitliAr 
, Auhhn of hi« own day tluui of oura. Ho 
■Igod, loo, in galluitry more lliao bwveoMd 
Mr hix Htutiiiii or iiiM yours ; anil hn iiul, like n 

As Iriiih writnr at Incnlidrcnl nialli«in*llatl papenln 
own liny Murkt tilr lutoe NtiHton u > ■■ Saxon," ud a 
Ivtitur [" nnd be ii not iMaicil in Ireloud willi u. 




I eoDteupotarT * of Ki». iW « 
to bo >M8 Mrktlf vinuoD* In tU> i 
Uiau Iw «'as. 01x1 iMMuiOiTalirj' n 
hta punuit uf euah reoreutinns. Thia mix 
hon«oil iipcnnaiii aiid scum uf hypocricj, y 
little tenitcuoy lu hoasl o[ rortuue's fitw 
tlie unly inXl like au e^iccptiun lo Ihe wboll 
ftud tuiafrecU<(l nature of tlitt imui. Nor fai 
to dcfijie witb accuracy lion- mucli wu ali«( 
and how mucb ought to be set Jiiwn tn Uiv a 
of a merely joyous and fraub li'mi>er. The ^ 
which all peraous, of whaleviT age or caat, 1 
his Biiciety, is admitted by every wituoM. 

Of Sr Robert Wdpole's chnracter a» ai 
QF tttller u great mut&r of debate, It it of 
at thU ilislanco of time, ao>\ witii mi Hulj 
from the parliaiueuinry hi»tiiry of the day, m 
to vpeak 'a ith coafiUenu- ur disarimuuiUnn ; 
tro must roly od the Bstioiutt) fornuid by I 
and hsmded dowo to us, with few I 
materials oil wLicU their jud^ioot i 
he despieed not only all aJlectAiion and all ■ 
ments, but all the resourcra nf ilio a 
beyond its great "origin and fountatDf''J 
I 
* Louis XrT., when some one vnsrucouutii^Ut; 
•1it« Due d'Oil&jiK'g (ailernards It<'^ul'*) folUMia 
•Diiil, in lan^ua(^ mucb eulogiied by St Simtm, «U 
llw DDpcdoic. — "Encore tal-il buiflmm iln ilo* ^ 
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Br ideas, anxious devotion to the object in 
lying the audience along witli tlie speaker, 

be supposed from the manly and plain, 
sly and soinewliat coarse, cliaracter of hit 
iding. Eminently a man of busint»s, he 
I'u to Parliament to do the business of the 
and he did it. lie excelled in lucid state- 
lether of an argument or of fiicts ; he met 
lonist fearlessly, and went through every 
:he question ; he was abundantly ready at 
[1 at retort; he constantly preserved his 
vas even well-natured and gay in the midst 
( diiiicultics; and possessed his constitu- 
lod-luuuour, witli his unvariinl presence of 

tlie thickest fire of tlio debute, be it ever 
lent, ever so personal, as entin^ly iw if he 
lis oiliee, or his study, or the eonnnon 

liis friends, lie was, too, a lively, and 

a tiri^onie, speaker; nor did any man, 
ijoni !North himself, enjoy the position 
V del)ater verv enviable, to a minister 
; enviable of all — that of a constant fa- 
M'ith tlie House which it was his v(H*a- 
liwi. vSueh is the u:eneral aeeonnt lefk 
s speakin>;, and on this all witnesM-s are 

: be added, that his style wiis homely, for 

part ; and his manner, thou>>;h anintated 

y, yet by no means atfecting dignity, lu 



vec-tit-c iMil iiunMileral: 
lie iliscriptluii Of tlm I 
mutie^ opposition, moved by llie <laf4L Int 
Bolhigbrnkf!, mill fiiH jwirtmil of thkt 
snbtlR wlverisiry, appmrs In httvu bMn i 
of ftnal merit, as far as the onnwptJO 
for at the exuculion we cannot ta &iru« 
onrwives to judgfc from the only rwerd <ri 
h pFMHrvod, Ibe meagre parliaimMtary 
uf tliotte (tayii. Tlie excellence of tliiii c 
speocb. wliidi eventually i) rove Bolingbrok 
Is greatly wihanowl by Uie iiiiporlaat ci»e 
of it« being an iioprenietiltaled r^j U 
ehtbiuiitti attauk upon himenlf, in whirJi Sfi 
^^m(ltulIu ha'l fHgiiud u cosu ii|>pliniilihi 
polii's, ami uiiiter that cover dmu'u a M>v«ri 

Kutwillwtaiuting tlie gouer^ plaiuBNi 
plieily of lik eljlc, some Kf)wc.)io9 reml 

mikhnfj hv n liivhiv nrnaniflirful uni^ buokI 



ffffivulc thai it* only avaduu ahoutU b« 
iM'tiimlly iit^liKnic!, or tlii' witulin^-aliAM 

Hurtliltim uncuiLur, Suino iilua ut' hii 
nimaUd and eiiccowfu] (^urta insy ha 
uirl it i* li vnry hl^li raip, from tbu itU 
(vKordium of Inn ■punch iti n9|>ly to tlio hmg 
* ftttauki ujiun liim wiiioli SjunlyNi nolicua 

n>niovaI, 111 1741, kitniducud. Tttera 
of this Kpcccli oiily liis own niiiiiitm, jKrt 
Hh thtwi iti gTfAt muriiK upjirar claar. 
ivor Ik thu QomJuct uf IGiighin'l. 1 am 
amiftttx]. If wu inuintiiin aiiiwlvc* in 
id seek uu stiBfo In rorcipi tmnuKtinoN, 
■prtwnhod with tuintMieiw and puHlluiiIirrity. 
utiiritin* ill iliiipiit(--», w(i am cullwl D«ia 
1 *arl dupm to nil t.lia wiirlLl, If w» 
(givu) g;iiamnt.iH», it is iwkod why tlis 
b wittiUiuly biinlrrKMl. It' ^1lll^aIIttlW 
Ineit, ve am rupruauhal witli iiuvia^ lut 

>nern], lilx mnnnrr wiu xicnplo, ami •von 
with u ciiniitBia tiiiilency tiiwardu gaiety. 
taia bin finmt *piis(!h it i* roconled, that Ihm 
wu mint fiiDuiutliuiif, and at' « dlKMlly 
urpMuwd. Ill veJiuriiuuHQ uf 'itvluHuitioa 
a ludiilffiid, i.ud uiythLaK very vi»lt»it wu 
to liin liabita at alJ tiinoa. Vvt wimctiitu* 
■tml from Uitu ciMirne; unii iium^ i 
t^ «xcit(ii»(tnt (ou Lliu motion rropouling 




uyoiia umost uiy oiuur, iir;i]i|iiii:.' u.nn 
hli declonuiLloa, fnnn uxrri!^ tif x'Urmi 
ut tbi« timu ho wan Iratwcui forty uid 
of age. 

But befora proceeding to Walpolo'a 
Tvnary, llolingbrokc^, liurc I mity jmiw 
why no larg<!, iw it may Hppwir m Oiiqmi 
a «pttce litu bctm ^lutttsl tu Widjiotu, 
figure ill tliis ;^up. It Id bcoLuse then 
more wliolasome, for both llio people 
rulcm, tluu) to ilwolt iiiK>ri tho (^voelloticf 
NtntuiimKU wlicuu lives have hcrin ti\»>Dt in 
liiH luufuli tlic §a<.-red work of putce. Thi 
luw vu^ar ore ever proiiu tu riiugnily th 
exploits of aniu, wiiit^h il&ExIe ordinii 
ami prL-v<mt any o^couut Wu^ taken a 
md the criino that so ofuai am iild In 
lag, of BiDCMi. All mtmt <rf- fli.rt .fcM 



eniiured, by man. To holil up such men 
[potQ in the face nf the world tut the model 
be, a safe, a.n lioiiest ruler, becoiUBS the moffl 
iaty of the impartial historian; and, aa baa 
aid of Cicero and of eloquence by a great 
that statesmau may feel assured that he has 
progress in the science to which his life ig 
d, wlio shall heartily admire the publie 
ler of Walpole. 



Fxw men, whose public life wob ao 
filled s greater spoce ill the eya wf tfcui 
his own times than Lord Bolingbroke, 
tluim a niciK brilliant reputation. Xi 
fifteen years elapsed botweeu his llwt 
P&rltanietit and his attainder; diiTJn 
than ten of these years was lie famugh 
till' TOurso of its proceedings ; and y« 
niaL aud an orEior his name ranks iui» 
famous in our history, iixlepeiidenily of 
litrrniy rrpiitation which pki^M him 
first clunsios of what we generally call a 
ftG;e. Mueh of bis rhetorical fame b 
o ihe merit of iaa writtai 



lod, we nfiall <lo well to bc)^ii by examinui;; tbe 
nadAtion bpfhrc v^ look at th« Biiporeiructiirtr. 
, And h«ro ttic d«l^t, m> often to be deplored in 
|Bt«m]>lal)i]{f the liiRtory nf niorivrii nmtriry, n^ 
dm It* very hc^lit. Mtngr* an tirn the mnlvriol* 

LwUoh WG oait aJm ut (bnning (o oumtlvwi Mtme 
I of tbe eloquence of most tnt^i whu fluuriahacj 
Mm OUT own daj ; scanty u§ are the rematm 
tm of the spankers wLu fi^rpd dnring the 8«iv«n 
bus' War, and Uiu earlier purt nf thu AmuricBn 
IbMftt : nhvn we go buck to Ihir ailminiilrHtion of 
ntll>ole, we find ilii>se v(sttg«j< to be yet mere 
Inly Hiuttered over the pages of our history j 
t' in Queen Anne's time, rltiTiiif^ wliteh bIom 
[Itigbroke spoke, there are absolutely tinix.'. It 
> affirm that of thia great omtor— ono 
averygreatest, according to nil eontempornjy 
, tlmt ever exercised thu art, — and these 
s are powerfully sopported by Ills writings 
t a spolien sentence remains, aiiy more thui 
J speeetie* of Demndes,* one of the mort 
^uent of the Greeks, any more than of Cieiiro's 
inslstion fVom Demosttienea, or the loi^l works of 
ymd nf IViCus The contemplation of tMs 
I it win that muiie Mr. Pitt, when mutjng 
bite brink, nnd calling to niind all that lafght 

iciit givcrn in Eomc cWi'ri-i M hi* Hpprart of 
„.^ „„„„lftil nmhunlleiCy. Thi' flai'nl ponloniii ttlua 
k • ^ftf wclMnowa pusttp' io DonKnthmta. ^M 



be feuoied of the orator from lli« aullior,;^ 
that tnutidonal testimony hod liandi.Hl dam 
righ nfler a " speech of Bolingbroko,"— deridmid 
it &T more thttn the restnral.ioD of all Uint h 
pBrUhpd of the treasures of thn anoient WDrld. 

But. although we may well jotu io tbiM a 
availing TegT«ts, attempt vaiiily to 3U]t)ily tlii- in 
1^ our conjecturea, and confow our ignanuim 
the (Wuuliar character of hia nmtory, tlin fact' 
Its mighty power is involved in nu doubt ui 
The concurring testimony of all parti«ii l«a)«>4 
a matlur absolutely certiun. The friends am) I 
liorters of Walpole, to whom hi» vhaltt UTgi 
liostUe, all his acts, bis speeches, and liia wiitll 
are liere agreed with the friends, the ossocbUa 
Boliiigbroke ; and no diversity of shade marb' 
piotiirus which have come down to us flren 
hand of tim antagonist and of the pdnegyrut- < 
most ititimate companion, Dcnn SwiR, oaj 
suvpevtt'd of partiality wlien he represRiitx hii 
" having in his hands lialf the busiiHs* of the^ 
aiid tim applause of tlie whole i" bot w 
us tliat " understanding men of both ] 
serted he had never been etjualled inq 
and that he hod " au iaviii[;lble eloqot 
most ugreeftble elocntion," wo gkh find 
with the esagg'sration, for this accouDt I 
of what utiiers have told. ]n truth, his ii 
upon the men of bia own ag« way i 



fni lo have been pt'odigious, when we reflect 
Ht iianlly any Kngliah ora.tor can now be ciUd 
tfciiving dourialietl bttfwe his tiiue. This ciraum- 
noe might even detract from the weight ofcon- 
^Kirary testiuiojiy in Ilia favour, ii' we had not 
fre upeciHc reasons for believing implicitly in it 
fta the mere concurrence of general reputatiwi. 

Ehad received at Eton a conjplele classical 
ion ; rather, let us say, liad laid there the 
lion of one, which, like all others who have 
bne as Eoliulai'8, lie afterwards completed. But 
tattention was more beslowed upon the remaias 
j-Some than of Athens ; he was extensively and 

Highly acquainted with Laiin writers, as indeed ' 
) frequent quotation of passages liitle known 
f stiQw. Witii Grcel; literatuie he tieeiiis BOt 
f have been familiar; nor can llie reader of his 
I works fail to perceive that his style ia not bo 
' the flowers which grew in the more 
rooi cljinate of the Aitic scliool. With the 
bors of the age iinmeilititely preceding liis own 
9 true Augustan age of English letters — he 
I well acquainted ; tnd, ulthungli Ids style u 
iwn, none being more orj^iriiial, it is im- 
} doubt that he had much studied and 
1 admired (as who can stint himself in ad- 
g?) the matcldesa prow of Dryden — ridi, 
I, tiatnnil, animated, pointed, lending it«elf 
I logical and the t 
bt» VI. 



nntural science he was no professor, 
pliysical writings have gained but tittii 
tlmt lie was a pTofound moralist, b& 
studied tlie sources of human act! 
acquainted with the nature and habitt 
and l)ad an understanding adapted 
acuteuess to take part iu the most i 
Bious, as well as habituated to thi 
it would be absurd to doubt, merel 
metapliysical speculations have been 
as it would l>e the height of unworth; 
deny it, merely because his opinions a 
scepticism, and because an unhappj 
delity darkened his life, while it shn> 
humous works. Tliey who look dov 
the purely ethical and purely metaph] 

nf Rnlinn'hiv^kD unoTi) Hn null tn 



, its pathetic, or its declamatory riepartment, 
d have been gained by even fiir less skill, 
nly, or practice, than he had as a moral pfii- 
'her, a student of the nature of Uie mind, or 
;pert logician. 

^ordingly, when all Ihe^e accomplishments, 
J to liis strong natural sagucity, his penetrat- 
icutenefs, liia extraordinary quickness of ap- 
insion, a clearness of understanding against 
h sophistry set itself up in vain, as tlie dif- 
ies of the most complicated subject in rain 
!ed his industry a 'id Ilia courairc; «'iili a fancy 
lively, various beyond ihaL of most men, a 
xuherant and sparkling, a vehemence of pas- 
belonging to his i^Iiole temperament, even to 
)hysical powers — came to be displayed before 
ssembly nhicli he uas to address; and wlien 
mighty " ArmameiUana Ccsli" were found 
r the command of one whose rich endowments 
.nd, and whose ample stores of acquired virtue, 
^ in a person of singular grace, animated a 
lenance at once beautiful and expressive, and 

themselves heard in the strains of an un- 
led voice, it is easy to comprehend liow vast, 
irresistible must have been their impression. \ 

is easy ; hut unhappily all we can now ohlaia 
e apprehension that it must have been pro- t 
IIS, witliuut being able ourselves to penetrj 
eil tliat hides it, or to form any very dU 
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notion of its peculiar kind. For the ] 
approximating to this knowledge, it is 
that we should now consider the style of 1 
discourse ; because, although in genera 
ference is great between the same man' 
and his oratory (witness the memoral>] 
of Mr. Fox, who, however, increased th* 
by writing on a system, and a bad one 
some this difference is much less than 
and there seems abundant reason to belit 
Bolingbroke's case it was as iucoiisider 
any other. 

If we inquire on what models B< 
formed his style, the result will be, as i 
of all other great and original writers, tl 
rather imbued with the general taste an 
former authors than imitated any of the 
he had filled his mind with the mighty 
of antiquity is certain— for, though of 
had small store, with the Latin classic 
£imiliar, and habitually so, as his allusic 
quotations constantly show. As might Ix 
in one of his strong sense, knowledge o 
of men, as well as free habits, Horace 
have been his favourite ; but the histo 
are plainly of his intimate society. Amoi 
authors he appears to have liad Dr}'d€ 
and the admirable composition of Sh 
most in his mind. The resemblance < 
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■y indeed bie fi^uently f<^Qnd with these excel- 
at models — of whom the former, with Boling^- 
rolte himself^ may perhaps be admitted to stand 
i t^e head of all our great masters of diction. 
wit though in vigour, in freedom, occasionally 
|iF» rhythm also, in variety that never pallid nor 
distracts from the subject, in copiousness 
speaks an exhaustless fountain for 'its source^ 
llMng can surpass Dryden ; yet' must it be con- 
lied that Bolingbroke is more terse, more coib' 
Bsed where closeness is required, more epigram* 
tMc, and of the highest order of epigram, which 
W its point not in the words but the thoughts ; 
ta'when, even in the thoughts, it is so subdued 
^to be minister of the composer, and not his 
■ster — helping the explication, or the argument, 
rtne invective, without appearing to be the main 
fifpose of the composition. In another and a 
Kterial respect he also gi^eatly excels Dryden ; 
Sre is nothing flowery in any part of his writings ; 
always respects his reader, his subject, and him- 
^ too much to throw out matter in a crude and 
tf*-finished form, at least as far as diction is con- 
ned : for the structure of his works is anything 
^^cr than finished and systematic. Even his tract 
^ Parties,* which he calls a Dissertation, though 
^minly his most elaborate work, perhaps also the 
^ admirably written, has as little of an orderly 
ISiodical exposition of principles, or statement 



/ 
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of reasonings, as can well be imagined. It is a 
series of letters addressed to a political paper, 
abounding in acute, sagacious, often profound re- 
flections, with forcible arguments, much hi^y 
illustration, constant references to history, many 
attacks upon existing parties ; but nothing can be 
less like what we commonly term a Dissertation. 
The same remark applies to almost all his writings, 
lie is clear, strong, copious ; he is never metho- 
dical ; the subject is attacked in various ways ; it 
is taken up by the first end that presents itself, and 
it is handled skilfully, earnestly, and strikingly, in 
many of its parts ; it cannot be said to be tho- 
rouglily gone through, though it be powerfully gone 
into ; in short, it is discussed as if a speaker of 
great power, rather than a writer, were engaged 
upon it ; and accordingly nothing can be more 
clear than that Bolingbroke's works convey to in 
the idea of a prodigious orator rather than of t 
very great and regular writer. When Mr. Burke 
asked, " Who now reads Bolingbroke ? " he paved 
the way for another equally natural exclamatioBi 
*^ What would we not give to hear him ?" and thii 
was Mr. Pitt's opinion, when, as lias already been 
observed, the question being raised in convereatioB 
about the desiderata most to be lamented, and OM 
said the lost books of Livy, another those of IW 
citus, a third a Latin tragedy — he at once dedarei 
for " A Speech of Bolingbroke." Nor is it Ikl 
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lod — ntther the want of meilior!— the ciuiy and 
ml order in which the topics fuMuit oneatiuihor, 
taken up on a plan, but raili, a* it were, (pvw- 
out of it! immediate pri'iU'i^L'^uui', tliut niakea 
rritings M> closely reBeniblu niiukdii emnpaai- 
I. The diction is most (.■uitTii'Titly tliut of ora- 
tal works, It is bold, rajjid, uuitimtcil, rjalural, 

racy, yet pointed and cdi-iLul, b(!uriiig the 
!St scrutiny of tlie critic, wlicii Biibniitled to 
tye in the hour of calm judgment ; but admits 

calculated to fill the ear, and carry away ths 
iigs in the momt^nt of exi'ilemout. If Uuliny^ 
.e spoke as he wrole, he nuisf Imvn lurn the 
test of modern orators, an far as composition 

; for ho lias the racinena aJid spirit, occa- 
illy even the fire, perhups not the vehemence 
'OX, with richer imagery, anil fur more correct 
on; the accurate composition of Pitt, with 
itely more ^raec and variety ; tlie copious- 
, almost the leariiiii):;, and occasionally the 
h of Jtnrkc, without Ids wearily elaliorate ajr ; 
hiH Hpt-eeh never dujj^enerales for an instant 
disscrtalion, which llnrke's scarcely ever 
d=.. 

o chura(;tcriHC hin manner of speaking from his 
ini^.t would l>c dilhault and tedious, if poisihle. 
r« arc in these, Imwcvur, jiassuges which piainl] 
the impress of liis extraordinary oratorical 
irs, and whicji, if spoken, must luive produced 
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an indescribable effect. Take a noble passage from 
the ' Dissertation on Parties J 

'^ If King Charles had found the nation plunged 
in corniption; the people choosing their repre- 
sentatives for money, without any other regard; 
and these representatives of the people, as well u 
the nobility, reihiced by luxury to b«^ the un- 
liallowed alms of a court, or to receive, like mi- 
serable Iiirelings, the wages of iniquity from a 
minister ; if he had found the nation^ I say, in 
this condition (which extravagant jsupposition one 
cannot make without liorror), he might haTS 
dislionourcil her abroad, and impoverished and 
oppressed her at home, though lie had been the 
weakest prince on earth, and his ministers the most 
odious and contemptible men that ever presumed 
to be ambitious. Our fathers might have £dlen 
into circumstances wliich compose the quintessence 
of political miser}'. They might have sold their 
birthright for porridge, which >vas their own. 
They might Iiave been bubble<1 by the fbolisk, 
bullied by the fearful, and insulteil by those irhoM 
tliey despised. They would liave deserved to be 
slaves, and they might liave been treated as sock 
When a free people crouch, like camels, to be 
loaded, the next at hand, no matter M'ho, moonll] 
them, and tliey soon feel the whip and the spun 
their tyrant, whether prince or minister, who 1^1 
sembles the devil in many respects ; particnki^lj 
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—he is often both the tempter ajul the 

.or. lie makes the criuiiiial,aud.liepuuUhe« 

ne." 

her fine passage, admirably fitted fur spoken 

ce by its rapidity, its point, its fulneea 

er, each hil cUiiig above tlie ]a«t, may be 

'Om tlic celebrated Dediuatiifn to Sir Robert 



r govern, in voi'ious iiietancea 

estic and fureiga management, igiionuitly, 
or even wickedly, and yet pay this reve- 
[td bear this regai'd to the cotistitution, he 
deserve certainly much belter quarter, and 

inur, than a, minister whu should conduct 
liiiiistratioM with great ability and succees, 
>iild at tlie same time procure and abet, or 
iiiiive at, such indirect violations of the rules 
:onstitiiti»ri as tend to the destruction of it, 
at such evasions as tend to render it useless, 
iter who hud the ill qualities of both these, 
! good ones of neitlier ; wlio made his ad- 
itiun iiuterul in some respects, and ilespic- 
utlicrs ; ivho sought Ihat security by ruining 
islitution, wliich he had forfeited by dis- 
iig the government; who encouraged the 
tu anil seduced the unwary to concur with 
this dcsi-jNi, by affecting to explode all pub- 
it, and In ridicule evevy form of our con- 
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stitution ; sucli a minister would be looli 
most justly as the shame and scourge of his 
sooner or later he would fall without pity, 
hard to say what punishment would be pn 
able to his crimes." 

Lastly, take this instance of another k 
alike fitted for the senate : — 

" The flowers they gather at Billing 
adorn and entwine their productions shall 1 
over by me without any explication. The 
the privilege of watermen and oysterwoi 
them enjoy it in that good company, au( 
sively of all other persons. They cause no 
they give no offence ; they raise no sentir 
contempt in the breasts of those they atta 
it is to be Iioped, for the honour of tho 
they would be thought to defend, that th 
by their low and dirty. practice, no others 
in them. But there is another part of tl 
ceedings which may be attributed by i 
people to you, and which deserves, for thi 
alone, some place in this Dedication, as 
be some motive to the writing of it. Wl 
authors grow scurrilous, it would be high 
to impute their scurrility to any prompter, 
they have in themselves all that is neo 
constitute a scold — ill-manners, impudenc 
mouth, and a fouler heart. But when they 
they rise a note higher. They cannot do 
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eir otfii names. Mi-n may be apt to conclude, 
Rvfore, that they do it in the name, ba they affect 

do it on the beliiilf, of the person in whose caiue 
ey desire to be thought retained." 

The gracefulness of Bolingbroke's manner has 
len BO greatly extolled by his coDtemporaries, 
■t we can hardly believe his eloquence to hsTe 
mi into the vehemence ascribed to it by one who 
id studied his works mure than other men, for he 
M written an excellent imitation of his style. 
U. Burke speaks of that rapid torrent of " an 
^letuous and overbearing eloquence for which he 
l^tly admired," as well as " the rich variety of 
I imagery."* There is assuredly nothing in his 
'le to discountenance this notion ; and, as Burke 
ed much nearer Bolingbroke's times than we do, 
are can be little doubt that liis panegyric is cor- 
5t. But all accounts agree in describing the 
ternal qualities (so to speak) of his oratory as 
afect. A symmetrically beautiful and animated 
untenance, a noble and dignified person, a sono- 
os and flexible voice, action graceful and correct, 
pugh unstudied, gave his delivery an inexpressible 
prm with tliose who witnessed his extraordinary 
Inlays as spectators or critics ; and armed his 
Iqiicnce witli resistless effect over those whom it 
)l intended lo sway, or persuade, or control. If 
' Concurring accounts of witnesses, and the tes- 
>Ony to his merits borne by his writings, may be 
f*Tcface to the Vindicalion of NMural Society (lubfiat) 
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trusted, he must be pronounced to stand, upon the 
whole, at the head of modem orators. There may 
have been more measure and matured power in 
Pitt, more fire in the occasional bursts of Chatham, 
more unbridled vehemence, more intent reasoning 
in Fox, more deep-toned declamation in paasagei 
of Sheridan, more learned imagery in Burke, more 
wit and Iiumour in Canning ;* but, as a whole, and 
taking in all rlietorical gifbs, and all the orator^i 
accomplishments, no one, perhaps hardly the unloo 
of several of them, can match what we are taoght 
by tradition to admire in Bolingbroke's spoken 
eloquence, and what the study of his works makM>j 
us easily believe to be true. 

In considering Bolingbroke's character, therein] 
even less possibility than in ordinary cases of i^j 
parating the politic from the natural capacity : hrj 
pretence for making the distinction, so often 

* It is inconsistent with the plan of this woik to Mrtj 
of living speakers ; and this imposes a restraint in 
trating f)y comparison. For who can iuil to recolleot 
the utmost reach of eloquence has been attained bj< 
who survive ? Who can doubt tliat Lord Plunk«t iriBi 
after times, be classed with the very greatest oratoniflyk" 
that his style, of the highest excellence, is also 
original, entirely his own? It affords the most 
study to those whom its perfection may not make 
In confining tlie mention of Mr. Caiming to wit and 
it must only be understood that we speak of the 
defective in l^lingbroke, not as confining Mr. Ck 
loncf to that department; ho was a very 
orator in other respects. 
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incorreptly made between that which ^ ■> 

faontwt in politii^al life, and tlist wh. °* 

ous or pure in private. It is seldom, 
ftt the lax Dionility can be tolerated, i 
iderstood, which relieves the general repu^tlen 
' a man from the censure naturally deBcending 
»en it, by citing personal merit as a liind of aet-oft 
ipolitieal delinquency; seldom that there is any 
tod of et;iute in believing; a man honest who bos 
iJy betrayed his colleagiie, because be never 
|Kate<l ills friend ; or in acquitting of knavery the 
4te»maii who has suerificcd his principles for pre- 
irmCTit, nierf ly because lie bus never taken u bribe 
■ brealc some privato trust, embezzled a ward's 
KHiey, sold a daughter or a wife. Nothing caa 
a more shadowy than euch dietinctions, nothing 
lore arbitrary than such lines of demarcation. To 
iy timt a dishotiesi, or sordid, or treacherous 
olitician may be a virtuous man, because he has 
«ver exposed himself to prosecution for fraud, or 
JTgery, or theft, is near akin to the ianlaBtical 
Wrality which should acquit a common offender 
^ horw-stealirg becaufie lie had never been charged 
'th burglary. It must, however, be confessed, 
lat as there are some cases of political offences- 
Qch worse than others, so in these the impoisi- 
lity of making such distinctions becomes more 
•parent ; and both ihe kind and the amount of 
«crimc>> charged upon Koliugbrokeseem to point 
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exile, was constant and peremptory. Nor c 
probabilities the other way sufRce to convin* 
how false his assertions were, until the pub] 
of Marshal Berwick's ' Memoirs' at once di 
the truth ; and then we had a clear statei 
his treason having commenced during the ( 
life-time— a statement under the hand of tl 
person through whom he has himself said t! 
communications to and from the Pretend 
formly passed, at the period when he cc 
himself to have been engaged in the Stuar 
cils. Tliere is an end, therefore, of his < 
against the main body of the accusation, ai 
ended by a witness to whose testimony he h 
eluded himself from objecting. Bui this is i 
His own conduct bears testimony against 
loudly as his own witness. Upon the ( 
demi:>e, llarloy, Ormond, and himself, be: 
heniently suspected of treasonable practice 
accused in Parliament constitutionally, 1 
regularly, formally. Wliat was the course p 
by the three ? Ilarley, conscious of innoceu 
a guiltless man remained, awaited his inipeac 
faced Iiis accusers, met his trial, and was 
mously acquitted. Nor does any one now I 
nor did any but they whom faction blinde 
believe, that lie had any share at all in the ii 
set on foot to restore the Stuarts. OrnHN 
Bolingbroke fled ; they would not stand thei 
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)nner never denied his accession to the • 
) plot — never having indeed processed' 
able disposition towards the Revolutioii 
; the latter, though he pretended to* 
lilt, yet gave none but the most frtvokms 
explain his flight. He could only sajr 
lous to him had his former friend^ hit' 
tron, become, that he could not think of 
to be coupled or mixed up with him ill 
or in any manner. So that his hatred' 

prevailed over his love of himself — hie 
dislike of his neighbour over the natural 
If-defence ; his repugnance for an enemy 

reject life itself when the terms on- 
as offered involved the act of taking 
irecautioii with his rival to secure his 
I, rather than defend his honour, clear 
er from the worst of accusations, in the 
on to all men, and which one whom he 
id, like all innocent men, pursued, he 
holly abanrjoning the defence of liis re- 
nd passing with all the world for a false 
is not often that a guilty person can make 
looking defence; not seldom that the 
Te<l by suspecte<l culprits work their con- 
ut never yet did any one, when charg^ 
le, draw the noose around his own neck 
y than Bolingbroke did, when he resorted 
ched an explanation of the act, which, 
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unexplained, was a confession — the flight from hit 
accusers. If that act, standing alone, was fiital to 
the supposition of his innocence, the defence of it 
was, if possible, more effectual to his condemnation. 
But his subsequent proceedings, and his own 
general defence of his whole conduct, are still mon 
destructive of his fame. As soon as he fled, hii 
attainder passed, and passed, be it observed, without 
a dissenting voice through both Houses — a circum- 
stance demonstrative of the universal impiesBion 
entertained of his guilt ; and a thing which never 
could have happened to a man so lately ministeri 
among his own supporters and his own party, upon 
any the lowest estimate of public virtue or poli- 
tical friendship, had a doubt existed r^^rding Uf 
conduct, or had he ventured even to deny tbi'| 
charges in private communications with his ai^j 
herents. He arrived in France : without a dvft\ 
delay he put himself in communication with 
Pretender and his agents ; and he at onoe 
under him the office of his Secretary of 
Here then let us pause, and ask if this step 
consistent with the charge against him 
groundless. A statesman, professing invi( 
attachment to the Eevolution Settlement, ii 
cused of treasonable correspondence with the 
family ; he flies, and because he has been, ii 
alleges, falsely accused of that offence, he 
diately proceeds to commit it. Suppose he 
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feasible excuse for running away from his 
-that the public prejudices against him 
trong as to deprive him of all chance of 
il — did he not know that all such prepos- 
ire in their nature, in the nature of the 
n the nature of truth and justice, tem« 
id pass away ? Then would not innocence, 
under the guidance of common sense and 
iry knowledge of mankind, have waited, 
less patient, more or less tranquil, for the 

returning calm, when justice might be 
[pected ? But could anything be more 
mt with all supposition of innocence than 
to commit the offence in question, because 

a delay of justice, through the prevalence 
ir prejudice ? What would be said of any 
Qcsty who had fled from a charge of theft 

denied, and feared to meet, because sup- 
y perjured witnesses, if he instantly took 
ighway for his support? If, indeed, he 

the attainder gave him a right to take 
nst the government, then it must be ob- 
lat some months were allowed him by the 
:urn and take his trial, and that he never 
ted to see whether, before the given time 
men's minds should become so calm as to 
afely encounter the charge, 
other and a higher ground must be taken. 

maintain that it is the part of an honest 
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man, to say nothing of a patriotic statennai 
leave the party of his country, and go over to 
enemies, the instant he has been maltreated, Y 
ever grievously, however inexcusably by her^— 
is, by a party of his enemies who happen to g 
her councils ? Is it the part of public virtue^ 
is it the part of common honesty— to side with 
enemy and war with onr own country because 
or her suiers have oppressed us ? Then, if all 
are agreed that this affords no justification for t 
treason, how much worse b his crime who w( 
plunge his country into civil war, to wreak 
vengeance on the faction that lias oppressed 
banishe<i him? The Revolution Settlement 
obtained Dolingbroke's deliberate approbation : 
man has spoken more strongly in its favour ; it 
the guarantee, according to him, of both civil 
religions liberty. Yet against this settlement 
declares war—to subvert it he exerts all his pov 
merely because the Whig party had maltre 
himself, and created against him a prejudice he 
afraid to face. Nay more — be the settlement 
very best conceivable scheme of government or 
it was established, and could only be upset by i 
cimimotion, and probably required the aid of lor 
invasion to overthrow it. To darken the fiio 
his native land with those worst of all plagues 
his desire, that he might take his revenge on 
enemies, and trample upon them, raised to po 
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nder toe restored dynasty of the bigoted and tyran- 
nical Stuarts ! This is not the charge made against 
Bolingbroke by his adversaries ; it is not the sn- 
fcance pronounced upon him by an impartial fMiblic ; 
it is the case made for himself by himself, and it is 
as complete a confession of enormous guilt as ever 
man made. It further betokens a mind callous to 
all right feelings ; an understanding perverted by 
the sophistries of selfish ingenuity ; a heart in which 
the honest, with the amiable sentiments of our na- 
ture, have been extinguished by the habitual oon- 
templations familiar to a low ambition. 

From a man -who could thus act in sharing the 
Pretender's fortunes, and could thus defend his con- 
duct, little honesty could be expected to the party 
with wliich he had now ranged himself. The 
charge of having neglected the interests of the 
Pretender, and done less than he ought to further 
the rebellion in 1715, made against him by the 
thoughtless zeal, the gross ignorance, the foolish 
presumption of the Jacobites, and to which is almost 
entirely confinetl the defence of himself, in his cele- 
brated, and for composition justly celebrated, * Let- 
ter to Sir William Wyndham,* was plainly ground- 
ess. It was likely, indeed, to be groundless; for 
\\e intere:5is of Bolingbroke, all the speculations of 
t|s ambition, all the revengeful passions of his na- 
Ure, wer(i enlisted to make him zealous in good 
Ernest for the success of the rebellion ; and to aid 
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that enterprise, nowever much he mi[|^ht despair o 
it, he exerted his utmost resources of intrigue, o 
solicitation, of argument. But as soou as it luu 
faileil, the Prctciuler probably yielded to the mis 
representations of 13olingbroke*s enemies, possibi] 
lent an ear to the vulgar herd of detractors, vJm 
could not believe a man was in earnest to serve thi 
Prince because he refused, like them, to shut hk 
eyes against the truth, and believe their aflhin 
flourishing when they were all but desperate. TW 
intrigues of Lord Mar worked upon a mind 
prepared ; and advantage being taken of a 
though strong expression of disrespect towards 
Prince, he was induced to dismiss by far his 
supporter, and take that wily old Scotchman i 
minister. 

There was the usual amount of royal perfidjj 
the manner of his dismissal, and not much 
At night he squeezed his hand, and expressed 
regard for tlie man whom in the morning he 
misse<i by a civil message requiring the 
his oBiee, and renewing his protestations of 
tude for his services, and confidence in hb 
ment. Bolingbroke appears to have felt this df 
lie instantly lefl the party, and for ever ; Ml 
afl'ects to say that he had previously taken tki 
termination of retiring from all connexion vitkl 
service as soon as the attempt of 1715 shoaH] 
made and should fail. Assuuiino: this to bff 
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ich it probably is not, he admits that bis courso 
a to depend, not on any merits of the Sluart 
ise, not on any view of British intercuts, not on 
f vain, childish, romantic notions of public duty 
t its dictate?, but simply upon bia own personal 
iveniencc, which was alone to bo coiiEulted, and 
ich was to exact hia retirement unless ihedyuasty 
re restored— which was, of course to suuctioB 
continuance in the service n tie e e t of 
!ces3 crowning the Prince, a d u abl g Uol ng- 
)ke to be minbter of England Dut 1 atever 
g-bt Jiave been liis intentions tl e e e t of the 
etender retaining him as liis becntary of btate, 
idismissal producedan instantaneoiiseffect. All 
^rd for the cause which he had made his own was 
t in the revenge for his deprivalion of place under 
chief 1 and lie lost not a moment in reconciling 
nself witli the party wboni tie had betrayed, and 
lerted, and opposed. 'I'o obtain an amnesty for 
• present, and the possibility of promotion bere- 
er, no professions of contrition were tooliunible, 
promises of amendment too solemn, no display 
Kcal for the Government vvliich be had done his 
nost to destroy too extravagant. To a certain 
tent be was believed, because the Pretender's 
jHc was now considered desperate, and Boling- 
ake's interest coincided witli tjie duty of perform- 
; his promise. To a certain extent, tliercfore, 
) suit was successful, and lie was suffered to return 
■mc and resume liis property \vitb his i 
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the doors of Parliainent and ofRce were kep 
against him, and the rest of his life was s 
unavailing regrets that he had ever left his c 
and as unavailing rancour against the gr 
honest minister who liad shown him mercy 
being his dnpe — who had allowed him t 
England a dwelling-place once more, with* 
ting him make it once more the sport of liis 
cipled ambition. 

Ilere, again, regarding his final abandoni 
the rretendcT, we have his own account, 
that alone wo arc condemning him. Beca 
Pailianient of the Brunswicks attainted hu 
he confessed his guilt by his flight, he jmi 
standard of the Stuarts. It was covered wi 
mediable defeat, and he resolved to quit i 
meanwhile the master into whose service h 
as a volunteer chose to take another m 
therefore Bolingbroke deserted him, and ( 
hiui when his misfortunes were much more 
tionable than his ingratitude. The pivot o 
actions, by all that he urges in his own beh 
his individual, private, personal, interest. 
consideration all sense of principle was aai 
all obligation of duty subjected ; whatever 
venge prompted, whatever his ambition 
mondcHl, that lie deemed himself justified in 
if not calleil upon to do. 

liolingbroke's * Idea of a Patriot King ' cf 
ditfered exceedingly from his idea of a PMifc 



B duty of the fomker, aecording to liim, 
, conslant sacrifice of hia own inleresla to 
)f hia countrj' ; the duty of the latter lie 
I to be a constant sacrifice of his country 
r. The one was bound on no accouut 
gard citlier his feelings or his tastes, the 
S his family, or the powers of Lis station ; 
WBSjustilied in regarding his oM'ii gratifi- 
lelher of caprice, or revenge, or ambition, 
f object of his lifb. Between the ruler 
bjects there was in this view no kind of 
J ; for all the life of self-sacrifice spent 
)was to be repaid by a life of undisturbed 
fuiaed self-seeking- in the other. But if 
itee whicli his sj-aleui proposed to atlbtd 
rformance of the patriot king''s duties, or 
g patriots of kings, was somewhat scanty 
rious, not to say fantastical, ample secu- 
eld out for the patriot citizen's part being 
'.. The monarch was enticed to a right 
■ate use of power by clothing him with 
e, and trusting rather to tliat Dot being 
an to inlliience not being very extrava- 
iployed ; the secret for moderating the 
iminion wa^ to bestow it without any re- 
he protection given to the pii>ple against 
;ative of the prince wus to deliver them 
his hands ; the method proposed for put- 
olf out of conceit with blood was to throw 
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the lamb to him bound. If this did iwi 
very hopefiil mode of attaimng the object 
likely way to realise the ^ Idea of a RUiio 
the plan for producing Patriot CitiaeBS in ui 
supply was abundantly certain. Whateva 
the one scheme miglit disclose in tiie know 
human nature, whaterer ignoranoe of hmnaii 
none whatever could be charged upon tlie 
for it appealed to the whole selfish leelingi 
soul, made each man the judge of what wi 
virtuous for him to do, and to guide his jii 
furnished him with a pleasing canon anon 
had only to follow his own indinationB wh 
ever they might lead. Such was the syitOB 
lingbrokeupon the relative duties of soveveij 
subjects — a 83rstem somewhat more symmc 
unfolded as regards the former ; but, toncl 
latter, fully exemplified by his praeticey ai 
plainly sketched by his writings composed 
own defence ; for it must never be ibig o tU 
he is not like most men who have gontf as 
refusing to practise what they preach, or ] 
unequal to square their own conduct by th 
which in general they confess to be just. I 
duct has been openly and deliberate)^ Tindic 
himself upon the ground that all he did, at 1 
he admitted himself to have done, he was j 
in doing; and he has confessed htttHplf i 
acted in every particuhir with an undeviating 
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Mm pursuit of Ilia own iuteroste, and the gratili- 
llHi of hia own passions. 

[}f Bolingbroke's private life and personal quuli- 
ft u apart from his public and political, little 
fib be added. He who bore the part in scenes 
ttii we have been contemplating; could not easily 
^ been a man of strict integrity, or of high prin- 
le in Bny relation of life. There may have been 
Iftlng mean or sordid in his nature ; an honesty, 
ioro tried in persona of his atatiun, may have 
to proof gainst tlie common temptations to 
pbh tt waa exposed ; the honour which worldly 
lb make their god may have found in him aEtib- 
j^ve worshipper ; but the more exalted and the 
Uer qualities of the soul were not likely to be 
HByed by one whose selfish propensities were 
Itified in public life at the cost of all that states- 
pt most regard in public cliaracler; and little 
Muee can be placed either on the humanity, or 
t self-con troj, or the self-respect of one whose 
ItionH are his mailers, and hurry him on lo gra- 
eation at all the hazards that virtue can «ncoun- 
. Accordingly, his youth was a course of unr^ 
kined and habitual indulgence. In a mwrtlne 
k- he was marked as among the most lioentions. 
im his professed panegyrist, Deau Swift, make* 
Hefence for this part of his life, and only ven- 
||B to suggest that he had lived long enough to 
pat and repent of it. Sir William Wiodfaam, 
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too, fell into fuoh oourses, carried awa; 
ample, and seduced by the ehanus of 
and they who have written of him ascr 
dissipation to the ascendant of snch 
That he survived this tempest of the pa 
years, and became more quiet in his 
during the calmness of his blood, is pe 
the result of ph3r8ical causes than any g 
of his returning virtue, or any manifes 
penitence. 

That his feelings, however, when 1 
natural course, unperverted by evil asi 
hurried by evil propensities, were kind 
rous, there is sufficient proof. The mai 
in early youth he first contracted was • 
dent and of &mily arrangement; 11 
unions, it was attended with little hapf 
second wife was one of his choice: 
demeanour was blameless, and he en 
comfort in her society. His attach] 
friends was warm and zealous ; and the 
and looked up to him with a fervour 
ill be expressed by such ordinary word 
or respect, or even admiration. Yet 
relation, the most attractive in which li 
us, his proud temper got the better o 
nature; and he persecuted the memo; 
whom living he had loved so well, witl 
hardly to be palliated, certainly not i 
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IW, by the paltry trick to which that great poet 
n little man had lent himself, in an underhand ■ 
iblicatiou of the nianuscripta confided to his care. 
His spirit was high and manly ; his courage, per- 
Bal and political, was without a stain. He had 
sordid propensities ; his faults were not mean or 
try } they were, both in his private life and his 
Hie, on a large scale, creating, for the mo«l 
1^ wonder or terror more than scorn or contempt 
bough 'Ids conduct towards the Pretender ap- 
hched near an exception to this remark ; and 
'xestlew impatience with which he bore his long 
tdrion from the great stage of public afbirs, 
I the relentless vengeance with which he, in 
iMquence of this exclusion, pursued Walpole 
Its cause, betokened anything rather than greal- 
■ of soul. 

fhat the genius which he displayed in the senate, 
'wisdom, his address, his resources in council, 
lold, when joined to ^cinating manners ^d 
rary accomplishments, liave made him shine in 
Uety without a rival, can easily be comprehended, 
'great an orator, so noble a person in figure and 
Ueineanour, one so little under the dominion of 
■ principle which makes men harsb, and the 
■rainta wliich tend to render their manner* 
to captivate all superlicial 
rers, and even to win the more preciona ap> 
of superior minds. To do that which he did 
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80 well naturally pleased him ; to give delig 
itself delightful; and he indulged in the 
liarmless relaxations of society long after ] 
ceased to be a partaker in the less reputabl 
cures of polished life. He probably left at 
reputation behind him, among the contemp 
of his maturer years, for his social qualities, 
remained by him to the last, as he had gaini 
those who remembered the eloquence that 
earlier days shook the senate, or the poll 
intrigues that had also shaken the monarchy 
The dreadful malady under which he long li 
and at length sunk — a cancer in the &oe — 1: 
with exemplary fortitude, a fortitude drawi 
the natural resources of his vigorous mu 
unhappily not aided by the consolations of ; 
ligion ; for, having early cast off the belief i 
lation, he had substituted in its stead a da 
gloomy naturalism, which even rejected thof 
mei^gs of hope as to futurity not untasted 
vfiSBT of the heathens.* 

Such was Bolingbroke, and as such he i 
regarded by impartial posterity, after the vi 
of party has long subsided, and the view is i 
intercepted either by the rancour of politi 
mity, or by the partiality of adherents, or 

* Lord Chesterfield, in one of his letters lately p 
by Lord Mahon (ii. 450), says, that Bolingbro 
doubted, and by no means rejected, a fatnre state. 
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less of friendship. Such, too, is Boliagbroke 
the gloss of trivial uccompJishments is worn 
r time, anii the lustre of genius itself has feded 
e the simple and transceiideiit light of virtue. 
coDtemplatioii is not without its uses. The 
of ta)ent9 and success is apt to obscure defects 
1 are incomparably more mischievous than 
Dtellectual powers cau be either useful or ad- 
>Ie. Nor can a lasting renown — a renown 
alone deserves to be courted of a rational 
; — ever be built upon any foundations save 
which are laid in an honest heart and a firm 
>Be, both conspiring to work out the good of 
ind. That renown will be as imperishable as 



^ 



( 252 ) 



TRANSLATIONS 



Page 7. 

"T IB not ff€ur burniDg words that fHght me I 1 
The Gods afiright me, and great Jove my Ibe I 

I &ar not you, fierce man, whote accents glow- 
I ftar the Grods, and Jupiter my foe. 

Page 96. 

For first of all there most be mature deliberatir 
when yon have deliberated, there most be prompt ei 

Page 175. 

Alas! how mnch less is it worth to live wi' 
than to remember thee I 



THE END OF VOL. VI. 
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